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 “Nbout the only thing I’d rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 


enjoying the great outdoors 


Did You Know ...Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education and 
safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 
America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs 

that reach more than one million young people annually.” 
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Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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Letter from 
the Publisher 


Has there ever been a year of more anticipation for the start of college football 
than the start of the 2009 season? The start of the college season is always greatly 
anticipated — some start the countdown clock as soon as spring training ends. 

But this year is different. Never before have the top three Heisman finishers 
eschewed NFL riches to finish out their collegiate careers. In addition, they all 
play the critical quarterback position — and they all lead one of the best teams in 


the country. 


Dennis Dodd takes an in-depth look at the three superstar QBs beginning on 
page 16. Which one (if any) will lead their team to the national title? Will two 
of the three face each other in the Rose Bowl for the national championship? 


Lindy’ editors give you their best insights beginning on page 6. 
How many days until the season kicks off? I can’t wait! 


Sincerely, 
Lindy Davis 


P.S. As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 


D.M.D. Publications, Inc. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100 
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USING CABOT wont MAKE YOU 2 PRO. 
THE RESULTS JUST MAKE YOU x LIKE ONE. 


a is 


Gabot. Made with only the finest-< ‘ade oils and pigments, 
beauty. Making Cabot the right choice for protecting and 
ieritage, commitment and pride in every can. 


People who know wood, know 
our stains enhance wood’s unique 
preserving wood. For over 130 years, you'll find ! 
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FLORIDA 


This one is easy. Some years, you flip a coin for 

No. 1. This year, we flipped a coin for No. 2. Well, 

not really, but it was that kind of close. 

It wasn’t close at No. 1. You didn’t have to be Lee 

Corso to see this one coming. This one was decided 

the moment quarterback Tim Tebow declared he was 
coming back for his senior season. We expect that for 14 more games — from 
Sept. 5 against Charleston Southern to the BCS title game on Jan. 7 — we 
won't see any player in the entire country play as hard as Tebow, and that we 
won't see a team play harder than the Gators. 

Florida No. 1? Sounds like a promise. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Florida has 20 returning starters from a national 
championship team. You know the Gators. You know they're good. They 
score. They stop people. They'll blow kisses to new Tennessee coach Lane 
Kiffin, and then continue to chomp on everyone's throats. 

But talent is only one (very) important part of the equation. 
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You can't ignore scheduling factors in the national championship race. 
And while you never want to call a walk through the SEC a breeze, the Gators 
don't play cross-division games against Alabama or Ole Miss. That's a break. 
State rival Florida State — not much of a rival lately, actually — plays in 
Gainesville. This schedule is just so dang do-able. 


THE BAD NEWS: About that schedule, Florida does have to play at 
West Division power LSU on Oct. 10, but at least the Gators have two weeks 
to prepare while the Tigers are at Georgia a week earlier. See what we mean 
about the favorable schedule? 


The short list of key personnel losses includes both offensive tackles 
and do-it-all Percy Harvin. That's not to be taken lightly. Can freshman Andre 
Debose be the next Harvin? Right now, the receivers aren't a scary bunch. 


L: The Gators have the stuff to be one of the best teams of 
the decade, and the Tim Tebow era could end with him resting at the top of 
college football's most hallowed pinnacle. 
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a2 TEXAS 


One Play Better than Last Year 
The Longhorns won't need no stinkin’ asterisk. 

They tried that this spring, sneaking an asterisk onto 

a display in their football facility that signified the 2008 
Big 12 champions. Not quite, fellas. Yeah, the Horns ended up on the pointy 
end of that three-way South tiebreaker, but, like it or not, it was the Texas- 
beaten Oklahoma Sooners who went on to play for the flashy rings. UT should 
be able to make just one more play this season and share the championship 
with no one. 


THE GOOD NEWS: How to separate Texas from Oklahoma? The 
offensive line. The Longhorns are big and experienced, led by tackle Adam 
Ulatoski, Wide receiver Jordan Shipley does nothing but get open for 77 
percent passer Colt McCoy, who might just take his turn collecting a Heisman 
Trophy. 

THE BAD NEWS: There will be a drop-off on the defensive line, which 
helped the Longhorns lead the nation with 47 sacks last season and eliminate 
rushing attacks. Star outside linebacker Sergio Kindle slides down to an end 
position to help. i McCoy gets hurt, all bets are off. 


JUR CALL: It's going to come down to the game in Dallas against 
Oklahoma and the trip to Oklahoma State, but this season looks like the 
Longhorns’ time on the dance floor. 


OKLAHOMA 


Another Run at Almost No. 1 
The Sooners are the flip side to Texas, with their 

experience up front coming on the defensive side of 

the ball. So which do you prefer .. . big blockers or big 
run-stuffers? OU coach Bob Stoops began the spring by calling out his rebuilt 
offensive line, taking a dig at his rival by saying those players who failed 
daily in winter conditioning were given a grade of “Texas” — less than zero. 
Nice. Unless those four new starters come together, it will be the Longhorns 
laughing last. 


THE GOOD NEWS: There's Heisman-winning quarterback Sam Brad- 
ford, a pair of 1,000-yard running backs and Lindy’s preseason All-American 
tight end Jermaine Gresham. The defensive front seven, led by DT Gerald 
McCoy, is talented and deep. 


THE BAD NEWS: Bradford's protection last season was Secret 
Service good, but he might have to get his uniform dirty this season. The 
Sooners, for as good as they were and are on defense, need to ratchet things 
down, having allowed too many big plays last season. 


OUR CALL: It wouldn't be shocking to see the Sooners back in the na- 
tional championship game, but it’s time for them to come away with something 
more than a participant ribbon in BCS games. 


a USC 


A Record Fifth Straight Rose Bowl? 


The Trojans have finished in the AP top four in 

seven consecutive seasons — a 1990s-era Florida 

State kind of streak — so why is there still a sense 
of unfilled promise? It seems as if USC fans lately have been on their tiptoes 
waiting for a kiss that never comes. A pesky play or two in each of the past 
three years has prevented the national-championship-worthy Trojans from 
playing in the final game of the season. Expectations are only slightly lower 
this season. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Trojans haven't had severe hiccups from 
quarterback changes, and presumed new guy Aaron Corp will be protected by 
a talented, veteran line. Pete Carroll's national-best recruiting ensures that the 
beat goes on, and the return of FS Taylor Mays was huge. 


THE BAD NEWS: The talent drain was such that the Trojans lost 11 
players to the NFL Draft, which tied for the second-most ever from one school 
in a seven-round draft. There are lots of new faces in the defensive front, 
including an at -new starting group of linebackers. 


OUR C : Carroll ought to be grand marshal of the big parade as 
often as he’s ‘involved in the Tournament of Roses. Looks like his Trojans will 
be back in Pasadena for a fifth consecutive season — something nobody has 
ever done. 


2009 wiWu.LinDYSSPORTS.COM 


VIRGINIA TECH 


Winning formula spells B-C-S again 
Last year’s ACC titlist was supposed to be a 

rebuilding season of Beamer Ball, but the Hokies 

won't sneak up on anyone in the ACC this season, not 
with 17 starters back from their Orange Bowl roster. The player drawing the 
most attention in the offseason was run-first QB Tyrod Taylor, who tweaked his 
mechanics to develop a smoother release and earn the plaudits of observers 
for his touch and accuracy ... at least on the short throws. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Hokies should be able to run against most 
anyone, with Taylor chipping in when a deep stable of tailbacks falters. The 
Offensive line rates as one of the best in the ACC and both starting wide 
receivers are holdovers from '08. 


THE BAD NEWS: The defense is seeping with potential, but will 
inexperience doom this group? Both inside ‘backers’ and cornerbacks are new 
faces. The kicking game has questions and PK Matt Waldron is untested as a 
fifth-year senior. 


OUR CALL: There's no perfect team in the ACC, leading us to lean 
on Virginia Tech's 17 returnees and back-to-back conference titles. And if 
Taylor helps them to a fast start in a Sept. 5 game vs. Alabama ... anything is 
possible. 


LSU 


Another Shot at Florida in Atlanta? 


The Tigers served notice with a 38-3 bowl 
deconstruction of Georgia Tech last season, and 
now they will be counting on bigger and better things 

from sophomore quarterback Jordan Jefferson. He took over late last year 
and could provide the full-season oomph LSU needs to climb past Alabama 
in the SEC West. SEC veteran John Chavis, the former Tennessee defensive 
coordinator, takes over the defense, which has a terrific back seven. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Jefferson is the new piece to an offense that 
should fly with the SEC’s best group of running backs (headlined by Charles 
Scott) and best group of pass catchers (led by Brandon LaFell). Lindy's 
preseason All-American offensive lineman Ciron Black helps make it go. 


THE BAD NEWS: LSU lost three starting defensive linemen, although 
when the new starters include seniors Al Woods and Rahim Alem, the news 
isn't all bad. LSU has to play Florida in the regular season; West contenders 
Alabama and Ole Miss do not. 


OUR CALL: The talented Tigers bounce back from a 3-5 conference 
record, but even with a potential two cracks at Florida, they will have to settle 
for being the SEC's second best. 


: ALABAMA 
Ahead of Schedule ... What’s Next? 


Some of Alabama's early victories last season 
were considered upsets, as Nick Saban brought back 
the glory days in just his second season. Arriving 

ahead of schedule, though, now means that nothing he (or they) does now 
will be a surprise. Tide fans are naming newborn boys “Saban” and expecting 
12-0 regular seasons every year. Doing that will be harder without an experi- 
enced QB, but this edition is all about defense anyway. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Alabama brings back nine starters from the 
nation’s third-rated defense, with backups in the front seven who might have 
more raw ability than the starters. With WR Julio Jones and RB Mark Ingram, 
the Tide's skill positions are among the best in the SEC. 


THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line lost three starters, including first- 
round tackle Andre Smith and center Antoine Caldwell. RB Glen Coffee also 
is gone. New QB Greg McElroy should be fine, but the offense really will turn 
vanilla if he isn't able to stay healthy. 


OUR C .: Having the nation’s highest-paid coach is worth every 
penny. Saban h fee things rolling and will continue to do so with at least Top 10 
finishes as far as the eye can see. 
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| OHIO STATE 


Pryor Judgment: Bucks Still Big Ten’s Best 
The present and future of the program is in the 
trusted hands of sophomore Terrelle Pryor. The com- 
parisons to Vince Young are legit, and the fan base is 
clearly buying in (95,722 strong for the spring game?). Why not? The Big Ten 
hardly seems a murderer's row and Jim Tressel reloads on the run most every 
year, making the challenge of replacing several stars less daunting. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Pryor proved in the spring game, albeit in a 
controlled environment, that he has passing prowess, He can scoot when 
pressured, but opposing coaches will sweat bullets if he can also stretch 
the field consistently with his throwing arm. The offense has no shortage of 
options at receiver. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Buckeyes sent seven players to the NFL Draft, 
including super LB James Laurinaitis. The offensive line is a work in progress 
entering the fall — notably at left tackle — and there are several spots up for 
grabs on a defense that won't be as polished or deep as in 2008. 


OUR CALL: The Big Ten still belongs to the Buckeyes, even if it means 
winning November road games at Happy Valley and Ann Arbor to seal no 
worse than a share of first place — and another BCS bid — for the fifth 
straight season. 


OLE MISS 


Did Somebody Say Skyrocketing Expectations? 
The Rebels were winless in the SEC in 2007. 
In 2008, they upset Florida, won five SEC games, 
finished on a six-game winning streak and put the 
hammer down on Texas Tech in the Cotton Bowl. That tells us two things: For- 
mer coach Ed Orgeron could really recruit and Houston Nutt can really coach. 
With Nutt now in his second season, the expectations are the highest they've 
been in Oxford since ... well, since a very long time. Not even the Eli Manning 
teams generated this kind of preseason buzz. 


THE GOOD NEWS: In the Rebs’ six-game winning streak, QB Jevan 
Snead threw for 16 touchdowns, with only three interceptions, and more of 
the same is anticipated. He’s helped by a fine collection of running backs and 
receivers — and Dexter McCluster is a bit of both. Defensive end Greg Hardy 
can dominate. 


THE BAD NEWS: Offensive lineman Michael Oher and defensive 
tackle Peria Jerry were back-to-back picks, Nos. 23 and 24, in the NFL Draft. 
That's a hard-to-replace 600 pounds. The secondary needs to show improve- 
ment. 


OUR CALL: Even if the Rebels, with 16 returning starters, fall short of 
their first-ever SEC championship game, they are ready to make the move to 
a season with double-digit victories. 


Oheiles 


OKLAHOMA STATE 


Cowboys Ready for More Shootouts 
If you like bright, shiny objects, Oklahoma State 

is your team this season. The Cowboys are all flash 

— they have an incredible mix of talent and potential 
at every level of offense — but the nagging question is about substance. And 
by substance we mean defense, And we mean that Oklahoma State doesn't 
play a whole bunch of that. The Cowboys haven't been better than 74th 
nationally in total defense sine the 2001 season. Veteran D-coordinator Bill 
Young was brought in to fix it. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Take any team’s top quarterback, running back, 
receiver and offensive lineman. Are they better than (Zac Robinson, Kendall 
Hunter, Dez Bryant and tackle Russell Okung?) Don't think too hard: The 
answer is no. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Cowboys lost to the four best teams it played 
last season. They scored 41 against Oklahoma ... and lost by nearly three 
touchdowns. OSU has trouble rushing the QB and defending the pass — 

a POISON combination against those high-powered Big 12 attacks. 

OUR .: The ‘Boys are one of the biggest risk-rewards projections 
in the oui That defense makes it hard to trust they'll be able to forge 
a three-way tie in the South. 
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PENN STATE 


JoePa has Lions Positioned for Pasadena 

Ten wins a season has (again) become automatic 
for 83-year-old Joe Paterno. Penn State has 40 
victories in the past four seasons and the Lions have 
the all-star candidates at critical positions — QB Daryll Clark, DT Jared Odrick 
and LB Sean Lee — to mop up in the non-conference season and scoot hap- 
pily through the Big Ten before hosting Ohio State in November. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Clark is in the running as the top QB in the 
league, and the Nittany Lions’ defensive quarterback — Lee — was most of 
the way back this spring from an ACL tear suffered prior to last season. With 
Lee and troubled LB Navorro Bowman expected to be on the field in Septem- 
ber, the defense should take no more than a baby step backward. 


THE BAD NEWS: Three multi-year starters at wide receiver — Derrick 
Williams, Deon Butler and Jordan Norwood — are gone. Arguably the top two 
O-linemen from last year’s group, including workaholic A.Q. Shipley in the 
pivot, have been replaced. 


1 


OUR CALL: Penn State faces a low degree of difficulty before carving 
into what appears to be a soft underbelly of the Big Ten. Then it’s beat the 
Buckeyes (not the simplest task) and pack for Pasadena. 
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, CALIFORNIA 


A Real Chance to Sack Troy? 

Cal's 51-year Rose Bow! drought might have 
been over by now, if not for a certain Pac-10 power 
in Los Angeles. The Bears, so good since coach Jeff 

Tedford took over in 2002, would have won the league title in 2004 and 2006 
... If they had only found a way to beat USC. A good chance to do so comes 
around again this season: The Trojans have some reloading to do; this year's 
meeting is in Berkeley, and Cal has significant game-changers on both sides 
of the ball. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Nobody accelerates faster and is better in the 
open field than junior RB Jahvid Best, who had seven rushes of at least 60 
yards last season. The lines are strong and experienced. Senior cornerback 
Syd’Quan Thompson leads a secondary that rivals USC’s. 


THE BAD NEWS: Tedford has lost his magic touch with quarterbacks. 
Kevin Riley was the starter for most of last season, but his job is not secure 
heading into fall. The receiving corps has to mature and improve. TE Cameron 
Morrah would have helped; he left early to be a seventh-rounder. 

OUR CALL: With 15 starters back from a nine-win team, the Bears can 
push USC for the Pac-10 championship. It's just that the Trojans always push 
back harder. 


BOISE STATE 
Another Big Score for the Mid-Majors 


Boise State has averaged nearly 11 victories 
a season over the past 10 years. Why stop now? 

The Broncos came within a point of their second 
undefeated season in three years, falling 17-16 to TCU in the 2008 Poinsettia 
Bowl. They didn't show it against TCU’s tough defense, but the Broncos aver- 
aged 49 points in their final five regular-season games ... and there will be a 
lot more of that this season with quarterback Kellen Moore, only a sophomore, 
back to lead the attack. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Moore has playmakers on the outside with receiv- 
ers Austin Pettis and Titus Young. The defense has only five returning starters, 
but a talent bridge is in place and even with a step back, the Broncos will still 
outscore just about everybody they play. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line was a constant shuffle last 
season — with 11 different starting combinations — and continuity there is 
a primary concern. The Broncos have only one returning starter among the 
defensive front seven. 

OUR CALL: We'll be talking about Boise State being BCS-bound if 
it beats: visiting Oregon i in the home opener. Nobody in the WAC is going to 
touch the Broncos. 
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Let's pretend this is a magic outlet. 


When you tailgate, you could offer folks a lot more 
food and refreshment choices than the choices they’d 
get with a charcoal grill and a cooler. Can a grill do 
Swedish meatballs? Can a cooler whip 
up frozen margaritas? We think not. 4 
That’s why there are super quiet Honda 
portable generators. They turn tailgating into an art. 


Plus they come with a three-year limited warranty: 


Bon Appetit! 


HON DA 


GENERATORS 


Ei) honda.com 


wW 


*Warranty applies to all Honda GX Series Engines and GX Series-powered Honda Power Equipment, 100ec 
of larger, purchased or put into rental service after January 1, 2009. Exceptions apply. See full warranty details 
at honda.com. Does not apply to EU1000 models. Please read the owner's manual before operating your 
Honda Power Equipment and never use in a closed or partly enclosed area where you could be exposed to 
Carbon Monoxide. Connection of a generator to house power requires a transfer device to avoid possible injury 
to power company personnel. Consult a qualified electrician. ©2009 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 
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TCU 


Here Comes MWC: Underrated No More 
Why are the numbers 2, 14, 16, 11 and 4 signifi- 

cant here? Those are the final AP rankings of the best 

Mountain West team in the past five years, starting 
with last season's unbeaten Utah team. The point is, none of those MWC 
squads started that high in the preseason, and they're always underrated. 
That's the lesson we take here. It might not feel like the MWC's best team 
should be ahead of some bigger-conference schools, but that’s the way it will 
end up... isn't that right, Alabama? 

THE GOOD NEWS: All-American DE Jerry Hughes is back after 
recording 15 sacks and forcing six fumbles. QB Andy Dalton is experienced 
and efficient. The defense hasn't allowed more than 18.7 points or 330 yards 
per game in each of the past four seasons. 

THE BAD NEWS: TCU, which is 2-2 against ranked BCS-conference 
teams in the past four seasons, will get early prove-it games, opening at 
Virginia and playing at Clemson in week three. A game at BYU will be a 
significant Beate test, but the Frogs get Utah at home. 

: Don't worry about TCU having only four returning starters 
on defense. The Flos don't take a break on that side of the ball and will win 
the MWC for the first time since 2005. 
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OREGON 


OREGON 


New Coach, New Players, Same Success 

Coach Mike Bellotti is no longer on the sideline, 
but the Ducks prepared for his move into administra- 
tion. Offensive coordinator and former coach-in- 
waiting Chip Kelly will do the dirty football work now, elevated before spring 
practice when Bellotti hung up his whistle. Kelly's read-option offense is why 
he has this job, and the Ducks have the right quarterback — Jeremiah Masoli 
— to produce a third consecutive top 10 finish in total offense. 


THE GOOD NEWS: The silver lining to multiple injuries at quarterback 
last season was that Oregon had to turn to Masoli, a fiery dual-threat junior 
college transfer who ran for 718 yards and 10 TDs. Autzen Stadium will be 
rockin’ for home league games against Cal and USC. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Ducks suffered more key personnel losses 
than fellow league contender Cal, tying a school record by having six players 
drafted, including a trio of second-rounders. Oregon returns a conference-low 
10 starters. How ‘bout that season-opener at Boise State? 


L: The coaching shuffle seems to have been painless, and 
the Pac-10 is no great shakes this season ... so getting to eight or nine wins in 
the regular season is a bar the Ducks can clear. 


GEORGIA TECH 


Option Leads the Way Back to the Future 
Georgia Tech advanced its program by hiring a 

coach with an offensive style that most big-college 

play-callers boxed, sealed and shelved along with 
bellbottom jeans and Chuck Taylor sneakers. Paul Johnson's triple-option was 
one of the most interesting college football angles of 2008, and it was even 
more of an instant hit than anyone anticipated. Does he have another 10-win 
season up his sleeve? Can he beat Georgia again? 


THE GOOD NEWS: The Yellow Jackets have 17 starters back, includ- 
ing defending ACC Offensive Player of the Year Jonathan Dwyer at tailback 
and QB Josh Nesbitt. The Jackets would feel comfortable starting four differ- 
ent runners in a lead back role. 


THE BAD NEWS: The defensive front four, an underrated component 
to the team’s success last season, is three-fourths new and Nesbitt had a 
balky shoulder at the end of April ... although, we acknowledge, that’s not the 
worst of ailments when he does more toss-pitching than passing. 


Ail 


OUR CALL: Offensive playmakers make this an exciting choice to over- 
take Virginia Tech, but will the defense be hot enough to sizzle? The Jackets 
are an ingredient or three away from college football's elite. 
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GEORGIA 


Superstars are Gone, but Dawgs Aren’t 
Georgia was our preseason No. 1 last season 
— at least we had some company in being wrong 
— when the Dawgs, according to one SEC coach 
speaking to Lindy’s on condition of confidentiality, might have been “kind 
of soft. They never knocked you off the ball or blocked that well.” Now he 
tells us. Anyway, Georgia still had a very nice 10-3 season and coach Mark 
Richt has yet to finish out of the Top 25 in his eight seasons, with five Top 10 
appearances. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Georgia's offensive line should be ready to push 
the pile with a now-experienced group, led by tackle/guard Clint Boling. 
WR A.J. Green is a star. The interior D-line is strong with Geno Atkins and Jeff 
Owens. QB Joe Cox at least has some experience and should be accurate. 


THE BAD NEWS: The offense just won't be the same without Matthew 
Stafford, Knowshon Moreno and Mohamed Massaquoi. An ambitious schedule 
includes an opener at Oklahoma State. The Dawgs are searching for a pass 
rush and renewed fire in their belly. 


UR CALL: The “wow’ factor is gone, but eight or nine victories in the 
regular season seems reasonable for a stable program that never takes an off 
year in recruiting. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Can Ponder pass ACC tests? 
Florida State has its quarterback — Christian 

Ponder — and a defense that harkens back to the 

glory days of the program. Ponder still looked like a 
better athlete than passer in the spring. He and the ‘Noles start the season 
with a big test, renewing the rivalry with Miami, and they have visits to BYU, 
North Carolina and Florida. If Ponder proves he’s as good as his best days, 
there are better ones ahead for FSU, which will play into January. 


THE GOOD NEWS: For a team that wants to run the ball, the stabi- 
lized offensive line is a major boon, but everything will revolve around Ponder. 
The defense, led by LB Dekoda Watson and CB Patrick Robinson, looks to be 
up to program standards again. 


THE BAD NEWS: The offense turned the ball over eight times in the 
spring game. Hooray for the defense, thumbs way down for Ponder’s posse. 
Efficiency and consistency have been lacking on that side of the ball, and mo- 
ments of brilliance and flashes of greatness won't be enough. Special teams 
are a glaring concern, too. 


YALL: The ‘Noles have many unknowns, but, to repeat, this is 
about Ponder. If he's not up to the task, another middle-of-the-pack season 
could prompt Bobby Bowden into retirement. 


NORTH CAROLINA 
Tar Heel Breakthrough this Season? Or Next? 


Coach Butch Davis has built an ACC contender. 
Can the Tar Heels be anything more? They just might, 
because nobody else is taking the league by the 
throat. First things first, and that means moving from eight wins last season to 
double-digits, which would probably mean Orange Bowl. That could happen 
behind a defense that returns nine starters, with a defensive line that col- 
lectively could be special. 


THE GOOD NEWS: UNC should be fine at quarterback with T.J. Yates 
and capable backups. Whether Yates can strike up a connection with WR 
Dwight Jones (last year's gem recruit) and freshman Josh Adams will be a big 
factor. If the tailbacks are right, this backfield could be bountiful. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Tar Heels are lacking a proven gamebreaker on 
offense and the receiving corps looks particularly light in that stud receivers 
Hakeem Nicks and Brandon Tate must be capably replaced. Yates is injury 
prone oe thumb injury catching a Frisbee in the spring). 

\LL: Seeing is believing with the Tar Heels, who had a decent 
8- 58 season in 2008, but didn't do it with style points. If not this season, though, 
maybe next for Davis. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 


Still Contenders Even without White 


Even the most optimistic Mountaineers fans 
don't expect Jarrett Brown to be Pat White. That's a 
good thing, since Brown won't waste his time trying to 
replace White. He's a different player and one who should give the team more 
in the passing game. There was football in Morgantown after Rich Rodriguez 
and Steve Slaton, and there will be football without White. Getting back 
suspended wide receiver Jock Sanders with two good tailbacks will help ease 
Brown into the starting gig. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Brown won both of his previous starts and has 
been described as unflappable. LB Reed Williams, WVU's leading tackler 
in 2007, returns from a medical redshirt. Slippery quick running back Noel 
Devine could emerge as a darkhorse Heisman candidate. 

THE BAD NEWS: The team blitzes more than the average defense, 
but has only an average secondary. Kick coverage crippled the team at times 
last season. Road games include Auburn, USF, Cincinnati and Rutgers. 

OUR CALL: The decent Big East might surprise, but we're expecting 
the Mountaineers to stand taller than the rest ... just as long as Brown, who 
has never been “the man,” doesn't go down. 


KANSAS 


Zeroing in on Big 12 North 
The Jayhawks failed to outlast a meat-grinder 
e) schedule in 2008, falling to 8-5 one season removed 
from an Orange Bow! bid. But KU did win a second 
consecutive bowl game and has all the principles in place to take the steady- 
but-not-special North division. Winning crossover games with Oklahoma, 
Texas and Texas Tech won't be mandatory. Taking one or more (even just one) 
might make folks start taking notice, as they did in 2007. 


THE GOOD NEWS: QB Todd Reesing — he of the eight 300-yard 
passing games in ‘08 — survived last season, when too often it appeared he 
was playing without an offensive line. His top two receivers are back, as is the 
Jayhawks’ leading rusher. 


THE BAD NEWS: There's not a lot to like on the other side of the 
ball. Kansas decided the best way to repair a defense that allowed four 
touchdowns per game was to try a “nickel” defense more often. The team’s 
tun defense, like the kick-coverage teams, has to be much better. 


OUR CALL: Kansas can score, which means it can stand up to any 
team in the Big 12 North. Successfully navigating the rest of the schedule is 
predicated on the defense showing up even a little. 


NEBRASKA 


Zeroing in on Big 12 North, too 

Bo Pelini is 1-0 in 2009, Taking the team to a 
New Year's Day victory in the Gator Bow! was mea- 
sured progress over a 5-7 record under Bill Callahan 
in 2007. It's still time to proceed cautiously with talk of a revival. Remember, 
the Huskers have played in one Big 12 Championship in 10 years (2006). 
Hosting Oklahoma in November could be considered an opportunity, but 
Nebraska was manhandled by the Sooners last season. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Nose guard Ndamukong Suh can collapse an 
Offensive line, giving Nebraska one of the top defensive linemen in the country 
and an anchor for a young defense. RB Roy Helu (three 100-yard games, five 
TDs in final four) added muscle to hold up to a healthy pounding. 

THE BAD NEWS: Joe Ganz no longer takes the snaps at quarterback, 
and the Cornhuskers are hoping junior Zac Lee, who has speed and a good 
throwing arm, avoids major growing pains. Pelini might not remain perfect this 
calendar year with games at Virginia Tech and Missouri out of the gate. 


ike 


UTAH 


Long Way to Fall ... but Utes Will Hang On 


Utah did all it could last season and then had to 
rely on the kindness of pollsters, who were compelled 
to only go so far, putting the nation’s only undefeated 

team at No. 2. Nobody is expecting perfection again. The last time the Utes 
were here, coming out for an encore after an unbeaten season, they ended up 
just 7-5 in 2005. This time the fall won't be as precipitous. Even with a mere 

11 returning starters, consider this season a tune-up rather than a rebuild. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Athletic outside linebacker Stevenson Sylvester 
is back to lead the defense. The offensive line and a power running game can 
keep the offense afloat while the Utes break in a new quarterback. Coach Kyle 
Whittingham has won 72 percent of his games in four years. 


THE BAD NEWS: The Utes lost both coordinators but hope promo- 
tions make for an easy transition. The best offensive player (QB Brian John- 
son) and defensive player (DE Paul Kruger) are gone. Nation’s best combo 
kicker, Louie Sakoda, will be deeply missed. 

OUR CALL: Utah isn't BCS-caliber. But the Utes are capable of stealing 
one of their tough road games — Oregon, TCU and BYU — and staying 
nationally relevant. 


MICHIGAN STATE 
Not Elite, but Ahead of Big Ten Pack 


Michigan State went all the way to last season's 
final weekend with a share of the Big Ten title at stake. 
Yeah, the Spartans came up woefully short against 
Penn State, as they had earlier in the season against Ohio State, which 
further emphasized the chasm between the league leaders and the big belly of 
the Big Ten. Sparty might not be ready to win the conference, but its defense 
will keep it one step ahead of the bloated pack. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Michigan State returns eight starters to what 
could be coach Mark Dantonio’s best defense in his three years. MLB Greg 
Jones is a beast. There's no Ohio State on the schedule, and the Penn State 
matchup to end the season is in East Lansing. 


THE BAD NEWS: Javon Ringer rushed a national-high 390 times last 
season, but he’s now with the Tennessee Titans, so the offense has to find a 
new security blanket. The QB situation is TBA (Kirk Cousins or Keith Nichol), 
and last year's young WRs need to play like savvy veterans. 


OUR CALL: Like last season, if the Spartans just beat the teams they 
should beat, they're looking at nine wins. Michigan State will need an upset for 
some gravy. 


BYU 


Ticketed for Maximum Ride 
BYU is playing it a little cooler this season. No 

“Quest for Perfection” slogans on T-shirts. That didn’t 

work out last season, and humble is a good way to be 
when you're staring at a season-opener against Oklahoma in Arlington, Texas. 
Picking the Cougars in the Top 25 might not look so good after the Sooners 
get done with them, but it should be business as usual for a program that has 
lost only two Mountain West Conference games in three seasons. 


THE GOOD NEWS: Most of the offensive skill is back — efficient 
QB Max Hall, TE Dennis Pitta and RB Harvey Unga, as difficult to tackle as a 
cannon ball. Defensive standout Jan Jorgensen (24 career sacks) is back at 
one of the end spots. 


THE BAD NEWS: BYU was a cumulative 49 points worse than TCU 
and Utah last season. WR Austin Collie caught everything Hall threw, but he’s 
Off to the NFL. Four straight years in the Las Vegas Bowl? That's nice, but the 
Cougs wouldn't mind a different destination. 

OUR CALL: BYU has home games against Florida State, TCU and 
Utah. No way the Cougars lose all of them. One or two upsets will keep them 
straddling the Top 25 cut line. 
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The beat will go on at QB. Replace Michael Crabtree? Shut up. 
Final fling for combo of QB Juice Williams, WR Arrelious Benn. 
Shaky QB play might humble new coach Lane Kiffin in Year One, 
Schedule, favorable and easy, could lead to feel-good victory total. 
Four-year starting QB Riley Skinner gives Deacons a chance. 
Rodgers brothers keep OSU ahead of Pac-10’s thick middle. 
Borderline Top 25 material if not for relentless Big Ten road schedule. 
If OB spot gets settled, C.J. Spiller-led offense could be explosive. 
QB Case Keenum will fly offense through defense-less C-USA. 
Still-young team will benefit from all that experience of 2008. 
Stephen Garcia really needs to be the answer at quarterback. 

No more excuses if Irish can’t bust through with this veteran group. 
Title in watered-down Big East not out of reach for Scarlet Knights. 
More fun times with QB Tony Pike and WR Mardy Gilyard. 

School will have to rewrite offensive record book after 2009. 

Great defensive line will make Panthers compete in Big East. 
Improvement is coming in coach Bobby Petrino’s second season. 
Bulls try to ride star power of OB Matt Grothe, DE George Selvie. 
No buzz about Gene Chizik’s hiring, but spring reports were good. 
Decent play from @ new QB will have Cats eking into bow! again. 
Tigers had their shot in past two seasons; it's time to rebuild. 
Thanks to defense, UM can start another bowl streak ... but barely. 
Defense good, offense bad ... UCLA finds midpoint of Pac-10. 
All-ACC QB Russell Wilson could lead Pack higher in ACC. 

Trio of star defenders give UK a chance at fourth straight bowl. 
Easy non-league slate sets up Cats for another bow! trip. 

Coach Spaz has to make do in first season without NFL-quality DTs. 
Still good enough to knock off the big boys and defend league title, 
QB Robert Griffin might soon end Baylor's 14-year bow! drought. 
Jim Harbaugh’s hard-playing smart guys oh-so-close to a bow. 
Goodbye Metrodome, hello on-campus TCF Bank Stadium. 

Pac-10 is such that Devils are whisker-close to fourth place. 

Big hole at quarterback for 2008's second-highest scoring team. 
Terps too inconsistent last season to expect bigger things in ‘09. 
Can contend for a bowl, but not for title in mediocre North. 
School's first Conference USA title not entirely out of the question. 
League's best quarterback (Dan LeFevour) = league's best team. 
Aggies went winless against Big 12 South rivals last season. 

18 starters back from a bowl team ... yes, a Vandy bowl team. 
Offense needs to find life, but RB Donald Brown is off to the NFL. 
Offense rolls on, as do the Mids, to a seventh consecutive bowl. 
Even if new spread offense clicks, Cavs landlocked in Coastal, 

The paucity of Hope: Cupboard far from full for first-year coach. 
Colin Kaepernick expertly runs Chris Ault's pistol offense. 

Bill Snyder's to-do list: Find QB, improve D, tum back clock. 

Beat two bowl teams last season — Navy and Vanderbilt. 

This doesn't look like the year Steve Kragthorpe tums it around, 
Standout WR/QB Kellen Lewis dismissed from team in late April, 
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Third consecutive bow! likely behind senior OB Tim Hiller. 
Bulldogs back for more after 8-win season, Liberty Bowl victory. 
Non-conference: At Wisconsin, at Cincinnati, at Illinois, 

Offense built around promising sophomore QB Tim Jefferson. 
Transition to new coach Dan Mullen's spread will take a while, 
Coach Sark, QB Jake Locker give Husky fans reason to cheer. 
Herd inching close to first winning season since 2003. 

Mike Sanford, in fifth season, stil looking for a winning record. 
Falcons only 6-6 last season; lost four games by TD or less. 
Loaded defense will keep Trojans on top of league again. 

OB Trevor Vittatoe helps Miners Keep pace in high-scoring league. 
Baby steps would be OK for now for new coach Doug Marrone. 
QB Ryan Lindley a good first piece for new coach Brady Hoke, 
Steve Fairchild’s first season — 7-6, bow! win — was a success. 
Defending MAC champs will be fine if new QB Zach Maynard is. 
Young offense now experienced; experienced defense now young, 
Offensive questions at QB, RB, WR and OL. Other than that... 
Paul Rhoads inherits 10-game losing streak from Gene Chizik, 
Better talent on hand than last year's 2-10 suggests. 

RB Reggie Amold looking for 1,000 yards for fourth time, 

Can't repeat magical ride of 2008 without OB Nate Davis. 

Senior QB Rusty Smith aims for the third bow! of his career, 
Tough schedule includes opening with BCS winners USC, Utah, 
Opening up attack after ranking last nationally in offense (229.5), 
Ex-Mizzou coordinator Dave Christensen takes over in Laramie. 
Games at A&M, Texas Tech await new coach Mike Locksley. 

Had only one total win in ‘06 and ‘07; came up with five in 2008. 
Scheduling twist: Five of first seven foes have new coaches. 
Bobcats have a pair of senior quarterbacks they can win with, 
Nineteen retuming starters have Blue Raiders feeling better. 
Was 5-2 down the stretch last year, renewing hope for 2009. 
Eleven starters return on offense, including QB Joe Webb. 

June Jones will get this going; QB needs to stop throwing INTs. 
Three losing seasons in a row prompted switch to Tim Beckman. 
Huge losses on offense will make 10-3 season a distant memory. 
DE Larry English was 16th pick in draft, NIU’s highest ever. 

Shaky QB situation keeps Warhawks from higher league rating. 
New coach DeWayne Walker will put the focus on defense, 

Black Knights get it right by hiring Rich Ellerson as new coach, 
New on-campus stadium; Zips seek first winning record since ‘05. 
League’s top offense starts over at the skill positions. 

Mike Haywood takes over team that sunk to 10-27 past 3 years. 
First-year coach Ron English must overhaul league’s worst D. 

It's always something for Vandals; last winning season came in ’99. 
Aggies tum to ex-Utah defensive coordinator Gary Andersen. 
Mean Green too kind on defense, was nation’s worst in 2008, 
Hilltoppers start at bottom of college football's biggest mountain, 
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TEBOW, BRADFORD, MCCOY SET STAGE FOR EPIC SEASON 


A day before the BCS national champi- 
onship game, college football's most famous 
evangelical minister was eager to talk 
about college football’s most famous player. 

So eager that Bob Tebow paused only 
to put down his cell phone between 
shots. Papa Tebow was playing golf with 
his sons in the Florida sunshine when the 
question was posed: What do you think 
of those who doubt Tim’s ability to be an 
NFL quarterback? 

“That's hysterical, hilarious,” Bob said. 
“All the quarterback problems they have in 
the NFL? He'll be a quarterback in the NFL. 
It’s hard to even comment on it without 
saying something about the person’s intel- 
ligence who is making that comment.” 

Don’t get too deluded by a father’s 
love. The answer is as legitimate as the 
question, which seemingly has been 
floating around since Tebow was part of 
his first of two national championships in 
2006. He is so different, so unique, and 
so genuine that coaches, fans and critics 
have a hard time placing him. 

Yet, an overriding thought remains: 
Those who have orbited his aura have 
come away better persons and athletes. 

“T don’t know if he’s the best passer. 

I don’t know if he has the best arm,” said 
former teammate Percy Harvin. “I do 
think he'll go down as the most dominat- 
ing player to play college football.” 
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BY DENNIS DODD 


If that’s the case, then what does that 
say about the Heisman race for this year? 
All three finalists are back. All three 

spurned NFL riches. All three could end 
up in the same front-row seats they were 
in last December in New York, their butt 
grooves already worn in. 

Tebow, Oklahoma's Sam Bradford and 
Texas’ Colt McCoy. Call them the game's 
Three Amigos. 

They have won three national champi- 
onships and two Heismans. Their presence 
makes this potentially the best year for 
major-college quarterbacks since 1982 
when Dan Marino, Jim Kelly and John 
Elway all came out. Maybe better. 

But why do we want to let go so soon? 
Bradford would have been a top 10 NFL 
draft choice but stayed even after win- 
ning the Heisman. McCoy was tempted to 
leave more than anyone knows. Tebow is 
so accomplished that pundits have long 
been arguing over whether his quarter- 
back talents translate to the NFL. 

That perturbs Bob Tebow, among others. 

“He's got it, man,” said new Florida 
offensive line coach Steve Addazio. “I've 
been around this game a long time. I've 
heard all this ‘fundamental’ and that ‘pretty 
spiral. At the end of the day who's got it?” 

Actually, the Three Amigos all have it. 

But let’s not talk NFL Draft power just 
yet. It’s more about the sizzle, anticipa- 


tion. Another version of musical chairs 
when three top-flight teams can’t fit into 
the two slots reserved for January, this 
time in the Rose Bowl. 

An entire set of finalists have never 
returned together for the Heisman ceremony 
the next year. The closest that could have 
happened is 1946. Army's Doc Blanchard 
won the trophy in 1945. Teammate Glenn 
Davis was second. The next year Davis won 
it and Blanchard finished fourth. 

One problem: The Heisman folks didn’t 
invite finalists to New York until 1983. 

USC's Matt Leinart was the winner in 2004 
and a finalist (third overall) in 2005. Two 
former Heisman winners have never returned 
as finalists, mostly because until 2007 a 
sophomore (Tebow) had never won the 
award. Bradford made it two in a row in ‘08. 

But if you assembled a short list for 
the Heisman in 2009, how do you pick 
against the Three Amigos once again sit- 
ting in the front row in December? 

Tebow, already armed with two champi- 
onship rings, couldn't leave Gator Nation's 
love and devotion. McCoy returns to a load- 
ed Texas squad as the most accurate single- 
season passer in Football Bowl Subdivision 
history. Bradford listened to his coaches, 
his family, the NFL Draft evaluators — and 
his heart. 

A bigger deal should have been made out 
of it. The Jan. 15 deadline for players to 
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declare for the draft turned out to be a 
giant collective gift to college football fans. 
Bradford was the tipping point for the 
annual underclassman declarations. Against 

all odds, and maybe logic, the Heisman 
winner decided to stay. The return of 
Bradford, Tebow and McCoy means the top 
three teams in the final 2008 coaches poll 
will return more or less intact in 2009. 


As flashbacks go, it was a doozy for 
Bradford. You don’t have your brain 
scrambled and come out the back end 
without a reminder. 

“T remember waking up the next morn- 
ing and having the biggest headache of 
my life,” Bradford said. 

The reigning Heisman Trophy winner 
sat in the lobby of Oklahoma's football 
facility recounting not only his painful 
concussion three years ago, but also that 
of his friend Blake Griffin. 

Both had been concussed, badly. Griffin, 
OU's former power forward, missed a couple 
of games in February after a mysterious hit 
against Texas. Bradford had his head 
slammed to the turf at Texas Tech in 2007. 

They both emerged from the pain to 
become the second set of players from the 
same school to win Heisman and National 
Basketball Player of the Year honors. 

“You're trying so hard to get it back 
together and you can't,” said Oklahoma 
coach Bob Stoops, who has seen his share 
of concussions. “I know the frustration. 
You don’t even remember you asked 
somebody (something).” 

Griffin got out after two seasons, figur- 
ing if he was going to get hurt, he might 
as well get paid. Bradford? If 2007 ended 
with scrambled synapses, then 2008 was 


SAMBRADEORD 


the polar opposite. 

He might have been the most protected 
Heisman winner in history, considering he 
was sacked only 13 times. That will not 
necessarily be the case in 2009 — neither 
the Heisman nor staying upright. Stoops 
must replace three starters on his offen- 
sive line. It didn’t help the outlook when 
QU’s coach had to call out his line prior 
to spring practice. 

So why subject yourself to all that 
uncertainty? Bradford has suffered that 
concussion. He has won a Heisman, and 
led the most prolific offense in modern 
history (716 points). What is there left to 
prove? Lots, it turns out. 

“Tt was one of those things where I never 
could get myself to be 100 percent (commit- 
ted) to leaving,” Bradford said. “There were 
some reasons I could have left and should 
have left. There were a lot more benefits for 
me to come back another year to mature.” 

It’s clear that someone — actually a lot 
of people — got to Bradford. Shortly after 
retuming from the bowl game, he sat down 
with quarterbacks coach Josh Heupel. 

“Before you decide to enter the draft 
everything you hear is positive,” said 
Bradford, a rising redshirt junior. “The 
minute you declare for the draft, head 
coaches, GMs are looking at you trying to 
find what’s wrong with you. They're try- 
ing to find a reason not to draft you.” 

Bradford listened to the scouts who said 
he needed to gain weight and just play. 
He has started only 28 career games. 

“You can always get quicker at recogniz- 
ing defenses,” he said. “Maybe picking up 
the small things in a defense that gives 
away if they're going to blitz. I feel like I'm 
pretty comfortable seeing the big things.” 

The big things led to 50 touchdowns 
and only eight interceptions. His uniform 
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literally didn’t get dirty for much of the 
season. That last stat could almost be 
a drawback. Scouts want to see Bradford 
react under pressure, how tough he is 
after he gets smacked in the mouth. 

Oklahoma is so good that flaws in 
a quarterback could be hidden, only to 
become apparent because the NFL team 
he is likely to play with could be so bad. 

“He chuckled at the notion that he is 
a finished product,” Stoops said. 

-“He said, ‘Coach, I know I'm going to 
get better’ He felt like he didn’t luck out 
and have a couple of good years here. 
This is him. He's going to get better by 
natural growth, strength, and maturity.” 

In 10 years on the job, Stoops has lost 
fewer than 10 underclassmen. His mes- 
sage is getting through. Unless you're in 
financial straits and/or a slam-dunk top 
10 pick, it’s not worth it. 

“There's a lot of people who think it’s a 
for-sure thing I’m coming out after next 
year,” Bradford said. 


It had to be the signature play of 
Tebow’s career. It had to be a jump pass. 

That particular play is how we began 
the Tebow story almost three years ago. 
Tebow amazed a nation — Gator and the 
U.S. — against LSU in October 2006. The 
freshman took only 15.snaps that day but 
was able to throw for two touchdowns 
and run for another in a 23-10 victory. 

It was a jump pass to Tate Casey that 
everyone remembers. Like a pull-up jump- 
er, Tebow half shot putted it into the 
hands of his tight end. 

“That put the jump pass on the map,” for- 
mer offensive coordinator Dan Mullen said. 

In January, Tebow picked out 6-5 David 
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Nelson with the 4-yard insurance touch- 
down (jump) pass in Florida's 24-14 BCS 
title game victory over Oklahoma. In only 
the second title game to feature two 
Heisman Trophy-winning quarterbacks, 
Tebow hurdled several more tall buildings. 

Tebow has grown from novelty act to 
one of the greatest college quarterbacks 
ever. All he has left to chase is a third 
national championship and a second 
Heisman. By the end of this year, he 
could be the GOAT — Greatest Of All Time. 

“Tf he develops like he will next year, 
we will be hard-pressed to put anyone 
above him,” Mullen said before departing 
to become Mississippi State’s head coach. 
“He might not be the best quarterback, 
best this, best that. Best football player? 
He might be.” 

Oklahoma defensive back Dominique 
Franks made headlines at the BCS title 
game when he said Tebow would have 
been the fourth-best quarterback in the 
talent-rich Big 12 last season. 

“Tm just thankful for being fourth,” 
said Tebow, whose real reply came against 
the Sooners. 

He might play two years in the NFL, he 


a big stop without getting clocked. 

(See the SEC championship game.) 
“There are fake counterfeit 20 dollar 

bills out there,” Bob Tebow said. “That 

doesn't stop you from spending your real 

20 dollar bills in the world.” 


Colt McCoy walked out of an Amazon 
jungle for the second consecutive spring 
this year with a renewed sense of self — 
and a beard. 

“I guess that’s kind of a hot topic isn’t 
it?” he said. “We didn’t shave for about 
seven days.” 

For a Heisman candidate who looks like 
he could pass for a junior high prom 
king, it was a talking point. 

Like Tebow, McCoy's Christian values take 
center stage. In 2008, he decided to give up 
his worldly comforts in the offseason for a 
week in order to travel to Peru as part of a 
mission trip to help youth in the Amazon 
Basin. Texas coaches were concerned when 
he returned having lost 15 pounds. 

This year his group brought a cook, 
along with Frisbees, soccer balls, footballs 


ALL THREE FINALISTS ARE BACK. ALL THREE SPURNED NFL 
RICHES, ALL THREE COULD END UP IN THE SAME FRONT-ROW 


SEATS THEY WERE IN LAST DECEMBER IN NEW YORK, THEIR 
BUTT GROOVES ALREADY WORN IN. 


might play 15. But at some point, his entire 
life is going to be directed to spreading his 
faith. The NFL is merely the next goal. 

“Qverall, I just felt loyal to this place,” 
he said. “I feel like I'm a role model, and a 
lot of times people start things and don't 
finish them. I didn’t want to be like that.” 

What, exactly, does he have left to 
prove? In between golf shots that day, 
Bob Tebow said: “Most people are just 
very skeptical.” 

They can't believe, he says, that his son 
is so squeaky clean. They can’t believe he 
drinks a glass of milk the night before a 
big game or that he enjoys Sinatra. 

“Send in the Clowns,” Tim said proudly. 
True, Tebow has missed on 34 percent 
of his career passes (a 66-percent comple- 
tion rate isn't bad.) He doesn't pick up 

every third-and-short. 

But he does show up at 6 a.m. to work 
out with the offensive linemen when 
other teammates are still catching zzzs. 
He is probably one of the few quarter- 
backs anywhere who could jump into a 
defensive huddle and urge on the unit to 
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and extra clothes. The idea was not to 
return with any of it. 

“We made that the No. 1 focus in our 
lives, to be with them,” McCoy said. 

There is a decision to be made on 
Amazon Trip No. 3 in 2010, It likely 
would conflict with his duties as an NFL 
employee, 

McCoy chose not to come out after his 
redshirt junior season. His team was a 
last-second loss away from winning the 
Big 12 South and perhaps playing for the 
national championship. 

That Nov. 1 loss at Texas Tech was the 
razor-thin difference between Oklahoma 
winning the Big 12 South and ultimately 
playing Florida in the BCS title game. Had 
freshman defensive back Blake Gideon not 
dropped an interception, or Tech’s Michael 
Crabtree not made a stunning game-win- 
ning touchdown catch-and-run with one 
second left, McCoy was closer to jumping 
to the NFL than most people think. 

“It was a tough decision, a really tough 
decision,” McCoy said. “It’s been a dream 
of mine.” 


McCoy and his family took advantage of 
the NFL Draft board, a group of experts 
who assess a prospect's draft position. 

“Tt was one that I probably shouldn't 
have turned down,” McCoy admitted. 

McCoy set the NCAA accuracy record 
last season (76.7 percent) while also lead- 
ing the Horns in rushing. He is the 
Southwestern version of Tebow, almost 
too good to believe off the field while 
being a killer on it. 

In the end, the lure of chasing the one 
that got away was too much. Texas is 
loaded going into 2009. McCoy was almost 
a one-man offense at times last season. 
His receivers were smallish. There was no 
go-to running back. He simply ran away 
from pressure with his legs (a team-lead- 
ing 561 rushing yards). 

Four starters return on the offensive 
line. The running backs don’t blow you 
away, but they have to get better don't 
they? As long as the Big 12 tiebreaker 
doesn’t get in the way again, Texas 
should face a de facto championship game 
play-in against Oklahoma in October. 

It could have been a mess, of course. 
Ryan Perrilloux could have been the Texas 
quarterback. 

It was great for the Horns back then 
when the nation’s top prep player com- 
mitted to Mack Brown. Then the kid 
started making crazy talk. He wanted to 
win the Heisman as a freshman. 

Texas hadn't realized it, but Perrilloux 
really was not the kind of player they want- 
ed. Perrilloux waffled. Nothing wrong with 
that. He signed with LSU. Really, nothing 
wrong with that. Brown had a contingency 
plan ... but that almost didn’t work, either. 

Texas came in late on a quarterback 
from Southlake, Texas, named Chase 
Daniel. What Texas wants, Texas gets. 

In this case, though, Daniel had long 
since become enamored with Gary Pinkel’s 
offense, which was almost exactly the 
same he had run at powerhouse Southlake. 
Daniel himself chased a Heisman in 2007 
and led Missouri to the No. 1 ranking. 

Luckily, Brown had offered a skinny kid 
from Tuscola in 2005. It was the only 
quarterback in his recruiting class. That 
year Texas won the national champion- 
ship with Vince Young. 

Who knew that three years later, the 
post-Young era might turn out to be bet- 
ter at Texas? 

And for college football, 2009 might be 
the best. 


Dennis Dodd is a senior writer for 
CBSSports.com 
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LINDY'S ASKS THE DRAFT EXPERTS 


Lindy’s Football Annuals asked a group of 
NFL Draft experts to weigh in on the 
strengths and weaknesses of Tim Tebow, 
Sam Bradford and Colt McCoy: 


ON TEBOW: 

“He needed to stay in school. As great 
as he is as a college quarterback, there are 
major questions about him on the next 
level. Can he take snaps from center? What 
about that poor footwork? How strong is 
the arm? Working with new quarterback 
coach Scot Loeffler will help him this year. 
He will improve his footwork and work on 
taking snaps from center, I think the arm 
is strong enough. Do I think he can play 
quarterback in the next level? Yes, But it 
will take a couple of years of work to get 
him out of the bad habits that Florida 
offense has instilled in him.” 

“NFL scouts are not impressed with his 
work as a pure passer. His arm strength is 
unquestioned, but his ability to read 
defenses from the pocket, anticipate his 
receivers’ routes and deliver a pass into a 
tight window have not been proven. But his 
leadership and toughness will endear him 
to coaches at the next level; in fact, teams 
will consider him a top fullback — or even 
a Wildcat quarterback — prospect if he is 
unable to improve his footwork and shorten 
his deliberate throwing motion.” 

“Tebow appears to have the intelligence 
and work ethic to learn both mechanics 
and new offenses quickly. NFL teams may 
find themselves warming up to Tebow as 
a quarterback prospect throughout the 
2009 season and postseason, much like 
they did West Virginia’s Pat White.” 


ON BRADFORD: 

“Bradford is one of the most accurate 
quarterbacks in recent memory. His abili- 
ty to stand in the pocket and deliver 
short, intermediate and deep throws on- 
time and on the mark is remarkable. 
However, Oklahoma's offensive line loses 
four starters this fall. That means the 
lanky quarterback might be forced to 
prove for the first time that he can con- 
sistently make plays under pressure, 
take multiple big hits in a game and 
throw accurately on the run. If he does 
those things, then the inevitable compar- 
isons to Peyton Manning will begin.” 

“I was shocked he decided to stay. He 
was a sure top-10 pick. He's deadly accu- 
rate, and the league loves that. There is 
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concern in the scouting community that he 
might be a product of the offense. They 
play such an up-tempo style that he could 
be hurt by that on the next level. Plus, 
there was loads of talent on that side of the 
ball last year. There is also some talk that 
his arm isn’t great. But I think it’s plenty 
strong enough. If you asked me to compare 
him to Mark Sanchez ... I'd take Bradford.” 
“He has a combination of size, intelli- 
gence and accuracy that no other quarter- 
back in the country can match. He does not 
own a howitzer, but has plenty of arm 
strength to make every NFL throw and is 
remarkably refined in his setup and delivery, 
considering his relative lack of experience. 
“The concern people have with 
Bradford is that he has a wiry frame that 
may not be able to handle the punish- 
ment of the NFL. He was protected by one 
of the best offensive lines in the country 
in 2008 and will have to prove that he 
can throw accurately with rushers bearing 
down on him. If he can enjoy similar suc- 
cess in 2009 — with fresh, inexperienced 
faces up front and at wide receiver — 
his rating will go up considerably.” 


ON MCCOY; 

“McCoy took a big step toward becom- 
ing a top prospect as a junior, adding 
bulk and displaying leadership, moxie, 
accuracy and mobility. McCoy doesn't 
have a prototypical NFL quarterback 
frame (6-3, 210), plays in a spread 
offense, and lacks the rocket arm and 
consistent footwork teams look for in 
a first-round pick. 

“Tt will also be difficult for him 
to match his ridiculous statistics from last 
season. Even if he doesn’t, he can 
improve enough in his mechanics and arm 
strength over the next year to make 
teams consider him as a first-day, if not 


first-round selection.” 

“He made the right decision going back 
to school. I think he needs to get stron- 
ger. He’s a tough kid, but he’s frail. The 
knock on him is whether his arm strength 
is good enough. I think it is. 

“The thing that draws me to him is 
how accurate he is as a passer. The ball is 
always there on time and hits receivers in 
stride. He also has mobility to move 
around the pocket, which the NFL loves. 
I'm not sure he’s the next Matt Ryan, but 
he does have that same feel to him. ... 

“Of the three, McCoy has the traits to 
rank as the top pro-style passer due to 
his size, mobility and experience. He has 
enough arm strength to make every NFL 
pass, though an area he can improve 
upon is in putting more loft under his 
deeper throws. 

“McCoy's statistical accuracy is out- 
standing, but he benefitted a bit from the 
quick-hitting offense Texas runs, as well 
as consistent route-running and hands 
from his primary receivers. McCoy can 
improve his stock by checking off his ini- 
tial read more frequently, as he has a 
tendency to lock-on and will force the 
ball into tight spaces, at times. 

“His ability to feel pressure, challenge 
the defense with his feet and yet still 
keep his eyes downfield to exploit cover- 
age breakdowns is an exciting combina- 
tion for the next level. Perhaps most 
impressive, however, has been his mental 
and physical maturation since taking over 
the starting position. McCoy may have 
entered Texas as a colt, but his improved 
strength and speed is more reminiscent of 
a thoroughbred.” 


AND AN ADDED NOTE: 
“Keep an eye on Mississippi's Jevan 
Snead. He might pass up all these guys.” 
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TIM TEBOW 
Q:; There's so much speculation about 
what position you will play at the next 
level. Given your off-field convictions, will 
you be OK if you never play in the NFL? 


A; “Yeah, Ill be OK. Will I be upset? 
Obviously, that’s my goal. But, no, it’s not 
going to mean my life is over because there are 
a lot more things that are important to me.” 


Q: What do you say to critics who say you 
aren't a classic quarterback, that you face 
an uphill battle to make it in the NFL? 


A: “Maybe if I changed the way I played a 
little bit, they would look at me a little dif 
ferently. Maybe if I just threw the ball and 
didn’t run and didn’t hit people and didn’t 
get excited, they would look at me a little 
differently. I just use that as motivation.” 


Q: In the offseason, the school immortal- 
ized your “guarantee” after the Ole Miss 
game by putting up a plaque. Do you 
believe your teammates rallied around 
your comments that they “will never see 
any player play as hard as I will the rest 
of the season”? 


A: “T think they really respected what 

I said and my attitude towards it, but even 
more so than that, my approach the next 
week and the weeks after that. I think the 
rest of my team, how they approached it 
that Sunday we came out, we had a great 
practice. I think you could really see the 
team, the momentum change, because of 
our effort, our enthusiasm, and everything 
we went out there and we played for.” 


Q: Between winning the national champi- 
onship and winning the Heisman and tak- 
ing mission trips do you feel like your life 
is perfect? 

A: “T's definitely not on cruise control. ... 
Sometimes my biggest message to other 
athletes is, yeah, we know you're great in 
football, but take that greatness, your plat- 


form, use it to influence other people. Use 
it for good. Sometimes it’s hard for people 
to see because football becomes people's 
worlds. It's everything. ... My passion, even 
more so than football, is what I can do 
with the platform that football gives me. 
“There's always going to be naysayers, 
people that are going to say it’s fake. 
That's fine because you can't control 
everybody. But I can control what I do, my 
attitude, how I approach the situation.” 
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SAM BRADFORD 


Q: Have the demands on your time 
changed since you won the Heisman? 


A: “Tt has definitely been enlightening. 
The guys at the Heisman told me life 
would never be the same after the award. 
I wasn't sure how to take that. I now see 
there is a big change in my life.” 


Q: You won the Heisman, won the Big 
12, played for the national championship 
and were projected to be the first quar- 
terback taken if you came out. Why did 
you come back? 


A: “T’ve dreamed about playing at 
Oklahoma since I was little. I did go back 
and forth. I really didn’t put much 
thought into it before the national cham- 
pionship game. There were a lot of things 
I had to comprehend, knowing that if 

I left I'd be leaving a lot of teammates. 
Nothing is for certain.” 


Q: You've said that once you declare for 
the draft one of the drawbacks is that 
they start looking for ways to tear you 
down. Explain? 


A: “You've got to be extremely prepared 
when you enter the draft. No weaknesses, 
no flaws, nothing they can find a reason 
not to draft you.” 


©: You and Blake Griffin became the sec- 
ond players from the same school to win 
National Player of the Year awards in the 


two major sports in the same academic 
year. Not only that, you played together 
on the same AAU team. How cool is that? 


A; “Blake's a great guy; a great sense of 
humor, We used to ride to practice 
together. I don’t think either of us would 
stop laughing the whole time. He was 
doing impressions of people. He's one of 
the funniest guys I know. He's not that 
serious off the court at all.” 
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COLT MCCOY 


Q: You spent a week in the Peruvian jun- 
gle for the second consecutive offseason 
on a Christian mission trip. Word has it 
that you were able to sprout a beard. 
True? 


A: I guess that's kind of a hot topic isn’t it? 
We didn’t shave for about seven days. There 
weren't any mirrors at all. We had a little 
bit of running water at night to take a 
shower and brush our teeth. That was it.” 


Q:; Have you thought about the fact that 
next year you'll be employed by some NFL 
team and might not be able to take 
another mission trip? 


A: “T really have not thought that far 
ahead. I really would like to continue to 
do this. It really makes you appreciate 
the things you have.” 


Q: Do you guys still agonize over losing 
that Big 12 South tiebreaker to 
Oklahoma, a team you beat head-to-head? 


A: “You have to let that go. It hurt during 
the season. It’s a testament to our team. 
We did a great job overcoming it. We were 
able to fight through and win the rest of 
our games. We felt like we should have 
had an opportunity to play in that Big 12 
game, and if we were fortunate enough to 
win that, the national championship 
game. That's motivation for us.” 


©: Your brother Case, also a quarterback, 
committed to Texas in the offseason. Is 
he better than you? 


A: “Td like to say he is. His teams weren't 
as successful as mine were, though.” 
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HURRY UP 
AND WAIT 
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Jimbo Fisher 


Jimbo Fisher has it made. At some point. 

We're not talking about that undefeat- 
ed season he was a part of with Auburn 
in 1993. 

We're not talking about the national 
championship ring he earned as offensive 
coordinator at LSU in 2003. 

Those accolades have helped make him 
one of the highest-paid and most highly 
regarded assistants in the country. 

But the real payoff comes when a 
79-year-old military buff decides to ride 
his golf cart into the sunset. For a coach- 
in-waiting, the biggest part of the job 
description is, well, the waiting. 

So far, he’s been waiting a while to 
become a head coach, with the official 
wait-list now at two years and counting. 
In 2007, Florida State announced that 
offensive coordinator Fisher had already 
been hired as the successor to Bobby 
Bowden, helping to start a trend that 


BY DENNIS DODD 


James Franklin 


sees no end this season. 

At least six schools have joined the 
coach-in-waiting program: Kentucky, 
Texas, Maryland and Florida State have 
designated assistants waiting to take 
over. Purdue and Oregon already have 
transitioned their coaches-in-waiting to 
coaches-in-office. 

While FSU was first to create the term, 
Purdue was actually the first to elevate an 
assistant coach. Associate head coach/ 
offensive line coach Danny Hope took over 
after last season when Joe Tiller retired. 

In March, Chip Kelly took over for Mike 
Bellotti at Oregon after having to wait 
just a few months as a coach-in-waiting. 
Bellotti, the dean of Pac-10 coaches, slid 
over to become athletic director. 

“That's why the situation at Oregon is 
as good as it gets,” said Kelly, who less 
than three years ago was the offensive 
coordinator at New Hampshire. “I have 
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a chance to take over a top 10 program. 
Your AD happens to be the all-time win- 
ningest coach at the school.” 

But back to Fisher, Patient Zero when it 
comes to this phenomenon. He was 
brought in after Bobby's son Jeff was 
given a golden parachute by disgruntled 
boosters. It made sense. Fisher had played 
and coached for another Bowden, Terry, 
who urged his former offensive coordinator 
at Auburn to take the job of a lifetime in 
Tallahassee. 

That’s when it became complicated. 

Schools didn’t stop coming after Fisher 
even though he had a multi-million dollar 
penalty built into his FSU deal that was 
activated if he so much as interviewed 
with a rival. Add to that the fact that 
Florida State’s offense hasn't exactly taken 
off in Fisher's two seasons. 

While it has improved marginally — 
the ‘Noles finished 2008 second in ACC total 
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offense — FSU was only 51st nationally. 

This is not just a Fisher question. It 
must be asked of all the coaches-in-wait- 
ing: Can The Solution become part of The 
Problem before getting to the throne? 

“Florida State is still one of the top 
jobs in the country,” Fisher said last year. 
“It’s going to take us a couple of years to 
get things ironed out. We'll win games, 
but I’m talking about getting up there. 
Two or three good recruiting classes 
I think we'll be here.” 

Fisher's ascent might be accelerated. 

In the spring, the school appealed 
NCAA penalties that might cause Bowden 
to forfeit 14 of his career victories. If 
that’s the case, the race to the grave for 
the all-time wins mark would be all but 
over. Penn State’s Joe Paterno finished 
last season ahead by one, 383-382. 

Some have speculated that with a 
futile chase ahead, Bowden might retire 
sooner than expected. Fisher's contract 


Joker Phillips 


states that he must replace Bowden by 
the end of the 2010 season or be owed 
$5 million. If Fisher departs before 
January 2011, he would owe the school 
the same amount. 

But how did we get to this new, con- 
fusing, open-ended point? 

Naming a successor keeps a coveted 
coach off the market. It theoretically 
creates a seamless line of succession. 

Critics, however, say that creating a 
coach-in-waiting is an easy way to skirt 
diversity hiring practices. Yet, two of the 
coaches — Maryland’s James Franklin and 
Kentucky's Joker Phillips — are African- 
American. 

It certainly saves money, in that all six 
men will be first-time head coaches. 
Schools won't have to pay a premium 
price for a sitting head coach or employ 
a search committee. 

“What I think has happened, theyre 
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starting to push the assistants (because) 
it’s harder and harder to go out there and 
find future head coaches. The NFL is paying 
so well,” Fisher said. “It's the only way you 
can keep top people in college football. 

“Tt used to be if you had any success 
and you had a chance to go to pro ball, 
boom. The money would drag you in. If 
they keep doing that, college ball had to 
do something to keep something in col- 
lege football.” 

Four coaches, then, are about to get 
the jobs of their lives. The problem has 
become the proper way to wait in limbo. 

In Ralph Friedgen’s case, they had 
begun to talk. They being rival recruiters 
who were beginning to plant the seed 
that the 62-year-old Maryland coach was 
close to retirement. 

It got a little ridiculous when Friedgen 
heard the whispers from the high school 
coach of a prospect whose other suitors 
were Paterno and Boston College coach 


Frank Spaziani. Paterno is 82. Spaziani is 
Friedgen’s age. 

Who exactly is the spring chicken of 
those three? 

“Every time I had a recruiting deal, the 
subject comes up, ‘How long you going to 
be here as coach?” Friedgen said. “Even 
when I had five or six years left on my 
contract, that was coming up.” 

Friedgen started to think about the 
idea of replacement when Franklin was 
hired as offensive coordinator after the 
2007 season. Maryland was lucky to get 
the up-and-coming assistant for the sec- 
ond time (Franklin had been recruiting 
coordinator earlier in the decade). 

Slightly more than a year after arriving 
from Kansas State, Franklin found himself 
named Maryland's next head coach — 
effective when Friedgen steps down. 

That's where things get fuzzy. Franklin, 
37, is guaranteed a five-year deal once he 


becomes head coach. When that will be is 
not clear. Friedgen’s current deal expires 
on Jan. 2, 2012. If he remains head coach 
past that point, Maryland would owe 
Franklin $1 million. The head coach, 
though, says he has no concrete plans to 
leave after the 2011 season. 

“James was having a lot of opportuni- 
ties to go to other places,” Friedgen said. 
“If I'm going to put 10 or 12 years of 
my life into this, I've solved a lot of ques- 
tions from a stability standpoint. I was 

going to start losing staff members 
because they didn’t know who the next 
coach was going to be. Now they do.” 

The puppeteer in controlling the coach- 
ing market is Jimmy Sexton. The 
Memphis-based agent had 12 head coach- 
es as clients last season — 10 percent of 
Division I-A. The coaches-in-waiting thing 
is so prevalent that he is getting into 
that business, too. Fisher and Texas 
defensive coordinator Will Muschamp are 
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Danny Hope 


also his clients. 

The question is, did Texas identify 
Muschamp as Mack Brown's successor, or 
did a well-placed call by Sexton nudge 
Texas along? Whatever the case, Texas’ 
move ruined several coaching searches 
across the country. 

Like Fisher, the 38-year-old Muschamp 
remains one of the hottest coaches in the 
country. Texas, though, has promised him 
the keys to the Longhorns’ kingdom when 
Brown steps down. 

Once again: Who knows when that will 
be? Texas doubled Muschamp’s salary to 
$900,000 on Jan. 1 just to, you know, hang 
around. Brown has eight years left on his 
current deal and is no rush to hit the links. 

In that case, Muschamp might become 
the first coach-in-aging. 

“I won't be a Bobby Bowden or a Joe 
Paterno,” he said. “But I'll be here a long 
time and as long as it works for me.” 
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uperman has a flaw. 

It’s not a big flaw. But it’s there. 

A little hole in his game, which 

leads to doubt, which leads to 
cloudy projections, which leads some to 
wonder if Florida quarterback Tim Tebow 
will ever amount to anything more than, 
oh, being carved into college football's 
Mount Rushmore. 

“The most polarizing NFL prospect in 
the country,” is how one NFL scout de- 
scribed Tebow to Lindy’s. 

He has pretty much done it all in col- 
lege — two national championships, one 
Heisman Trophy, one postgame speech 
that is commemorated on a silver plaque 
at Florida — but pro scouts wonder about 
the simplest of things. 

Such as, can Tebow be effective tak- 
ing a snap from center? 

There it is. That little flaw. 
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Flaw or not, polarizing or not, that’s 
not really the concern right here, right 
now. College football has enjoyed Tebow 
just the way he is, and that’s why, in what 
could be one of the most engaging Heis- 
man races ever, he is Lindy’s preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Oklahoma quarterback Sam Bradford, 
like Tebow, could make history by join- 
ing Ohio State’s Archie Griffin as a two- 
time Heisman winner. Texas quarterback 
Colt McCoy, who might have done more 
with less last season, is angling to steal 
Heisman and national title game thunder 
from the other two. 

But it’s Tebows team that starts 
No. 1, and it’s Tebow who so far has truly 
transcended the game. 

Put it this way: Would you really want 
to bet against him? 

“The competitiveness, the intelli- 
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Tebow Ready 
to Erase 
Nagging 
Next-Level 
Doubts 


By Anthony Gimino 


gence, the toughness ... I don’t want to 
say he’s maxed out,” said Florida coach 
Urban Meyer. “But, obviously, he’s as 
good as there is.” 

Probably so, and then Meyer and new 
quarterbacks coach Scot Loeffler set about 
this spring making Tebow better at every- 
thing else. Not an overhaul, but tinker- 
ing. The Gators still want him to be Tim 
Tebow, not Tom Brady. 

Speaking of Brady, he was one of Lo- 
effler’s pupils at Michigan. So were Brian 
Griese and Chad Henne. Loeffler, 34, spent 
last season with the Detroit Lions. 

Whatever Tebow has been doing has 
been just fine. In addition to running like 
a tailback, in three seasons he has thrown 
for 67 touchdowns, with only 11 intercep- 
tions. Even with his less-than-Pro Bowl 
delivery, he managed to go 230 consecu- 
tive passes without an interception. 

But when scouts previously decon- 
structed that delivery, they didn’t like his 
long windup ... or that somewhat sidearm 
delivery ... or what looked like poor foot- 
work. You can get away with that stuff in 
college, kid, but not when playing with 
the big boys. 

The good news is Loeffler knows 
how to fix all that. By the end of spring, 
Tebow’s motion was tighter, more over the 
top and his lower body was more involved 
in the mechanics of the throw. Spirals 
and accuracy. Just how the scouts like it. 

“You can see the difference,” Meyer 
said. 
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Tebow even took snaps from under 
center, which will be part of the Gators’ 
offense this season. 

“There are certain areas that he need- 
ed work with,” Meyer said. 

“We want him to play some under cen- 
ter. He never really did it in high school. 
He was just not comfortable with it. We 
didn’t spend a lot of time teaching it. 

“Now, the quarterback coach I hired is 
very efficient teaching it. We've done it. 
I would like to have an I-formation pack- 
age because I feel we have three tailbacks 
who can play for the first time since our 
staff has been here.” 

Will this all be enough to alleviate 
scouts’ fears? 

“The beauty of Urban 
Meyer's spread option attack 


Tim Tebow Jahvid Best 


FIRST TEAM 


Ht. Wt. 
6-3 245 
5-10 195 
6-0 235 


Pos Name 

QB Tim Tebow 

RB Jahvid Best 

RB Jonathan Dwyer 
Dez Bryant 6-2 215 
Arrelious Benn 6-2 220 
Jermaine Gresham 6-6 261 
6-5 300 
6-6 305 
6-5 325 
6-5 308 
6-8 302 
6-0 198 


WR 
WR 
TE 
Cc Kris O’Dowd 


OL 
OL 
OL 
OL 
PK 


Russell Okung 
Ciron Black 
Trent Williams 
Adam Ulatoski 
Kai Forbath 


Kris O'Dowd Russell Okung 
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Yr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Jr. 
Or. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 


is that the quarterback is rarely asked to 
make more than a read or two before hav- 
ing the option to run with the ball,” the 
scout told Lindy’s. “In the NFL, Tebow will 
be asked to make many more reads and 
won't be able to run with the consistent 
success he’s had in college. 

“He isn't a particularly accurate pass- 
er much of the time. Tebow sprays passes 
a bit, often forcing his receivers to slow or 
accelerate on medium-range and longer 
passes. He is able to get away with it at 
the collegiate level because the defenses 
are spread apart so much, but he could 
struggle in the NFL.” 

In addition, Tebow will have to over- 


Jonathan Dwyer Dez Bryant 


come another kind of Heisman curse. 

Only two Heisman-winning quarter- 
backs (and only one pure quarterback) 
have gone from winning the statue to 
the pro football Hall of Fame — Notre 
Dame’s Paul Hornung and Navy's Roger 
Staubach. 

Of the previous 11 Heisman-winning 
quarterbacks before Bradford and Tebow, 
dating to Andre Ware in 1989, only Car- 
son Palmer has made it to the Pro Bowl. 

So while Tebow is tearing up college 
again — building on his 9,112 career yards 
and school-record 43 rushing touchdowns 
— the scouts will be wondering about his 
translatable skills. 

As for the rest of us, for one 
more season, we get to appreci- 
ate watching Superman fly. 


> f Fa! 
Arrelious Benn Jermaine Gresham 


SECOND TEAM 


School 

Florida 

Cal 

Georgia Tech 
Oklahoma State 
lilinois WR 
Oklahoma TE 
USC Cc 
Oklahoma State OL 
LSU OL 
Oklahoma OL 
Texas OL 
UCLA PK 


RB 
RB 
WR 


Noel Devine 
Julio Jones 


John Estes 


John Jerry 


Trent Williams 


Mardy Gilyard 
Rob Gronkowski 


Brandon Carter 
Rodney Hudson 


Mike Johnson 
Matt Bosher 


Pos Name Ht Wt. Yr. School 


QB Sam Bradford 
Kendall Hunter 


6-4 218 Jr. 
5-8 190 Jr. 
5-8 170 Jr. 
6-4 210 So. 
6-1 180 Sr. 
6-6 265 Jr. 
6-3 295 _ Sr. 
6-7 354 Sr. 
6-5 350 Sr. 
6-2 285 Jr. 
6-6 305 Sr. 
6-0 205 Jr. 


Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State 
West Virginia 
Alabama 
Cincinnati 
Arizona 
Hawaii 
Texas Tech 
Ole Miss 
Florida State 
Alabama 
Miami 


Adam Ulatoski Kai Forbath 
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aylor Mays loves going to school 
at USC. OK, maybe that’s a bit ex- 
treme. He loves being at USC. 
“I can't say I want to take 
Spanish 2 next year,” Mays said. “That's 
not causing me to come back.” 

The other trappings that come with 
being an All-American football player for 
one of the nation’s marquee programs 
rate much higher. There’s the comfort of 
being in college, which allows for more 
enthusiasm than the all-business mental- 
ity of the No Fun League (NFL). There’s 
also the chance to get his degree. Oh, and 
there’s the girls. 

Those factors played a role in Mays’ 
surprising decision in January to delay 
the NFL for one year and return for his 
senior season. A three-time All-American 
who is a physical aberration — Mays is 
6-3, 230 pounds and runs the 40-yard 


LINDY'S 


dash in 4.3 seconds, fastest on the USC 
team — Mays knew he could become a 
top 10 pick in the 2009 Draft. 

“I knew my decision would cost me a 
million dollars right now, but I thought it 
would be best for me,” Mays said. “I think 
in 10 or 20 years, I'll look back and think 
I made the right decision.” 

But even if the money tantalized 
Mays, he realized he wanted to stay at 
USC while eating a Monday-night dinner 
at a sorority house right before he made 
his decision. 

“T realized how much I liked college,” 
Mays said. “I won't be able to do these 
things once I’m in the NFL. College is fun 
for me.” 

He also would not be in Los Angeles 
if he turned pro, which would mean he 
could no longer plead for the affections 
of reality TV star Lauren Conrad of the 


Photo by John Pyle 


Trojans’ 
‘Say Hey’ 
Safety Likes 
Being a Kid 


By Scott Wolf 


MTV show “The Hills.” 

“I want to have her come to a game 
next season,” Mays said. “That's my 
goal.” 

Of course, there were some other more 
logical reasons Mays found to return. 

In USC coach Pete Carroll's defense, 
the free safety is often employed as a cen- 
terfielder. Mays prefers to be in a more 
aggressive role this season, perhaps at 
strong safety or maybe just playing closer 
to the line of scrimmage. 

Even though he led USC with nine 
passes broken up, his role as a safety net 
gave some the impression that he did not 
make enough plays. 

“I want to be closer to the action,” 
Mays said. “People who know football 
know what my role on the defense is, but 
I'd like to be more involved this season.” 

Carroll agreed to tweak Mays’ duties, 
but said the public needs to understand 
how effective the All-American played 
the past three seasons. 

“People do not go deep on us,” Carroll 
said. “He doesn't give up the deep ball. 
That might not mean he’s making a flashy 
tackle, but he’s influenced the game quite 
a bit. Every team we play respects him 
and what he’s doing for us.” 

One team did try to challenge Mays 
last season: California. The Golden Bears 
threw a flurry of deep balls at the Tro- 
jans; Mays deflected four passes and was 
selected Pacific-10 Conference Player of 
the Week. 
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But who could blame the other teams 
for ignoring Mays? 

He is faster than most wide receivers, 
but as big as a linebacker. When his close 
friend, USC quarterback Mark Sanchez, 
was considering his own NFL decision, 
Mays said, “If Mark leaves, I'll play quar- 
terback, and we'll run the option.” 

He was joking. Sort of. Ever since he 
arrived as a freshman, he has flirted with 
the idea of being a two-way player, but 
Carroll never went for it. 

When new USC starting quarterback 
Aaron Corp used his own speed to break a 
run during a spring scrimmage, he quickly 
slid to the ground when he saw Mays ap- 
proaching. 

But Mays’ fearsome physical 


ability stays on the field. 

“Taylor's really a Teddy Bear,” USC 
wide receiver Jordan Cameron said. “He'll 
do anything for you if you need some- 
thing. He's great around kids and he loves 
(my nephew). He'll take care of him or 
give me rides to school if I need one. He's 
a great friend.” 

He is also all business. Last season, he 
strictly followed a regimen that included 
eating healthy pre-made meals to keep 
his body fat low even though he already 
appears to be all-muscle. 

The NFL's temporary loss is a boon to 
Carroll. He expected to plug some major 
defensive holes as two defenders were 


first-round draft picks (Brian Cushing, 
Clay Matthews), two were second-round 
picks (Rey Maualuga, Fili Moala), and 
he lost several other starters, including 
strong safety Kevin Ellison. 

But the secondary immediately be- 
came much less of an issue when Mays 
said he would come back. 

“He’s going to go down as one of the 
greatest safeties at USC,” said Carroll, who 
also coached another great Trojan safety 
(Ronnie Lott) in the NFL. 

“(He and Lott) have some similari- 
ties too. But he’s also got some things 
he wants to accomplish and get better 
at and he’s seen how guys benefited here 

by coming back for their senior 
seasons.” 


DEFENSE 


FIRST TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 


Pos Name HtasWwty ayn, School Pos Name Ht. Wt. Yr. School 
DL Jerry Hughes 6-3 257 Sr. TCU DL Jermaine Cunningham 6-3 252 _~ Sr. Florida 
DL George Selvie 6-4 245 Sr. USF DL Antonio Coleman 6-3 257 Sr. Auburn 
DL Gerald McCoy 6-4 295 Jr. Oklahoma DL Sergio Kindle 6-4 239 Sr. Texas 
DL __ Terrence Cody 6-5 365 Sr. Alabama DL Ndamukong Suh 6-4 300 Sr. Nebraska 
LB Brandon Spikes 6-3 258 Sr. Florida LB Sean Weatherspoon 6-2 245 _ Sr. Missouri 
LB Rolando McClain 6-4 249 Jr. Alabama LB Eric Norwood 6-1 252 Sr. South Carolina 
LB Mark Herzlich 6-4 238 Sr. Boston College LB Rennie Curran 5-11 222 Jr. Georgia 
DB Eric Berry 5-11 203 Jr. Tennessee DB Morgan Burnett 6-1 210 Jr. Georgia Tech 
DB Trevard Lindley 6-0 175 Sr. Kentucky DB Kurt Coleman 5-11 188 = Sr. Ohio State 
DB Taylor Mays 6-3 230 °Sr. USC DB Joe Haden 5-11 190 Jr. Florida 
DB Syd’Quan Thompson 5-9 191 Sr. Cal DB Kyle Wilson 5-10 185 Sr. Boise State 
P Derek Epperson 6-3 240 Jr. Baylor P Zoltan Mesko 6-5 238 Sr. Michigan 
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a: 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


lf Sam Bradford, Colt McCoy and Tim Tebow represent college foot- 


Z ac Robinson smiled as if he actually liked the question. 


ball's best quarterbacks, what would you think about being ranked No. 4? 
But almost imperceptibly, Robinson betrayed just a tiny bit of ag- 
gravation, as though he’s being underestimated. 
“It's OK,” said the Oklahoma State senior. 
Better to be in the top three, then? 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Tim Tebow Florida 


Sr. 
ab less than a third title and second Heisman = disappointment? 


() : jahoma 
Twortime national leader in passing cin. ake. . 
olt Mc oy 
Vince es won 30 games; McCay is at 32 with a Scenes at 46. 
Hi ac Robii 
‘Has all the aos around him to be as i as any Pott thet top QBs. 
levan Snead Ole Miss 
Could end me as the best pro reaped on this list. 
dR ansas 
Has 13 300-yard passing games in the past two seasons. 
Max Hal BYU 
He’s not big, but he’s a cocksure taser who can rip through defenses. 
Dan LeFevour tral Michigan 
Nice pro. prospect who will reach 100% yards early in the season. 
leremiah Maso! Oregon 
Dual threat came from nowhere oe eee had a - ae 
errelle Pryor 
Has to prove it; could be much foes oF lower) by ed oft the year. 
Juice Williams Sr. Illinois 
Led the Big Ten last year in total offense with 324.3 cb per game. 
Daryll Clark ate 
Can he be as productive without i arse rah friends? 
Robert Griffin 
Explosive speed, accuracy make nn knees fi ti in hs Briles’ offense. 
Case Keenum Houston 
Threw for 5,020 yards in 2008; sei have more of the same in ‘09. 
Jake Locker Washington 
Can Steve Sarkisian turn him into “bow et " as advertised? 
Colin Kaepernick 
2008: Had a 397-yard passing sane Oya a 2ag\yerd rshing game. 
Tony Pike Sr. Cincinnati 
6-6 senior came on strong in the second half gies last season. 
Matt Grothe Sr. 
Has thrown for more than 8, ,000 sas rushed fa more than 2 000. 
Russell Wilson NC State 
First-team All-ACC as frosh; only one INT i in 275 x ellis 
ley Skinner 
Fourth-year Starter helped Wake to 28 victories in es three seasons, 
Kellen Moore ate 
WAC Freshman of Year completed eat 70 pata tof his passes. 
H Western Michigan = 
Enters Seas projected as a hiss NFL Draft pick. 
Jimmy Clausen Notre Dame 
Has deep threats and veteran line .. wil a sabia year be next? 
revor Vittattoe ‘EP 
Already up to 58 career TD passes, with only 8 interceptions. 
Aaron Corp 
Never even started, but it ain’t easy just uring the Trojans’ QB job. 


QUARTERBACKS 


There's the Big 3, but 
Dont Forget About Big Z 


“Well,” Robinson 
shrugged, “I mean, you 
definitely would like to be 
up there.” 

Tebow owns the 2007 
Heisman and the 2008 
national championship 
(and a significant piece of the 2006 national title). 

Bradford owns the ‘08 Heisman and the Davey O'Brien Award to go with a 
Big 12 title and last year’s national runner-up ribbon. 

McCoy owns 42 Texas records, the ‘08 Walter Camp National Player of the 
Year award and three bowl MVP trophies. 

They finished Bradford-McCoy-Tebow in the ‘08 Heisman balloting, and it 
would be a huge upset if one didn’t win it this year. Clearly, they are the best of 
the best among college football quarterbacks. 

Robinson, though, might be the best of the rest. 

In two seasons as the Cowboys’ starter, he has led one of the nation’s most 
potent offenses, becoming Oklahoma State's career leader in total offense. In 42 
starts from 1986 to ‘89, Mike Gundy compiled 7,749 yards. In 24 career starts, 
Robinson has amassed 7,786 yards. 

Now, Gundy is the Cowboys’ head coach, and he has stated clearly that he 
would not trade his quarterback for another ... anywhere. 

Robinson's teammates seem to agree. 

“Man, he’s a big-time leader,” said All-American receiver Dez Bryant. “He's 
great. Everybody respects him. Whatever Zac says, that's what goes.” 

In an offense that averaged 244 rushing yards a game the past two 
seasons, Robinson has thrown for 5,888 yards and 48 touchdowns, and ran for 
1,409 yards and 17 touchdowns. The 6-3, 222-pound Robinson has a frame and 
career efficiency rating (155.3, fifth among active FBS quarterbacks) that has 
NFL scouts noticing. 

The website NFLDraftScout.com listed Robinson as the fourth-best senior 
QB prospect (a projected third-round pick) behind McCoy, Tebow and Central 
Michigan’s Dan LeFevour. 

Robinson originally committed to Kansas State as a senior at Chatfield 
High School in Littleton, Colo. But when Gundy was hired to replace Les Miles 
in 2005, Larry Fedora was named offensive coordinator. Fedora now is head 
coach at Southern Mississippi, but his wide-open, fast-paced offense interested 
Robinson enough to decommit from K-State and pledge to OSU. 

Robinson, who played wideout as a high school junior, was hardly a signing 
day afterthought. But he was expected to wait at OSU behind former five-star 
signee Bobby Reid. 

Robinson redshirted during O-State’s dismal 2005 season (the Cowboys 
finished 1-7 in Big 12 play), and by the midway point of 2006, it was apparent he 
had gained ground on Reid. Many suggested, Robinson would soon pass him. 

It happened for good early in 2007, when Robinson replaced Reid in a 
crushing defeat at Troy. The following week, Robinson had 211 yards pass- 
ing and 116 yards rushing in a wild shootout victory over Texas Tech, firmly 
entrenching himself as the starter. 

Since then, the often-unstoppable Cowboy offense — seventh overall in 
2007, sixth in 2008, a two-year average of 487 yards a game — has belonged to 
Robinson. 

“He's confident, that’s the biggest thing,” said Bryant. “And he knows how to 
take this team far.” 

Depending on how far, maybe by the end of the season the public will offer 
him membership into that elite club with Bradford, McCoy and Tebow. 

“Yeah, those guys are all great players,” he said. “It’s fun to be mentioned in 
the same breath with those guys.” 


ZAC ROBINSON 


— John E. Hoover 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


A Tailback for ‘O09 Heisman? 


Only the Best One 


C 


al tailback Jahvid Best did not participate in spring practice, but he 
provided the exclamation point. 
Minutes after the final practice, Best announced that not only 


would he be ready for training camp following offseason elbow and foot sur- 
gery, he'd also be ready for summer workouts. 


tf 
| RK 


TOP RUNNING BACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Jahvid Best Jr. California 
Offseason surgeries won't slow Se who averaged 8. 14 ypc in ‘08. 


Jonathan 


Geo: 
Had 1,395 Vane last season in triplecoption attack erate will get better, 


Kendall Hunter Jr. Oklahoma State 
5-8 back had nine 100-yard games and 15 TDs last season, 


‘Noel Devine Jr. West Virginia 
The Mountaineers’ go-to guy this season; uncatchable in open field. 


Jacquizz Rodgers So. Oregon State 
Little guy ran through USC, was Pac-10 Offensive Player of the Year. 


DeMarco Murray Jr. Oklahoma 
Tag-team tailback a game-breaker ute could use a full pelts season. 


C.J. Spiller Clem: 
No more Thunder and Lightning in Tes backfield .. just Lightning. 


Chris Brown Oklahoma 


” | Powerful back (20 TDs last poe Bs a ‘speed in offseason. 


Charles Scott Sr. LSU 
Big, strong back who knows how s find the end zone (18 TDs in 2008). 


_Evan Royster ‘ Penn State 
Smooth runner is Big Ten’s top nia: tailback (1 ae yards). 


LeGarrette Blount Sr. Orego! 
In spring doghouse, but his mix of Soest and power ig as as as any. 


-MiQuale Lewis Ball Stat 


| Short but solid; rushed for 1,736 vote aa 22 oncsoine last year. 


Harvey Unga Jr. BYU 
A 1,000- er runner and nifty deste catcher in BYU's Se offense. 


_ Michael Smi 


Arkan: 
Had four games Ae at least 129 | nein yards acabiet SEC competition. 


Damion Fletcher Sr. Southern Miss 
Suspended in spring, likely back for fourth consecutive 1,000-yard season. 
Da’Rel Scott Jr. Maryland 

Shifty runner will need to bust some moves behind a a rebuilt O-line. 
Anthony Dixon Sr. Mississippi State 

20 pounds lighter, ready to do it all in Dan Mullen’s new spread offense, 


Darren Evans So. Virginia Tech 
Got rolling late in freshman season — 746 yards in final six games. 


John Clay So. Wisconsin 
Yet erictian bruising tailback off the Wisconsin assembly line. 


_ Mark Ingram So. Alabama 
More. of the featured back this season ‘With oer Coffee gone. 


=e 
Vai Taua levada 


Led WAC with 1,521 rushing yards, 18 thon in bests offense. 
Washington Misso 
‘Ran for ,000 yards on abum knee; will Rees of te burden this year. 


Toby Gerhart Sr. 
Just so tough to bring Gowns. . but will he opt trp re ro iasebal instead? 


. | Bryce Beall 


5 nes Joe MOSnISHENs 


So. 
_ Posted school freshman records of 1, taal Faces and 1 13 oneness 


Stafon Johnson US 
. OF wie J. eabiers ae Allen Bradford .. 
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That's big news for 
the Bears and bad news 
for the 12 teams charged 
with containing the blaz- 
ingly fast junior. 

He enters the ‘09 season as one of the, uh ... best tailbacks in the country 
and one of the most exciting players in football, including the league that plays 
on Sundays. 

Consider that last year he averaged eight yards a carry and 132 yards a game. 

He scored from 80 yards out. And from 84 yards out. And from 86 yards out. 

He finished second in the country in all-purpose yards and third in rushing, 

And he did it for a team that lacked a consistent aerial attack to force 
defenses to respect the pass. 

Which means, if Best is as healthy as he expects to be and the Bears 
show modest improvement in their passing game, he could contend for the 
Heisman Trophy and All-American honors. 

“Once we get the passing game down, our options are limitless,” he said. 

Best's success comes as little surprise to those who watched him rush for 
3,345 yards and score 48 touchdowns as a high school senior. He also won 
the California state 100-meter title (10.31 seconds) and finished second in the 
200 (20.65). 

The No. 18-rated tailback in the country, he could have gone to USC but 
opted for Cal, which offered more playing time and was closer to his home in 
nearby Richmond. It took Bear watchers about 10 minutes to realize Best was 
special. 

As a freshman, he averaged 7.6 yards a carry in limited action behind tail- 
back Justin Forsett, and was named All-Pac-10 for his play on special teams. 

As the starter in ‘08, he rushed for 1,580 yards despite missing all of one 
game and part of a second because of a dislocated elbow. (He also played 
through a foot injury that prompted the second offseason surgery.) 

In the final regular-season game, against Washington, Best rushed for 311 
yards — a Cal record and the fourth-best performance in Pac-10 history. 

“When he gets in the open field, it's a footrace, and he wins most of those,” 
Bears coach Jeff Tedford said. 

In January, Best had the elbow and foot repaired. The procedures forced 
him to miss spring ball, but he made the most of his rehabilitation by adding 
15 pounds of muscle (up to 205). 

“| want to be more of an all-around back,” he said of the reason behind 
the added strength. “To get to the next level, you have to be a complete back. 
| have to be more durable.” 

In the shorter term, Best has the Rose Bowl — Cal hasn't spent New 
Year's in Pasadena since 1959 — and the Heisman Trophy in his sights. 

The fact that he should be healthy for training camp means he'll be in the 
preseason Heisman discussions, likely as a second-tier candidate behind Tim 
Tebow, Sam Bradford and Colt McCoy. 

Granted, that’s a tough trio to overtake. But Best's style — his ability to 
bust long runs, to make defensive players look silly, and to get himself on 
SportsCenter — means he should get the coast-to-coast exposure necessary 
to stay in the Heisman hunt, especially if he helps the Bears upset league- 
favorite USC in an Oct. 3 home game. 

To be a serious contender in the season's final fortnight depends on Best 
posting big numbers and Cal having a big year. One has everything to do with 
the other, and both are definitely do-able. 


JAHVID BEST 


— Jon Wilner 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


Big-play Benn Being 
Heard at Illinois 


ore determined. More mature. Ready to do everything he can to 
ensure that Illinois gets it right this year. 
That's where junior receiver Arrelious Benn’s gaze is set as 
he prepares for what is likely his last season in Champaign. 
It all seemed to come so easy when Benn was named the Big Ten 


Freshman of the Year in 2007 after he had caused a national stir by passing 


TOP WIDE RECEIVERS 


| RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Dez Bryant Jr. Oklahoma State 
Caught 19 touchdowns and averaged 17 yards per catch in 2008. 

2. | Arrelious Benn ees Wlinois - 

Battling with Dez Bryant for top pro prospect among junior wideouts. 
Julio Jones a5 50); Alabama 
After two more years, he'll leave as the program’s best-ever WR. 
Mardy Gilyard — one Cincinnati 

Big-time playmaker at receiver, and a sizzling kick retumer. 


Dezmon Briscoe Kansas 


Jr. 
Very tough to corral after the catch; had: 1 407 yards, 15 TDs last ‘season. 


A.J. Green “So. “Georgia 
Deep threat was SEC Freshman of the Year (56 catches, 963 yards). 


Eric Decker Sr. Minnesota 
School-record 84 catches in 2008; might decide he likes baseball better. 


| Brandon LaFell ‘Sr. LSU 

Size, speed, hands ... and a pretty good bet for the 2010 first round. 
‘DeAndre Brown So. Southern Miss — 
If he comes back fine from broken leg, he’s as good as any receiver. 


“Damian Williams Jr. USC 
Ex-Arkansas WR emerged last season as USC’ 's ae -to guy. 


Jordan Shipley “Sr. ~ Tex 
Great rapport with QB Colt McCoy and oh-so- Ap in "the clutch. 


Naaman Roosevelt Sr. ~ Buffalo 


Buffalo native caught 104 passes for 1,402 yards and 13 TDs in ‘08. 
Brandon Banks Sr. Kansas State 

Little guy (5-7) was Big 12's Offensive Newcomer of the Year last | season. — 
' Dexter McCluster Sr. Ole Miss 

Hybrid WR is the centerpiece i in| Houston Nutt’s Wild Rebel formation. 

- Golden Tate Jr. Notre Dame 

Emerged as deep threat, averaging close to 19 yards per reception. 


Kerry Meier Sr. Kansas 
Remember when he was a QB? Easy to forget after his 97 catches in ‘08. 


James Rodgers _ Jr. Oregon State 


He'll keep running the fly sweep until defenses can find a way to stop it. 


Emmanuel Sanders 
He and Aldrick Robinson will continue to go crazy in June Jones’ offense. 


~ Ryan Wolfe ‘Sr. UNLV 
A stalwart on losing teams: 209 career catches for 2,735 yards. 


Michael Floyd So. Notre Dame 
Go-up-and-get-it WR is another downfield | target f for QB Jimmy Clausen. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Jermaine Gresham Sr. Oklahoma 
The numbers speak: 66 catches, 950 fists 14 touchdowns last season. 
Rob Gronkowski r. ~ Arizona 
If you could label only one player as 4 “physical freak,” this is your man. 
‘Dennis Pitta Sr. ~ BYU 
Great fit in the spread; his 1,083 receiving | yards led nation's tight ends. 
D.J. Williams Pura Arkansas 
Everyone knows he can catch, so he worked harder on blocking i in ‘spring. 


Aaron Hernandez _ Jr. Florida 
Ready for stardom after being an IDI replacement last Season. 


RECEIVERS 


on Notre Dame to be on 
the ground floor of Ron 
Zook’s turnaround at 
Illinois. s ARRELIOUS BENN 

Despite playing 
all season through a 
training-camp shoulder injury, he caught 54 passes for 676 yards, and went 
90 yards with a back-breaking kickoff for a touchdown in Illinois’ win over 
Penn State. Best of all, he enjoyed a surprise trip to the Rose Bowl. 

Then in 2008, despite being a marked man, he caught 67 passes for 
1,055 yards. He was third in the Big Ten with 5.6 catches a game and second 
with 87.9 receiving yards. 

It didn’t add up to much, though, as Illinois, hoping to build on a 9-4 
record, slipped back to 5-7 and remained home during the bowl season. 

This fall, Benn and quarterback Juice Williams intend to grab the reins 
and keep the Illini on track. 

“| want to win,” said the 6-2, 220-pound native of Washington, D.C. 

“I'm working on everything. There’ s always room for improvement as far 
as my game. And | want to help the team out as far as being a vocal leader, 
and leading by example.” 

If Benn can reach those goals, he'll bolster his standing among NFL 
scouts and general managers, who already appreciate the potential of a 
prospect who has that rare combination of size, speed, agility and toughness. 

Although able to elude would-be tacklers, Benn occasionally has shown 
an interest in simply running over opponents, a tendency that sometimes 
leaves Zook shaking his head. 

Benn rates among the top three receivers for the 2010 draft, and projects 
as a top-10 pick by most NFL Draft experts. He's expected to pass on his 
senior season, following the lead of his former Washington Dunbar High 
teammate, cornerback Vontae Davis (2009 draft), and running back Rashard 
Mendenhall (2008). 

But that’s not on Benn’s mind now. He's focused on making sure Illinois 
takes care of business this fall and challenges for the Big Ten title. 

“He's changed into a really confident, serious football player,” Illinois 
receivers coach Jim Pry said. 

“Not that he wasn’t before, but he’s taken his game to another level. He’s 
older. He has a presence about him. He knows what's going on, not only 
where to be, but how to do it.” 

In some ways, Benn began applying himself in high school, becoming 
the nation’s No, 2 receiver recruit. Visiting his older brother, Trulon Henry, 
who served four years for the robbery of a supermarket bank branch, in 
prison was a painful reminder of how things can go wrong. 

That inspired Benn to finish high school in 3 1/2 years, which enabled 
him to enroll early at Illinois and led to his fast start as a freshman. 

The story had a happy ending when Henry, having served his time, 
became a top-notch safety last fall at College of DuPage, a Chicago-area 
junior college. 

With that experience in mind, it's understandable that Benn has hooked 
up with Williams in more than the passing game. They're about leadership. 

“We talk about that all the time,” Benn said. “We started in the offseason, 
setting rules and seeing who's going to follow them and who's not. Now, 
we're more together as a team.” 

That maturity impresses Zook as much as Benn’s considerable football 
skills. 

“(Benn) may be a better person than he is a player,” the Illini coach said. 
“He’s just that type of guy.” 

— Herb Gould 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


LSU's Black Throwing 
Shadows of His Own 


f\ t 6-5, 325 pounds, Ciron Black casts a huge shadow. 
But somehow, the LSU senior offensive tackle has managed to 
f= find even larger shadows to play in. 
Last season was a prime example. Black played well — very well — but 
talk about the Tigers’ offensive line generally began with towering offensive 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kris O’Dowd Jr. ie] 
Being named first-time All-Pac-10 as sophomore put him in elite company 


John Estes Sr. Hawaii 
Football family includes uncle Rockne Freitas, who played 11 NFL seasons. 


Stefen Wisniewski Jr. Penn State 
Smart dude will easily handle transition from being a standout guard, 


Ryan Pugh Una Auburn 
Moved aaa last season, and played his best in the biggest games. 

. | RyanMcMahon Jr. Florida State = 
Reason No. 2 to think ‘Noles will blast people (see guards for reason n No. 1) 
Ben Jones ‘So. Georgia ; 

Future's so bright for a kid who played so well last year as a true freshman. 
Josh McNeil Sr. Tennessee 
Senior leader has made 35 consecutive starts for the Vols. 


Chris Hall Sr. as 
Settled in to center last season after starting at all "ive 3 Spots in 2007. 


TOP GUARDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Rodney Hudson Jr. Florida State __ 
Top reason to think that the ‘ ‘Noles finally will blast someone on offense. 


Mike Johnson Sr. Alabama 
Becomes the line leader after r departures of Andre Smith, Antoine Caldwell. 


Thomas Austin Sr. Clemson 
Second-team All-ACC last season; can also play center on now-deep OL. 


Sergio Render Sr. Virginia Tech 
Should be ready to go in fall after offseason shoulder surgery. 


Clint Boling Jr. Georgia 
Mr. Versatility fits at guard if Trinton Sturdivant is back 100 percent. _ 


Pouncey Twins Jrs Florid 
Why split them? Mike, Maurkice identical interior ace for the Gators. 


Cord Howard Sr. Georgia Tech 


No problem blocking in Paul Johnson's triple-option offense. 


Jeff Byers Sr. USC 
Sixth-year senior will be blocking for his fourth full-time starting QB. 


CLASS COLLEGE 


“Russell Okung ~ Sr. ~ Oklahoma State 
| OSU has led the Big 12 in rushing in each of his three seasons as a Starter. 


Sr. LSU 
Now becomes the big name with the big game on LSU's offensive line. 


‘Trent Williams Sr. Oklahoma 
Every rebuilding line should be so lucky toh have a comerstone like this. 


Adam Ulatoski— Sh Texa 

Did you know: He was UT’s 11th first-team all-league OL this decade. 
| Brandon Carter Sr. Texas Tech 

All-Big 12 player making the move from guard to left tackle. 


Zane Beadles Sr. Utah 
Fourth-year starter is the force behind a powerful Utah attack. 


Sam Young Sr. Notre Dame 
| Young and the Irish O-line should be all grown up this season. 


John Jerry Sr. Ole Miss 
After Michael Oher, SNES first-round O- lineman for Ole Miss? 
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guard Herman Johnson, 
who earned All-America 
honors. Johnson, the 
largest baby ever born in 
Louisiana, had all kinds 
of name recognition to go 
with size and ability. 

Now Black finds him- 
self on a line that includes sophomore center T-Bob Hebert, who has a catchy 
nickname and happens to be the son of former NFL quarterback Bobby Hebert. 
That's name recognition personified in Louisiana. 

That's, OK, though. The well-mannered Black is comfortable with his skills 
and with himself. Anyway, those who really matter know Black’s worth. 

A possible first-round pick after his junior season, Black considered entering 
the NFL Draft, but opted to return. Now he projects as an almost certain first- 
rounder next April. 

“I can only tell you that it's a very unselfish decision,” coach Les Miles said 
of Black and running back Charles.Scott, who also investigated his NFL options 
but decided to return to Baton Rouge. “Players who come back for their senior 
year, historically, have always had better years.” 

If so, LSU is in for a treat considering the superb level at which Black has 
played for three years. A starter in 40 consecutive games, he has been LSU’s 
best lineman during much of that time. 

As an All-Southeastern Conference second-team selection last year, he 
finished with a team-best 68 knockdowns while playing 884 snaps. He played in 
a school-record 1,031 snaps as a sophomore and had 19 pancake blocks as a 
redshirt freshman. 

“| have a lot more to do in college in terms of getting better on the field and 
also becoming more of a man and more of a leader for my team,” said Black, 
from Tyler, Texas. “We have so much potential for this team in the 2009 season.” 

Black will anchor a veteran line that lost Johnson and center Brett Helms, 
but welcomes back junior right tackle Joseph Barksdale and senior right guard 
Lyle Hitt. Add to that the tenacious Hebert and rugged senior tight end Richard 
Dickson, and LSU is sure to have a powerful running game again. 

The returnees also figure to lend support to sophomore quarterback Jordan 
Jefferson, who started the final two games of 2008. 

Black was instrumental in the Tigers finishing fourth in the SEC in rushing 
in 2008 with an average of 166.8 yards per game. LSU averaged even more in 
2007 while winning the 2007 BCS national championship. 

It was then that Black's compassion came to light. For the national cham- 
pionship game against Ohio State, he wrote the name of an 8-year-old cancer 
patient on his wristband. Black first posted a message on the boy's online guest- 
book while the Louisiana youngster was hospitalized at St. Jude's Research 
Center in Memphis, Tenn. 

Black galvanized his team and fans alike. Miles sent the boy a T-shirt that 
read, “This is what a true champion looks like.” 

In his own way, Black has the look of one, too. Obviously, he’s devoted 
himself to worthy causes off the field while working diligently to excel on it. 

He’s also committed to earning his college degree. 

“| did a lot of praying with my family, and a lot of talking with my coaches, 
and | came out with the conclusion that it would be really good for me to come 
back for my senior season,” he said. 

“It's the best decision I've ever made. I’m really close to graduating, which 
| really want to do.” 

Along the way, Black might just find himself in the right place at the right time 
for some well-deserved glamour and fame. 


eal 


a 


CIRON BLACK 


— Dave Moormann 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Leads the Way 


n July 2007, two months before he would play his first game at Oklahoma, 
defensive tackle Gerald McCoy lost the person who taught him what it meant 
to be a leader. 
Patricia McCoy, Gerald’s mother, died unexpectedly from a blood-clot 
complication at age 53. 
Later that same day, McCoy stood in front of his teammates and told them 
about his mom. How she cared about the team. And how they were going to 


TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


RK NAME — es 


Jerry Hughes 
Can’t get much better than his 208 "6 sacks mas six tees fumbles. 


George Selvie uth Flori 
Stats dipped last season (darn thoes eres anal but has 985 sacks. 


Jermaine Cunningham Sr. Florida 
Any better bookends than Cunningham and canes ee 


Antonio Coleman Sr. 
Arare bright spot for the Tigers last season, was a tot first-rounder. 


Sergio Kindle 
Sack man moves on down from 08 to Brian Ovaioe 's former DE spot. 


Greg Hardy : Ole Miss 
Has $i the tools; needs right combination of health and attitude. 


Corey Wootton Sr. Northwestern 
First-team All-Big Ten performer = to lead veteran Wildcat defense. 


Jammie Kirlew India 
Kirlew and Greg Middleton are bs of non-SEC esaneive ends. 


Carlos Dunlap Florida 


The defensive Most Valuable rae af last season's national title game. 


Brandon Graham _ Michigan 
MVP after coleating 10 sacks last season. 


Chosen the Michiga 


Jason Worilds Jr. Virginia Tech 
Eight =e 18.5 tackles for loss = 21 as ere in 2008. 


)e of raedige hikes give ett the best Be inthe Bip East. 


TOP DEFENSIVE TACKLES 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Gerald McCoy Jr. Oklahom 
With McCoy right in the middle, no ae at all about Ou’ 's front. 
Terrence Cody Alabam: 
Run-stuffing “Mount” Cody hopes "add some pass frat to his game. 


Ndamukong Suh Nebraska 

First Huskers’ interior lineman ideal So73 to lead team in tackles (76). 
Arthur Jones: Syracuse 

His 13 tackles for loss last sssn ae him. 31.5 for - career. 


ince Oghobaase 
Six me in ‘08 suggest he’s more than 300-pound immovable object. 


il ‘Big Te pave says he wants to. By “more Moen “Ar then. 

Dan W enn 

He and end Chris Walker lead a goad: albeit thin, Vols iorenete line. 
eno eorgia 

Won't be oa to run on Atkins and DT Jeff Se epi from injury. 

Brian Price Jr. 

UCLA's defense will be good, and Price (14 TFL aA a ee reason why. 
jalcolm Shep; 

Watch out: Bay Petrino “kind of sori him loose” in nthe spring. 

arvin lo arolina 

Uneuaetioned sity . though still wating for ot oe: balls iia 
olby Whitio: 

Tech's line lost s some pass- rushing any but Whitlock is s0 solid inside. 


Keeping it Real, McCoy 


persevere as a team. 

From that moment, 
McCoy became the team’s 
heart ... a true spiritual 
leader. 

“My mother always 
raised me to be the head 
and not the tail,” McCoy said. “That's what | try and do in the locker room and 
outside of the locker room.” 

His teammates and coaches have noticed. 

Last year, McCoy became one of the rare sophomores in Sooner history to 
be voted captain. 

“He has a presence. When he walks in the room, you know he's there,” said 
linebacker Ryan Reynolds. “The way he works, goes about things, he’s always 
trying to get everyone excited. He'll always have your back and he has a great 
personality and everyone on the team likes him.” 

In 2008, McCoy was named to the Allstate American Football Coaches 
Association Good Works Team, and this year, he was nominated to the watch 
list for the 2009 Lott Trophy, which goes to the defensive player with the biggest 
impact on and off the field. 

Last summer, McCoy was elected president of OU's Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes chapter, which blossomed under his leadership. 

And during the offseason, he can often be found at other OU sporting 
events, like basketball and volleyball, cheering his heart out for his fellow 
student-athletes. 

“He's just a prince of a guy, a guy who is a leader in every part of his life,” 
coach Bob Stoops said. “Even as a young guy, he'll chime up if he has some- 
thing to say, if he feels something ought to be different. 

“And everyone listens because of how hard he works and how respected 
he is.” 

As much as McCoy does off the field, his impact on the field is just as 
impressive, 

Despite playing with a heavy heart following the loss of his mom, McCoy 
was named the Big 12 Defensive Freshman of the Year in 2007 after recording 
19 tackles and two sacks. 

Last season, the 6-4, 295-pound McCoy progressed further, earning first- 
team All-Big 12 honors after recording 30 tackles, 11 for loss, and 6.5 sacks. 

Most believe he'll be a high first-round NFL Draft pick in 2010, or, if he stays 
for his senior season, in 2011. 

For now, though, McCoy remains focused on the goals of 2009. 

Heading into this season, the way he helps lead a Sooner defense that was 
suspect at times last year will go a long way in determining if OU can four-peat 
as Big 12 champs and make it back to the BCS National Championship Game. 

The Sooners return nine starters from last year’s defense, including the 
entire front seven and both cornerbacks. 

But despite holding Texas Tech, Missouri and Florida to season scoring 
lows to close the season, the Sooners still ranked 58th in the nation in scoring 
defense. 

“We know the roles we have to do this year and we're ready to do it,” McCoy 
said. “In my eyes, | feel we can have the No. 1 defense in the country.” 

Whether the OU defense reaches that level depends significantly on McCoy 
elevating his game even more, up to the level of past Sooner defensive line 
greats like Lee Roy Selmon, Tony Casillas and Tommie Harris, all Lombardi 
Award winners. 

“He has a chance to be great,” Stoops said. “He has that kind of ability. 

He has that kind of work ethic and attitude. He's working his way to it.” 
— Jake Trotter 


GERALD McCOY 
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_ PLAYER RATINGS 


spikes Returns to 
Follow his Heart 


Florida for his senior season is sitting in a North Carolina prison. 

By! His name is Breyon Middlebrooks and he is in the Maury Correc- 
tional Institute serving life without parole from a first-degree murder conviction 
stemming from a 2001 drug deal. 

Why did a convicted murderer's opinion carry so much weight with Spikes? 


== he man most responsible for Brandon Spikes’ decision to return to 
| 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Brandon Spikes Sr. Florida 
His return to the defense was as important as Tim Tebow's to the offense. 
Rolando McClain Jr. Alabam 
Comfortable in the opposing backfield (17 TFLs) and in n secondary (S INTs). 


Greg Jones eo “Michig: jan State 


_Fierce run-stopper will | play the middle full time after 7 tackles in ‘08. _ 


Joe Pawelek Sr. Baylor 
Long-running hit show in Bears defense — 313 tackles, eight interceptions. 


Sean Lee Sr. Penn State 
Might have been at top of the list if not for coming back from ACL injury. 


Pat Angerer Sr. lowa 

Does it all for Hawkeyes, like Chad Greenway did a few years ago. _ 
Micah Johnson Sr. Kentucky 

He will nicely fill out the uniform at the next level; All-SEC last season. 


Quan Sturdivant Jr. North Carolina 
Will be roaming the middle after posting 122 stops from the outside. 


Reggie Carter Sr. UCLA 
Hey, look, USC doesn’t have all the good LBs in Los Angeles. _ 


Obi Ezeh Jr. Michigan 

Ezeh adds star power to UM's defense, had a team-high 98 tackles in '08. 
‘Scott Lutrus Jr. UConn 

Finished third last season in the Big East with 106 tackles, 


Jamar Chaney Sr. Mississippi State 
Coming back off medical redshirt; led team in tackles in 2007, 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


Mark Herzlich Sr. Boston College 
Beware the eye black: He looks good, plays even better (110 stops, 6 INTs.) 


Sean Weatherspoon Sr. Missouri 
Piled up 155 tackles last season, including 18.5 for loss. 


Eric Norwood Sr. South Carolina 
Has 22 career sacks, and will see a lot of time at defensive end. 


Rennie Curran Jr. Georgia 
Says he's 5 only 5-8, but when has he come up short in a big ¢ game? 


Navorro Bowman Jr. - Penn State 
All-Big Ten linebacker just needs to stay a little cleaner off the field. 


Travis Lewis So. Oklahoma 
What's not to love? Best Oklahoma freshman linebacker .. 


Rico McCoy Sr. ‘Tennessee 
Second-team yal SEC last season in a fabulous league for linebackers. 


Dekoda Watson Sr. Florida State 
Super athlete missed spring recovering from Tommy John surgery. 


Andre Sexton Sr. Oklahoma State 
Hope for a better OSU defense starts with Sexton (100 tackles last year). 


Keenan Clayton Sr. Oklahoma 


Breakout 2008 season included 10 TFLs, six forced fumbles. 


. ever? 


Roddrick Muckelroy Sr. Tex 
b Came up big vs. OU last season: 16 tackles, a PBU t a forced fumble. _ 


Nate Irving Jr. NC 


NC State 
Injuries, so-so team, kept Irving from getting the attention he deserves. 
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Like most people, 
Spikes values what his 
older brother thinks. 

“There's not a day 
that goes by that | don’t 
think of him,” said Spikes, 
who talks to his brother 
as frequently as he can. 
“He's kind of like motiva- 
tion for me being able to 
take care of my family.” 

The 28-year-old Middlebrooks told his baby brother to take care of 
himself first. 

“He just wanted me to follow my heart,” Spikes said. “He didn’t want me to 
make any decisions on his behalf or what he did in the past. 

“.. When he told me that, it kind of helped me with my decision.” 

Middlebrooks' life as an inmate gnaws at Spikes. He wants to use the 
money he would receive from his first NFL contract to hire an attorney to help 
his brother, whom he believes was wrongly convicted. 

“It is no place for a human,” Spikes said. “You're locked in a cage, kind of 
like a dog.” 

That's why he considered leaving after a junior season in which he led the 
Gators in tackles (93) and picked off four passes, returning two for touch- 
downs. He was selected to the Associated Press All-America team. 

Spikes would have gotten a pretty good signing bonus, too. He was — 
and is — ranked as college football's best middle linebacker prospect. 

Instead, he followed quarterback Tim Tebow's example and decided to 
come back for a chance to win a second consecutive national title and third in 
four years. Spikes had said several times that Tebow's decision would heavily 
influence his. The two met on a recruiting trip to Alabama and are close friends, 
and Spikes has said the reason he went to Florida was to play with Tebow. 

“It's definitely a dream,” Spikes said of winning a third title. “We've got a 
chance. We've got our whole defense back. You win championships with the 
defense, so we've got a great chance of doing it.” 

Nobody is more important to UF's defense than Spikes. It's more than 
just making calls and tackles. Spikes is the unit's emotional leader and the 
barometer for how well it plays. If he plays well, the defense does. If he doesn’t 
.. Well, that hasn’t happened very often. 

“| feel like my game is to make the big play,” Spikes said. “I tell guys on our 
team all the time, ‘Don't just be on the field wasting snaps. Do something. Be 
accountable. Be a game-changer.” 

Spikes’ preparation is a big reason he makes big plays. Defensive coor- 
dinator Charlie Strong uses the SEC Championship game to make that point. 
Alabama used a running play in the first half that the Gators hadn't seen on 
film, and Spikes was a little steamed when the defense got off the field. 

“He comes to the sideline and he’s like, ‘Coach, you never showed us that 
play. I’ve never seen that play,’” Strong said. 

“| said, ‘You know, sometimes you have to adjust.’ They had not run that 
play, but he was smart enough to say, ‘Hey, we've not seen that play.” 

There's no way Spikes would have missed it if the Crimson Tide had run it 
before. He watches more film than any UF defensive player. 

“When you get on the plane to go play an away game, some guys are 
playing their (video) games or listening to music,” UF coach Urban Meyer 
said. “Brandon Spikes sets up a laptop with the video from the opponent and 
watches it the entire time. His maturity level is off the charts.” 

— Michael DiRocco 


BRANDON SPIKES 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


New Role in New Defense 
ouits Berry Well 


hen Lane Kiffin was hired as Tennessee's coach, he de- 
clared all jobs were open. 
When a Tennessee fan asked about All-American safety 


Eric Berry, Kiffin called an audible. 

“Twenty one jobs are open,” Kiffin said. 

You don’t have to be a $2 million coach, or a veteran NFL scout, to 
recognize Berry's talents. Last season, Berry tied for the national lead with 


seven interceptions. 

He set SEC records for 
interception return yards 
(265) in a season and 
career (487), and he’s 
within 14 yards of the 
NCAA mark for intercep- 
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ERIC BERRY 


TOP CORNERBACKS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Trevard Lindley Sr. Kentucky 
Will be a four-year starter; has nine career INTs and 34 34 pass breakups. 


“Syd’Quan Thompson — Sta Cals > 
Come a long, long way since disastrous 2006 debut against Tennessee. 


Joe Haden — Florida 


Jr. 
Superior speed and skill, and he can still learn more about coverage. 


Kyle Wilson Sr. Boise State 
No Boise State player drafted in 2008 ... because Wilson stayed in school. 


‘Alterraun Verner Sr. CLA 
An aggressive comer who doesn't mind taking chances (18 PBUs in | 2008). 


-Janoris Jenkins “So. Florida 
Coaches raved about his rapid growth during his freshman year as Starter. 


Javier Arenas ~ Sr. Alabama 


Puts his speed and quick feet to work to compensate for 5-9 height. 


‘Donovan Warren Ale Michigan 


Not a super sophomore year, but that’s the kind of season it was for UM. 


Patrick Robinson =~—_‘Srr._ Florida State 


Looked great in spring, and has seven career interceptions. 


Ras-! Dowling - Jr. Virginia 
At 6-2 (and productive), he’ 's one of the best CBs in junior draft class. 


Walter Thurmond Sr. Oregon 
Ducks lost two second- ‘found DBs, so QBs should steer clear of Thurmond, 


Myron Lewis ‘Sr. Vanderbilt : 
Matching totals of five sacks and five interceptions as a junior. 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Taylor Mays Sr. USC 
Stats don’t even begin to tell the story of how he changes game plans. 


Eric Berry Jr. Tennessee 


SEC Defensive Player of the Year as a sophomore? Now that’s special. 


Morgan Burnett Jr. Georgia Tech 
Flies around the field so much he eg seven interceptions last year. 


“Darrell Stuckey Kansas 
All-league SS (08 stops, fi five INTs) a stig reason why KU should win North. 


“Chad Jones Jr. LSU 
Spring hinted at a breakout season for ultra-athletic free safety. 


Jordan Lake > a a Lav, 
Free safety is one of the most feared hitters in the Big 12. 


Ahmad Black Jr. FiONGa' say te 5 
Recorded seven interceptions from his strong safety spot last season. 


Barry Church Sr. Toledo 
Tying to go 4-for-4 in earning first- team All-MAC honors. 


Kam Chancellor — Sr. Virginia Tech’ 
With Macho Harris gone, he's 's the leader in ACC" s best Secondary. 


| Major Wright a els Ae 
Nine tackles and a 1 goal Hine interception in BCS Championship Game. 


urt Coleman Sr. Ohio State 
Not a big strong safety, but usually gets himself in the a of the action. 


“Reshad Jones Jr. Georg! 
One of five INTs came in final seconds to preserve a ai over S. Carolina. 
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tion return yards. 

The past two years, Berry was a roaming safety in Tennessee’s defen- 
sive scheme. Now, he’s in the Tampa 2, whose architect, Monte Kiffin, is 
the Vols’ new defensive coordinator. 

Berry (5-11, 203) expects to play the “John Lynch” role in the new 
system, a hard-hitting safety viciously delivering hits and calculating just 
the right moment to pick off passes. 

Unfortunately for Berry, he had offseason shoulder surgery that 
prevented him from springtime contact. He’s had to learn the system in 
non-contact drills and in the film room. 

“| believe this scheme suits me,” Berry said. “I like to be in the box 
a lot. | like to cover. | like to blitz. It pretty much fits my personality as a 
player.” 

Kiffin can't wait to get Berry on the field. 

“He’s got a natural feel for the ball,” Kiffin said. “He’s got great instincts. 
He'll tackle. He will play physical. He plays with enthusiasm. 

“He's very, very smart. He’s picked up the system.” 

The veteran Kiffin knows a thing or two about NFL skills, and he’s 
convinced Berry will be a high draft choice whenever the junior decides to 
turn pro. 

“Some athletes are fast or good hitters or smart or very instinctive or 
have a great attitude,” Kiffin said. “It sounds like I’m exaggerating, but he’s 
got the whole package.” 

Kiffin was reluctant to compare Berry to other players he has coached. 
But the defensive guru was certain of one thing: 

“Eric Berry is a great player and a great leader,” he said. “We're fortu- 
nate to have him.” 

Berry, the SEC’s Defensive Player of the Year in 2008, was like a 
caged pup staring at a bowl of food beyond his reach during spring scrim- 
mages. 

“It killed me,” Berry said. “They had trainers on the sideline keeping an 
eye on me because they knew | might try to push it a little bit. They had to 
calm me down now and then.” 

Berry, like his teammates, is eager to get rid of the taste of a 5-7 sea- 
son. And he’s eager to learn as much football as he can from Monte Kiffin. 

“He's like the Google of football,” Berry said. “You ask him anything 
and he explains it very well. He’s a great teacher, besides knowing a lot of 
football. 

“Look at his rap sheet. He’s got a Super Bowl championship. He's 
coached the greatest and he’s got the greatest scheme. He knows what 
he’s doing, so I’m going to just do what he says.” 

Berry played several shotgun snaps at quarterback last season in the 
“Wildcat” package. He carried seven times for 44 yards. But Lane Kiffin 
said he plans to keep Berry exclusively on defense this season. 

Berry welcomed the comment from Lane Kiffin that all jobs are open. 

“I'm going to stay humble regardless, but it’s a reminder that I've got to 
keep going out there and keep working,” Berry said. “It's added pressure to 
keep performing. 

“That's how itis in the league (NFL), so, might as well get used to it now.” 

— Jimmy Hyams 
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Big Play Every Play, 
that's Arenas’ Goal 


sk Javier Arenas what he does best, and he just laughs. 
The Tampa native believes everything he does, he does best. 


Defensive back? He started every Alabama game last year at 
corner, recording 63 tackles, with two sacks, and an interception that he returned 
63 yards for a touchdown. He earned second-team All-SEC honors in a league 


ss a 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Kai Forbath Jr. UCLA 
Love the leg: He’s 6 of 6 in his career from 50-plus yards. 


Matt Bosher Miami 
Team MVP last season for kicking as of 20 FGs) and punting. 


| Thomas Weber Jr. Arizona State 
2007 Groza winner added | punting duties in 2008 (but he’s a better PK). 


Philip Welch So. Wisconsin 


So. 
_Badgers set here for a while after he made 20 of 24 FGs ... with range. 


"Brett Swenson Sr. Michigan ‘State 
Proven performer with 52 career field goals. 


Joshua Shene Sr. ~ Ole Miss 
All- -SEC kicker has a career accuracy mark of | 76.4 } percent (42 of 55). 


"Josh Arauco Sr. Arkansas State 
Began last season by making 15 consecutive field goals. 


Leigh Tiffin Sr. Alabama 
Opportunity (45 FGs in past two years) and strong leg make him valuable. 


TOP PUNTERS 


CLASS _ COLLEGE 


RK NAME 


Derek Epperson mdi Baylor 
Following nicely i in the kicking shoes of Daniel Sepulveda. 


“Zoltan Mesko- Sr. Michigan — 


Helped Wolverines rank fifth in net punting, and | dangerous on fakes. 


Bryan Anger So. Cal 
Super freshman year, combining booming punts with nice touch. 


Chas Henry Jr. Florida 
Gators have the SEC’ S top punter, too? Hardly seems fair. 


Keenyn Crier Are Arizona 


Two top 15 finishes in punting average in his first two seasons. 


Travis Baltz Jr. Maryland 


All-ACC last season when Maryland gave up just 83 yards on 61 punts. 


Ross Thevenot Sr. Tulane 
_Finished second nationally last season with a 45.8-yard average. 


Jeremy Boone Sr. Penn State 
All- al Ten in 2007; Penn State was 11th nationally in net punting in ‘08, 


‘CLASS ~ COLLEGE 


JavierArenas ‘Sta Alabama 
Six punt returns for TDs, and i is 3 NCAA active leader in punt return yards. 


C.J. Spiller Sr. Clemson 
Rushes, catches, kick returns, punt returns .. _ it's always go-time. 


Brandon James Sr. Florida 
More of just a pure return specialist ... but he’ s NFL quality in that regard. 


Dez Bryant Jr. Oklahoma State 
All those receiving yards, plus tv two punt returns for touchdowns last year. 


Dexter McCluster Sr. Ole Miss 

No returns, but nobody balances running and receiving like he does. _ 
DeMarco Murray Jr. Oklahoma 

Receiving and kick return skills has tailback on this list, too. 

Perrish Cox Sr. Oklahoma State — 
Four career kick retum 1 TDs, and getting pretty darn good a at cornerback. 


Trindon Holiday Sr. LSU 
Can't leave off arguably the nation’s fastest football player. 
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loaded with excellent 
defensive backs. 

Punt returner? Arenas 
is the school’s leader in 
punt return yards in a 
game, season and career, 
as well as the NCAA's 
active leader in all three 
categories going into his senior season. 

Kick returner? Arenas averaged 23.6 yards on kickoff returns last year, after 
averaging 24.3 and 19.1 yards the two previous years. 

“There’s nobody that tries harder and wants to do better than Javy,” said 
Alabama head coach Nick Saban. 

If anything, Arenas has been guilty of trying too hard. He had four fumbles 
last year on kick returns because he was trying to squeeze out an extra yard or 
two. But he always seems to come right back and make up for a mistake with a 
big play. 

“Those (kind of) guys you need to support and get them right back on the 
field so they can focus on the next play,” Saban said. 

For a player as busy as Arenas, there isn’t much time between plays to sulk. 

He's received most of his attention for his punt returns. His 41 punt returns 
last year led the nation, as did his 650 yards. His 15.86 yards per return ranked 
sixth. 

Arenas’ three returns for touchdowns — covering 87, 80, and 73 yards 
— led the Southeastern Conference and gave him a school-record six for his 
career. 

But he’s just as proud of his ability as a defensive back, where he has 
become a lock-down cover corner that opposing teams don't challenge. 

“Yeah, I’m confident,” Arenas said. “I go out there and you tell me I’m cover- 
ing a guy who's 6 (foot) 36 (inches) — if there is such a thing — and I'll tell you 
| can lock him down. | can cover the dude. | believe that now.” 

He's done it with a boundless enthusiasm that causes him to work non-stop 
to get better. In spring practice, when veterans have been known to take it easy, 
Arenas keeps winning awards like the “Jerry Duncan | Like to Practice” Award 
last year, or the “Sylvester Croom Commitment to Excellence” Award in 2009. 

Does he do too much? 

“Man, that’s negative thinking,” Arenas said. “This is what | do. And | love 
it. Every play either makes you worse or makes you better. You learn (from 
mistakes) and it makes you a stronger person.” 

Last September, Arenas boldly declared he would score every time he 
touched the ball. OK, he knew it wasn’t going to happen. But that’s not a bad 
brand of confidence when you're often the smallest player on the field (5-9, 198 
pounds). 

“It's about confidence,” he said. “David beat Goliath. An average-sized 
dude came to try and test him. How do you think he felt? ‘After | beat this dude 
(Goliath) and now you want to come along?’ 

“But when you do something that catastrophic, it shows you what you're ca- 
pable of. You realize, ‘Hey, | can really do this.’ And it makes you more confident 
than ever.” 

Now, the question is, will David get a chance to slay more Goliaths? Or will 
opposing teams learn their lesson and continue to kick away from him, as they 
started doing at the end of last season. 

“Then I'll find another way,” Arenas said. “That's what makes a person 
special.” 


JAVIER ARENAS 


— Ray Melick 
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This is just like projecting the Heisman race. It’s 
that close. For the Heisman, we're going with Florida’s 
Tim Tebow, but this is about the whole backfield — 
quarterback, running back and depth — so the tables 
turn to Oklahoma's favor. 

Heisman-winning quarterback Sam Bradford and 
a pair of 1,000-yards backs — Chris Brown and 
DeMarco Murray — that's enough to even topple 
Tebow. Very capable Mossis Madu can help out with 
the ball-carrying in a pinch, too, although he spent 
spring in receiver mode in order to maximize the 
weapons at Bradford's disposal. 

The question that will remain until the first game, 
and perhaps beyond, is about the Sooners’ new-look 
Offensive line. Maybe the backfield was just being 
propped up last season on the strong shoulders of that 
super line. 

Nah ... didn’t think so. 


Pil pya' 


Thess Yond 


When the Gators won the national title in 2006, 
coach Urban Meyer still had one lament. He didn't 
have an every-down back who could be tough between 
the tackles yet out-run defenders to the corner. This 
time around, after the 2008 title, the Gators are getting 
close to Meyer’s wish. 

Florida's top two rushers last season were a quar- 
terback (Tim Tebow) and a receiver (Percy Harvin), but 
Meyer liked his tailbacks enough in the spring to talk 
about playing some in the |-formation. 

Speedsters Jeff Demps and Chris Rainey each 
averaged 7.8 yards per carry last season, and Em- 
manuel Moody averaged 7.2 yards per rush. That's 
not quite Oklahoma-good back there, but it ain't bad, 
either. 
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What, you were expecting Texas here? The 
Cowboys have a significant edge at running back with 
Kendall Hunter, who just so happened to rush for 161 
yards against the Longhorns last season. 

Hunter averaged 119.6 yards per game and 6.45 
yards per carry last season in an offense that gets 
bonus points for being freakishly balanced. Led by 
quarterback Zac Robinson, the Cowboys rushed for 
an average of 245.46 yards last season and passed 
for 242.23. 

Ayear earlier, those numbers matched almost 
exactly — 243.15 yards per game. 


~waAe 


Heisman wannabe Colt McCoy does his fair share 
in the running game — and the passing game, and the 


With studs like DeMarco Murray in the 
backfield, Oklahoma’s Sam Bradford 
won't have to put up Heisman-winning 


numbers this year, but he probably 
still will. 


leadership game — but the tailbacks lack that certain 
sizzle of an Austin summer day. Say this, Texas has depth 
and solid candidates. Fozzie Whittaker, Vondrell McGee 
and short-yardage option Cody Johnson are good backs, 
but they will have to run alittle faster and a little longer to 
be considered much more than pedestrian. 


Junior college transfer Jeremiah Masoli came from 
way back on the quarterback depth chart last season, 
and the Ducks didn’t know what they had until injuries 
hit. Masoli didn’t have great passing numbers — he 
seemed to make all the big throws, though — but he 
played the read-option like a grand master. LeGarrette 
Blount is a big back with breakaway speed, averaging 
7.31 yards per carry and scoring 17 touchdowns last 
season — as a part-timer. He's the main man now. 


ws 


Junior quarterback Case Keenum passed for 
5,020 yards, with 44 touchdowns and 11 interceptions, 
last season. Bryce Beall, a freshman who didn't play 
much in the first three games, went off for 1,247 yards 
and 13 TDs once he got the chance. Houston doesn't 
expect more of the same; it expects to be better and 


win Conference USA. How ‘bout that 
game at Oklahoma State? First to 60 
wins? Seventy? 

Junior quarterback Jevan 
Snead knows his way around the 
SEC now, receiver Dexter McCluster 
likes to spend time in the backfield 
and take shotgun snaps, and the 
Rebels return their top four running 
backs. Sophomore Brandon Bolden 
is expected to break out from that 
pack. 


~~ Jt A 


8. PENN STATE 


The Nittany Lions have the best 
experienced quarterback in the Big 
Ten (senior Daryll Clark) and they 
have the best running back of any 
age — junior Evan Royster. Clark 
passed for 2,592 yards last season; 
Royster ran up 1,236 yards. 


~ 


The combination of quarterback 
Max Hall and running back Harvey 
"/= Unga returns for its third season. 
= Hall doesn't have much behind 
2 him, but the tailback position will be 
=== deeper. 


John Williamson 


Never mind Josh Nesbitt’s passing numbers. He 
has a big arm, even though he's mostly there to run 
and make good decisions. He almost can’t go wrong 
because the Jackets are overflowing with triple-option 
runners, none finer than Jonathan Dwyer. 


There was a significant talent drain across the 
country among pass catchers — including early entries 
Michael Crabtree, James Casey, Jeremy Maclin, Austin 
Collie and Kenny Britt — but Kansas held on to two of 
the most productive. 

Two of the top seven returning receivers in the 
country are Jayhawks, and they have complementary 
skills. Dezmon Briscoe (92 catches, 1,407 yards, 15 
touchdowns) is the big-play guy who can scat through 
the secondary. Kerry Meier (97 catches, 1,045 yards, 
eight TDs) is the dependable, get-a-first-down guy. 

Emerging wideout Johnathan Wilson makes it a 
triple-threat of targets for quarterback Todd Reesing. 
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2. ILLINOIS 


Arrelious Benn caught 67 passes for 1,055 yards 
last season, and the Illini go deep here. They added 
Florida transfer Jarred Fayson to the mix while bringing 
back senior Jeff Cumberland and tight end Michael 
Hoomanawanui. 

Plus, coach Ron Zook has been recruiting like 
a mad man (naturally), so underclassmen should be 
ready to emerge. Watch for freshman receiver Terry 
Hawthorne, the national No. 58 prospect, according to 
Rivals.com. 


3. LSU 


Brandon LaFell, with the desired mix of size and 
speed, enters the season as perhaps the No. 1 senior 
wideout for the 2010 NFL Draft. Tight end Richard 
Dickson is a durable target. Speed comes with Ter- 
rance Toliver and Trindon Holliday. The nation’s No. 2 
overall recruit, Rueben Randle, arrives in the fall. 


4. NOTRE DAME 


Finally, some Notre Dame playmaking. Golden 
Tate and Michael Floyd can go deep and operate in 
space. They combined last season for 106 receptions 
for 1,799 yards — almost 17 yards per catch. Former 
starters Duval Kamara and Robby Parris are backups. 
Sophomore Kyle Rudolph is one of the nation’s best 
young tight ends. 


5. TEXAS 


Sixth-year senior Jordan Shipley has great hands 
and speed and has a certain telepathy with quarter- 
back Colt McCoy. Malcolm Williams is a deep threat 
who can do more now that Quan Cosby is gone. Dan 
Buckner and Brandon Collins are fine backup options. 


6. USC 


Damian Williams is the best receiver in the Pac-10 
(granted, it's a down year for the league there) and 
Ronald Johnson has game-breaking speed. The battle 
for the third receiver spot — David Ausberry, Jordan 
Cameron, Brice Butler, Travon Patterson —is among 
guys who came from the high branches of the recruit- 
ing tree. 


7. MEMPHIS 


Senior Duke Calhoun, with 144 catches for 2,058 
yards, is within quick striking distance of school re- 
cords in both categories. Even so, he will have to hold 
off 6-8 senior Carlos Singleton, who enters the season 
with 125 catches for 1,858 yards. 


8. MICHIGAN 


Starting slot Martavious Odoms returns, as do 
wideouts Greg Mathews and Darryl Stonum. Spring 
brought heightened competition, as Terrence Robinson 
(returning from knee injury), Junior Hemingway (return- 
ing from mono) and 2008 scout teamer Roy Roundtree 
carved out roles. 


9. SMU 


Senior Emmanuel Sanders and junior Aldrick 
Robinson, despite their sub-6-foot stature, are on NFL 
draft boards and should only improve their numbers in 
the second year under June Jones. Those combined 
numbers from 2008: 126 catches for 2,005 yards and 
20 touchdowns. 


10. ALABAMA 


Superstar Julio Jones counts for a lot, and the 
Tide has a solid rotation around him of Marquis Maze, 
Darius Hanks and Mike McCoy. 
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1. USC 


It's better to have an inexperienced quarterback 
with a veteran line than the other way around. So 
the Trojans have that going for them. The starting 
line returns, as do two others with significant starting 
experience, making this a highly competitive situation. 
Just the way coach Pete Carroll likes it. 

Junior center Kris O'Dowd earned All-Pac-10 
honors as a sophomore, and guard Jeff Byers enters 
his sixth season while he works on his MBA. Charles 
Brown is an all-star candidate at left tackle. 

All these experienced linemen and a overflowing 
stable of running backs ... who needs a QB? 


2. GEORGIA 


Georgia has a full house of experienced linemen 
who can play multiple positions. The Dawgs return 
all five starters, and that doesn’t count junior tackle 
Trinton Sturdivant, who missed last season. Standouts 
include sophomore center Ben Jones and junior guard/ 
tackle Clint Boling ... and there’s still room to grow. 
There are no seniors among the projected starters. 


3. TEXAS 


Never a weakness, the Longhorns’ line should be 
better than in most years with a veteran group that in- 
cludes four returning starters, led by Lindy’s preseason 
All-American Adam Ulatoski. Texas has had at least 
one first-team All-Big 12 lineman in 11 consecutive 
seasons. 


USC’s opponents will be chasing a new 
QB this season, but will still have to 

go through Kris O’Dowd (left) and Jeff 
Byers to have any shot at getting him. 


4. FLORIDA STATE ___ 


Bobby Bowden might actually be able to lean 
on his offensive line, starring guard Rodney Hudson, 
the best Seminoles offensive lineman in five years or 
so. Center Ryan McMahon is one of the best interior 
linemen in the ACC, 


5. RUTGERS 


Junior tackle Anthony Davis, headed for a 
first-round NFL future, leads a line that returns intact. 
Senior Ryan Blaszczyk could be the best center in the 
Big East. 


6. FLORIDA 


Having two new tackles isn’t optimum, but spring 
juggling resulted in starting left guard Carl Johnson 
moving to left tackle, with center Maurkice Pouncey go- 
ing to left guard. Twin Mike Pouncey is at right guard. 
Allin all, not a bad way to be. 


7. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have five returning starters with a 
combined 119 starts, turning a recent weakness into a 
strength. Senior guard/center Thomas Austin is one of 
the best in the ACC, no matter where he lines up. 


8. CAL 


The NCAA granted left tackle Mike Tepper a 
sixth year of eligibility, easing Cal's pain over losing 
All-American center Alex Mack. Tepper, who missed 
last season, doesn't count among the three returning 
starters (neither does new center Chris Guarnero, who 
missed most of last season), so the Bears’ situation is 
better than it appears on paper. 


9. l|OWA 


Prime NFL prospect Bryan Bulaga, a junior, and 
senior Kyle Calloway return at tackle. They each 
earned second-team All-Big Ten honors last season. 
Dan Doering and Dace Richardson, back from injury 
troubles, could help in a rebuilt interior. 


10. LSU 


Always strong, LSU might have the SEC’s best 
pair of tackles with preseason All-American Ciron Black 
and Joseph Barksdale. 
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DEFENSIVE LINES: 
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1. FLOF 


This is when you know you're good: You have 
the SEC’s top returning sack man, and he doesn't 
even start. Technicality? Yeah. Whatever. Point is, 
the Gators are two-deep across the board, so junior 
Carlos Dunlap (9.5 sacks, Defensive MVP of the BCS 
title game) doesn’t have to run onto the field for the 
first snap. 

Florida has all its starting linemen back from a 
defense that stuffed Oklahoma, and at least three play- 
ers have the look of high NFL Draft picks — Dunlap, 
Starting end Jermaine Cunningham and junior tackle 
Lawrence Marsh. 

Dunlap is the most freakishly athletic of the group, 
but it all works together — speed from the outside, 
push in the middle — and that’s why Florida will be 
among the national elite in sacks and rushing defense. 


IMA 


Not much to separate this group from Florida's. 
Junior defensive tackle Gerald McCoy is the brightest 
bulb in the set, with mock drafters already penciling 
him in for 2010 millions. For all the double teams in his 
life, McCoy has loads of help from tackle Adrian Taylor, 
and ends Frank Alexander, Jeremy Beal and Auston 
English. 

The ends combined for 16.5 sacks last season, 
helping the Sooners bring down the quarterback 
42 times, the fourth-best total in the nation. Tackle 
DeMarcus Granger is a big talent who is trying to get 
back from December back surgery. 


iG L E M ISON 


. OKLAHC 


The strength of the entire team. Returning ends 
Ricky Sapp, Kevin Alexander and Da’Quan Bowers 
are all playmakers with internal compasses to the 
quarterback. Sapp is coming back from a late-season 
ACL tear, so that’s one worry, but Bowers ramped 
up the expectations with a big spring following a fine 
freshman season. 


AT Lc 
4. ALABAMA 


Terrence Cody wants to stay on the field in pass- 
rushing downs, so his quest was to trim the fat to about 
350 pounds. Whether he can move well enough to be 
a collapse-the-pocket factor remains to be seen. What 
is certain is that he remains the concrete and steel of 
Alabama's three-man front, which is one of the nation’s 
best against the run. 

5. PITTSBURGH 


Junior ends Greg Romeus and Jabaal Sheard are 
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Wanna mess with these guys? 
Of course you don’t, but Florida | 


opponents will have no choice as the 
Gators return everybody from their 


national championship defense. 


the best bookends in the Big East, combining for 13 
sacks last season. Senior Mick Williams, who had 4.5 
sacks and 8.5 tackles for loss last season, is one of the 
league's best tackles. 


6. OLE MISS 


A great rotation at end — Marcus Tillman, Kentrell 
Lockett and bundle of talent Greg Hardy — helps give 
the Rebs another formidable front four after losing big 
fella Peria Jerry. 


7. ARIZONA STATE 


Stump your friends with this trivia question: Who 
is the only player in the country to have double-digit 
sacks in the past two seasons? Answer: ASU senior 
end Dexter Davis. Sophomore tackle Lawrence Guy is 
the real deal. These guys are the Devils’ best hope for 
a bounce-back season. 


8. VIRGINIA TECH 


The Hokies return five of the top six players from 
last season's rotation. Defensive end Jason Worilds 
had a streak of 11 games with at least one tackle for 
loss, finishing with 18.5. 


i y Va : 
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9. NORTH CAROLINA 

The returning starting four of ends E.J. Wilson 
and Robert Quinn, and tackles Marvin Austin and Cam 
Thomas, haven't come close to hitting their ceiling yet. 
As with the rest of the Tar Heels, when they do, you'll 
see it in the rankings. 


10. SOUTH FLORIDA 


Three starters return from the nation’s 10th-ranked 
rushing defense, and with end George Selvie there, 
a sack is always a possibility. 


1. ALABAMA 


The Tide is set at this position for years. Coach 
Saban’s Carroll-esque recruiting ensures that. For 
now, the four- and five-star recruits just have to get in 
line behind Rolando McClain, Dont'a Hightower, Cory 
Reamer and Brandon Fanney. They're all returning 
starters from one of the nation’s best defenses. 

McClain and Hightower were designed in the NFL 
laboratory. They're 6-4, 250 pounds and don't give 
up the corner to tailbacks who want to get up field. 
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McClain’s a junior, Hightower a sophomore, and they 
have the chance to be the highest-rated linebackers 
from their respective draft classes. 


2. FLORIDA 


Maybe we should consider this more of a 1A rank- 
ing. Middle man Brandon Spikes is the chief enforcer 
— dare we say the heart and soul of the defense? — 
and he’s flanked by returning starters Brandon Hicks 
and Ryan Stamper. 

Perfectly pleasing depth comes with ex-starters 
Dustin Doe and A.J. Jones, and coach Urban Meyer 
said in the spring he was further slicing up the position 
because redshirt freshman Brendan Beal and early 
enrolling freshman Jon Bostic just had to play. 


3. OKLAHOMA 


Travis Lewis was a revelation in ‘08, earning Big 
12 Defensive Freshman of the Year for a thoroughly 
ridiculous 144-tackle, four-interception debut. The 
other outside linebacker Keenan Clayton — 10 tackles 
for loss, six forced fumbles — wasn't half bad. Senior 
Ryan Reynolds is coming back from an ACL injury to 
man the middle ... or the Sooners’ depth will just take 
over. 


4. PENN STATE 


Sean Lee didn't go through contact drills in the 
spring, but the potential All-American has a chance 
to be moving just fine in time for fall camp, which will 
be about 16 months after his ACL injury. He’s in the 
middle of the defense now, and returning All-Big Ten 
first-teamer Navorro Bowman will be on the outside, 
assuming he doesn't have any more brush-ups with 
the law. 


5. BOSTON COLLEGE 


We're assuming the best here, which means 
middle linebacker Mike McLaughlin comes back OK for 
the season after suffering a torn Achilles’ before spring 
ball. McLaughlin and the high-motor Mark Herzlich 
combined for 199 tackles last season, 25 for loss. 


6. MIAMI 


Not yet smack-worthy, but back on the rise. Sean 
Spence was the ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year 
last season. Senior Darryl Sharpton is a vet in the 
middle. Senior Colin McCarthy should have a good 
year. Coach Randy Shannon's star recruits, including 
sophomore Arthur Brown, might soon be ready. 


7. BAYLOR 


Senior Joe Pawelek has seemingly been there all 
decade, and he’s the best middle linebacker in the Big 
12. Beyond him, Antonio Johnson, Antonio Jones and 
Earl Patin combined for 195 tackles last season. 


8. WEST VIRGINIA 


Reed Williams, the team’s leading tackler in 2007, 
returns for a sixth season after losing most of last year 
due to shoulder problems. The Mountaineers have 
veterans at every linebacker spot for a defense that 
was 11th in the country in points allowed. 


9. LSU 


The Tigers shuffled in the spring, moving strong 
safety Harry Coleman, who had a team-high 71 tackles 


last season, to outside linebacker. He joins athletic 
Kelvin Sheppard and new middle linebacker Jacob 
Cutrera. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 


Quan Sturdivant led the nation with 87 solo tack- 
les, and Bruce Carter (11 tackles for loss, five sacks) 
was also a special teams terror, blocking five kicks. 
Coaches will choose from talented young players for 
the other starting spot. 


Od 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


1. FLORIDA 


There's a trend here. The top defensive line, the 
kinda co-No. 1 linebackers and now the best second- 


ary. The Gators just need Tim Tebow not to mess it up. 


Florida's secondary is dominant. And young. Not 
a senior among the starters — or most of the backups 
— and it doesn’t matter a bit. Junior comer Joe Haden 
and sophomore corner Janoris Jenkins have been 
stars since stepping on campus. Juniors Ahmad Black 
and Major Wright are among the finest safeties in the 
nation. 

The Gators tied a school record with 26 intercep- 
tions and were third nationally in pass efficiency 
defense. 


2. USC 


Taylor Mays made a surprising decision to return 
for his senior season, and the Trojans won't argue. 
With Mays back at safety — and the NCAA granting 
combo defensive back Josh Pinkard 
a sixth season — USC should be its 
usual ball-hawking self. 


3. LSU 


New coordinator John Chavis, 
formerly of Tennessee, inherited 
safety Chad Jones and cornerback 
Patrick Peterson, both potential 
all-stars. Peterson, a sophomore, 
finished last season with a flourish 
and carried that momentum through 
the spring. 


4. ALABAMA 


Three starters are back, includ- 
ing second-team All-SEC performer 
Javier Arenas and fellow corner 
Kareem Jackson. Sophomore Robby 
Green emerged in spring as the 
leader to replace free safety Rashad 
Johnson. 


5. VIRGINIA TECH 


Senior free safety Kam Chancel- 
lor is an imposing figure at 6-4, 
226 pounds, and coaches want to 
see him use his voice more to be a 
leader and direct traffic. Cornerback 
Stephan Virgil is coming off a junior 
season in which he intercepted six 


6. CAL 


The Bears have the best cornerback combination 
in the Pac-10 with Syd’Quan Thompson and Darian 
Hagan, who each broke up 18 passes. 


7. TCU 


Representing one of the nation’s top annual 
defenses are projected all-league corners Rafael Priest 
and Nick Sanders, as well as safety Tejay Johnson. 
Priest and Sanders haven't missed a start in the past 
three seasons. 


8. TENNESSEE 


SEC Defensive Player of the Year Eric Berry is 
surrounded by an athletic supporting cast in a defense 
now coordinated by longtime NFL assistant Monte 
Kiffin. 


9. NORTHWESTERN ___ 


Not a galaxy of stars, but the Wildcats have four 
returning starters who earned some sort of postseason 
recognition last season on a much-improved defense. 
To single out one: senior safety Brad Phillips. 


10. BOSTON COLLEGE 


The Eagles tied for the national lead with 26 
interceptions last season. Paul Anderson, who had six, 
is gone, but the bulk of the group is back, including 
safety Wes Davis. 


Rolando McClain (left) and Dont’a 
Hightower are the types of lineback- 
ers NFL scouts dream of and the 
Alabama Crimson Tide actually has. 
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SCOPING THE NATION —S 


WRAP UP THIS DECADE WITH 
yey BOW ON re BY ANTHONY GIMINO e | = =a 


When the decade began, Pete Carroll was 
an NFL coaching washout, Urban Meyer 
was an assistant coach at Notre Dame, 
Michael Vick had the world on a string, 
and Joe Paterno was a young lad of 73. 

We barely knew what the read option 
was, had heard little of a Division I-AA 
coach named Jim Tressel (back when we 
used to call it I-AA), and the BCS had 
worked well enough in its first two go- 
rounds. 

Back then, it would have been hard to 
imagine that a head coach would be earn- 
ing $4 million a year, or that back-to- 
back sophomores would win the Heisman, 
or that Alabama, Michigan, Penn State 
AND Notre Dame would ramble aimlessly 
into three-win seasons. 

Shoot, it got so bad that Alabama and 
Notre Dame hired head coaches and then 
fired them before they got the chance to 
coach a football game. 

It's been strange. 

It’s been fun. 

Now, as we stand at the end of a super- PROGRAM OF THE DECADE 


lative decade of college football, we'd like : h a. : 
to ask one teeny, tiny thing from our Only national champs need apply, and Miami's 19-19 record in the past three years 


F : is a disqualifier. That leaves six programs in the discussion ... and since we don't want 
favorite sport: roar ; 5 : 3 
Tor to be complete BCS snobs, let’s give special honorable mention to Boise State and its 
USC-Florida. =e ia : 
98 victories this decade. 
Right now: It’s USC, followed in no particular order by LSU, Florida, Oklahoma, Ohio 
State, and Texas. 
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It's the national championship we want. 
It’s the national championship we need. 
It’s the national championship we deserve. 


USC-LSU would do, too, in a pinch What 2009 means: With a national title, four teams can claim best-of-the-decade 
: eet : honors. Each starts in Lindy’s preseason Top 10. 
Just give us one of the big, bad b f ; ; P ‘ : ; 
Ha eat earl with ee Rey ae USC, Florida and LSU can win a third championship, trumping everybody. Oklahoma, 


this decade — against the decade's finest which has the most victories this decade, can win its second Waterford crystal football 
program ... never mind that coach Paul in its fifth title-game appearance. 

Hackett mucked things up at USC with a 5-7 If the Sooners can win the final game of the season, they would move to No. 1, 
record in 2000 before Pistol Pete arnved: with the decade's most victories. But they have to get that second title to get past 


USC vs. the SEC. That would be one the others. bidowh: 
whopper of a topper for the decade. Here's the breakdown: 
As we look back on this nearly full 


decade) ‘thareis sill anich untinished Florida LSU Ohio State Oklahoma Texas USC 


business to cram into the final chapter. Record 87-29 90-27 91-23 102-19 97-18 93-22 

Yes, USC might look like the nation’s League titles 3 3 5 6 1 7 
best this decade — a word to the critics: Division titles a 4 = 7 3 = 
the Trojans’ AP national title counts just A F 
like a BCS national title — but there is eeeaee Z : ; z 

: ae BCS games 4 4 6 7 3 7 
still 10 percent of the decade remaining. 

Program of the Decade. Coach of the Bowl record 4-5 7-2 4-5 4-5 12 6-2 
Decade. Team of the Decade. They're all First-rounders 8 9 15 7 13 14 
still hanging in the balance. Heismans Tebow none Smith White none Palmer, 


Let's review: Bradford Leinart, Bush 
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MIAMIHURRICANES 


TEAM OF THE DECADE 


Right now: 2001 Miami 

The Hurricanes had the nation’s best collection 
of pro talent — maybe ever. The backfield includ- 
ed running backs Clinton Portis, Frank Gore, 
Willie McGahee and Najeh Davenport. Quarterback 
Ken Dorsey threw passes to tight end Jeremy 
Shockey and receiver Andre Johnson. Left tackle 
Bryant McKinnie won the Outland Trophy. 

The defense — led by safety Ed Reed, corner- 
back Phillip Buchanon and linebacker Jonathan 
Vilma — was the stingiest in the nation. The 
Canes outscored their opponents 512-117. They 
produced five first-round picks in the 2002 NFL 
Draft, and 10 more in the following two drafts. 

They toyed with Nebraska in the Rose Bowl, 
winning 37-14. 

What 2009 means: Florida has the pieces — 
Tim Tebow and a stout defense that returns 
intact — to run through the SEC in dominating 
fashion. The Gators have the star power to 
eclipse 2001 Miami. 


Here are the other top teams of the decade: 


2. 2004 USC (13-0) — These Trojans had the 
best offense-defense balance of the Pete Carroll 
era, and flattened Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl 
title game, 55-19. 

3. 2005 Texas (13-0) — Crazy-legged Vince 
Young and the ‘Horns led the nation with 50.15 
points per game, winning a classic Rose Bowl 
over USC. 

4. 2000 Oklahoma (13-0) — The Sooners 
caught the nation by surprise and had a glorious 
three-game stretch in which they routed Texas 
63-14, beat No. 2 Kansas State and defeated No. 
1 Nebraska. They nearly shut out Florida State in 
national title Orange Bowl, 13-2. 

5. 2005 USC (12-1) — It’s a bit strange to not 
have an SEC team among the top five, but we'll 
take the Leinart-Bush-White Trojans over any 
of them. 
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BCS MATCHUPS | 


This is the last year of the BCS games (minus the 
Rose Bowl) on Fox, which was an odd college football 


_ partner. College football games on Fox just don’t sound 


like college football. 

Starting with the 2010 season, ESPN will have the 
rights to the BCS bowls for four years. So, that’s what 
$500 million can buy you these days. (The Rose Bowl will 
stay on ABC, however.) 

The Rose Bowl folks are the hosts of the national title 
game this season, and we can only hope the show is as 
good as the last time the championship was decided in 
Pasadena. 

Here is how Lindy’s sees it: 


BCS NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 
Thursday, Jan. 7 

Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 

BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 

Lindy’s pick: Florida vs. Texas 


ROSE BOWL 

Friday, Jan. 1 

Pasadena, Calif. * Rose Bowl 
Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: USC vs. Ohio State 


ORANGE BOWL 

Tuesday, Jan. 5 

Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 

ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Virginia Tech vs. West Virginia 


SUGAR BOWL 

Friday, Jan. 1 

New Orleans * Superdome 

SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 
Lindy’s pick: LSU* vs. Penn State* 


FIESTA BOWL 

Monday, Jan. 4 

Glendale, Ariz. * University of Phoenix Stadium 
Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 

Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma* vs. Boise State* 


*at-large 
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PETE cARROLL 


COACH OF THE DECADE 


Right now: Pete Carroll 

He's a rock star. The dude is the king of L.A. as a college coach. He’s the envy of 
Rick Neuheisel. 

He recruits ‘em and then coaches ‘em up as well as anybody; the record seven con- 
secutive Pac-10 titles, the blowouts in the bowl games, and the two national champi- 
onships are the proof. 

But here's our favorite stat about Carroll. He has lost only 15 times in eight seasons. 
But that’s not the stat. The stat is this: He has lost only one game — ONE — by more 
than a touchdown. For you trivia buffs, that was a 27-16 setback at Notre Dame in his 
first season. 

What 2009 means: Urban Meyer won 17 games in two seasons at Bowling Green, 
won 22 games (including an undefeated season) in two years at Utah, and has won 
two national titles at Florida. 

Let’s see ... if Meyer wins another national championship, the decade honor is his. 


Bob Stoops can’t be counted out, but losing five consecutive BCS bowls is a big downer. 


Here are Lindy’s top dozen coaches of the decade: 


SU/A SS 
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GAME OF THE DECADE 


Right now: Texas 41, USC 38, 
2005 season, Rose Bowl. 

Reggie Bush's boneheaded lateral. 
More than 1,100 yards of offense. Pete 
Carroll going for it on 4th-and-2 from 
USC's 45 with 2:09 left. Texas stuffing 
LenDale White. 

It was all eclipsed by Vince Young's per- 
formance of the decade — 267 passing 
yards and 200 rushing yards, including the 
8-yard fourth-down scramble for the game- 
winning score with 19 seconds to go. 


The rest of the top 5: 


2. Boise State 43, Oklahoma 42, 

2006 season, Fiesta Bowl 

What do you remember most? Boise State 
tying the game with seven seconds left 
on a 50-yard hook-and-lateral on 4th- 
and-18? The Broncos winning in overtime 
on a behind-the-back handoff on a two- 
point conversion? Ian Johnson’s televised 
proposal to his cheerleader girlfriend 
after the game? 


3. USC 34, Notre Dame 31, 2005 

It was bleak for the Trojans, facing 4th- 
and-9 from their 26 late in the game. 
With not a half-inch to spare, Matt 
Leinart snuck a pass to Dwayne Jarrett, 
who took it 61 yards. Eventually, it set 
up Leinart calling his own number from 
inside the 1. Initially stopped, he got 
over the goal-line with the help of a push 
from Reggie Bush, breaking the hearts of 
the green-clad Irish. 


It was the most watched regular-season 
college football game in nine years. 


4. Ohio State 31, Miami 24, 

2002 season, Fiesta Bowl 

Ask Miami fans how they feel about Terry 
Porter. He's the field judge who called 
pass interference in the end zone against 
Glenn Sharpe in overtime. The Buckeyes 
went on to tie the game and win in dou- 
ble overtime, ending the Canes’ 34-game 
winning streak. 


5. Ohio State 42, Michigan 39, 2006 
Hard to imagine a regular-season game 
with so many angles. No. 1 Ohio State vs. 
No. 2 Michigan. National championship 
game appearance on the line. Bo died a 
day earlier. The game was pretty good, 
too. The Wolverines played catch-up most 
of the afternoon, but fell short when 
Ohio State’s Ted Ginn Jr. recovered an 
onside-kick with about two minutes left. 
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| ALL-DECADE TEAM 


Which current players could still play their way onto the All-Decade team? 
The most likely thing to happen is that Oklahoma’s Sam Bradford could make 


___ second-team quarterback Matt Leinart disappear (kind of like the Arizona 


Cardinals’ Kurt Warner did last season). 


Anyway, another possibility could be Florida linebacker Brandon Spikes, 
although the competition at all-decade linebacker is ridiculous — to the 


i 

| point, the outstanding Penn Stater Paul Posluszny didn’t even make the cut. 
} More possibilities are USC's Taylor Mays and Tennessee's Eric Berry at safe- 
ty, or Alabama’s Javier Arenas at all-purpose. Again, serious competition. 

\ In fact, we're gearing up for the hate mail from Texas fans for not having any 
of the great Longhorns’ defensive backs on the list — Quentin Jammer, Michael 
Huff, Nathan Vasher, Aaron Ross. Sorry, we'll stick with the DBs we have. 

' Meanwhile, we're pretty sure Oklahoma fans will love this list. 

[ Before we get to our All-Decade team, a couple of explanations: 


! 1. No consideration was given to a player's draft status or his pro career. 
2. We looked at players’ entire careers, which carried more weight than a 


guy who had one great season. As a result, it hurt guys who ended their col- 


lege playing days in 2000 and, thus, played only one season in the decade. 
_ An exception was made for LaDainian Tomlinson. Sounds reasonable, right? 


| 
| FIRST-TEAM 
OFFENSE 


Tim Tebow, Florida 
Adrian Peterson, Oklahoma 


as RB Darren McFadden, Arkansas 
= WR_ Larry Fitzgerald, Pitt 
{ WR_ Michael Crabtree, Texas Tech 
_ TE Kellen Winslow Jr., Miami 
__C _ Greg Eslinger, Minnesota 
E OL Robert Gallery, lowa 
a OL Jammal Brown, Oklahoma 
OL Bryant McKinnie, Miami 
_ OL Shawn Andrews, Arkansas 
AP Reggie Bush, USC 
PK Nate Kaeding, lowa 
DEFENSE 
La DE Julius Peppers, North Carolina 
a DT Glenn Dorsey, LSU 
____ DT __ Tommie Harris, Oklahoma 
____DE David Pollack, Georgia 
LB Rocky Calmus, Oklahoma 
_ LB AJ. Hawk, Ohio State 
____LB_ James Laurinaitis, Ohio State 
___ DB Derrick Strait, Oklahoma 
iy DB Terence Newman, Kansas State 
te DB Roy Williams, Oklahoma 
i DB Sean Taylor, Miami 


eve P 


Daniel Sepulveda, Baylor 
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SECOND-TEAM 


OFFENSE 


Matt Leinart, USC 
RB Larry Johnson, Penn State 
RB LaDainian Tomlinson, TCU 
WR_ Calvin Johnson, Georgia Tech 
WR Charles Rogers, Michigan State 
TE Heath Miller, Virginia 
C Alex Mack, California 
OL Joe Thomas, Wisconsin 
OL Jake Long, Michigan 
OL Andre Smith, Alabama 
OL Jon Stinchcomb, Georgia 
AP Ted Ginn Jr., Ohio State 
K Mason Crosby, Colorado 
DEFENSE 
DE Chris Long, Virginia 
DT Shaun Cody, USC 
DT John Henderson, Tennessee 
DE Terrell Suggs, Arizona State 
LB Derrick Johnson, Texas 
LB Teddy Lehman, Oklahoma 
LB E.J. Henderson, Maryland 
DB DeAngelo Hall, Virginia Tech 
DB Mike Doss, Ohio State 
DB Ed Reed, Miami 
DB Troy Polamalu, USC 
P Ryan Plackemeier, Wake Forest 


SIGN ‘EM EARLY 


Getting early commitments from high 
school players — and early can mean a 
year in advance — is a trend that started 
in the 1990s and shows no indication of 
slowing down. The big schools make the 
most of it; they have the clout. 

By the end of April, Texas already had 
more than 20 commitments. 

The problem then becomes babysitting 
those recruits for several months, making 
sure they stay committed, and fending 
off poachers. Sounds like a waste of time 
and resources as the schools try to reach 
the finish line — Signing Day on the first 
Wednesday in February. 

An early signing period, such as there 
is basketball and other sports, makes 
increasing sense. 

What does the American Football 
Coaches Association say about it? 

“There have been several straw polls, 
and I think the results are mixed,” San 
Jose State coach Dick Tomey, the presi- 
dent of the AFCA, told Lindy’s. 

“Some think their situations would be 
hurt by an early signing date because 
they're not way up the recruiting food 
chain. I personally feel like it would be a 
good thing. Even though we're not high 
on the football food chain, I would like 
to get the guys who aren't coming out of 
the way so we can concentrate on the 
guys we have a chance on.” 

Coaches have suggested various sum- 
mer and fall signing periods, but more 
support is being thrown behind a 
December window, which is when certain 
junior college recruits can sign. 

“There is probably more support than 
ever,” Tomey said. But he added: “I'd say 
it's a ways away.” 


THREE-FOR-FOUR 

Florida is trying to win its third 
national championship in a four-year 
span, something that has been done only 
four times in the past 100 years: 


Nebraska 1994-95, ‘97 Tom Osborne 
Notre Dame 1946-48 Frank Leahy 
Minnesota 1934-36 Bernie Bierman 
Harvard 1910, 12-13 Percy Houghton 
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THAT DARNED BCS 


The BCS system is impossible to like. 
It ranks right up there with bank CEOs. 
Never mind that the BCS is better than 
the system it replaced. It’s simply ham- 
pered by the math, because three wor- 
thy teams (or more) just don’t go into 
two spots in the national title game, 
no matter how you pick them. Whatcha 
gonna do? 

We love to talk/debate/rant about it, 
but it’s almost not worth worrying about. 
The BCS deal is in place for five more sea- 
sons. It is what it is ... and what it isn't. 
Deal with it. 

But we can dream, can’t we? In our 
perfect little sunny world, we envision an 
eight-team playoff. 

That would include the champions of 
the ACC, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12, Pac-10 
and SEC. The final two teams would be 
the highest-rated teams from other con- 
ferences, plus independents. You could 
impose a caveat on that if you'd like — 
such as those non-BCS conference teams 
that would have to finish in the top 16 of 
the final rankings. 

Otherwise, no non-league champs 
allowed. 

This does a couple of things. 

— It levels the conference playing 
field. It would no longer matter if you 
decide your league winner by champion- 
ship game or full round-robin or some- 
thing else (Big Ten). It only matters that 
you spend a couple of months battling it 
out. Win your conference or else. 

— It increases the importance of the 
regular season, already college football's 
strongest selling point. 

As it is now, one loss is a potential 
BCS back-breaker, so there is little incen- 
tive for teams to play a great non-con- 
ference schedule. (Well, other than a 
truckload of cash.) 

Under our playoff scenario, where con- 
ference titles mean everything, there is 
no downside to playing a great non- 
league schedule. Teams can actually use 
those as tune-ups for their conference 
schedule (and make serious TV money and 
recruiting hay), while we get more great 
football to watch — during and after the 
regular season. 

Amen. 
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HEISMAN «9! pjesme’ 
waTcH wee 


You know by now that 


this is historic. Two 


returning Heisman win- 
ners — Florida's Tim 
Tebow and Oklahoma's 
Sam Bradford, who won as 
sophomores. Texas’ Colt 
McCoy is in hot pursuit. 
Anybody else will be 


lucky to get a sniff of the 


statue this season, espe- 
cially if that player doesn’t 
line up at quarterback. 

There isn’t much major 
star wattage at running 
back and receiver, not that 
it would matter much. 

As a sign of the times 
in college football, the 
Heisman has turned into a 
quarterback award. The SAM BRADFORD 
guys taking the snap have 
won eight of the nine awards this decade, with only USC's multi- 
threat Reggie Bush able to crash the party. 

Consider that running backs won every trophy from 1972 to 1983 — 
with Nebraska's Johnny Rodgers and Mike Rozier serving as bookends 
for that era. 

Can anybody else, quarterback or otherwise, end up in New York 
City for the Heisman presentation? 

Let's take a look at the field, remembering that these aren’t what we 


Photo by Bruce L. Schwartzman 


consider the 10 best players, but rather the players who have a best 
chance of having a great year on a great team from a major conference. 


This fully explains the presence of an untested USC quarterback on 
the list. 


Tim Tebow 0B Sr. Florida 

Sam Bradford 0B Jr. Oklahoma 

Colt McCoy Sr. Texas 

Jahvid Best Ir California 
Jevan Snead oB Jr Ole Miss 

Dez Bryant Ir. Oklahoma State 
Terrelle Pryor 3 So. Ohio State 


Zac Robinson f Oklahoma State 
Aaron Corp 0B So. USC 
C.J. Spiller Sr. Clemson 
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In the World of Coach Ron Meyer, 
Good Enough is NOT Good Enough. 


Only Perfect is Good Enough. 


In case the name doesn’t ring a bell, I’m a two-time AFC Coach of the Year - with the 
Indianapolis Colts, then with the New England Patriots. 1 coached Eric Dickerson and Craig James in 
the legendary Pony Express at SMU. I came up under Tom Landry at Dallas and won myself a 
Super Bowl Ring. 


Like every coach And they didn’t load me up with honors because I look good with a chalkboard — but because I knew 
worth his salt, how to make my players do things right. And I am here to challenge you the way I challenged my 
I insist on getting players over the years: 


IT RIG HT. Are you WINNING? are you spotting weak, inaccurate lines and taking all the edges? 


That is why | ring Do you know when a live dog is ready to pull off the upset? Do you know when a conference leader has 


up BIG numbers. been fattening up on creampuffs & is about to come up empty? 
I track the progress of both college 


- if you think you should be doing better — 


and NEL teams, their plusses and : 
I have the knowledge tools, the experience and the access to be your coach, 


minuses. Where there's W's and $'s at 


q personal mentor and selector I will show you the clues and the numbers. I'll tell you things 
stake, I don’t want easy answers, just ; ; 


right ones. That's why we prade every ‘cappers never told you because they don’t know what coaches know! 
Noe kMere’s the deal. join my team for the full season and receive my 
at a glance if they measure up to OR W2YE Playbook selections every Saturday and Sunday Mondays 
eS aca ,POWGS pale and Thursdays. I will tell you what makes each pick special and 
Seat se ele ates ener at ee why it’s worth the units. You get this package for the get-acquainted fee of 

and it includes the entire Pre-Season of some 
25-28 bettable games Remember I’m an NFL insider: I know 


the game plan: Who’s out to win, who's only scrimmaging, how long the starters 


ratings figure to play significantly 
better than expected and we scale 
our bets accordingly. 


Last year we went 67-28-70.5% 
overall. Our Games of the Year went 
14-5 and my 20-Star Chalkboard 
Plays went 7-2. We won high 
profile matchups like Florida over BONUS: 
Oklahoma in the BCS championship My GUARANTEED GAMES 

and Cards plus over Steelers in the — Expect at least ten of these over the course 


Super Bowl. But we also made money of the pre-and regular season. 
on sleeper teams that kept slipping 


are playing, which game is the dress rehearsal etc. | know when they’re 
pressing the pedal and when they’re easing back. 


under the radar like Georgia Tech, ; 
Mississippi, Rice, the Ravens and You never heard a real coach say, “That's good enough.” You will NEVER hear ME say it either. 


the Titans. It's my coach’s perfectionism. It made me run my NEL career at a Coach-of-the-Year level. 


toll tree now 1-822-540-8787 
fea Tec) 
Or visit me online at: WWW. SportsMasters.com 


To order by mail, make checks or money orders payable to RON 603 West 13th Street * Suite 1A-347 * Austin Texas 76701-1795 


SCOPING THE NATION 


COACHIN G CHANGES 


This is the season for baby coaches — not coaches who are babies; that’s a differ- 
ent subject. But of the 22 new bosses in new places, 14 of them start with a major- 
college record that is a blank slate. é 

Yes, more than a dozen of the nation’s most eligible assistants — we're looking at you 
Ron English, Dan Mullen, Mike Locksley, Chip Kelly and Steve Sarkisian — finally 
punched their ticket to the big money, big office, and the big hotel room on road trips. _ 

And, eventually, the big hot seat. , 

Speaking of hot seats, is it possible for a new coach to start there? It is if you're 
Tennessee's Lane Kiffin, who adds a dash of Tabasco — make that habanero sauce — , 
to an already combustible mix of SEC coaches. 

The coaching carousel spit out some good coaches in the offseason — sometinests \ 
by force, sometimes not — including six guys who had double-digit careers at their 
schools: Tennessee’s Phil Fulmer (17 years), Oregon’s Mike Bellotti (14), Purdue's 


= 
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Joe Tiller (12), New Mexico’s Rocky Long (11), Clemson’s Tommy Bowden (10) and 


Auburn's Tommy Tuberville (10). 


It’s a pretty good bet the two Tommys will be on this coaching ae list next 


season, except that they'll be in the “in” category and not the “o 
Here's the upshot of all the coaching changes: 
= = eee ee ee 


ARMY 


Out: Stan Brock (6-18, two seasons) 
In: Rich Ellerson 


This is the dream job for Ellerson, who 
comes from a military family and is com- 
ing off a successful stint at Division II Cal 
Poly (remember, the Mustangs nearly won 
at Wisconsin at the end of last season). He 
is expert in unique schemes — the triple- 
option on offense and the double-eagle 
flex defense that he used for Arizona's 
Desert Swarm teams in the 1990s. 


AUBURN 


Out: Tommy Tuberville (85-40, 10 seasons) 


In: Gene Chizik 


Hardly seems like an upgrade for the Tigers, 
who suddenly find themselves eating 
Alabama's dust. Tuberville’s 2008 experi- 
ment on offense was a major flop, and the 
5-7 season was the reason the administra- 
tion needed to go another way. Just didn’t 
think that road would lead to a former 
Auburn assistant who went 5-19 at Iowa 
State. Chizik, however, quickly put together 
a stellar staff and Top 20 recruiting class. 


BALL STATE 


Out: Brady Hoke (34-38, six seasons) 
In; Stan Parrish 


Hoke, after putting together a magical sea- 
son with the Cardinals, left for San Diego 
State. Losing Hoke might hurt less than 
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losing quarterback Nate Davis, who jumped 
early for the NFL. Scheme-wise, not much 
should change with the promotion of 
62-year-old coordinator Parrish, who has a 
decade of head coaching experience at 
Wabash College, Marshall and Kansas State. 


BOSTON COLLEGE 


Out: Jeff Jagodzinski (20-8, two seasons) 
In: Frank Spaziani 


Coach Jag wanted to flirt with the NFL, 
but the Boston College administration 
didn’t appreciate his playing footsie, so 
they canned him in favor of popular 
defensive coordinator Frank Spaziani. He 
will go back to a pro-style attack and keep 
searching for a quarterback in the fall. 


BOWLING GREEN 


Out: Gregg Brandon (44-30, six seasons) 
In: Dave Clawson 


Clawson emerges from the ashes of a disas- 
ter at Tennessee, where his hiring as coor- 
dinator before the 2008 season was sup- 
posed to usher in a “a new era of 
Tennessee offensive football.” Well, it did 
usher in a new era for a new coaching 
staff. Meanwhile, Clawson, who will be 42 
when the season starts, looks to re-polish 
the rising star he had as head coach at 
Richmond, where he was twice the FCS 
Coach of the Year. Brandon, meanwhile, 
landed as Virginia's offensive coordinator. 


CLEMSON 


Out: Tommy Bowden (72-45, 10 seasons) 
In: Dabo Swinney 


Swinney went 4-3 after taking over as 
interim coach for Bowden during last sea- 
son, and the school made him the full-time 
coach before the bowl loss to Nebraska. 
Swinney is young (39) but picked up some 
veteran savvy when he and his coaching 
staff took an offseason trip to Austin to 
pick the brain of Texas coach Mack Brown. 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 


Out: Jeff Genyk (16-42, five seasons) 
In: Ron English 


This is a tough job. No coach has had a 
winning record at Eastern Michigan since 
Dan Boisture, who was 45-20-3 from 1967 
to 1973. English, who mostly built his 
reputation as Michigan's defensive coordi- 
nator before coaching at Louisville last 
season, takes over a team that gave up 

a MAC-worst 427 points. 


IOWA STATE 


Out: Gene Chizik (5-19, two seasons) 
In: Paul Rhoads 


Basically a coach swap, as Chizik parlayed 
that stellar 5-19 record into the head 
coaching job at Auburn, which displaced 
Rhoads, who was the Tigers’ defensive 
coordinator. Say this about Rhoads: He's 
a native of Ankeny, Iowa, and has deep 
roots to the area, including being a for- 
mer member of ISU coach Dan McCarney’s 
staff from 1995 to 1999. He’s not neces- 
sarily looking to make a quick jump. 


KANSAS STATE 


Out: Ron Prince (17-20, three seasons) 
In: Bill Snyder 


A second go-round at the same school 
didn't work out so well for USC’s John 
Robinson or Stanford's Bill Walsh in the 
1990s. Snyder, who will turn 70 during the 
season, will attempt repeat magic at Kansas 
State, where he was 136-68-1 from 1989 to 
2005, presiding over a rebuilding project so 
successful that Barry Switzer once said 
Snyder should be Coach of the Century. But 
he was talking about the other century. 


MIAMI (OHIO) 


Out: Shane Montgomery 
(17-31, four seasons) 
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In: Mike Haywood 


Haywood, who called plays for Notre Dame 
last season (well, at least until the last 
couple of games), gets his first head 
coaching gig, taking over a team in need 
of offensive improvement. The RedHawks 
failed to top 20 points in eight games last 
season, and they have a quarterback situ- 
ation that won't be resolved until the fall. 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 


Out: Sylvester Croom (21-38, five seasons) 


In: Dan Mullen 


Some consider this the hardest coaching job 
in the SEC (yes, even worse than Vanderbilt, 
which at least has that academic thing 
going for it). But Mullen has the energy for 
the job, and the former Florida offensive 
coordinator has the chops in the spread 
offense that athletic directors covet. Give 
the new coach some quick credit: The 
Bulldogs had an announced crowd of 31,606 
at the spring game — more than five times 
the number from the previous season. 


NEW MEXICO 
Out: Rocky Long (65-69, 11 years) 
In: Mike Locksley 


Locksley was a popular offensive coordi- 
nator at Illinois — and a heck of a 
recruiter wherever he’s been — and he’s 
shaking things up in Albuquerque with 
an up-tempo, no-huddle offense. This is 
the kind of program that could compete 
in the Mountain West every year. 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


Out: Hal Mumme (11-38, four seasons) 
In: DeWayne Walker 


The two teams in the state of New Mexico 
did well with hiring of young, in-demand 
coordinators (see above), but the Aggies 
opted for defense with Walker, the former 
coordinator at UCLA for Karl Dorrell and 
Rick Neuheisel. Walker has a lot of work 
to do, as the Aggies allowed 35 points per 
game across four seasons under Mumme, 
who took his passing offense and landed 
the head coaching job at Division III 
McMurry in Abilene, Texas. 


OREGON 


Out: Mike Bellotti (116-55, 14 seasons) 
In: Chip Kelly 


Bellotti stepped down before spring ball to 
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take over as athletic director, ceding the 
Ducks, as planned, to offensive whiz Kelly, 
who was marvelous in the past two seasons 
coaxing superior performances from Dennis 
Dixon and Jeremiah Masoli. Kelly and his 
read-option should produce more national 
top 10 finishes in total offense. Further 
easing the transition, Bellotti stayed on 
during the spring to coach quarterbacks 
before Kelly made a permanent hire. 


PURDUE 


Out: Joe Tiller (87-62, 12 seasons) 
In: Danny Hope 


Hope surveyed the Purdue landscape last 
season as the offensive line coach and 
head-coach in-waiting. That landscape 
then changed, as the Boilermakers no 
longer have offensive standouts Curtis 
Painter, Kory Sheets, Greg Orton and 
Desmond Tardy. Could be a tough first 
season in West Lafayette. 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


Out: Chuck Long (9-27, three seasons) 
In: Brady Hoke 


“Sleeping giant” might be too strong of 

a label for the Aztecs, but how can only 
one of the past six SDSU head coaches, 
dating back almost three decades, have 

a winning record? San Diego State should 
be a consistent winner and hopes it final- 
ly hit the coaching lottery by nabbing 
Hoke from Bowling Green. Best news: He 
has two superb coordinators — Al Borges 
(offense) and Rocky Long (defense). 


SYRACUSE 


Out: Greg Robinson (10-37, four seasons) 
In: Doug Marrone 

Robinson never got it going, leaving 
Marrone a thin roster that does have 
some nice pieces on offense. Marrone, 

a first-time head coach, got the Orange's 
attention with a hard-hitting spring, but 
he'll have to string together some strong 
recruiting classes to make real progress. 


TENNESSEE 


Out: Phil Fulmer (152-52, 17 seasons) 

In: Lane Kiffin 

The signature coaching move of the offsea- 
son. Kiffin made himself an immediate 
lightning rod, becoming the coach most in 
need of a seven-second delay. Can the 


34-year-old coach? Is there some substance 
behind Boy Smirk? He can recruit, and he 
does have the highest-paid assistant 
coaching staff in the country, which seems 
to make this a matter of when, not if. 


TOLEDO 


Out: Tom Amstutz (58-41, eight seasons) 
In: Tim Beckman 


Beckman has coached under Jim Tressel 
and Urban Meyer, so he has a couple pret- 
ty good blueprints for how to make this all 
work. Tressel once called the intense 
Beckman “tornadic” ... so it’s no surprise 
Beckman ran a whirlwind of a spring prac- 
tice, trying to toughen up the Rockets for 
their quest to end a streak of three con- 
secutive losing seasons. 


UTAH STATE 


Out: Brent Guy (9-38, four seasons) 
In: Gary Andersen 


Andersen launched from the success at 
Utah, where he was a longtime assistant 
and, most recently, the defensive coordi- 
nator. He turned to Dave Baldwin to coor- 
dinate the offense, and the Aggies, like 
so many teams in transition, will go to 

a no-huddle spread. 


WASHINGTON 


Out: Tyrone Willingham 
(11-37, four seasons) 
In: Steve Sarkisian 


What's that about the penthouse and the 
outhouse? Sark took a dive in the stand- 
ings, going from calling plays at USC to 
calling all the shots at winless 
Washington, hereby nominated — no, 
crowned — as the most disappointing 
program of the decade. Sarkisian, 35, 
spent the spring making friends and 
influencing boosters, immediately putting 
him a step ahead of Willingham. 


WYOMING 


Out: Joe Glenn (30-41, six seasons) 
In: Dave Christensen 


More of the same: New coach, new no-hud- 
dle spread offense. Christensen knows how 
it should look, serving most recently as the 
offensive coordinator at Missouri, whose 
fast-paced attack averaged 42.2 points and 
484.1 yards last season. Alas, there’s no 
Chase Daniel on the Cowboys’ roster. 
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* LONGEST BOWL STREAKS 


Michigan's consecutive bowl streak of 
33, two short of Nebraska's NCAA record, 
ended in Rich Rodriguez's first season. 
The new bowl longevity champ is Florida 
State. Here are the only schools with 
double-digit bowl postseason streaks, 
keeping in mind that with 34 bowls, it 
basically only takes a .500 record to keep 
the streak alive these days: 


pe Fe 


College and Oklahoma 
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LONGEST BOWL DROUGHTS 


As with the longest bowl streak on the 
good side, the “bad” bowl streak also 
ended in 2008. 

Vanderbilt, which hadn't been to the 
postseason since the 1982 Hall of Fame 
Classic, ended a 25-year bowl-less streak, 
and then the ‘Dores acted as if they had 
been there before. Vandy went a few 
miles up the road to the Music City Bowl, 
ending yet another bowl streak by beat- 
ing Boston College, 16-14. The Eagles had 
won eight bowls in a row, the longest run 
in the country. 

With Vandy off the mat, it’s now an 
inglorious race between two teams trying 
to get on the bowl express. Our money is 
on Baylor making it there first. 

Here are the longest droughts (BCS 
teams only): 


14 
7 ~~ Stanford 


Baylor and Duke 


6 Washington 
5 Washington State 


Overall, New Mexico State has the 
nation’s longest drought — 48 years and 
counting. 


CONFERENCE OF 
QUARTERBACKS? 


Step aside, Pac-10. You wish this cate- 
gory was about you. 

We'll give you six Big 12 quarterbacks 
who are way better — or have a reason- 
able chance to be so — than anybody in 
the league formerly known as the 
Conference of Quarterbacks: 

Sam Bradford, Colt McCoy, Zac 
Robinson, Todd Reesing, precocious soph- 
omore Robert Griffin and whoever Texas 
Tech rolls out this season. 

OK, that last guy would be sophomore 
Taylor Potts, who might finally be the 
kind of Red Raiders passer the NFL can 
love. He’s 6-5 with a bigger arm than, 
say, the departed Graham Harrell. Check 
back on Potts’ accuracy. 

Meanwhile, the best the Pac-10 can do 
is Oregon's Jeremiah Masoli, who has to 
prove he’s more than a one-year wonder, 
and Washington's Jake Locker, who 
missed most of last season with a thumb 


injury and has to show he really is 
Tebow Northwest, as he’s been touted for 
three years. 

Elsewhere in the Pac-10, there were 
spring quarterback battles of various 
degrees at Arizona, Arizona State, Cal, 
Stanford, UCLA, Washington State and, 
most famously, USC. Adding to the 
uncertainty, Oregon State starter Lyle 
Moevao underwent offseason surgery to 
reconstruct the rotator cuff in his throw- 
ing shoulder. How ready he is for fall 
camp is anyone’s guess. Sean Canfield, 
come on down. 

Not only does the Pac-10 have reason 
to be envious of the Big 12, it’s looking 
up to the boys from the SEC. Let's call 
that league the Conference of Elite 
Quarterbacks. 

Check it out: Five of the past 12 No. 1 
draft picks have been SEC quarterbacks: 
Peyton Manning, Tim Couch, Eli Manning, 
JaMarcus Russell, and Matthew Stafford. 
In the same dozen years, only Carson 
Palmer was a No. 1 selection out of the 
Pac-10. 
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SCOPING THE NATION = 


TOP 


1. USC AT OHIO STATE, SEPT. 12 


The Trojans won last year’s game by 
knockout, 35-3, but the early season 
rematch is in Columbus and two rebuilt 
defenses are a gigantic X-factor. And 
OSU's Jim Tressel won't have to play 
musical quarterbacks this time around as 
the Buckeyes try to be more than a big- 
game punchline ... or punching bag. 


2. ALABAMA VS. VIRGINIA TECH 
(ATLANTA), SEPT. 5 


The Tide used last year’s opener against 
Clemson, also in the Georgia Dome, as a 
springboard to an undefeated regular sea- 
son. With new starting quarterback Greg 
McElroy, Nick Saban’s guys will try to do 
the same against another ACC team trying 
to be more than a national pretender. 


3. GEORGIA AT OKLAHOMA STATE, 
SEPT. 5 


The Dawgs no longer have Matthew 
Stafford or Knowshon Moreno, while the 
Cowboys will put their skill players up 
against any group in the country. 


4. OKLAHOMA AT MIAMI, OCT. 3 


The mighty young Hurricanes — 
10 projected starters are underclassmen 
— will be ready for this kind of game 
some day. Will that day be Oct. 3? 


5. OREGON AT BOISE STATE, SEPT. 5 


Nothing Boise State does should be 
shocking, but if the Broncos beat Oregon 
— as they did last season in Eugene — 
they could be on a fast track to a BCS 
bowl. 


6. USC AT NOTRE DAME, OCT. 17 


Do or die for the Irish and Charlie 
Weis? How many beatings can they take 
at the hands of USC? The past three 
games have been name-the-score affairs 
for the Trojans. 
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7. FLORIDA STATE AT FLORIDA, NOV. 28 


BCS style points could be on the line in 
this late-season game for the Gators, who 
are making a thumping of the Seminoles 
an annual ritual. Florida has won five in 
a row by a combined 165-61. And, oh, do 
you really think Tim Tebow is going to 
lose his final home game at The Swamp? 


8. GEORGIA AT GEORGIA TECH, NOV. 28 


Georgia Tech was just getting started 
last season under coach Paul Johnson ... 
and the Jackets still managed to beat a 
preseason favorite for the national title, 
winning 45-42 after overcoming a 
16-point halftime deficit. This rivalry 
should only get better. 


9. NEBRASKA AT VIRGINIA TECH, 
SEPT. 19 


How's this for an opening month for 
the Hokies: versus Alabama on a neutral 
field, and home to the Huskers and then 
Miami. Tech won this matchup last sea- 
son, 35-30. 


= a 
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10. SOUTH FLORIDA AT FLORIDA 
STATE, SEPT. 26 


It’s the first meeting ever between 
these teams. With USF rising and FSU 
treading water, maybe we can soon call 
them rivals. The Bulls play host to 
Miami on Nov. 28 in another new-look 
state battle. 


11. UCLA AT TENNESSEE, SEPT. 12 


Perhaps this is more intriguing than an 
actual titanic clash. Early test for two 
programs trying to erase memories of 
a losing season. 


12. ARMY VS. NAVY, DEC. 12 
(PHILADELPHIA) 


A new era of a grand rivalry, as Army 
coach Rich Ellerson tries to end the 
Black Knights’ seven-game losing streak 
in the series. 
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TOP 12 CONFERENCE GAMES 


1. OKLAHOMA VS. TEXAS, OCT. 17 
(DALLAS) 


Last year proved you can't really say 
that the Big 12 South and a berth in the 
national title game is on the line ... but 
it sure looks that way from a distance. 


2. FLORIDA AT LSU, OCT. 10 


These schools have won the past three 
national championships, and it could be 
quite a treat if this is just a warm-up for 
a rematch in the SEC title game. 


3. ALABAMA AT OLE MISS, OCT. 10 


Combined with the No. 2 game on this 
list, we'll know a lot more about the SEC 
West after this Saturday. The Tide needed 
a late-game defensive stand to win last 
season's meeting 24-20 in Tuscaloosa. 


4. TEXAS AT OKLAHOMA STATE, 
OCT. 31 


This will be one day shy of the anni- 
versary of Texas’ only loss last season — 
on the road against a team with freakish- 
ly good offensive players. Sound familiar? 


5. TENNESSEE AT FLORIDA, SEPT. 19 


New UT coach Lane Kiffin popped off 
about Florida and untrue recruiting viola- 
tions. How badly will the Gators turn 
around and pop the Vols in the mouth? 


6. LSU AT ALABAMA, NOV. 7 


Alabama snapped a five-game losing 
streak to the Tigers last season in what 
could become the game in the SEC West 
for many years. 


7. OKLAHOMA STATE AT OKLAHOMA, 
NOV. 28 


Could the Big 12 South be headed to 
a three-way tie again? This late-season 
game might have something to say 
about it. 
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8. OHIO STATE AT PENN STATE, NOV. 7 


Ohio State quarterback Terrelle Pryor 
returns to his home state in a clash of the 
Big Ten’s top two teams in the preseason. 


9. LSU AT OLE MISS, NOV. 21 


The Rebels won 31-13 last season in 
Baton Rouge, but young Tigers’ quarter- 
back Jordan Jefferson was just getting 
started late in the season. He'll be a vet 
in the rematch. 


10. USC AT CAL, OCT. 3 


The Pac-10's full round-robin puts the 
Trojans on the road for their two tough- 


a 


est league games, including an Oct. 31 
matchup against Oregon. 


11. OHIO STATE AT MICHIGAN, NOV. 21 


Rich Rodriguez's first dip into the 
rivalry ended in a 42-7 dunking by the 
Buckeyes. The gap has to be closing, 
doesn’t it? At least a little? 


12. VIRGINIA TECH AT GEORGIA TECH, 
OCT. 17 


Just a little fun fact: These two teams 
— possibly the two finest in the ACC — 
combined to throw fewer passes (456) last 
season than 23 teams. 
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SCOPING THE NATION 


SNEAK PEEK 


Here is our annual look ahead to the NFL Draft, a full year in advance. This Top 50 list, from our pals at NFLdraftscout.com, con- 
sists only of seniors. Of course, many juniors — or third-year sophomores — will come out, too, but that’s even harder to predict. 


These days, even Heisman winners tend to come back to school. 


We don’t want to get too far ahead of ourselves, but it’s a good idea to be aware of a half-dozen top juniors for the 2010 draft: 
Oklahoma QB Sam Bradford, Tennessee SS Eric Berry, Oklahoma DT Gerald McCoy, Illinois WR Arrelious Benn, Alabama LB Rolando 
McClain and Arizona TE Rob Gronkowski. Some positions may indicate professional futures. 
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SENIORS ONLY 


Taylor Mays 
Russell Okung 
Jermaine Gresham 
Mark Herzlich 
Colt McCoy 
Ndamukong Suh 
Sergio Kindle 
Brandon Spikes 
Terrence Cody 
Trent Williams 
Tim Tebow 
Trevard Lindley 
C.J. Spiller 
Brandon LaFell 
Sean Weatherspoon 
Ciron Black 
Greg Hardy 
Adam Ulatoski 
DeMarcus Granger 
Antonio Coleman 
George Selvie 
Geno Atkins 
Mardy Gilyard 
Chris Brown 
Javier Arenas 
Jerry Hughes 
Sergio Render 
Brandon Lang 
Rico McCoy 
Brandon Graham 
Dennis Pitta 
Sam Young 

Kyle Wilson 

C.J. Wilson 
Arthur Jones 
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WR 
OLB 


DT 
OLB 


OLB 


OLB 


SCHOOL 


Southern California 
Oklahoma State 
Oklahoma 
Boston College 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Texas 

Florida 
Alabama 
Oklahoma 
Florida 
Kentucky 
Clemson 

LSU 

Missouri 

LSU 
Mississippi 
Texas 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 

South Florida 
Georgia 
Cincinnati 
Oklahoma 
Alabama 

TCU 

Virginia Tech 
Troy 
Tennessee 
Michigan 
Brigham Young 
Notre Dame 
Boise State 
East Carolina 
Syracuse 


SENIORS ONLY SCHOOL 
36. Jordan Shipley WR Texas 
37. Crezdon Butler CB Clemson 
38. Darrell Stuckey SS Kansas 
39. | Mike Johnson OG Alabama 
40. Kam Chancellor FS Virginia Tech 
41. Garrett Graham TE Wisconsin 
42. John Estes C Hawaii 
43. Myron Lewis CB Vanderbilt 
44. _ Eric Decker WR Minnesota 
45. Zane Beadles OT Utah 
46. Anthony McCoy TE Southern California 
47. Jermaine Cunningham DE Florida 
48. Stevenson Sylvester OLB Utah 
49. Sean Lee ILB Penn State 
50. Corey Wootton DE Northwestern 
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cheering for her Oklahoma Sooners. 
A senior marketing major, she “loves 
motivating, encouraging and spirit- 
ing” ... maybe this time for that elu- 
sive national title. 


MIND MADE UP 


Melissa, a sophomore from Coon 
Rapids (MN), hasn't made a final 
decision about her major. But, there 
are things she is sure about ... danc- 
ing, fishing, reading, biking — and 
cheering for the Minnesota Gophers. 
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GOLDEN FOR THE GOLD Bae 


It's the 50th anniversary of LSU's 
Golden Girls and Brittany is proud to 
be part of the tradition. A fan of yoga 
and dance, she came to Baton Rouge 
from of all places ... Starkville, 
Mississippi. 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN HIGH 


After graduation, Chelsea, a health 
and exercise science major, plans to 
be a trainer and open her own all- 
star cheerleading clinic. For now, the 
two-year Rams cheerleader is high 
on Colorado State. 
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Lindsey is a second-year member of 
the Golorado Express Dance Team. 
A native of Parker, the environmental 
studies and business major lists 
snowboarding among her favorite 
hobbies. 
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We'll tip our hat to Laurel, a junior 
radiological sciences major. A native 
of Morris, not farfrom the Birmingham 
campus, she is majorette captain for 
the UAB Marching Blazers. 


‘Cardinal Ladyb 
is a junior | 


Shaina came. to, Louisville from 
nearby. Floyds Knobs, Indiana, 
“A member of the award-winning 

Dance Team, she 
ajoring in exercise 
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The Louisville Cardinals’ all-girl 
cheerleading squad is the defending 
national champion. With Kelsey, 
a junior business major from Lexington 
as a member, is it any wonder? 


When the Georgia Redcoat 
Marching Band performs between 
the Hedges, Emily is there in the 
dance line. A member of the Dance 
Dawgs, the sophomore from 
Chatsworth majors in exercise and 
sports science. 


Kirsten is a four-year veteran of the 
Oregon cheerleading squad. An ele- 
mentary education major, she plans 
to attend graduate school and to 
teach special education. Her favorite 
hobby... “Dancing!” 


South Carolina's team hopes to 
move up to the top half of the SEC 


Eastern Division in 2009. Ashley, 
a senior cheerleader from Columbia, 
_ will be doing her part every game. 


Or 
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‘{- DOWN TO BUSINESS 


Heather, a senior business educa- 

Cheering the Kansas Jayhawks on _tion/math major, enjoys fishing and 

_ to victory is serious business for golf. And, the native of Ashdown 
' Allysa, a home-state native from really enjoys cheering for her home- 
_ Shawnee. A sophomore spirit squad = state © Arkansas _— Razorbacks. 
_ member, she majors in business. Soooeey! 
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REMEMBER ALAMO Ee 


Alamo, California can take pride in 
native daughter, Katie, a member of 
the UCLA Spirit Squad. She likes hip 
hop music, strawberry cheesecake 
ice cream, the Bruins, and her dog, 
Libby. 


ae =~ CHARMING CHANELLE 


They say the third time’s the charm. 
Must be true for Chanelle, the third- 
year dancer at Washington State. 
A junior from Richland, she hopes 
2009 is a charming season for her 
home-state Cougar football team. 


™ 


Fans in the desert are hoping their 
Arizona State. Sun Devils catch fire 
again this season. Christina, a mem- 
ber of the school’s dance team, will 
do all she can to make that happen. 


STRING MUSIC v 


You may have seen Sara tumbling 
down the end zone at the Alamo 
Bowl. Or maybe she was playing her 
violin. But, for sure you'll see the 
senior from Barrington (IL) on the 
elines cheering for Northwestern. 
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Save money. Live better. 
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at Clemson 

WAKE FOREST 
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NC STATE 

at Notre Dame 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
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at Florida State 
BOSTON COLLEGE 


at Florida State 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Virginia Tech 
OKLAHOMA 


FLORIDA A&M 
al UCF 
CLEMSON 

at Wake Forest 
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at North Carolina 
DUKE 

South Florida 


THE CITADEL 


FLORIDA STATE 
at Virginia Tech 
DUKE 

MIAMI 

at Boston College 


FLORIDA STATE 
at Duke 
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FRESNO STATE 
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ILLINOIS STATE 
at Ohio State 
PENN STATE 
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at Purdue 
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at Minnesota 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Cincinnati 
FRESNO STATE 
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EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Syracuse 
MINNESOTA 

at Purdue 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Michigan State 
INDIANA 

PENN STATE 


MINNESOTA 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
at Penn Stale 

IOWA 

at Michigan 


AKRON 
SYRACUSE 
TEMPLE 

IOWA 

at Iifnois 

EASTERN ILLINOIS 
MINNESOTA 

at Michigan 

at Northwestem 


BAYLOR 

al Nebraska 

at Texas A&M 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
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DUKE 

SOUTHERN MISS 

/OWA STATE 

at Colorado 
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at Texas Tech 
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at Texas 
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RICHMOND 

at Army 

at Kansas 

N.C. CENTRAL 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at NC State 
MARYLAND 

at Virginia 

at North Carolina 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Miami 

WAKE FOREST 


MIAMI 

JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at BYU 

SOUTH FLORIDA 

at Boston College 
GEORGIA TECH 


MURRAY STATE 
GARDNER-WEBB 
PITTSBURGH 

at Wake Forest 
DUKE 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
MARYLAND 
CLEMSON 

at Veginia Tech 
NORTH CAROLINA 


WILLIAM & MARY 
TCU 

at Southern Mississippi 
at Notth Carolina 


SOUTH FLORIDA 


INDIANA STATE 


SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
at Connecticut 

at Cincinnati 
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at West Virginia 
SYRACUSE 

at South Florida 
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at Virginia 
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at Northwestem 
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at Penn State 
PURDUE 
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at lowa State 
ARIZONA 
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MICHIGAN 

at Wisconsin 

al Michigan State 


FEERRLL LLL KS 


eon 


TOLEDO 

at Oregon 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
NOTRE DAME 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Minnesota 
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at Wisconsin 

at Michigan 
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at Oklahoma State 
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CLEMSON 
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at Florida State 
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LOUISIANA-MONROE 
at Wyoming 

TEXAS TECH 

UTEP 

COLORADO 

vs, Oiahoma (Dallas) 
at Missouri 

at Oklahoma State 
UCF 

at 

KANSAS 

at Texas A&M 
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NEW MEXICO 
UTAH STATE 

UAB 

vs, Arkansas (Arlington) 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Kansas State 

at Texas Tech 
OWA STATE 

at Colorado 

at Oklahoma 
BAYLOR 

TEXAS 


NORTH DAKOTA 
RICE 
at Texas 
at Houston 
NEW MEXICO 
KANSAS STATE 
at Nebraska 
TEXAS A&M 
KANSAS 
at Oklahoma Stale 
OKLAHOMA 

Nov, 28 vs. Baylor (Arlington) 


APPALACHIAN STATE 
at West Virginia 

at North Carolina 
UCF 

at Marshall 

at SMU 

RICE 

at Memphis 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Tulsa 

UAB 

SOUTHERN MISS 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
at Oklahoma State 
TEXAS TECH 

at UTEP 

at Mississippi Stale 
at Tulane 

SMU 

SOUTHERN MISS 
at Tulsa 

at UCF 
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SMU 
ar UTEP 


OLE MISS 

ai Middle Tennessee 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
MARSHALL 

at UC 

UTEP 

at Southem Miss 
EAST CAROLINA 

at Tennessee 

UAB 

at Houston 

at Tulsa 


at UAB 

at Texas Tech 
at Oklahoma State 
VANDERBILT 
TULSA 

NAVY. 

at East Carolina 
UCF 

at SMU 
TULANE 

UTEP 

at Houston 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN 
at UAB 

at Washington State 
at TCU 

EAST CAROLINA 
NAVY 

al Houston 

at Tulsa 

RICE 

UTEP 

at Marshall 
TULANE 


ALCORN STATE 
UCF 

VIRGINIA 

al Kansas 

al UAB 

at Louisville 
MEMPHIS 
TULANE 

at Houston 

at Marshal 
TULSA 
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TULSA 

BYU 

MeNEESE STATE 
at Army 
MARSHALL 
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at Southem Miss 
at LSU 

UTEP 

at Rice 


SAM HOUSTON STATE 
at Rice 
BOISE STATE 


MEMPHIS. 


RICE 

SMU 

at Troy 

at Texas A&M 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Ole Miss 

at Marshall 

at UTEP 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Memphis 

at East Carolina 
UCF 


SAMFORD 

at Southem Miss 
BUFFALO 

at East Carolina 
MEMPHIS 
MIAMI 

at Rice 
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at Texas 
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at Texas 
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at Memphis 
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at Tulane 
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at Eastern Michigan 
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BALL STATE 

at lowa State 

TULANE 

VANDERBILT 

at Temple 
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at Air Force 
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at North Texas 

vs, Navy (Philadelphia, Pa.) 


at Ohio State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Pittsburgh 
WESTERN KENTUCKY 
AIR FORCE 

at Rice 

at SMU 

WAKE FOREST 
TEMPLE 

at Notre Dame 
DELAWARE 

at Hawaii 


vs. Army Philadelphia, Pa.) 


NEVADA 

at Michigan 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 
WASHINGTON 
USC 

BOSTON COLLEGE 


vs, Washington State (San 
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NAVY 

at 

CONNECTICUT 

at Stanford 
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at Penn State 
MORGAN STATE 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
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at Georgia 
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at Washington State 
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WASHINGTON STATE 
at Anzona State 
OREGON STATE 
ARIZONA 

at Stanford 

at Washington 


at Boise State 
PURDUE 

UTAH 

CALIFORNIA 
WASHINGTON STATE 


ARIZONA STATE 
at Arizona 
OREGON STATE 


PORTLAND STATE 
at UNLV 
CINCINNATI 
ARIZONA 

at Anzona State 
STANFORD 

at USC 

UCLA 
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WASHINGTON 

at Washington State 
at Oregon 


al Washington State 
at Wake Forest 
SAN JOSE STATE 
WASHINGTON 
UCLA 

at Oregon State 

at Anzona 
ARIZONA STATE 
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at USC 
CALIFORNIA 
NOTRE DAME 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
al Tennessee 
KANSAS STATE 

at Stanford 
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CALIFORNIA 

at Arizona 

at Oregon State 
WASHINGTON 

at Washington State 
ARIZONA STATE 

at USC 


SAN JOSE STATE 

at Ohio State 

at Washington 
WASHINGTON STATE 
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at Notre Dame 
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LSU 

IDAHO 

usc 

at Stanford 

at Notre Dame 
ARIZONA 

al Arizona State 
OREGON 

at UCLA 

at Oregon State 
WASHINGTON STATE 


OREGON STATE 
at Washington 
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vs. Virgnia Tech (Atlanta) 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
NORTH TEXAS 
ARKANSAS 

at Kentucky 

at Ole Miss 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
TENNESSEE 

LSU 

at Mississippi State 
CHATTANOOGA 

at Aubun 


vs. Missouri State (Little Rock) 
GEORGIA 

at Alabama 

vs. Texas A&M (Arlington) 
AUBURN 

at Florida 

at Ole Miss 

EASTERN MICHIGAN 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

TROY 

vs. Mississippi St. (Littie Rock) 
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WEST VIRGINIA 
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LOUISVILLE 

FLORIDA 

ALABAMA 

at South Carolina 

at Aubum 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
EASTERN KENTUCKY 
at Vanderbilt 

at Georgia 
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at Washington 
VANDERBILT 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
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AUBURN 

TULANE 
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rom deep in the heart of Texas to the 
Amazon jungle of Peru, Colt McCoy is on 
a mission. 


He swats mosquitoes, swelters in three-digit 
heat, eats copious amounts of rice — throws a 
football by day — and teaches the Bible by 
night to children who live in the rainforest 
along the Amazon River. 

Exchanging spring break free time, McCoy 
made the mission trip in March to “give back.” 

“T have all the intentions in the world to give 
back in some way. God has blessed me and given 
me an opportunity to have success. God chal- 
lenges us to be a servant. The more you can be a 
servant, the greater relationships you can have,” 
said McCoy, University of Texas senior quarter- 
back and 2008 Heisman Trophy nunner-up. 

After going to Peru over spring break in 2008, 
McCoy called the experience “eye-opening.” 

“These kids have nothing. They may show up 
with shorts, no shirts and no shoes but when 
you look at them, you see the smile on their 
faces. They are so thankful for less. 

“You get so much from doing that. 
You learn to be thankful and never 
take things for granted.” 

McCoy gets something else 
from the children at the 
Christian sports camp: ques- 


can about 
you,” he said. 

They are not 
alone. 

During the 2009 sea- 
son, NFL gurus will scrutinize 
McCoy's fifth year as the 
Longhorns’ quarterback. McCoy's 
goal is to utilize the success he's ' 
achieved to springboard to the NFL. N 

“Tm a big-time competitor. 
When I first came, my ultimate 
goal was to win and do the best 
I could. I love to be successful,” 
said McCoy, the three-time UT 
MVP and the nation’s only 
returning quarterback who 
passed for more than 3,500 
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yards (3,859) and nished for a minimum of 500 
yards (561) in 2008. 

Texas receiver Jordan Shipley, McCoy’s 
roommate, was a favored target. (McCoy's 
father, Brad McCoy, was the roommate of 
Jordan's father, Bob Shipley, at Abilene 
Christian). 

“On the field, Colt sets a great example 
with how hard he works and plays. He's always 
working to make himself a better player and 
encouraging everyone else to do the same. He 
is always willing to help the younger guys get 
better. He's a great leader for us.” 

McCoy's leadership while at Jim Ned High 
School in Tuscola, Texas, about 10 miles south 
of Abilene, caught the eye of Texas head coach 
Mack Brown. 

“One of the greatest attributes we saw in 
Colt when we were recruiting him was his 
leadership and the fact that he was a winner 
in everything he did,” said Brown. 

McCoy led his high school team, coached by 
his father, to a 34-2 record and was all-state 
in class 2A while passing for 9,344 career 
yards and 116 touchdowns. 

Brown was also impressed with 
McCoy's high school GPA. 
“Colt is a terrific young man who is 
a great student and athlete and a 
tremendous leader for our program 
a) and in the Austin community.” 
After Texas’ 24-21 victory over 
Ohio State in the Fiesta Bowl 
last season, McCoy took the 
offensive MVP trophy and 
proclaimed, “I want to 
thank my Lord and savior 
Jesus Christ!” 

On McCoy's bedside table 
is a pocket cross, given to 
him anonymously. 

Tt movitates his 
thankfulness to God he 
said. 

“The cross gave us 
life,” said McCoy, who 
accepted Christ as his 
personal savior when he 
—wWy 
was 14, 

— He grew up at 
—_— Oldham Lane Church of 
Christ in Abilene, an 
active member of the 

youth group. His 
uncle, Michael 
McCoy, was his 


Mile, 


youth minister. 

Along, with the spiritual influence from his 
father and mother (Debra) and uncle, he was 
guided by his grandparents, Burl and Jan McCoy. 

They go to Zambia on medical mission trips, 
volunteering to help physicians. McCoy has also 
thought about going to Africa on a mission trip. 

McCoy, who attends Westover Hills Church 
in Austin, does mission work at home. 

Named to the Big 12 Good Works Team in 
2007, McCoy visits at Austin’s Children's 
Hospital, mentors at elementary and middle 
schools and is active in the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

“T grew up in the church. Your faith can 
only be determined by you,” he said. 

He lives by his favorite verse, Colossians 3:23: 
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 
as working for the Lord, not for men.” 

McCoy's purpose in life is found through his 
faith he said. 

“Jesus means everything; that is why I am 
here, Without Him, nothing is possible. 

“The way you live your life, people can fig- 
ure out who you serve. I strive to be a ser- 
vant, to be a leader. I am not ashamed.” 

Said Shipley, “Colt’s faith is evident in 
everything he does. He's not only a guy who 
talks about it, but he lives and shares it with 
others. Whenever we have the chance, we will 
go out and visit with kids and church groups 
around the state to share our faith.” 

His ears and character are his strengths. 

“Tam a pretty good listener,” said McCoy. 

“A personal relationship with Christ breaks 
down to the small things, the way you live 
your life, the way you handle yourself when 
nobody is around. That is the ultimate; that is 
your character. One way to havea great rela- 
Honship with Christ is to pray. 

“It's a challenge every day to be strong, to 
be a servant, to be committed to something, 
to understand the path is not easy and not 
well-traveled.” 

McCoy prioritizes the study of the Bible 
and prayer time. He also understands the rig- 
ors of the national spotlight. 

“Over time, I really have grown a lot. 

T understand the ups and downs, the highs and 
lows. You have to be able to stay somewhere in 
the middle. That's the biggest challenge for me. 
Your faith constantly guides you. You have to 
be strong to live life to the fullest and to be 
content with anything that goes on,” he said. 

McCoy excells academicily. A sports manage- 
ment major with a GPA better than 3.0, he has 
been a first-team Academic All-Big 12 three 
times. He plans to graduate in December. 

While most of the fan mail McCoy receives 
about being an outspoken Christian is posi- 
tive, some is negative. 

“A lot of people challenge it,” he said. 
“They ask me not to do it. I'm here for a rea- 
son. I understand God has blessed me. I'm try- 
ing to enjoy it.” 
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Rivals.com 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, OL-7, DE-3, DT-3, LB-4, DB- 2 

THE BUZZ: Last year, Nick Saban signaled things were moving in the 
right direction in Tuscaloosa by bringing in the top-ranked recruiting class in the 
nation. After getting the Tide into a BCS bowl game, he followed that up with the 
top class in the nation again. 

The talent Saban and his staff are bringing in to Alabama is staggering. 
Offensive lineman D.J. Fluker, linebacker Nico Johnson, defensive back Dre 
Kirkpatrick and running back Trent Richardson are five-star prospects who- 
should make an early impact. 

Alabama signed the top seven prospects in its state, making things difficult 
for Auburn. Saban and his staff also did an excellent job in Louisiana by signing 
guys such as defensive tackle Darrington Sentimore, running back Eddie Lacy 
and wide receiver Kenny Bell, who was committed to LSU at one point. The 
Tide also signed prospects from South Carolina, Ohio, Mississippi, Georgia and 
Florida. 

Richardson, from Pensacola (Fla.) Escambia, was a particularly big get. 
Many were surprised when he committed to Alabama in June 2008, and the Tide 
held off plenty of competitors down the stretch — including LSU. 

Julio Jones should have plenty of help this fall, as four-star wide receivers 
Michael Bowman, Kendall Kelly and Kevin Norwood, in addition to Bell, are 
potential early contributors. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-2, RB-2, WR-1, OL-4, DE-3, DT-3, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2, K-1 

THE BUZZ: The battle for the top class in the nation went right down to 
the wire between Alabama and LSU, but in the end, LSU still has to be happy 
with how things finished. 

The Tigers signed 24 prospects, half of whom hail from Louisiana. Not 
surprisingly, LSU just about had its pick of the top in-state talent. Perhaps more 
important was LSU's ability to reach into Texas and sign quarterback Russell 
Shepard and safety Craig Loston. Both are five-star prospects. Shepard did a 
lot of recruiting work and should have plenty of chemistry with the other players 
on the team as an early enrollee. 

Defensive tackle Chris Davenport is a load, and he’s joined on the inside 
by Josh Downs and Akiem Hicks, giving LSU one of the top hauls at the 
position in the nation. It was looking as if it might be a disappointing year at 
defensive end in spite of the commitment of Michael Brockers until the Tigers 
got good news from Sam Montgomery. 

Wide receiver Rueben Randle is arguably the jewel of this class. He was 
ranked as the No. 2 overall prospect in the nation and had offers from just 
about everyone. His decision came down to the wire, and he chose LSU over 
Alabama. That was huge because LSU missed out on several of its other top 
targets at the position. 


sey Ohio State 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-3, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DE-2, DT-2, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-2 

THE BUZZ: While the Buckeyes have a bit of a black eye from losses in 
big games in recent seasons, they continue to get the job done on the recruiting 
trail. This year, they brought in an excellent class, headlined by tremendous 
defensive talent. As usual, they cleaned up in their home state, signing 14 of the 
best Ohio had to offer in the Class of 2009. 

Perhaps more impressive was the work the Buckeyes did with two 
prospects from Monroeville, Pa. Five-star linebacker Dorian Bell and five-star 
cornerback Corey Brown each had offers from just about every program in the 
nation, but both made early commitments to Ohio State and held firm to their 
decisions. Each has great speed, which is exactly what the Buckeyes are look- 
ing for. Brown will be joined by plenty more talent in the secondary. C.J. Barnett, 
Dominic Clarke and Jamie Wood are four-star prospects who should help to 
keep alive Ohio State's tradition of putting defensive backs into the NFL. 

Ohio State also had a lot of success at wide receiver. Duron Carter, Chris 


Fields and James Jackson hail from Florida, Ohio and Michigan, respectively. 
Running back Jaamal Berry of Miami could be the future at that position if he 
gets off to a fast start once he arrives on campus. 
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THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, OL-2, DE-3, DT-1, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-2, K-1 

THE BUZZ: It should tell you everything you need to know when USC 
has the No. 4 class in the nation despite signing just 18 players. Once again, 
the Trojans loaded up with high-quality prospects. More than half the class is 
composed of California prospects, but USC also reached into Arizona, Hawaii, 
Georgia, Florida, Utah and Nevada in putting this class together. 

The top prospect is Santa Ana (Calif.) Mater Dei quarterback Matt Barkley, 
a 6-3, 226-pounder who has “NFL” written all over him. He has incredible arm 
strength and the ability to avoid pressure. Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure athlete 
Patrick Hall committed a year before signing day and didn’t look back. He’s one 
of the fastest prospects in the nation and has game-breaking potential. Defensive 
end Devon Kennard was the No. 1 overall prospect in Arizona. Five-star safety 
T.J. McDonald is a ballhawk. 

Because of the limitations on the size of this class, no position got a huge 
influx in the number of players. There are four defensive backs, including four- 
star prospects Torin Harris, Byron Moore and Jawanza Starling, in addition to 
McDonald, so that may be where the spotlight shines when the class arrives. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, WR-1, TE-2, OL-4, DE-4, DT-2, LB-2, DB-3, ATH-1 

THE BUZZ: All but one of Texas’ 20 signees comes from the Lone Star 
State, and once again, nearly all of them committed to the Longhorns early in the 
process. The Longhorns signed five of the top 10 prospects in the state. 

Quarterback Garrett Gilbert should be a great fit in Greg Davis’ offense and 
checks in as the No. 18 overall prospect in the nation. His left tackle of the future 
could be Wolfforth (Texas) Frenship prospect Mason Walters, a 6-6, 290-pound- 
er with good upper body strength and the ability to move his feet. Defensive 
end Alex Okafor has great athleticism and a huge upside. Okafor needs to get 
stronger in the weight room before he’s ready to be a big-time contributor, but 
he has the needed talent. He'll be joined on the line by four-star tackle Calvin 
Howell, who is one of the best athletes you'll find at that position. 

Gilbert is the only quarterback and four-star prospect Greg Timmons is the 
only receiver, so those positions will be a focus in the next recruiting cycle. Four 
offensive linemen and four defensive ends give those positions nice boosts, and 
four-star defensive backs Eryon Barnett, Marcus Davis and Kenny Vaccaro 
should patrol the secondary for years to come. They're huge additions, consider- 
ing the pass-happy offenses of the Big 12. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-2, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-4, DE-1, DT-2, LB-2, DB-3 

THE BUZZ: While Georgia would have loved to have gotten more help 
at defensive end, all in all it was another excellent class for Mark Richt. That has 
become commonplace in Athens. Ten in-state recruits highlight the Bulldogs’ 
class, but they also had success in Florida, Tennessee and elsewhere. 

Much of the buzz regarding the recruiting class centered on quarterbacks 
Aaron Murray and Zach Mettenberger. Mettenberger is the more prototypical 
passer at 6-5 and 229 pounds. Murray is just 6-1, but he has a cannon for an 
arm, Murray's high school teammate from Tampa (Fla.) Plant, wide receiver 
Orson Charles, was a huge post-National Signing Day addition for the Bulldogs, 
and he has excellent hands. Marlon Brown is another big-time receiver at 6-5, 
205 pounds. He was the No. 1 prospect in Tennessee and the No. 5 receiver in 
the nation. Chris Burnette could be the next great offensive lineman to play for 
Georgia. Atlanta Washington cornerback Branden Smith turned down several 
other elite programs to stay in-state. 

This class is good enough to rank third in the SEC, but would have been 
the best in several other leagues. Georgia will look to add depth and talent to the 
defensive line in the next class. 
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7 Florida State 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DE-2, DT-1, LB-1, DB-4, 
ATH-1, K-1 

THE BUZZ: While the Seminoles have not been able to match the suc- 
cess they had in the ‘90s, they're proving they can still go out and recruit with the 
best of them. Thirteen signees hail from the Sunshine State, and four are from 
Tallahassee. Several other states provided talent to the 'Noles, as the staff tried 
to expand the reach of the program. 

Defensive tackle Jacobbi McDaniel may be Florida State’s top incoming 
freshman. McDaniel may be a bit undersized (6-0/267), but he has excellent 
strength and explosiveness and is one of the best interior pass rushers you'll 
find. Valdosta (Ga.) Lowndes cornerback Greg Reid was a huge addition. Reid 
chose Florida State in early February, a nice late boost to the class. Reid was the 
No. 1 prospect in Georgia and is phenomenal in coverage. Athlete Willie Downs 
committed extremely early in the process and stuck with FSU throughout. His 
position has yet to be determined, but he has a good combination of explosive- 
ness and speed. 

Florida State's performance on the field has not matched its recruiting suc- 
cesses in recent seasons, but there are signs of improvement the staff can point 
to now. The Seminoles appear poised for another strong haul in 2010. 


Ss 
aN, 
THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, OL-3, DE-2, DT-1, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-3, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Despite disappointing on-field results, Rich Rodriguez did 
an excellent job of convincing high school recruits that brighter days are ahead. 
The Wolverines signed 22 prospects, with 18 from outside the state of Michigan. 
Of those in-state prospects, three hail from Detroit. In perhaps a sign of things to 
come, seven Floridians signed with Michigan. 

Five-star defensive tackle William Campbell clearly is the best of this 
bunch. Campbell, one of those from Detroit, has excellent strength and is bet- 
ter against the run than any tackle in this class. Massillon (Ohio) Washington 
safety Justin Turner has excellent coverage skills and a knack for picking off 
passes. He could be a big corner instead of a safety. San Diego Scripps Ranch 
quarterback Tate Forcier is a dual threat, and he enrolled early. Wide receiver 
Je’Ron Stokes and athlete Jeremy Gallon look to be the kind of playmakers the 
Wolverines need. 

While Michigan landed three running backs — Fitzgerald Toussaint, 
Vincent Smith and Teric Jones — none appears to be elite. There's a ton of 
talent coming in at wide receiver and on the offensive line, though, and several 
prospects are entering with the ability to contribute at multiple positions. 


Michigan 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, TE-1, OL-4, DE-1, DT-1, LB-4, DB-6, 
ATH-5, K-1 

THE BUZZ: After putting together their best season since 2001, the Tar 
Heels followed that up with their best recruiting class under Butch Davis. North 
Carolina signed 29 prospects for a program that is undeniably on the rise. 

Quarterback Bryn Renner saw his stock rise quite a bit as the recruiting 
process moved along, and he competed well against some of the other top 
quarterbacks at combines. Though the Heels will be losing Hakeem Nicks, 
four-star wide receivers Joshua Adams and Jheranie Boyd figure to make that 
loss a little easier to overcome. Boyd is an in-state prospect who was the No. 3 
receiver in the nation. The headliner of this class is defensive end Donte Moss, 
who will arrive in Chapel Hill with more expectations than any UNC defensive 
end since Julius Peppers. Moss should be an instant boost to an already young 
and talented line. Defensive tackle Jared McAdoo has a knack for getting to the 
quarterback. 

It will be interesting to see what happens with four-star athlete Donavan 
Tate, who also is an excellent baseball prospect. Many believe it’s unlikely he will 
play college football. 

About half of the Heels’ class is made up of in-state recruits. Davis wants to 
keep the top talent at home as well as sell the program to a few high-quality out- 
of-state prospects each year. He appears to be doing an excellent job of that. 
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THE PARTICULARS: RB-3, WR-3, OL-2, DE-1, DT-1, LB-5, DB-4, ATH-2 

THE BUZZ: Many wonder how new coach Lane Kiffin will fare, but he 
has gone a long way toward silencing anyone who doubts his prowess as a 
recruiter. Some excellent work by the new Tennessee staff ensured that the Vols 
would be near the top of the SEC team rankings. 

Any examination of this class has to start with post-National Signing Day 
additions at running back in Bryce Brown and David Oku. Brown, the nation’s 
No. 1 prospect, looks to be the kind of back Kiffin can build his program around 
in the future. Oku provides the Vols with an electrifying playmaker. Wide receiver 
Nu’Keese Richardson is undersized (5-8/151), but he can be extremely difficult 
to bring down in the open field. Corerback Janzen Jackson was committed to 
LSU for quite some time, but in the end Kiffin was able to persuade him to head 
to Knoxville. Jackson is the No. 2 cornerback in the nation. 

While this is an extremely impressive haul for Tennessee, particularly 
considering the circumstances, it's clear there are positions to address in the 
next class — particularly at quarterback and along the defensive line. That said, 
Kiffin went a long way toward attaining a degree of respectability for the program 
with his recruiting. It won't be long before folks see whether that translates into 
success on the field. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DE-1, DT-2, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-1 

THE BUZZ: How does a class with just 16 signees end up as the No. 11 
group in the nation? A quick look at the quality of this group makes that easy to 
understand. Just four prospects are ranked lower than four stars. Perhaps sur- 
prisingly to some, the Gators signed just eight prospects from Florida this year. 
All of their success under Urban Meyer has translated into more national respect 
for their program, so the Gators were able to add signees from South Carolina, 
New Jersey, North Carolina, Maryland, Indiana and Connecticut. 

Olney (Md.) Our Lady of Good Counsel linebacker Jelani Jenkins looks 
to be the top prospect in this class. He did not commit until National Signing 
Day, and he provides a huge boost to the Gators at the position. Jenkins is the 
No. 10 prospect nationally. He's joined at linebacker by four-star prospect Jon 
Bostic, who was ranked 64th nationally and already is enrolled. Quincy (Fla.) 
West Gadsden defensive tackle Gary Brown is a physical specimen, running the 
40-yard dash in 4.67 seconds at 275 pounds. The recruitment of wide receiver 
Andre Debose was a roller-coaster ride and ended in early January on national 
television. He is the No. 2 wide receiver nationally and the No. 21 prospect 
overall. Offensive tackle Xavier Nixon of Fayetteville (N.C.) Jack Britt is one of 
the most athletic linemen in the nation. 

With two national championships in three years, Florida has cemented itself 
as the hottest program in the nation. That extends to the recruiting trail. Expect a 
bigger class next year, which should translate into a high ranking, possibly No. 1. 


& 12 South Carolina 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-5, TE-1, OL-3, DE-5, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-4 

THE BUZZ: Steve Spurrier steadily has improved the Gamecocks’ talent 
pool. The Class of 2009 should continue that trend, as there’s plenty of game- 
breaking talent on both sides of the ball. The Gamecocks signed six prospects 
from Florida, seven from Georgia (including four from Georgia Military College) 
and 11 from their home state. 

St. Matthews (S.C.) Calhoun County wide receiver Alshon Jeffery commit- 
ted to USC early in the recruiting process, only to switch to South Carolina on 
National Signing Day. He is part of a talented group of skill-position players who 
Spurrier can incorporate into his offense. Rock Hill (S.C.) South Pointe athlete 
Stephon Gilmore could play a variety of positions, as could athlete Damario 
Jeffery from Columbia, S.C. And Tampa (Fla.) Gaither all-purpose back Jarvis 
Giles is great with the ball in his hands and can be tough to bring down when he 
gets outside. 

The Gamecocks will get a significant boost from the prep school ranks on 
defense, led by outside linebacker Tony Straughter and defensive ends Leon 
Mackey and Chaz Sutton. 

This is one of the top classes the Gamecocks have pulled in, and there's 
talent at almost every position. Five wide receivers should give the offense a 
boost, while five defensive ends and five linebackers should provide plenty of 
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competition on the other side of the ball. There also are some athletes whose 
positions have yet to be determined. 
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THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DE-3, DT-1, LB-4, DB-5, ATH-1 

THE BUZZ: As is typically the case, Oklahoma did most of its damage 
in its region, though the Sooners did branch out to states such as Pennsylvania 
and Mississippi. The Sooners signed 23 prospects, 11 from Texas. They signed 
five in-state prospects, as well as three from Kansas. 

Lufkin (Texas) High defensive tackle Jamarkus McFarland arguably is 
the best of this bunch. He moves well and was the No. 7 prospect in Texas. 
Cornerback Gabe Lynn of Jenks (Okla.) High was No. 43 nationally, and No. 44 
was Dewar (Okla.) High linebacker Ronnell Lewis. Las Vegas Bishop Gorman 
defensive end Justin Chaisson has plenty of upside. 

This is a fairly typical class for the Sooners under Bob Stoops — bal- 
anced, deep and talented. The four offensive linemen heading to Oklahoma are 
felatively unheralded, but the staff saw things they liked. The defensive backs 
unquestionably are the jewels of this class. 


i \* ns OCCA eT 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, OL-6, DE-2, LB-4, DB-4, ATH-4 

THE BUZZ: UCLA knew they were getting an excellent recruiter when 
they hired Rick Neuheisel, and he came through in his first full recruiting “sea- 
son” for the Bruins. UCLA signed 24, with all but six from California — two from 
Hawaii and one each from Nevada, Texas, Utah and Virginia. 

The Bruins got some help at quarterback in Richard Brehaut, the No. 6 
pro-style quarterback in the nation. Brehaut enrolled early and should compete 
for playing time immediately. Provo (Utah) Timpview offensive tackle Xavier 
Su’a Filo was a huge National Signing Day addition; he chose the Bruins over 
USC, LSU, BYU and others. Wide receiver Morrell Presley, cornerback Marlon 
Pollard and athlete Randall Carroll are talented in-state skill-position prospects 
who instantly boost the athleticism of the roster. Guard Stanley Hasiak was the 
No. 2 prospect in Hawaii. 

UCLA hopes it found its quarterback of the future in Brehaut, and the Bruins 
also gave him a couple of pass-catching targets. The offensive line got a huge 
injection of talent with six incoming prospects, while four linebackers and four 
defensive backs should have an early impact on the defense. 


BE Miami 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-2, TE-3, OL-4, DE-3, DT-2, DB-1, ATH-4 

THE BUZZ: Randy Shannon has pulled in another impressive class. 

Of Miami's 19 signees, 11 are in-state prospects. It truly was a national recruit- 
ing effort, though, as the Canes signed prospects from Texas, North Carolina, 
Idaho, Georgia and Delaware. 

Sanford (Fla.) Seminole athlete Ray Ray Armstrong is the headliner. He 
saw his stock rise dramatically as the recruiting process moved along, and he 
has the potential to star at any number of positions early in his college career. 
Armstrong was the No. 1 athlete in the nation and the No. 13 overall prospect. 
His high school teammate, defensive end Dyron Dye, is another big-time 
playmaker who should compete for playing time once he hits the weight room. 
Miami Killian running back Lamar Miller has the makings of a big-time player. 
New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy guard Brandon Washington, a Miami native, 
was the No. 2 prep school prospect in the nation, and Brandon McGee was one 
of the nation’s top cornerbacks. 

It was a productive class for the Hurricanes, though not a large one. They 
should get instant help at running back, tight end, defensive end and along the 
offensive line, and there are several athletes who could be shuffled around by 
the coaching staff. 

Losing five-star running back Bryce Brown to Tennessee was a big blow, 
but not as devastating as it could have been because Miller and Mike James are 
impressive backs. 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-6, DE-2, DT-4, LB-1, DB-6, ATH-6, K-1 
THE BUZZ: Bobby Petrino and his staff signed 31 players, making it 
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clear Arkansas will be a force on the recruiting scene in the SEC West. Because 
the state of Arkansas does not produce as much talent as most other SEC states, 
the Hogs had to travel a bit to find what they wanted. They looked to the Califor- 
nia junior college ranks, as well as to Florida, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas. 

The top signee is West Helena (Ark.) Central cornerback Darius Winston, 
who has the size (6-0/180) and speed to be an instant contributor. The consensus 
top prospect in the state, Winston intercepted eight passes as a senior. He's joined 
in the secondary by four-star junior college cornerback Rudell Crim and four-star 
junior college safety Anthony Leon. Athlete Ronnie Wingo Jr. was the No. 2 pros- 
pect in Missouri and runs well for someone who's 212 pounds. Knile Davis hopes 
to continue Arkansas’ recent history of producing big-time running backs. 

Recent coaching changes created an arms race in the SEC West, and this 
recruiting class puts the program on good footing. In all, there are 12 linemen 
coming in, if you count guys on both sides of the ball. 


eS 17) Michigan State 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DE-2, LB-5, DB-1, ATH-1, K-1 

THE BUZZ: The Spartans followed up a trip to a New Year's Day bowl 
with an impressive recruiting class that puts their program on solid ground for the 
foreseeable future. They did it by signing three of the top four and eight of the top 
11 prospects in Michigan. The Spartans had some success outside the state as 
well, going into Florida and Ohio for some top players. 

Quarterback Andrew Maxwell, from Midland (Mich.) High, may be the 
centerpiece of this class because of the role he should have in the program 
in the coming years. He passed for 41 touchdowns in his final two seasons of 
high school ball. He'll likely be joined in the backfield by Oak Park (Mich.) High 
running back Edwin Baker, who has a nice combination of size and speed, and 
Battle Creek (Mich.) High running back Larry Caper, who also has the ability to 
get to the outside. Dion Sims is an impressive prospect and, for a tight end, is 
electric in the open field. He’s the fastest prospect at his position in the nation. 
Offensive tackle David Barrent was a big commitment because he was the 
No. 1 prospect in lowa. On defense, the class is headlined by four-star lineback- 
ers Chris Norman and Jeremy Gainer. Both were among the top 10 prospects 
in Michigan. 

The Class of 2009 was balanced for the Spartans, so there is plenty of room 
for optimism. Maxwell is the kind of quarterback who can lead a program, and he 
will have the benefit of five talented offensive linemen coming in to protect him. 
There's a lot of offensive skill-position talent, and five impressive linebackers 
mean the defense should be formidable. 


+. a 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-5, WR-4, TE-1, OL-5, DE-4, DT-2, LB-5, DB-6, 
ATH-2, K-2 

THE BUZZ: Ed Orgeron certainly left a lot of talent behind for new coach 
Houston Nutt, and Nutt put that talent to good use last season, earning a victory 
in the Cotton Bowl over favored Texas Tech. Nutt then did a great job of reloading 
for the future. Ole Miss brought in 37 signees this year, meaning Rebels coaches 
will be a bit more selective in the next recruiting cycles. Along with quantity, 
there’s a high level of quality in this group. 

The biggest recruiting coup for the Rebels was prep school offensive tackle 
Bobbie Massie. Massie is college-ready and should be prepared to earn a 
Starting role early in his career in Oxford. Macon (Miss.) Noxubee County wide 
receiver Patrick Patterson has an intriguing blend of size and speed, but what's 
best about him are his hands. He catches absolutely everything thrown in his 
direction. Four-star running backs Darius Barksdale and Rodney Scott should 
figure into the depth chart early. Fort Meade (Md.) High dual-threat quarterback 
Raymond Cotton committed to Auburn early in the recruiting process, but ended 
up signing with Ole Miss. 

Five running backs and four wide receivers means there will be plenty of 
competition at the skill positions. Massie looks like an immediate contributor on 
the offensive line, and there is plenty of talent coming in across the board on 
defense. Two kickers hope to earn early playing time as well. 


AT 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-3, RB-4, WR-4, TE-1, OL-2, DE-1, DT-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2 
THE BUZZ: It's tough to believe this Auburn class is ranked ninth among 
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SEC schools, but that says more about how the conference fared on the recruit- 
ing trail than anything. With archrival Alabama scooping up most of the top talent 
in the state, the Tigers looked elsewhere, particularly to Georgia, Mississippi and 
Texas — though there were some nice in-state signings. 

All-purpose back Onterio McCalebb may be the most talented prospect in 
this class. He's joined at running back by Dontae Aycock, who rushed for 28 
touchdowns at Tampa (Fla.) Chamberlain as a quarterback. Though the Tigers 
lost one dual-threat quarterback in Raymond Cotton, who signed with Ole Miss, 
they gained another in Tyrik Rollison. Four-star wide receiver DeAngelo Benton 
appeared ready to head to LSU, but he gave Auburn a big boost on National 
Signing Day. Four-star cornerbacks Taikwon Paige and Reggie Taylor head to 
Auburn from Georgia, and both should help continue the Tigers’ trend of produc- 
ing quality defensive backs. 

In all, Auburn signed 28 prospects. That's a nice number considering the 
Tigers had a coaching change. They also had to deal with several other SEC 
schools putting together monster classes. Auburn has plenty of talent at running 
back, wide receiver, defensive tackle and linebacker in this class. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-2, RB-2, WR-3, TE-4, OL-2, DE-4, DT-1, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-1 

THE BUZZ: Jim Harbaugh put together one of the most surprising recruit- 
ing classes in the nation this year, and the Cardinal already have created a bit of 
a buzz among prospects in the Class of 2010. Of the incoming freshman, eight 
of the 22 are from California, and others are from Washington, New York, Texas 
and Wisconsin. 

Upland (Calif.) High quarterback Josh Nunes is the No. 13 drop-back 
passer in the nation. Four-star receivers Jemari Roberts and Jamal-Rashad 
Patterson should be excellent targets for Nunes. Four-star running back Stepfan 
Taylor is a load who rushed for 2,463 yards and 33 touchdowns as a senior. San 
Diego Cathedral Catholic fullback Tyler Gaffney will help pave the way for Taylor 
and others. 

The Cardinal looked East for some of their top defensive talent. Four-star 
linebacker Shayne Skov is as physical as they come, and defensive tackle 
Terrence Stephens should be ready to make an early impact. 

Perhaps more impressive than Stanford's ranking is that the Cardinal signed 
just 22 prospects, meaning the quality of the recruits is high. There’s a ton of 
offensive skill-position talent, and four defensive ends provide the position with 
plenty of depth for the future. 


IND 24 Notre Dame 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-2, WR-2, TE-2, OL-4, DT-1, LB-4, ATH-1, K-2 

THE BUZZ: The Irish signed just 18 prospects. As usual, it was a national 
recruiting effort, with prospects coming to South Bend from every part of the 
country. 

Irish fans received excellent news on National Signing Day when five-star 
Hawaii linebacker Manti Te’o decided to attend Notre Dame; many believed he 
was headed to USC. Te'o should provide instant help against the run and should 
be a force in the middle of the defense. Four-star linebacker Zeke Motta of Vero 
Beach (Fla.) High is another big-time playmaker who has excellent instincts. On 
the other side of the ball, Glen Ellyn (Ill.) Glenbard West guard Chris Watt was 
the No. 2 prospect at his position in the nation, and Oxnard (Calif.) Santa Clara 
running back Cierre Wood was the No. 8 running back. 

While this class was small, the quality was high. The offensive line will 
receive a big boost with four incoming prospects, and four linebackers should 
contribute immediately upon their arrival in South Bend. 


PARTIED] Texos ag 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DE-2, DT-1, LB-6, DB-6, ATH-3, K-1 
THE BUZZ: Mike Sherman and his staff signed 28 prospects, with 24 of 
them from Texas. That obviously will continue to be a trend, and the staff hopes 
they're able to beat out the Longhorns for more prospects as they improve on 
the field. 
The headliner is five-star Beaumont (Texas) West Brook running back 
Christine Michael, the No. 3 running back in the nation. Four-star wide receiver 
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Uzoma Nwachukwu has a lot of speed and also is stronger than most prospects at 
his position. Reserve (La.) East St. John offensive lineman Patrick Lewis may be 
the best of the out-of-state prospects. Four-star linebacker Jonathan Stewart also 
hails from Louisiana. Junior college cornerback Coryell Judie likely will receive a 
trial by fire in the pass-happy Big 12. 

Aggies fans are hoping Michael can be the guy the offense is built around in 
the coming years. Several offensive linemen are coming in to pave the way, but 
there's plenty of reasons to be excited about the defensive talent in this class. In 
all, 12 prospects are coming in to play in the back seven. 


THE PARTICULARS: RB-3, WR-1, TE-1, OL-2, DE-3, DT-2, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-3, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Virginia Tech followed up its ACC title and Orange Bowl victory 
over Cincinnati with one of the league's best recruiting classes. That's something 
Hokies fans have become accustomed to under Frank Beamer. Of Tech's 22 
signees, 17 are from Virginia. 

Lynchburg (Va.) Brookville tight end Logan Thomas appears to be the most 
impressive prospect. Thomas, the nation’s top-ranked tight end, has speed in the 
open field and is tough to bring down with just one man. Danville (Va.) George 
Washington running back David Wilson is one of the best home-run threats in the 
nation, and four-star wide receiver D.J. Coles is a huge target at 6-4, 200 pounds. 
Four-star cornerbacks Jayron Hosley and Jerrodd Williams should continue 
Virginia Tech's tradition of producing excellent defensive backs. 

Three running backs will look to bolster the Hokies’ ground game, but most of 
the staff's work in this class was done on defense, giving coordinator Bud Foster 
plenty to work with for years to come. Five defensive linemen, along with the two 
comers, help make this class one of the ACC’s best. 


2. 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-1, WR-4, OL-7, DE-2, DT-1, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2, K-1 

THE BUZZ: Once again, Penn State took some of the top talent from vari- 
ous states along the Eastern Seaboard. The 27 incoming freshmen make up the 
fourth-best class in the Big Ten. 

Four-star offensive tackle Eric Shrive probably is the best of the bunch. He is 
the No. 11 tackle in the nation and turned down the likes of Notre Dame and Ohio 
State to head to Happy Valley. Dual-threat Kevin Newsome is exactly the kind of 
quarterback who has made Penn State dangerous in recent years. He not only has 
a nice arm, but also can beat defenses with his legs. Manahawkin (N.J.) Southern 
Regional linebacker Glenn Carson could be an early contributor, as could fellow 
Jersey linebacker Gerald Hodges, who decommitted from Rutgers. Darrell Givens 
and Derrick Thomas are two four-star corners out of Maryland who were highly 
recruited. Keep an eye on Anthony Fera, the nation’s No. 2 kicker. 

This class might not receive the same type of rave reviews as Michigan's or 
Ohio State's haul, but there’s good balance and a lot of athleticism. Four receivers, 
seven offensive linemen and six defensive backs tell you about the areas of focus, 
but getting a marquee quarterback after two years without one was huge. 


CHIE 25 | Mississippi State 


THE PARTICULARS: QB-1, RB-3, WR-9, OL-2, DE-3, DT-1, LB-2, DB-4, K-2 

THE BUZZ: A year ago, it appeared as if Sylvester Croom was solidifying 
his future as the coach in Starkville. But the Bulldogs regressed, Croom was fired 
and school officials turned to Florida offensive coordinator Dan Mullen to turn 
around the program. This class is made up of 27 prospects, including six of the top 
10 in Mississippi. 

Junior college defensive end Pernell McPhee is an SEC-ready player and is 
the No. 3 JC prospect in the nation. Fellow defensive end Fletcher Cox is another 
physical specimen, and defensive tackle Josh Boyd turned down offers from 
Florida State, Tennessee and Miami to play in Starkville. He's one of the best pass- 
rushing tackles in America. Offensively, keep an eye on quarterback Tyler Russell, 
who has a good arm and should be a good fit in Mullen’s offense. Four-star wide 
receiver Chad Bumphis is excellent after the catch and should have plenty of op- 
portunities early in his college career. 

The one thing that sticks out is that the Bulldogs signed nine wide receiv- 
ers, and they'll be counted on to put a lot of pressure on opposing defenses. The 
secondary will benefit from the addition of four prospects. 
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46. Aaron Murray 6-1/198 Tampa Plant Georgia 
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. Sheldon Richardson 6-4/292 _ St. Louis Gateway Missouri 
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. Lamar Miller §-11/205 Miami Killian Miami 
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. Vontaze Burfict 6-2/244 Corona (Calif.) Centennial Arizona State 
. Jelani Jenkins 6-2/220 Olney (Md.) Our Lady Of Good Counsel Florida 
. Manti Te’o 6-2/225 Laie (Hawaii) Punahou School Notre Dame 
. Nico Johnson 6-3/226 Andalusia (Ala.) High Alabama 
. Dorian Bell 6-0/226 Monroeville (Pa.) Gateway Ohio State 
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. Seantrel Henderson 
. Lache Seastrunk 

. Darius White 

. Marcus Lattimore 
. Matt Elam 

. Jackson Jeffcoat 

. Lamarcus Joyner 
. James Hurst 

. Michael Dyer 


. Jeff Luc 

- Malcolm Jones 
. Chris Martin 

. Ronald Powell 


. Trovon Reed 


. J.R. Ferguson 
. Jordan Hicks 
. D.J. Morgan 


. Kyle Prater 
. Anthony Barr 
. Reggie Wilson 


. Brandon Willis 

. Khairi Fort 

. Markeith Ambles 
. Corey Nelson 

. Blake Bell 

. Robert Woods 

. Jaylen Watkins 

. Dillon Baxter 

. Robert Crisp 

. DeMarcus Milliner 


. Alec Ogletree 

. Jamel Turner 

. Shakim Phillips 
. Gabe King 

. Kelcy Quarles 
. James Stone 

. Christian Green 
. Martavis Bryant 
. Xavier Grimble 
. Brent Benedict 
. Keenan Allen 

. Tony Jefferson 
. Justin McCay 

. William Gholston 


. Damien Robinson 
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6-8/301 
§-11/192 
6-4/205 
5-11/210 
6-0/205 
6-5/230 
5-8/166 
6-6/284 
5-8/201 
6-1/230 
6-0/210 
6-4/224 
6-4/240 
6-0/173 
6-4/260 
6-2/210 
§-11/175 
6-5/192 
6-4/230 
6-4/240 
6-4/250 
6-2/220 
6-2/182 
6-0/210 
6-6/210 
6-1/180 
6-1/172 
5-11/187 
6-7/299 
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6-3/210 
6-3/210 
6-2/191 
6-6/253 
6-4/250 
6-5/297 
6-2/200 
6-3/175 
6-6/245 
6-4/278 
6-3/195 
6-0/196 
6-3/197 
6-7/237 
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Saint Paul (Minn.) Cretin-Derham Hall 
Temple (Texas) High 

Fort Worth Dunbar 

Duncan (S.C.) Byrnes 

Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) Dwyer 
Plano (Texas) Plano Wes 

Fort Lauderdale (Fla.) St. Thomas Aquinas 
Indianapolis Plainfield 

Little Rock (Ark.) Little Rock Christian 
Port St. Lucie (Fla.) Treasure Coast 
Westlake Village (Calif.) Oaks Christian 
Oakland Bishop O'Dowd 

Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde 
Thibodaux (La.) High 

Frederick (Md.) St. John’s Catholic Prep 
West Chester (Ohio) Lakota West 
Woodland Hills (Calif.) Taft 

Hillside (lll.) Proviso West 

Los Angeles Loyola 

Haltom City (Texas) Haltom 

Duncan (S.C.) Byrnes 

Stamford (Conn.) High 

McDonough (Ga.) Henry Country 
Dallas Skyline 

Wichita (Kan.) Bishop Carroll 
Gardena (Calif.) Serra 

Cape Coral (Fla.) High 

San Diego Mission Bay 

Chapel Hill (N.C.) High 

Millbrook (Ala.) Stanhope Elmore 
Newnan (Ga.) High 

Youngstown (Ohio) Ursuline 

Wayne (N.J.) De Paul Catholic 
Greensboro (N.C.) Page 

Greenwood (S.C.) High 

Nashville Maplewood 

Tampa Catholic 

Anderson (S.C.) T. L. Hanna 

Las Vegas Bishop Gorman 
Jacksonville Bolles 

Greensboro (N.C.) Northern Guilford 
Chula Vista (Calif.) Eastlake 

Shawnee (Kan.) Bishop Miege 
Detroit Southeastern 

Olive Branch (Miss.) High 


. Mack Brown 

. Jonathan Dowling 
48. Trey Hopkins 

. Sean Parker 

. Owamagbe Odighizuwa WDE 

. Nick Demien 

. Phillip Sims 

. darrick Williams 

. Andrew Norwell 

. Kaleb Eulls 

. Jordan Allen 

. Christian Thomas 

. Victor Hampton 

. Jacques Smith 

. Alfy Hill 

. Chris Dunkley 

. Jake Matthews 

. Corey Lemonier 

. Eric Reid 

. Andrew Rodriguez 

. Latwan Anderson 

. Christian Jones 

. Taylor Bible 

. Corey Brown 

. Chris Jones 

. Marquis Flowers 

. Curtis White 

. Gerald Christian 

. Garrison Smith 

. Dominic Espinosa 

. Austin Hinder 

. Delvin Jones 

. DeAndrew White 

. Terrence Mitchell 

. DeMarco Cobbs 

. Joe Boisture 

. Sharif Floyd 

. Ted Meline 

. Fre’Shad Hunter 

. van McCartney 

. Ahmad Dixon 

. Zack McCray 

. Paul Jones 

. Jordan James 

. Michaelee Harris 

. Cecil Whiteside 

. Pete Thomas 

. Dyjuan Lewis 

. Spencer Ware 

. Josh Reese 

. _Kadron Boone 

. Nick Forbes 

. Da'Rick Rogers 

. Marvin Robinson 

. Aaron Benson 


5-11/185 
6-3/178 
6-4/260 
6-0/185 
6-3/234 
6-6/295 
6-0/209 
6-2/205 
6-7/275 
6-4/245 
6-6/248 
6-3/235 
5-11/170 
6-3/225 
6-4/245 
5-10/164 
6-5/275 
6-4/223 
6-3/175 
6-6/298 
5-11/185 
6-4/220 
6-3/280 
6-0/171 
6-0/172 
6-3/195 
6-5/240 
6-3/220 
6-4/250 
6-3/282 
6-4/180 
6-6/230 
6-0/170 
5-10/165 
6-1/198 
6-6/202 
6-3/294 
6-2/171 
6-5/246 
6-3/180 
6-1/194 
6-4/236 
6-2/212 
5-10/190 
6-0/167 
6-3/205 
6-5/201 
6-2/186 
§-11/220 
6-1/182 
6-1/190 
6-0/217 
6-3/206 
6-1/190 
6-2/205 


Lithonia (Ga.) Martin Luther King 
Bradenton (Fla.) Southeast 
Galena Park (Texas) North Shore 
Harbor City (Calif.) Narbonne 
Portland Douglas 

Wentzville (Mo.) Timberland 
Chesapeake (Va.) Oscar Smith 
Prichard (Ala.) Blount 

Cincinnati Anderson 

Yazoo City (Miss.) Yazoo County 
Monroe (La.) West Monroe 
Palmdale (Calif.) Highland 
Charlotte Independence 
Ooltewah (Tenn.) High 

Shallotte (N.C.) West Brunswick 
Royal Palm Beach (Fla.) High 
Missouri City (Texas) Elkins 
Hialeah (Fla.) High 

Geismar (La.) Dutchtown 

Aurora (Neb.) High 

Lakewood (Ohio) St. Edward 
Casselberry (Fla.) Lake Howell 
Denton (Texas) Guyer 
Springfield (Pa.) Cardinal O'Hara 
Daingerfield (Texas) High 
Goodyear (Ariz.) Millennium 
Eugene (Ore.) Sheldon 

Palm Beach Gardens (Fla.) Dwyer 
Atlanta Douglass 

Cedar Park (Texas) High 
Steamboat Springs (Colo.) High 
Miami Palmetto 

Galena Park (Texas) North Shore 
Tampa Hillsborough 

Tulsa (Okia.) Tulsa Central 
Goodrich (Mich.) High 
Philadelphia Washington 

Miami Booker T. Washington 
Cary (N.C.) High 

Miramar (Fla.) High 

Waco (Texas) Midway 
Lynchburg (Va.) Brookville 
McKees Rocks (Pa.) Sto Rox 
Corona (Calif.) High 

Miami Northwestern 

Newport Beach (Calif.) Newport Harbor 
El Cajon (Calif.) Valhalla 
Indianapolis Pike 

Cincinnati Princeton 

Miami Central 

Ocala (Fla.) Trinity Catholic 
Frederick (Md.) Thomas Johnson 
Calhoun (Ga.) High 

Eagle Lake (Fla.) Lake Region 
Cedar Hill (Texas) High 
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TOP 10 SCHOOLS BY POSITION 


Quarterback 


LSU 
Georgia 
USC 
Auburn 
Texas 
Kentucky 
Utah 
Clemson 
Missouri 
Stanford 


Running Back 


= oS ™ Ole On 


—_ 


. Tennessee 

. Alabama 
Ole Miss 

. Ohio State 
Auburn 

. Virginia Tech 
. Texas A&M 
. Illinois 

. Florida State 
South Carolina 
Stanford 


Wide Receiver 


1 
2 
3. 
4 
oF 
6 
7 
8 
9 
9. 
9. 


Alabama 
Georgia 

West Virginia 
North Carolina 
Ohio State 
Mississippi State 
Ole Miss 

Oregon 

South Carolina 
Florida State 


Tight End 


. Stanford 

. Virginia Tech 

. Michigan State 
. Texas 

. Auburn 

. Georgia 


eo 6D. (G3) SL I) Or eS OS 


—_ 
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7. Miami 

8. Arizona 

8. BYU 

10. Southern Miss 


Offensive Line 


Alabama 
Texas 

Florida 
Michigan State 
Ohio State 
UCLA 

LSU 

Arkansas 
Virginia 

10. Georgia 


Oe oe SNS 


Defensive Tackle 


LSU 

. Florida 

. Missouri 
Troy 
Alabama 

. Texas Tech 
Texas 
Auburn 
Florida State 
10. Michigan 


SP ONADRONS 


Defensive End 


South Carolina 
Texas 

USC 

USF 

Wisconsin 
Alabama 

Kansas 
Mississippi State 
Florida State 
Maryland 


SS) 60: 10) Se i On So IS) 


—_ 


Linebacker 


1. Notre Dame 
2. Alabama 


. Ohio State 

. Tennessee 

. Florida 

. South Carolina 

. Oklahoma 

. Arizona State 

. North Carolina 
10. 


Ole Miss 


Defensive Back 


10. 


© Bo) es St ee BS = 


Arkansas 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
USC 
Tennessee 
Florida State 
Kansas 
UCLA 
Alabama 
Michigan 


Athlete 


10. 


CHONDARONS 


. Miami 
. South Carolina 


UCLA 

North Carolina 
USC 

Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Michigan 

USF 

Florida State 


Kickers 


So to oe oh = 


Oregon 

Florida State 
Indiana 

Penn State 

Rice 

Mississippi State 
Notre Dame 

LSU 

Washington 
Northern Illinois 
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SEC 


RECRUITING 


By Jamie Newberg 
Rivals.com 


Overview: For the second consecutive year, the Crimson 
Tide finished with the top class in the land. In-state, the Tide 
grabbed big-name recruits such as offensive tackle D.J. Fluker, 
cornerback Dre Kirkpatrick, quarterback A.J. McCarron, 
linebackers Nico Johnson and Tana Patrick, wide receiver 
Kendall Kelly, lineman Brandon Moore and defensive end 
William Ming. Those prospects were eight of the top nine 
ranked players in the state. Alabama also signed the top player 
in Florida in running back Trent Richardson, a terrific safety 

in Rod Woodson from Mississippi and three solid offensive 

line prospects from Georgia. Running back Eddie Lacy, wide 
receiver Michael Bowman and linebacker Petey Smith are 
other out-of-state gems headed to Tuscaloosa. 

Headliner: Take your pick between five-star prospects 
Richardson and Fluker. Richardson is a power back with sur- 
prising speed and quickness, while Fluker is an athletic freak at 
tackle who has enormous upside. 

Sleeper: |t's hard to find a sleeper in the top class in the 
country. Keep an eye on Chance Warmack, an interior offen- 
sive line prospect with great feet and size. 

Bottom fine: For the second consecutive season, the 
Crimson Tide finished with the nation’s top class, as Alabama 
narrowly edged SEC West rival LSU for that spot. Nick Saban 
has elevated the talent pool in Tuscaloosa with two spectacular 
classes. Can the Tide roll again in 2010? All indications are a 
resounding yes. 


Overview: This is an unbelievable class with in-state stars 
such as Rueben Randle, defensive tackles Chris Davenport 
and Josh Downs, running back Michael Ford, linebacker 
Barkevious Mingo and offensive linemen Carneal Ainsworth 
and Chris Faulk. The group also includes out-of-staters such 
as quarterback Russell Shepard, linebacker Kevin Minter, 
athlete Drayton Calhoun, safety Craig Loston, defensive line- 
man Michael Brockers and offensive lineman Stavion Lowe. 
It's an outstanding class, balanced with speed and athleticism 
across the board. Randle, Shepard, Davenport and Loston are 
five-star prospects. 

Hi Randle could have the same impact in Baton 
Rouge that Julio Jones had in Tuscaloosa and A.J. Green had 
in Athens last season. Despite the talent already on hand at 
LSU, Randle should make a big impact. 

Sleeper: Defensive end Bennie Logan is an absolute 
beast. He’s a strongside end who could grow into a defensive 
tackle. 

Battem fine: \t's impossible not to love this recruiting 
class. From top to bottom, it's simply outstanding and could be 
the best one under Les Miles. Losing cornerback Janzen Jack- 


son to Tennessee and wide receiver DeAngelo Benton to Auburn 
likely cost LSU the No. 1 overall team recruiting ranking. 


Overviews: The Bulldogs landed two big-time quarterbacks 
in Aaron Murray and Zach Mettenberger. Wide receiver Rant- 
avious Wooten is a playmaker from Florida who should make a 
splash. The Bulldogs once again are solid in the trenches with 
Chris Burnette, Abry Jones, Dallas Lee, Austin Long and Mon- 
tez Robinson. The back-seven headliner is speedy cornerback 
Branden Smith. The Bulldogs landed wide receiver Marlon 
Brown on National Signing Day to top off another good class. 

sadliner: Murray is a great passer and has terrific 
leadership skills. He lacks great size, but has everything else to 
be an outstanding quarterback. Murray might push for playing 
time this fall. 


SEG RECRUITS | 
Rk Name HUWt = Pos Hometown/School College 
1. Bryce Brown 6-0/215 RB Wichita (Kan.) Wichita East Tennessee 
2. Rueben Randle 6-3/195 WR Bastrop (La.) High LSU 
3. Dw, Fluker 6-7/350 OL Foley (Ala.) High Alabama 


4, Trent Richardson 5-11/210 RB Pensacola (Fla.) Escambia Alabama 


6-2/220 LB Olney (Md,) Our Lady Of Good Counsel Florida 


6-0/170 WR Sanford (Fla.) Seminole Florida 


6. Jelani Jenkins 


10. Andre Debose 
11, Gary Brown 6-3/275 DT Quincy (Fla,) West Gadsden Florida 


12. Darius Winston 6-0/180 DB West Helena (Ark.) Central Arkansas 


13, Chris Davenport 6-4/318 DT Mansfield (La.) High LSU 


18. Aaron Murray 6-1/198 QB Tampa Plant Georgia 


19. Chris Faulk 6-6/310 OL Slidell (La,) Northshore LSU 


20. Patrick Patterson 6-3/215 WR Macon (Miss,) Noxubee County Ole Miss 


SEC RECRUITING 


Sleeper: Shawn Williams is one of the more underrated 
safeties in the nation. He’s terrific in run support and has great 
range in coverage. 

Bottom line: Over the past 10 years, no team in the SEC 
has recruited as consistently well as Georgia, and this class is 
no different. The Bulldogs landed two super quarterbacks and 
two potential difference-makers at receiver. As usual, they did 
well in the trenches. 


Overview: Lane Kiffin and his staff had a post-National 
Signing Day run that included the nation’s top prospect in run- 
ning back Bryce Brown and five-star defensive back Janzen 
Jackson. The Vols also hung onto the nation’s top all-purpose 
back in David Oku. This trio, along with recruits such as wide 
receiver Nu’Keese Richardson, athlete Marsalis Teague, 
linebacker Jerod Askew and cornerback Eric Gordon, shot the 
Vols up to 10th nationally. 

Headliner: The Vols came out of nowhere to land Brown. 
He is a versatile back who also can make plays as a receiver. 

Sleeper: Montori Hughes signed with the Vols last year 
but failed to qualify. He’s now on campus and had an impres- 
sive spring at defensive tackle, a position of need. 

Bottom fine: Long-term recruiting success should be in 
the Vols’ future with assistants Monte Kiffin, Ed Orgeron, Eddie 
Gran, Lance Thompson, David Reaves, Jim Chaney and Frank 
Wilson. Lane Kiffin assembled an outstanding staff. What does 
it say that the Vols closed with Brown, Jackson, Richardson, 
Oku and Teague? Tennessee will become a recruiting super- 
power. 


Florida 


Overview: The Gators did well at their need positions, 
especially at offensive line. They landed five OLs — includ- 
ing big-time tackle prospect Xavier Nixon. Florida needed 
linebackers and pulled in big-timers in Jon Bostic and Jelani 
Jenkins. Wide receiver Andre Debose is one of the most 
electrifying players in the nation. Gary Brown is a five-star gem 
at defensive tackle. Florida’s young depth at corner hurt the Ga- 
tors in their recruitment of some star defensive backs, and they 
were hurt on National Signing Day with the defections of wide 
receiver Nu’Keese Richardson and athlete Marsalis Teague to 
Tennessee. 

Headliner: Jenkins is only 16 years old and hasn't 
scratched the surface of his potential. He is athletic and can 
really run and hit. 

Sleeper: You normally don’t pick four-star prospects as 
sleepers, but because of all the great running backs in Florida 
in 2009, Mike Gillislee was overlooked. He should fit in the 
Florida offense perfectly. 

Bottom line: The Gators didn’t have the numbers but still 
put together a good class despite the defections of several key 


prospects to rival schools. You know that will give Urban Meyer 
and his staff extra motivation on the recruiting front. 


Overview: The Gamecocks may have the No. 6 class in 
the SEC, but they're still in the top 12 nationally. The Game- 
cocks landed two potential standout running backs from 
Florida in Ben Axon and Jarvis Giles. There is a nice group of 
receivers headed to Columbia, led by Alshon Jeffery, Lamar 
Scruggs and DeAngelo Smith. Defensively, the group is led by 
defensive linemen Ronald Byrd, Leon Mackey, Duane Chisolm 
and Chaz Sutton, potential linebacker prospects such as Matt 
Coffee, Damario Jeffery and DeVonte Holloman and defensive 
backs such as Stephon Gilmore and Corey Addison. 

Headliner: Gilmore could be a star on either side of the 
ball. He graduated early and already has made his presence 
felt in Columbia. 

Sleeper: There are several. Keep an eye on hard-hitting 
D.J. Swearinger, who was a one-time commitment to Tennes- 
see. 

Bottom line: The Gamecocks put together a nice class 
with impact players at several positions. 


Overviews: |n Bobby Petrino’s first full recruiting “season,” 
he and his staff finished No. 17 nationally. Headlining the group 
is in-state five-star cornerback prospect Darius Winston. He's 
the state’s highest-rated prospect since running back Darren 
McFadden. The Razorbacks also landed the No. 2 in-state 
prospect in offensive lineman Colby Berna. They did well in 
Texas and throughout the nation. In all, Petrino signed 31 
prospects from nine states. 

Headliner: There’s no question it’s Winston, as the na- 
tion’s No. 3 cornerback prospect. He’s an instinctual player 
with good size and speed. 

Sleeper: Brandon Mitchell is an outstanding athlete who 
could play a variety of positions — quarterback, wide receiver, 
in the secondary, tight end or linebacker. Mitchell was a one- 
time commitment to LSU to play basketball. 

Bottom line:This was a nice recruiting effort by Petrino 
and his staff, and should be a sign of how they go about their 
business in the recruiting battles. They will try to secure the 
top talent within their borders, then hammer Texas and the 
Southeast to finish things up. This class is loaded with some 
big-time athletes. 


Overview: The Rebels signed an SEC-high 37 prospects 
as they closed better than just about anyone in the country. 
Ole Miss landed wide receiver Patrick Patterson, quarterback 


Ole Miss 


SEC RECRUITING 


Raymond Cotton, linebackers D.T. Shackelford and Mike 
Marry, offensive tackle Bobbie Massie, defensive tackle Corey 
Gaines and defensive end Craig Drummond late in the recruit- 
ing process. The Rebels hit Florida hard and got some gems 
in running backs Rodney Scott and Korvic Neat and defensive 
backs Frank Crawford and Artice Kellam. 

Headliner: The Rebels won a big one on National Signing 
Day, getting Patterson. He’s a big and productive receiver, and 
should see the field this fall. 

Sleeper: There are a few players to keep an eye on here, 
most notably Neat. He may be small, but he’s a big play waiting 
to happen. 

Bottom line: What was deemed a somewhat disappoint- 
ing class a few weeks before NSD was anything but disap- 
pointing. Houston Nutt and his staff closed well. Ole Miss did 
a nice job outside the state and landed some big-time players 
from Virginia, Florida, Georgia and Tennessee. 


TAT 


Se" 


Overview: This class starts at quarterback, as Tyrik Rol- 
lison is one of the most gifted dual-threat quarterbacks in the 
nation. The running game should get a big boost from Onterio 
McCalebb and Dontae Aycock. National Signing Day brought 
the Tigers gifted receivers in DeAngelo Benton and Emory 
Blake. Brandon Jacobs is a big back who also could play 
linebacker. Tight end Philip Lutzenkirchen has great hands. 
Auburn landed a couple of massive offensive linemen in John 
Sullen and Andre Harris. Jamar Travis, Reggie Taylor and 
Eltoro Freeman lead the way defensively. The Tigers finished 
strong under new coach Gene Chizik and his staff. 

Headliner: Rollison could be the steal of this class. He 
has a tontlica arm and can move in the pocket. Rollison will 
be the centerpiece of Gus Malzahn’s offense. The question is 
when he will be ready to take over the reins. 

Sleeper: Safety Daren Bates has good range and plays 
well in run support. He may not have the ideal size for the 
position, but he makes up for it with his stellar play. 

Bottom line: Putting together this class with a short re- 
cruiting window was an outstanding job by Chizik and his staff. 
Now the Tigers just need to get their share of in-state 
prospects and continue to land players that fit Malzahn’s 
offensive system. The future looks good at Auburn. 


Auburn 


Overview: For his first recruiting class, new Bulldogs 
coach Dan Mullen did an excellent job, finishing No. 10 in the 
SEC and No. 23 nationally. Mullen landed a solid quarterback 
for his system in Tyler Russell. Russell should get help from 
wide receivers Chad Bumphis, Ricco Sanders, Darius Slay, 
Brandon Heavens and Chris Smith and running backs 
Montrell Conner and LaDarius Perkins. In all, Mullen signed 
nine receivers. The defensive group is led by tackle Josh Boyd 


and ends Fletcher Cox and Pernell McPhee. 
Cox is a Rivals100 prospect. He’s athletic and 
physical, and he plays with a great motor. 

Sleeper: Keep an eye on Billy Hamilton. He can play on 
either side of the ball, at cornerback or wide receiver. 

Bottom line: Mullen did a nice job with his first class, 
especially considering the short time he and his staff had to re- 
cruit. He landed some solid skill-position players for his offense. 
The Bulldogs signed six of the top 10 players from Mississippi. 
They concentrated on athletes and playmakers. 


Headliner 


Kentucky 


Overviews: The Wildcats quietly assembled a good class. 
It starts at quarterback with Morgan Newton and Ryan Mos- 
sakowski. Running back Donald Russell could be a steal from 
Florida. Sam Simpson and Larry Warford will bring some beef 
to the interior of the offensive line. Defensively, Qua Huzzie and 
Tristian Johnson are good ones from Georgia. The Wildcats 
also signed two good athletes from the Peach State in Terrell 
Mitchell and Brian Adams. 

é *: Junior college wide receiver Chris Matthews 
has apie size (6-5/210) and is coming off a monster 
season where he caught 80 passes for 1,200-plus yards and 
11 scores. 

Sleeper: LaRod King is a big and talented receiver who 
can make big plays. He may not be ready this fall, but he 
certainly has a chance to be a player down the line for the 
Wildcats. 

Bottom line: This is a good class for Rich Brooks. The 
key was quarterback, where the Wildcats signed two prospects 
with some serious upside. This class is well-balanced and 
includes prospects who can come in and help immediately. 


Overview: The Commodores had a small class, signing 
only 17 players. Nonetheless, this is a good group led by tight 
ends Mason Johnston and Thad McHaney, athlete Eric Samu- 
els, running backs Warren Norman and Zac Stacy and wide 
receiver Brady Brown. Quarterback Charlie Goro could be a 
steal from Illinois, and offensive lineman Wesley Johnson could 
become a solid player. 

eadliner: Johnston gets the nod here over Samuels. 
He’s a versatile tight end who seems like a great fit for the 
Commodores’ offense. 

Sleeper: Vandy signed a good group of running backs, 
and keep an eye on Wesley Tate. He’s a big back (6-2/210) with 
speed. He’s a local product whose brother, Golden, is a wide 
receiver at Notre Dame. 

Bottom line: Bobby Johnson and his staff did a nice job 
with this class. While the Commodores only signed 17, the 
quality is high. 
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1. 
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Florida 
LSU 


3. Alabama 
. Ole Miss 
. Georgia 


. Tennessee 

. South Carolina 

. Arkansas 

. Auburn 
10. 
11. 
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Kentucky 
Vanderbilt 
Mississippi State 
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Talented, Mature Gators Take Aim at More Titles 


fter winning the 2006 national 
J eznniersno Florida stumbled to 

a 9-4 record and a Capital One Bowl 
loss to Michigan. 

Coach Urban Meyer said the downfalls 
were a void in two recruiting classes and 
lack of leadership. He doesn’t expect 
another such decline after winning the 
national title in 2008. 

“The maturity level is different,” Meyer 
said. “The sense of entitlement, the self- 
ishness, worrying about things that don’t 
contribute to next year are not here.” 

Meyer clearly has the best talent in the 
SEC. He has a Heisman Trophy winner in 
quarterback Tim Tebow. He has an All- 
American linebacker in Brandon Spikes. 
He has 20 starters (including the kicker 
and punter) returning from the team 
that defeated Oklahoma for the national 
championship. 

That makes the Gators an overwhelming 


. SEC EAST J 


2009 wwww.linDySSPORTS.COM 


favorite to become the first repeat winner 
of the SEC since Tennessee in 1997-98. 


EAST DIVISION 

Meyer said he tweaked his offense in 
the spring to stay one step ahead of the 
competition. Tebow has tightened his 
throwing motion to provide more accu- 
racy. He also worked some from under 
center in the I-formation as the Gators 
worked on developing a power run game. 

The defense, led by Spikes, 
could be awesome. Defensive ends 
Jermaine Cunningham and Carlos Dunlap 
might be the best pair in the league. The 
secondary is the best in the SEC. Florida 
should be better than it was a year ago. 

Georgia is going with Joe Cox at quarter- 
back to replace Matthew Stafford. He has 
a terrific receiver in A.J. Green, and the 
offensive line should be much improved. 
But no one appears close to replacing 


( Southeastern Conference Picks ) 


running back Knowshon Moreno, and the 
defense allowed at least 38 points in five 
games. 

Tennessee has questions at quarterback, 
offensive tackle and defensive tackle. 
That's not a good formula for winning at 
a high level. First-year coach Lane Kiffin 
has brought energy and excitement to 
the Vols — and a top-10 recruiting class 
— but that isn’t enough to hang with 
Florida. For now. 

South Carolina's quarterback situation 
remains a concern. Stephen Garcia has the 
ability, but he hasn't proven he can win at 
this level. The running game, worst in the 
SEC last season, figures to struggle again. 

Kentucky has won three consecutive 
bowl games for the first time in school 
history, but that streak could end this 
season. Rich Brooks has upgraded the 
overall talent, and the defense has a 
chance to be the best he’s had in the 


Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


| Lindy’s 2009 
ALL-SEC Team 


OFFENSE - First Tearn 


QB Tim Tebow Sr. Florida 
RB Charles Scott Sr. LSU 
RB Michael Smith Sr. Arkansas 
WR A.J. Green So. Georgia 
WR Julio Jones So. Alabama 
TE D.J. Williams dr. Arkansas 
C Ryan Pugh Jr Auburn 
OL Ciron Black Sr. LSU 
OL Mike Johnson Sr. Alabama 
OL John Jerry Sr. Ole Miss 
OL Clint Boling Jr. Georgia 
AP Javier Arenas Sr. Alabama 
PK Joshua Shene Sr. Ole Miss 
DEFENSE - First Team 
DL Terrence Cody Sr. Alabama 
DL Dan Williams Sr. Tennessee 
DL Jermaine Cunningham Sr. Florida 
DL Antonio Coleman — Sr. Auburn 
| LB Rolando McClain Jr, Alabama 
LB Brandon Spikes Sr, Florida 
) LB Eric Norwood Sr. South Carolina 
» DB Eric Berry Jr. Tennessee 
+ DB Trevard Lindley Sr. Kentucky 
DB Joe Haden Jr. Florida 
DB Chad Jones dr. LSU 
P Chas Henry Jr. Florida 
OFFENSE - Second Team 
| QB  Jevan Snead Jr. Ole Miss 
RB) Anthony Dixon Sr. Miss. State 
RB Mark Ingram So. Alabama — 
WR Brandon LaFell Sr, LSU 
WR Dexter McCluster Sr. Ole Miss” 
TE Aaron Hernandez — dr. Florida 
C Ben Jones So. Georgia 
OL Mike Pouncey Jr. Florida 
OL Maurkice Pouncey Jr. Florida 
OL Lee Ziemba Jr. Auburn 
OL Trinton Sturdivant So. Georgia 
AP Brandon James ‘Sr. Florida 
PK Leigh Tiffin Sr. Alabama 
DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL. Geno Atkins Sr. Georgia 
DL Carlos Dunlap Jr, Florida 
DL Greg Hardy Sr. Ole Miss. 
DL Jeremy Jarmon Sr. Kentucky 
LB Micah Johnson Sr. Kentucky 
LB Rico McCoy Sr. Tennessee 
LB Rennie Curran Jr. Georgia 
DB Ahmad Black Jr. Florida 
DB Major Wright Jr. Florida 
DB Janoris Jenkins —_—‘So, Florida 
DB Javier Arenas Sr. Alabama 


P Spencer Lanning Jr. South Carolina 
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Commonwealth, but the Wildcats don't 
have enough playmakers surrounding an 
average quarterback. 

Vanderbilt won a bowl for the first time 
since 1955, and everyone in the SEC will 
tell you what a fine coach Bobby Johnson 
is. But the Commodores were last in the 
SEC in total offense and 10th in run 
defense last year. A second straight bowl 
trip is doubtful. 


WEST DIVISION 

If sophomore quarterback Jordan 
Jefferson is productive, LSU will be in the 
thick of the West race. The Tigers have 
great depth at running back and playmak- 
ing receiver Brandon LaFell. 

The addition of defensive coordinator 
John Chavis, who inherits a great pass 
rush and a talented secondary, will make 
for a much-improved defense. Chavis said 
he has the two best defensive backs he’s 
ever had on one team — Chad Jones and 
Patrick Peterson. 

LSU, however, must navigate a more 
treacherous schedule than either Alabama 
or Ole Miss. 

Alabama, which had a perfect regular 
season in 2008, has to replace steady 
quarterback John Parker Wilson and the 
1,383 rushing yards of Glen Coffee. Greg 
McElroy won the quarterback job in the 


Most Offensive 
Valuable Player of the 
Player Year 


Charles Scott 
RB, LSU 


Tim Tebow 
QB, Florida 


Most Accurate Passer 
Strongest arm 

Best scrambler 
Coolest in the clutch 
Toughest to bring down 
Best hands 


Most dangerous deep threat 
Best pass blocker 

Best run blocker _ bs 
Best cover corner __ Trevard Lindley Kentucky _ 
Best pass rusher Jermaine Cunningham, DE Florida 
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spring, but three key offensive linemen 
are gone. 

The defense should again be outstand- 
ing, and the front seven ranks with the 
best in the country. 

Ole Miss, gunning for its first SEC title 
since 1963, must now deal with projec- 
tions of a top 10 finish. The Rebels 
are blessed with skill players, including 
quarterback Jevan Snead and the elusive 
Dexter McCluster. 

In the second half of last season, 
Arkansas upset LSU, Tulsa and Auburn. 
Ryan Mallett, a transfer from Michigan, 
could make a splash. He has a 1,000-yard 
rusher in Michael Smith and a tight end, 
D.J. Williams, who caught 61 passes last 
season. But the defense is weak. 

Auburn is going with a spread option 
behind new offensive coordinator Gus 
Malzahn, who helped Tulsa lead the nation 
in total yards. But the Tigers left spring 
unsettled at quarterback and are devoid 
of talent at receiver. Gene Chizik can't be 
expected to challenge in the West Division 
right off the bat. 

Dan Mullen at Mississippi State also 
faces a major task. He will run the spread 
option without a quarterback who fits the 
system, unless true freshman Tyler Russell 
is the answer. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Eric Berry 
SS, Tennessee 


Bryce Brown 
RB, Tennessee 


Tim Tebow Florida 
Tim Tebow Florida 
Jordan Jefferson LSU 
Florida 


Ole Miss 


Tim Tebow 

Dexter McCluster, WR 
Julio Jones, WR Alabama 
A.J. Green, WR Georgia _ 
Ciron Black, OT LSU 
Mike Johnson, 0G Alabama _ 


Nick Reveiz Tennessee 
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Sept. 5 
Alabama-Va, Tech (Atlanta) 
Georgia at Oklahoma State 


Sepl. 12 
South Carolina at Georgia 
UCLA at Tennessee 


Sept. 19 
Tennessee at Florida 
West Virginia at Auburn 


Sept. 26 
Arizona State at Georgia 


Oct. 3 
Auburn at Tennessee 
LSU at Georgia 


Oct. 10 

Alabama at Ole Miss 
Florida at LSU 
Georgia at Tennessee 


Oct. 17 
South Carolina at Alabama 


Oct. 24 
Tennessee at Alabama 


Oct. 31 
Ole Miss at Auburn 
Florida-Georgia (Jacksonville) 


Nov. 7 
LSU at Alabama 


Nov. 14 

Auburn at Georgia 
Florida at South Carolina 
Tennessee at Ole Miss 


Nov, 21 
LSU at Ole Miss 


Nov. 27 
Alabama at Auburn 


Nov. 28 

Florida State at Florida 
Georgia at Georgia Tech 
Clemson at South Carolina 


. Eric Berry 

. Tim Tebow 

. Brandon Spikes 
. Trevard Lindley 
. Ciron Black 

. Terrence Cody 

. Brandon LaFell 
- Rolando McClain 
. Geno Atkins 
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. Jermaine Cunningham 


The Big Ones 


For second year in a row, Tide opens season in Georgia Dome vs, ACC. 
Dawgs get look at life after Stafford, Moreno vs. great Big 12 offense. 


If Gamecocks are to contend, a win in Athens would provide momentum. 
First real test for first-year Vols coach Lane Kiffin and high-priced staff. 


If Urban Meyer can run it up on Vols he will; tough road test for UT. 
Can Auburn's fast-paced spread outscore Mountaineers spread option? 


Photo by R.D. Moore 


Sun Devils make rare trip to Eastern Time Zone to face SEC power, 


Vols seek revenge against team it should have beaten last year. 
If LSU wants to win West, it needs to get a win “Between the Hedges.” 


Tide barely beat Rebels last year; home field might be the difference. 
Gators fell at LSU two years ago when Tigers went 5 of 5 on fourth downs. 
This could decide who finishes second in East and gets better bowl bid. 


Can Spurrier pull the road upset against powerful West foe? 
In last two games, Vols haven't been competitive against Saban’s Tide. 


Rebels can’t stumble on the Plains if they want to win division. 
Gators have won 16 of last 19, including romp last season. 


Bama snapped five-game losing skid to LSU, sent Tigers reeling in OT. 


Dawgs have tamed Tigers three years in a row, two in routs. 
This remains a big game as long as Spurrier remains at SC. 
UT assistant Ed Orgeron returns to Oxford for first time since firing. 


SEC Champ 


BCS (national title game if ranked 
#1 or #2, otherwise Sugar) 


This could impact West Division race in a rivalry that has heated up. 


SEC #2 Capital One vs. Big Ten #2 
Tide snapped Auburn's six-year win streak and sent Tuberville packing. SEC #3-5 Outback vs. Big Ten #3 
SEC #3-5 Cotton vs. Big 12 #2 
Gators try to maintain superiority over in-state challengers. 5 LCi 
Yellow Jackets ended six-year Dawgs’ run with high-scoring win. se te a Giles i pS anee ss 
These in-state rivals genuinely dislike each other. SEC #6-8 Music City vs. ACC 
SEC #6-8 Liberty vs. Conference USA 
SEC #6-8 Independence vs. Big 12 


Tennessee 
Florida 
Florida 


Ball-hawking skills and athleticism make him a can't-miss pro. 
Scouts eager to watch his smoother delivery this season. 
Do-it-all middle ‘backer has all kinds of physical presence. 
Kentucky 
LSU 
Alabama 
LSU 


Enters the season rated as the top senior corner in 2010 Draft. 


Steps out of the shadows of other LSU OL like Herman Johnson. 


Simply mammoth; pros will love his run-stuffing skills. 


Size, hands, deep speed ... and a nose for the end zone. 
Alabama The star of a highly rated Alabama defense. 
Georgia 


Florida 


Was thought to be a first-rounder if he had left early. 


Big-time pass rusher who relies on his speed. 
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AROUND THE SEC 


SEC Coaching Carousel Continues 


year ago, the SEC coaching roster 
Aw jam-packed with the biggest 
names in the sport. 

The league featured five coaches who 
had won a national championship, anoth- 
er who had gone 13-0, and then there was 
the SEC Coach of the Year back from the 
previous season. 

In contrast to recent big-money, big- 
name SEC hires like Nick Saban at Alabama, 
Bobby Petrino at Arkansas, Houston Nutt 
at Ole Miss and Steve Spurrier at South 
Carolina, the three new head coaches are 
unproven commodities. Tennessee’s Lane 
Kiffin was 5-15 with the Oakland Raiders 
and has no college head coaching experi- 
ence. Auburn's Gene Chizik was 5-19 at 
Towa State. At Mississippi State, Dan 
Mullen, Florida’s former offensive coordi- 
nator, has never been a head coach. 

Tennessee took a different approach. It 
is paying Kiffin “only” $2 million a year, 
but his staff $3.35 million — the high- 
est in the nation. Defensive coordinator 
Monte Kiffin, Lane’s father and architect 
of the “Tampa 2” defense, is making 
$1.2 million with a $300,000 retention 
bonus. Former Ole Miss head coach Ed 
Orgeron ($650,000) and former Alabama 
assistant Lance Thompson ($350,000) are 
among the other highest-paid assistants 
on Tennessee's staff. 


The SEC’s second-highest paid assistant- 
coaching staff is at Alabama, at about 
$2.65 million. 


Non-Conference Foes 

With a lucrative new TV contract in hand 
from CBS and ESPN, the SEC appears to be 
upgrading its non-conference schedule to 
provide more high-profile TV games. 

The SEC will play 14 teams from BCS 
conferences and two other dangerous 
opponents. 

For the second consecutive season, 
Alabama opens the season against a for- 
midable ACC foe, Virginia Tech, in the 
Georgia Dome on Sept. 5. 

Georgia has the toughest non-SEC slate, 
as the Dawgs play at Oklahoma State, 
host Arizona State, then finish the season 
against rival Georgia Tech. 

South Carolina faces two BCS oppo- 
nents: NC State and Clemson. Mississippi 
State has two tough out-of-conference 
games in Georgia Tech and Houston. 

Auburn plays West Virginia, Arkansas 
tackles Texas A&M, Florida faces Florida 
State, Kentucky battles Louisville, LSU 
travels to Washington, Tennessee hosts 
UCLA, and Vanderbilt has challenges 
against Georgia Tech and Rice. 

The weakest non-SEC schedule, by far, 
belongs to Ole Miss. The Rebels play 


two Football Championship Series teams 
(Southeastern Louisiana. and Northern 
Arizona), as well as 4-8 UAB, and 
Memphis. 


Within the League 

According to most preseason polls, the 
four best teams in the SEC this season will 
be Florida, Alabama, Ole Miss and LSU. 

So, consider that Arkansas has to 
play at all four of them. That’s a 
tough row to hoe. The Hogs also host 
Georgia, and two other teams that 
could be bowl-bound — Auburn and 
South Carolina. The Razorbacks don’t 
play Tennessee, Kentucky or Vanderbilt 
— none of which won more than seven 
games last season. 

Arkansas has the toughest SEC sched- 
ule, but Mississippi State has perhaps the 
most attractive — or brutal, depending 
how you look at it — home schedule: 
LSU, Florida, Alabama and Ole Miss. The 
Bulldogs don’t face Tennessee, Georgia, or 
South Carolina from the East. 

New coaches at Auburn and Tennessee 
face daunting tasks. Auburn goes to 
Tennessee, LSU and Georgia while hosting 
Alabama and Ole Miss. Tennessee travels 
to Florida, Alabama and Ole Miss while 
hosting Georgia. 

LSU has a tough road slate: Georgia, 


Four-Year Standings 


Much has been made, understandably, about the league winning the past three national championships, but here's 
something else that other conferences cannot claim: Every one of the 12 SEC programs have been to at least one bowl 


game in the past four years. 


Team SEC Pet. All Pet. chdv M eB Comment 

Aloritia 24-8 750 44-8 846 002~C<“‘ 4 Tebow and pals gunning for third fat ring. 

LSU 2210 688 42-11 792 Uae 4 One speed bump and Gators flew past them. 
Georgia 22-10 688 40-12 769 i es Dawgs win a lot; LSU and Florida win biggest games. 
Auburn 20-12 625 384-16 680 o/1 0 3 SEC wins have decreased from 8 to 7 to 6 to Sto... 2. 
Alabama 20-12 625 85-17 «73 on 1 4 Tide is back, but seeking first SEC title in 10 years. 
Tennessee 17-15 531 28-21 580 o/1 0 2 New blood tries to get Vols back to old ways. 
South Carolina = 15-17 469 28-22 BD a Sas | This represents an entire cycle under Spurrier, 
Arkansas 15-17 469 «= -27-28 540 0/1 0 2 Hogs look to reset after a step back. 

Kentucky - 11-21 344 = 26-24 .520 0/0 0 3 Three-game howl streak is longest in 57 years. 
Vanderbilt 10-22 818 © 21-27 438 oo 8=— 0 1 Finally broke through with winning season. 

Ole Miss 8-24 250 19-28 396 0/0 0 1 Rebs could be back on the rise, 

Mississippi State 8-24 250 18-30 875 oo 860 1 Sigh. 

Note: M=Major Bowl (BCS); B=Bowls 
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Alabama and Ole Miss. The Tigers also host 
defending national champion Florida. 

Vanderbilt has a difficult challenge, 
playing at LSU, Florida and Tennessee and 
hosting Georgia and Ole Miss. 

Florida finds itself with what appears 
to be the SEC's easiest league schedule, 
if there is such a thing. The Gators face 
only one quality team on the road — 
LSU. Otherwise, they host Tennessee 
and play Georgia in Jacksonville, Fla. 
The Gators don’t face Alabama or Ole 
Miss, arguably the two best teams in 
the West. 

Alabama and Ole Miss also have an easi- 
er path than most. The Crimson Tide faces 
only one preseason ranked team on the 
road — Ole Miss — and hosts Tennessee 
and LSU. Saban’s team doesn’t play Florida 
or Georgia — probably the two best teams 
in the East. 

Ole Miss has its hardest games at home: 
Alabama, Tennessee, LSU. It likely will 
be favored in all four road games: South 
Carolina, Vanderbilt, Auburn, Mississippi 
State. Like Alabama, the Rebels don't play 
Florida or Georgia. 


Extra points: 

¢ If you need evidence that SEC fans are 
nuts about football, check out these spring 
game attendance figures: Alabama drew more 
than 84,000. Florida had 65,000. Tennessee 
was at 50,000-plus. Georgia, Auburn and 
Arkansas each had more than 40,000. LSU 
was just past 30,000, and Ole Miss 28,000. 

e When the SEC considered expansion in 
1991, former Auburn coach Pat Dye said 
if the league added teams, the SEC would 
never win another national title. 

Well, in the 17 seasons since then, the SEC 
has won seven national championships. 

Consider, too, in the previous 17 years, SEC 
teams won three national titles, and it had 
taken the league 31 years to win seven. 

e Auburn's new spread offense was so 
fast paced, Gene Chizik had to slow it 
down to help his defense in the spring. 

e South Carolina coaches think DE-TE 
Cliff Matthews and true freshman CB-WR 
Stephon Gilmore could play both ways 
this season. 

e New LSU defensive coordinator John 
Chavis said he’s never had two defensive 
backs on the same team as good as Chad 


Jones and Patrick Peterson. 

¢ Florida fans wondering about life after 
Tim Tebow got a taste during the spring 
when John Brantley lit it up. 

© Mississippi State tried to run the 
spread offense in the spring without five 
receivers on the roster. 


Turning pro 

As usual, the SEC was hit hard by 
early defections to the NFL. This time, 
14 went pro. 

Georgia lost quarterback Matthew 
Stafford and running back Knowshon 
Moreno — the first and 12th players 
selected — and cornerback Asher Allen. 
Florida lost playmaker Percy Harvin. 
Alabama’s All-American left tackle Andre 
Smith declared, as did running back Glen 
Coffee. 

¢ Since 1990, the SEC has led the nation 
with the most draft picks, averaging 
about three dozen a year. Since 1992, the 
SEC has had 107 first-round draft picks, 
an average of more than six per draft. 

Highlights were 11 first-rounders from 
the SEC in 2007, 47 overall drafted in 2002. 


SEC in the NFL Draft 


The league produced its usual draft bounty, leading all conferences with 37 selections. Eight of those players were 
selected in the first round, including No. 1 pick Matthew Stafford. Every team had at least one player drafted, except 


for Mississippi State. 
ALABAMA Pos = RdOveralll NFLTeam = LSU Pos Rl Overall NFL Team 
Andre Smith OT 1 6 Cincinnati Tyson Jackson DE 1 3 Kansas City 
Glen Coffee RB 3 74 San Francisco Quinn Johnson FB 5 145 Green Bay 
Antoine Caldwell C 3 77 Houston Herman Johnson 0G 5 167 Arizona 
Rashad Johnson Ss 3 95 Arizona Curtis Taylor S 7 219 San Francisco 
: Demetrius Byrd WR 7 224 San Diego 
ARKANSAS Pos = Rd—sOverall NFL Team = Ricky Jean-Francois DT 7 244 ~~ San Francisco 
Jonathan Luigs C 4 106 Cincinnati 
é - ~ MISSISSIPPI Pos Rd Overall NFL Team 
AUBURN Pos.  -Rd_s“Overall NFL Team = Michael Oher OT 1 23 Baltimore 
Sen'Derrick Marks DT 2 62 Tennessee Peria Jerry DT 1 24 Atlanta 
Jerraud Powers CB 3 92 Indianapolis Mike Wallace WR 3 84 Pittsburgh 
Tyronne Green 0G 4 133 San Diego — Jamarca Sanford S 7 231 Minnesota 
“FLORIDA Pos = Rd_Overali NFL Team =“ SOUTH CAROLINA Pos = Rd_Overall NFL Team > 
Percy Harvin WR 1 22 Minnesota Jared Cook TE 3 89 Tennessee 
Louis Murphy WR 4 124 Oakland Kenny McKinley WR 5 6141 Denver 
Comelius Ingram TE Se NSS Philadelphia Jasper Brinkley ILB 5 150 Minnesota 
eee eee eee anion Meredith OT 5 162 Green Bay 
GEORGIA Pos Rd Overall “NFL Team Captain Munnerlyn CB 7 216 Carolina 
Matthew Stafford QB 1 1 Detroit Stoney Woodson CB fi 238 NY Giants 
Knowshon Moreno _—-RB 1 12 Denver Ryan Succop PK 7 256 Kansas City 
Mohamed Massaquoi WR (3 50 Cleveland 
Asher Allen CB 3 86 Minnesota ~ TENNESSEE Pos Rd — Overall NFL Team. 
Corvey Irvin DT 3 93 Carolina Robert Ayers DE 1 18 Denver 
Jarius Wynn DE 6 182 Green Bay 
: VANDERBILT Pos Rd Overall: NFL Team 
KENTUCKY Pos = Rds“Overail Team ——*.J. Moore CB 4 119 Chicago 
Myron Pryor DT 6 207 New England 
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QUARTERBACKS 


im Tebow won the 2007 Heisman Trophy, led 

Florida to the 2008 national championship, and 
ranked in the national top four in passing efficiency 
each of the past two years. 

Yet, Florida hopes to unveil an improved Tebow, 
having tinkered with his mechanics and throwing 
motion this spring. Foes can only hope that messes 
him up. Tebow has accounted for 97 touchdowns — 
35 rushing — in the past two seasons. 

Ole Miss’ Jevan Snead really emerged during 
the second half of last season, finishing with 26 
touchdown passes — second in the SEC to Tebow 
—while ranking third in pass efficiency. 

The rest of the league’s quarterback play is suspect. 

Alabama, Arkansas, Auburn, Georgia, LSU, South 
Carolina, Tennessee and Vanderbilt will — or might 
have — new starters. 

Greg McElroy won the job at Alabama. LSU’s man 
is Jordan Jefferson, who played well in two games 
at the end of last season. Arkansas has big-armed 
Michigan transfer Ryan Mallett. South Carolina is 
hooking its helmet to inconsistent Stephen Garcia. 

Jonathan Crompton came out of spring as 
Tennessee's starter and backup B.J. Coleman 
transferred after spring ball. Kodi Burns or Neil 
Caudle will run | Auburn’ 's new spread. Georgia’ s Joe 


= Matthew Stafford. 


RECEIVERS 


be are a few standout individuals, but this 

is not a strong position in the SEC. Not many 
teams have more than one good wideout. Several 
passing attacks will be bolstered by a tight end. 

LSU has Brandon LaFell (63 catches) and a 
talented tight end in Richard Dickson (31). Former 
super recruit Terrance Toliver might make it tough 
(GDle Miss) 10 double cover LaFel. Plus, LSU signed top-rated 
ei receiver Rueben Randle. 

Alabama has an elite receiver in Julio Jones 
(58 catches), but he'll need help from Mike McCoy, 
(= Avisuase Marquis Maze and Darius Hanks. Florida has an 

6 Arkansas ~~ outstanding tight end in Aaron Hernandez but no 
returning wideout who caught more than 18 passes. 
Riley Cooper, Carl Moore, Deonte Thompson and 
David Nelson should be ample targets. 

Georgia’s A.J. Green is a star, but he doesn’t have 
much help, and the Dawgs might be hard-pressed to 
generate a passing game without Matthew Stafford. 
Ole Miss’ Shay Hodge (44 for 725) was a big-play 
threat last season, as well as Dexter McCluster, who 
doubles as a tailback. 

Arkansas has the best pass-catching tight end in 
the league in D.J. Williams (61 catches). Tennessee 
has several good — but not great — receivers, led 
by Gerald Jones. 


a" a 
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RUNNING BACKS 
Goreipnsane 0 SEC team matches LSU's quality and depth. 


1LSU 


Charles Scott, who plans to play at less than 
235 pounds, is the SEC’s leading returning rusher 
with 1,174 yards and a league-best 18 touchdowns. 
Keiland Williams (417 yards) could start for a lot of 
teams. Richard Murphy has game-breaking speed. 

Florida's Jeff Demps and Chris Rainey each rushed 
for more than 600 yards and averaged 7.8 yards 
per rush. Emmanuel Moody, the Southern California 
transfer, averaged 7.2 yards on 58 carries and could 
be featured in the |-formation. 

Alabama lost Glen Coffee (1,383 yards), but Mark 
Ingram plowed for 728 yards and 12 touchdowns as 
a true freshman. 

Ole Miss has three players who rushed for more 
than 500 yards, including hybrid Dexter McCluster 
(655) and Cordera Eason (647). Sophomore 
Brandon Bolden emerged as the No. 1 in the spring. 
Tennessee has a Collection of good backs and 
should be bolstered by Bryce Brown, the nation’s 
No. 1 recruit. 

Arkansas’ Michael Smith is the leading returner in 
yards per game (107.2) and the 176-pounder should 
get more help so he won't have to carry 207 times. 
Mississippi State’s Anthony Dixon is one of three 
SEC backs with a 1,000-yard season under his belt. 


{ G eorgia is one of two SEC teams that 


returns all five starters, but the Bulldogs line 
has been soft in recent years, some SEC coaches 
have said. It can't afford to be this season, not 
without quarterback Matthew Stafford and tail- 
back Knowshon Moreno. Clint Boling, Trinton 
Sturdivant and Ben Jones spearhead what might 
be the best line in Mark Richt’s nine seasons. 

It's hard to put a line that needs two tackles 
high on the list, but this isn’t a strong area in the 
SEC. So Florida, which led the SEC in rushing last 
year by a healthy 45 yards per game, gets the nod 
as second best, thanks to the Pouncey brothers. 

LSU will be strong again up front, despite los- 
ing two key linemen. Ciron Black and Joseph 
Barksdale might be the league’s best pair of 
tackles. Auburn should have a good front, as three 
starters return, led by tackle Lee Ziemba and cen- 
ter Ryan Pugh. 

Alabama had arguably the SEC’s best run block- 
ing line last season, but won't be as effective 
on the ground with three key starters gone. One 
coach said Ole Miss had one of the two best lines 
in the SEC last year, but the loss of tackle Michael 
Oher is huge. 
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Gators Loaded for Title Defense 


DEFENSIVE LINE LINEBACKERS 
' | t doesn’t seem fair that Florida would have the 


best offense in the SEC ... and the best defensive 
front four. The Gators are so deep the SEC sack 
leader, Carlos Dunlap (9.5), doesn’t even start. 
Defensive end Jermaine Cunningham is the team’s 
best lineman. Tackle Lawrence Marsh is tough to 
move. 

Alabama had the best run defense in the SEC last 
year, thanks to massive nose tackle Terrence Cody, 
who weighed 412 pounds when the Tide signed him 
but hopes to play this season at 350. End Brandon 
Deaderick is a force. 

Despite losing tackle Peria Jerry, Ole Miss, which 
was No. 2 in the SEC in run defense last year, has 
another strong front four, led by ends Marcus 
Tillman and Kentrell Lockett. 

Tennessee has a terrific pass rushing end in Chris 
Walker and an All-SEC caliber defensive tackle in 
Dan Williams, but no depth inside. Georgia is strong 
at tackle with Geno Atkins and Jeff Owens, but is 
searching for an edge pass rusher. 

LSU lost three starting linemen but returns tackle 
Charles Alexander, pass rusher Rahim Alem (eight 
sacks) and talented tackle Al Wood. Auburn is strong 
at the ends with Antonio Coleman and Michael 
Goggans but suspect at tackle. 


vr won't find many linebacker duos that can | 
top Alabama's Rolando McClain and Dont'a 
Hightower, a pair of 6-4, 250-pounders who can run. 
McClain led the team with 95 tackles, including 12 
for loss, in the 3-4 scheme. Hightower had 64 tack- 
les for the nation’s third-best defense. 

Florida is a close second at this position. Brandon 
Spikes, an outstanding leader, had 93 tackles and 
returned two interceptions for touchdowns. He's 
flanked by Ryan Stamper and Brandon Hicks on a 
defense that led the league in fewest points allowed. 

LSU's Kelvin Sheppard and Perry Riley were 2-3 
in tackles on the team, and Jacob Cutrera has taken 


~ to the Mike position. Georgia's Rennie Curran (115 


tackles) is one of the league’s premier linebackers. 
Vanderbilt's Patrick Benoist and Chris Marve ranked 
among the top six tacklers in the league with more 
than 100 stops. The Commodores are one of four 
SEC teams that return each of its starting lineback- 
ers. 

All-SEC performer Eric Norwood, a converted 
defensive end, returns at South Carolina, where he 
had nine sacks, second in the SEC. Rico McCoy 
is Tennessee's top linebacker. Micah Johnson 
bypassed the NFL to return to Kentucky. Mississippi 
State’s Jamar Chaney returns from an injury. 


SECONDARY SPECIAL TERMS 


lorida and Alabama have, without question, the 


lorida might have the best secondary the \ Garinita ae 


league has seen in years. 

All four starters are All-SEC caliber. Corner Joe 
Haden (three picks) led the SEC in pass breakups. 
Safety Ahmad Black tied for the league lead with 
seven interceptions. Safety Major Wright is a fierce 
hitter. Sophomore Janoris Jenkins might be the 
most talented of all. The secondary is so good, 
skilled safety Will Hill can't start for a unit that had 
an SEC-best 26 interceptions last season. 

LSU's new defensive coordinator John Chavis 
said safety Chad Jones and corner Patrick Peterson 
are the two best defensive backs he’s ever had on 
one team. The Tigers were 11th in the SEC in pass 
defense last season and had a league-low eight 
interceptions, but those numbers should change 
drastically this season. 

Alabama returns three starters, led by corners 
Javier Arenas and Kareem Jackson. They will be test- 
ed without leader Rashad Johnson to direct traffic. 

Tennessee safety Eric Berry was the 2008 SEC’s 
Defensive Player of the Year after leading the nation 
in interceptions per game and setting an SEC record 
for career and single-season return yardages. 

Kentucky’s Trevard Lindley is arguably the nation’s 
best corner. 
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two best special teams units in the SEC. 

Florida has a dynamic return man in Brandon 
James, who was fourth in the SEC in punt returns 
and seventh in kick returns. Chas Henry was third in 
punting and the team led the league in net punting. 
The only thing missing is a kicker with range. The 
Gators rank among the nation’s best at blocking 
kicks. 

Alabama's Javier Arenas ranked second in 
punt returns and fifth in kick returns. Punter P.J. 
Fitzgerald averaged 41.1 yards per punt. Kicker Leigh 
Tiffin hit 20 of 29 field goals and scored 106 points 
— second in the SEC among kickers. The Tide is the 
only team in the SEC to return all of its special teams 
players, but Bama doesn't block kicks like Florida, so 
the nod goes to the Gators. 

LSU has an electrifying return man in Trindon 
Holliday, who ranks among the SEC leaders in punt 
and kickoff returns; he concentrated on track during 
the spring. 

Georgia's Prince Miller averaged 21.2 yards per 
punt return — including a 92-yard score against 
Alabama — but he didn’t have enough returns to 
qualify as the SEC leader. 
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SEC’S THE BEST 
THIS DECADE... 


AND HERE'S THE PROOF 


By Michael DiRocco 


The debate rages endlessly: Which conference is the best? 

The answer is the SEC — at least over the past nine years, anyway, when 
the league has been downright dominant. 

Check out the cold, hard facts, from 2000-2008: 


¢ Four national champions: LSU 2003 and 2007, Florida 2006 and 2008. 
¢ One Heisman Trophy winner (Tim Tebow in 2007, and four runner-ups). 
© 66 first-round NFL Draft picks. 


© 12 top five picks (including No. 1 selections Eli Manning in 2004, 
JaMarcus Russell in 2007 and Matthew Stafford in 2009). 


But in the SEC, this decade has been about more than numbers. Here are 
some of the highlights and lowlights: 


Two of the league's best coaches (Steve Spurrier and Nick Saban) left 
for the NFL. 


But then, after finding the NFL a different beast, they returned to the 
SEC at different schools and were welcomed with huge contracts. 


Arkansas fans turned on Houston Nutt, and his final seasons in 
Fayetteville played out like an afternoon soap opera. 


Yet, his Wildcat formation lifted off at Arkansas — and then took off 
for the NFL. 


Mississippi State became the first school in league history to hire 
a black head coach, Sylvester Croom. 


But even after Croom led the Bulldogs to the Liberty Bowl in 2007, 
when he was named the league’s Coach of the Year, he was fired just 
a year later at the end of a 4-8 season. 


> Florida's Tim Tebow became the face of college football. 


Eighty-five victories in 10 years weren‘t enough to avoid an ugly end to 
Tommy Tuberville’s tenure at Auburn. 


The decade isn’t over yet, though, and there's plenty to look forward to in 2009. 

Florida is the favorite to win the national championship — it would be the 
Gators’ third in four seasons.— something that has been done in the past 
half-century only by Tom Osborne's Nebraska Cornhuskers in the 1990s 
(1994-95, ‘97). 

Might the next great league rivalry be Urban Meyer-led Florida vs. Nick 
Saban-led Alabama? The Crimson Tide could take control of the Western 
Division. 

Will first-year Tennessee coach Lane Kiffin back up his brash talk and/or 
learn to think before he speaks? 

With the future in mind, here’s a look back ... 
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PROGRAM OF THE DECADE 

LSU and Florida each have won two 
national titles and three SEC titles in the 
decade, but the Tigers get the nod 
because their “off years” have been a lit- 
tle better. 

Nick Saban arrived in 2000 and instant- 
ly turned the Tigers into one of the 
league's elite teams. LSU won the SEC 
title in his second season and two years 
later won the school’s first national title 
since 1958. Even after Saban’s departure 
for the NFL, the Tigers remained at the 
same level under Les Miles and won the 
2007 national title. 

The Tigers (90-27) are 4-0 in BCS bowl 
games and 7-2 overall in postseason 
games. They have always won at least five 
conference games and eight games overall. 

Florida is 87-29 in the decade (4-5 in 
bowl games), but lost coaching legend — 
Steve Spurrier and then struggled under 
replacement Ron Zook (22-14), before re- 
emerging as a national power under 
Urban Meyer. 

Interestingly, Georgia is tied with 
LSU for the most overall victories (90) 
and has the most 10-win seasons (six), 
but is still trying to getto college foot- 
ball’s summit. 


TEAM OF THE DECADE 

In picking the SEC’s best team of the 
past decade, it’s logical to choose the one 
with the best defense. 

That honor goes to Florida's 2008 nation- 
al champions — even though it was the 
Gators’ offense that made the difference. 

UF's defense was monstrous all season, 
limiting teams to just 58 first-half points 
and intercepting a school-record 26 pass- 
es. It was the reason the Gators beat 
Oklahoma 24-14 in the BCS National 
Championship Game. 

The Sooners had scored a Football Bowl 
Subdivision-record 702 points (54.0 per 
game), but they managed just two touch- 
downs against the Gators. Florida also 
made a pair of goal-line stands — an 
interception and a stop on fourth down. 

But the Gators’ offense was even more 
impressive. UF scored an SEC-record 611 
points and was the first team to score 
at least 42 points in seven consecutive 
SEC games. 

UF edged out LSU’s 2003 squad, which 
had an equally impressive defense in its 
title game victory over Oklahoma. The 
Tigers, though, were not as explosive on 
offense. Likewise, UF’s 2006 team was a 
stronger pure defense, but the offense 
was pedestrian compared to 2008. 
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OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 
Tim Tebow, QB, Florida (2006-2009) 

Tebow was the first sophomore to win 
the Heisman Trophy, thanks to being the 
first player in FBS history to rush and 
pass for at least 20 touchdowns in a sin- 
gle season (2007). 

The left-hander already owns three sin- 
gle-season SEC records and 14 game, sin- 
gle-season or career UF records. He's just 
six rushing touchdowns shy of tying 
Herschel Walker's career record (49). 

He is 22-5 as a starter and was named 
the Most Outstanding Player in Florida’s 
title-game victory over Oklahoma. 


DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE DECADE 
David Pollack, DE, Georgia (2001-04) 

Pollack was a three-time first-team All- 
American and his 36 sacks, a Georgia 
record, rank fourth all-time in league his- 
tory. In 2004, he became the school’s most 
decorated defensive player ever by winning 
the Lombardi (top lineman), Bednarik (top 
defensive player) and Hendricks (top 
defensive end) awards as well as the Lott 
Trophy (top impact defensive player). 

He'll also be remembered for sacking 
South Carolina quarterback Corey Jenkins 
in the end zone, stripping the ball from 
Jenkins’ grasp on the way to the ground, 
and grabbing it to score a touchdown. 


COACH OF THE DECADE 

Urban Meyer arrived at Florida in 2005 
after leading Utah to an undefeated sea- 
son, and the expectations were pretty 
high. Boy, has he delivered. 

‘How about two SEC and national cham- 
pionships (2006 and 2008), the first 
sophomore to win the Heisman Trophy 
(Tim Tebow in 2007), and an 11-1 record 
against the Gators’ three biggest rivals 
(Florida State, Tennessee and Georgia)? 


GAME OF THE DECADE 

The biggest was the last conference 
game played, the 2008 SEC Championship 
game. It was the first time SEC teams 
ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in the AP poll have 
played each other, and No. 2 Florida pre- 
vailed 31-20 over top-ranked Alabama. 

The Gators won the game in the fourth 
quarter, outscoring the Crimson Tide 14-0, out- 
gaining them 126-6, and controlling the ball 
for 11:55. UF made two big plays that stopped 
‘Bama's two possessions in the final quarter. 

Defensive Jermaine Cunningham sacked 
John Parker Wilson on third down to 
force a punt, and he then combined with 
linebacker Brandon Spikes to force Wilson 
into a bad throw that Joe Haden inter- 
cepted with 1:39 to play. 


kd — : 
QB Tim Tebow, Florida (2006 
RB Darren McFadden, A 


DB Fred Smoot, Mississippi St 
DB Eric Berry, Tennessee ( 
DB Keiwan Ratliff, Florida 
P Greg Pakulak, Kentucky 
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UT COACH KNOWS HOW 
TO ATTRACT ATTENTION 


an So mie j * 


f you've come here to read how 
Tennessee's new coach is going to yap 
his way out of a job he has barely start- 
ed, it ain't happening. 

If you think college football's youngest, 
certainly most cocksure coach has kicked off 
his career going negative, well, you're right. 

There have been at least three secondary 
NCAA violations. He called out Florida — 
twice. Maybe insulted the entire state of South 
Carolina. Ticked off the SEC. In the process, he 
has made Al Davis look practically lucid. 

All that without even ... you know, actu- 
ally coaching a college game, No one is that 
dumb, are they? 

“Lane Kiffin understood it right away,” 
recruiting analyst Tom Lemming said. 

“T guarantee Tennessee is going to he fight- 
ing for the title. Two or three years they're 
going to be right back up there. Not because 
of coaching, because of recruiting. These guys 
are everywhere, they're relentless,” 

You know, now, that Kiffin gets it. We're 
all being played. The networks. The writers. 
The players. Gator Nation. Even Vol Nation. 

You either get it along with him or you're 
missing the biggest college football story of 
2009. Embrace the Smirk. 

Kiffin, 34, has chosen to come into the 
college head coaching profession by whip- 
ping out a scalpel and making an incision. 
You're either Lane or Lane Bait. 

This is Marketing 101. Kiffin knows fult 
well there is no such thing as bad publicity, 
especially when top recruits had begun to 
ignore the school. It's become clear the 
Gators are obsessed with this new phenome- 
non in their craw. 

Hate is a wonderful thing, especially 
when it can be tumed against you. 

You should remember Kiffin's false signing 
day claims that Urban Meyer “cheated” to 
get recruit Nu’Keese Richardson. You remem- 
ber Florida athletic director Jeremy Foley 
and the SEC freaking out. You also remember 
Kiffin’s apology by the end of the same day. 

Hee-hee. It seems like the joke is on 
everybody else. Shortly before his press 
conference kicking off spring practice, 
someone showed Kiffin a cell phone picture 
of one of his famous quotes now hanging in 
the Gators’ new Heavener Football Complex. 

“Tm really looking forward to embracing 
‘some of the great traditions at the 
University of Tennessee,” Kiffin said the day 
he was hired. “For instance the Vol Walk, 
running through the T, singing Rocky Top 
all night long after we beat Florida next 
year. It will be a blast.” 

Glancing at the phone picture, the coach 
smiled and said, “Beautiful. Awesome, 
Wonderful. They even put our logo on it. Free 
advertising and we didn’t have to pay for it.” 
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Never mind that Ohio State's mild- 
nered Jim Tressel basically did the same 
thing, calling out Michigan at halftime of 
a basketball game after he was hired. That 


was cute. Different conference. Different 
time. This is the SEC. 

The Gator message boards are filled with 
Lame Kiffin bombast. The columnists have 
bit on the worm. How dare a coach who 
failed in the NEL and hasn't coached a col- 
lege game for a school that hasn't won 
squat since 1998 taunt th e defending 
national champs!?” 


They still don’t get it. Kiffin wants you to 
hate him. Or love him, it doesn’t matter, Just 
talk about him. Show his mug on television. 
Get “Tennessee” or “Vols” in the headline, 

“The best way to do it is to get our col- 
ors, our helmet in Sports Illustrated, in USA 
Today,” Kiffin said, “because this isn’t the 
NFL. This is about recruiting. Every fresh- 
man, every sophomore, every junior in 
America saw Tennessee over these last cou- 
ple of weeks. They're seeing the T’ again; 
they're seeing the colors.” 

Kiffin gets it because he understands that 
in the SEC unless you get players, every- 
thing else is fluff. 

First, he got the best coaches he could find 


talking about Tennessee. When they did 
mention the Vols in mixed company, it was 
about what went wrong in a 5-7 season 
that cost Phillip Fulmer his job. That and 
how God-awful it was to watch a unit that 
was fifth-worst nationally in total offense. 
Kiffin sold the fact that he called plays 
for back-to-back Pac-10 champions in 2005- 


06 and helped Reggie Bush win a Heisman. 


The disastrous dalliance with the Raiders? 
Kiffin looks at it as though he couldn't lose. 
The Raiders were hormble when he got 
there. If he turned it around, he was a mir- 
acle worker. If he didn’t, it was just more of 

Davis’ incompetence. 

For a while at UT, it looked like whenever 
Kiffin opened his mouth, Oakland's Crypt 
Keeper gained credibility. But by mid-March, 
after only 3 1/2 months on the job, Kiffin 
snagged No. 1 recruit Bryce Brown out of 
Wichita. Another brick in the recniiting wall. 

“T love Tennessee and Coach Kiffin,” 
Brown told reporters. “He doesn’t back 
down,” 

“T told him, in this state it's Dolly Parton, 
Elvis and you,” athletic director Mike 
Hamilton said of his coach. “Not necessarily 
in that order.” 

Said All-American defensive back Eric 


“LIKE | TOLD HIM, I" M GOING TO RIDE WITH HIM 


UNTIL THE WHEELS FALL OFF ..., 


(and buy). His 69-year-old dad, Monte, made 
a monumental move from Tampa Bay back to 
college to become the defensive coordinator. 

Lane still crows about tipping master 
recruiter Lance Thompson from Alabama. 
Offensive coordinator Jim. Chaney i is the 
answer to the question: Who was Drew 
Brees’ OC at Purdue?” 

Brother-in-law David Reaves came from 
South Carolina, a blow to the Ol’ Ball Coach. 
Kiffin reportedly tried to snag Florida 
receivers coach Billy Gonzales while the 
Gators were preparing for the national 
championship game. Georgia's Rodney 
Garner apparently turned dawnt a $400,000- 
per-year offer. 

The staff, including Lane, makes a com- 
bined $5.25 million — huge money but also 
in line with the goal to get this thing 
tumed around: Get the coaches, recruit like 
hell, and resurrect UT. While you're at it, let 
everyone know you're coming. 

“You better keep up or you show up like 
a sore thumb,” Chaney said of his 5:15 
a.m.-to-9 p.m. work days. “We want high 
energy. We are passionate. It's not manufac- 
tured; it's real.” 


" BERRY SAID. 


Berry: “Whatever it is, I feel like this staff 
has it.” 

As USC's recruiting coordinator, Kiffin 
went head-to-head with SEC schools bring- 
ing prizes back to the West Coast. Kiffin 
came right into Nashville a few years ago 


“and snatched up prized receiver Patrick 


Tumer. Think that left a mark in Knoxville? 

“It's contagious,” Berry said. “You wake 
up at five in the moming and see (defen- 
Sive line coach Ed Orgeron) in his office 
drinking Red Bull and coffee. We don’t have 
a choice but to be excited.” 

Apathetic was never a word associated 
with Neyland Stadium. But there they were 
last season: Empty seats. A glorious empire 
in decline, 

Drastic times call for drastic measures, 
Coach Drastic Measures — at least when it 
comes to attracting attention. 

"Like I told him, I’m going to ride with 
him until the wheels fall off,” Berry said. 

"T feel like he's one of my cousins who 
happens to be a little older than me. ... He 
called out Florida, so we have to make sure 
we do everything we need to in the offsea- 
son to make his words come true.” 


Dennis Dodd is a senior writer for CBSSports.com. 
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Snead Gets the Key 
TOIDRIMEORE 


By David Brandt 


Less than an hour after Ole Miss sophomore Jevan Snead threw for 
292 yards and three touchdowns in the Rebels’ 47-34 victory over Texas 
Tech in the Cotton Bowl, offensive coordinator Kent Austin was asked 
what it would be like having Snead back to lead the offense for two 
more years. 

The subsequent grin nearly cracked his face in half. 

“Tm scribbling plays in my head constantly,” he said. “Jevan‘s got all 
the physical tools. He cares. He's smart. A coach’s dream. We're 
going to get to really open things up over the next few years.” 

Less than four months later, at the Ole Miss spring 
game, there was a hopeful glimpse of things to come as 
Snead completed 11 of 15 passes for 254 yards and two 
touchdowns. Several of the long pass completions drew 
appreciative gasps from the 28,357 in attendance. 

“A lot of that has to do with my experience and 
being in the offense a year,” Snead said. “It’s easy to 
be comfortable out there when you've got great ath- 
letes around you.” 

Said Austin: “Jevan’s only getting better. When he’s 
out there, I don’t want him thinking about things. 

I want him to know the offense so well that it’s second 
nature and he just plays. We're getting close to that now.” 

And if Snead took a little while to completely learn 
the offense, it’s hard to blame him. 

Consider: This is the first time in four years that 
Snead hasn't had to learn an entirely new system. 

He went from high school to Texas in 2006, then 
transferred to Ole Miss and learned former coach Ed 
Orgeron‘s offense in 2007 during his redshirt season. 
Then Orgeron was fired and in came coach Houston 
Nutt and Kent Austin in 2008. 

Snead did well during his first season learning 
from Nutt and Austin, as evidenced by his 2,762 pass- 
ing yards, 26 touchdowns, and only 13 interceptions. 
During the Rebels’ six-game winning streak to end the 
season, he passed for 16 touchdowns and just three interceptions. 

There's little doubt familiarity will only breed more success. 

Coming into the season, there's also little doubt that Snead is the best pure 
pocket passer in the Southeastern Conference. In terms of junior quarterbacks, 
only Oklahoma's Heisman-winning Sam Bradford is held in higher esteem by NFL 
draft analysts. 

“He can make all the throws,” Nutt said. “The ones that can win you a ball- 
game. You love his confidence. He’s a winner.” 

Snead, who is from Stephenville, Texas, has fit well in Oxford, with a relaxed 
drawl that belies a healthy confidence in this right arm. His “aw-shucks” persona 
hasn't kept him from playing his best in big games on national television. 

Even on his off days, Snead is usually better than the average quarterback. But 
if he’s feeling just right, this gunslinger can get hot. 
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“Gotta have those hands up, ‘cause 
Jevan will find you,” said Dexter 
McCluster, a senior receiver. “When he’s 
feeling good, there's not a throw on 
the field he can’t make. That's when it 
gets to be a lot of fun on the football 
field. He’s not afraid of the spotlight.” 

And that’s a good trait to have, espe- 
cially considering the Rebels go into 

the season with arguably the highest 
expectations in a generation. Not even 
the Eli Manning-led 2003 squad project- 
ed in the preseason as a serious con- 
tender for the SEC West Division title, 
which this team is. 

As teams start gunning for Ole 
Miss, Austin said he plans to give 
Snead more freedom to control 
what's going on in the huddle 
and at the line of scrimmage. 
The offensive coordinator 
was hesitant to give his 
quarterback that responsi- 
bility last season, just 
because it would add an 
extra burden. Now, 

Austin feels the 
quarterback has 

earned it. 

“There were a 
couple times 
late last year 

where you could 

tell he was really 
starting to get it,” 
Austin said. “The LSU game 
is the one that really sticks in 
my mind.” 

In that game, Ole Miss had a 21-13 
lead in the third quarter and was 
driving down the field in Death 
Valley. A run play had been 
called, but Snead perused the 
defense, stepped back, and 
checked into a passing play. 

What resulted was a 39-yard 
completion to receiver Lionel 
Breaux that set up a touch- 
down to put the game out of 

reach, 

“That play,” Austin said, 
“opened up everyone's eyes 
a little.” 

Even though the Ole Miss 
coaches are bullish about 
Snead’s future, there are a 
few things they'd like to 
correct before the season. 
He still has mechanical 
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issues, especially in his footwork, that 
cause the ball to occasionally dive into 
the ground or sail over receivers’ heads. 

His 56.3 completion percentage last 
season needs to be better, Nutt says he 
would like to see that up around the 
60-62 percent range. 

“You can’t let one bad play feed into 
another,” Nutt said. “As a quarterback, 
the most important trait is a short mem- 
ory. Jevan’s getting better with that, 
but he cares so much he sometimes has 
a hard time letting a play go.” 

Those issues aside, the days since the 
Cotton Bowl have been used to figure 
out a way to make the offense even 
more dynamic. Nutt made waves when 
he broke out the “Wild Rebel” formation 
last season, which featured McCluster 
under center and Snead at receiver. 

Snead caught two passes for 42 
yards, though fans and coaches cringed 
when the quarterback refused to get 
out of bounds and absorbed a hard hit. 
Nutt lectured him each time, but didn’t 
think the message got through. 

“Sometimes,” Nutt said, “I wish 
Jevan wasn't quite so competitive.” 

While Ole Miss will endeavor to pro- 
tect the star quarterback, it won't be 
afraid to try just about anything. 


GAME BY GAME 


Instead of scribbling plays in his head, 
Austin is now putting pen to paper and 
playing mad scientist during practices. 

So what will be the result? 

“Even I'm not exactly sure,” Snead 
said. “Sometimes Coach Austin puts 
plays up on the marker board that just 
look awesome. If we can even get a few 
of them into the playbook, we're going 
to be a pretty dangerous offense.” 


Jevan Snead started all 13 games in his first season at Ole Miss. Note the 
touchdown-to-interception ratio of 16-3 in the Rebels’ six-game yriany, 
streak to end the season. Here are his game-by-game results: 


Result 
W, 41-24. 
L, 28-30 
W, 34-10 
L, 17-23 
W, 31-30 


Opponent 
Memphis 
Wake Forest 
Samford 
Vanderbilt 


Florida 


Comp 


Att Yds 
22.185 
Blanes 
24 222 
25 ‘184 
20-185 


=f 
Oj/ORINIg 


South Carolina 


L, 24-31 


Alabama - 

Arkansas 

Auburn 

La.-Monroe W, 59-0 


’ 32.243 
192 
209 
140 
170 


LSU W, 31-13 
Mississippi State W, 45-0 


274 
213 


Texas Tech W, 47-34 
TOTALS 
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292 
2,762 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim McElwain 


AT A GLANCE 


| 12-2 overall, 8-0 SEC (1st, West) 


‘Nick Saban — At Alabama: 19-8, 2 years; 
overall: 110-50-1, 13 years 


RETURNING STAR TERS 
15; 4 offense, 9 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


"WR Julio Jones, NT Terrence Cody, 
LB Rolando McClain, LB Dont’a Hightower, 
DB/KR Javier Arenas, RB Mark Ingram 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Defense. The front seven on defense is 
experienced, while the second unit has 
more raw talent. Terrence Cody is an 
immovable force, Rolando McClain is 

‘a potential All-American, and Dont’a 
‘Hightower can do whatever is asked. 

' cou be an even better defensive 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


terback. The Tide struggled last year in ~ 
games without starting LT Andre Smith a 
C Antoine Caldwell. Both players are gone; 
replacing them won't be easy. And if 
QB Greg Netty goes down, the offense 
wi be scaled back ciel fey 


LT Andre Smith, C Antoine Caldwell, 
RB Glen soe s Raking a EEDEOE® } 


After back- to-back recruiting aes that 
ranked at or near the top in the country, 


this team is deeper than ever. The schedule _ 


if favorable. If a strong running game - 
‘emerges, Alabama could do exactly what it 
did last year — except this time, everyone 
will be looking for the Tide, so there won't 
‘bea any sneaking up on opponents. 
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‘Two - the offensive line and depth at ‘quar- 


and 


ALABAMA 


CRIMSON TIDE | . 


' For more coverage of the Crimson Tide, visit alabama.rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirby Smart 


STADIUM: Bryant-Denny: 92,138 


Defense Strong Enough to Carry Around a Big Target 


H= does Alabama top a 12-0 regular 
season? 

Don’t even say it. Coach Nick Saban 
knows what you are thinking, because 
it's what Alabama fans always think. But 
its not what Saban wants fans thinking, 
much less talking about. 

“Yd like to tell our fans this — anything 
we did last year does nothing but put a 
target on our back for what this team 
needs to get prepared for,” Saban said. 

“Because I doubt if, before last season, 
anybody had Alabama as one of the teams 
they needed to beat to win the (SEC) 
West or the SEC or whatever. And | think 
everyone will have Alabama as the team to 
beat this year.” 

As they should. 

The Tide returns 15 starters, including 
nine from a defense that was one of the 
nation’s finest last season — third in total 
defense, second in rushing defense, sev- 
enth in scoring defense. As for those areas 
where Saban has to replace lost starters, 
he can draw on back-to-back recruiting 
classes that were ranked among the top 
two or three in the nation. 

Of course, replacing a special player 
like left tackle Andre Smith or the school’s 
all-time leading passing quarterback, John 
Parker Wilson, won't be easy. 

But it keeps coming back to defense. 

Mammoth nose tackle Terrence 
“Mount” Cody (6-5, 365 pounds) was 
projected as a potential first-round NFL 
draft pick if he'd come out after last sea- 
son, but he chose to try to slim down a 
bit — if 350 pounds can be considered 
“slim” — in order to prove he could be an 
every-down player. 

Behind him is two-year starter Rolando 
McClain at linebacker, a Butkus Award fi- 
nalist who has started almost from the day 
he stepped on Alabama's campus. 

The defense is so deep, some teams in 


the SEC might take the Tide’s second unit 
over their starting 11. 

So expect Alabama to use much of 
the same formula as a year ago, when it 
led the league in time of possession and 
most scoring drives of longer than five 
minutes. 

While so much of college football 
has become about controlling tempo by 
speeding the game up, Alabama slows 
things down, eats up clock, and frustrates 
the fast-paced spread offenses that want to 
cover long distances in a hurry. 

Even Saban, at the end of spring prac- 
tice, was prompted to say, “We can be 
an outstanding team. I’m not worried 
about the talent level on offense. I’m 
not worried about the talent level on 
defense. (The question is) how bad do 
you want it?” 

That’s Saban’s philosophy in a nutshell. 
It’s not about results; it’s about the process. 
If these players improve as much week to 
week as last year’s team did, they'll wear 
that target that on their back all season. 


OFFENSE 


Greg McElroy waited and watched 
for three years as John Parker Wilson set 
practically every school passing record. 
That patience appears to be paying off, 
as the junior from Dallas clearly emerged 
from spring practice as the starting quar- 
terback. 

The 6-2, 220-pounder is not as big as 
Wilson or as physical, and he doesn’t have 
the arm strength, but he knows how to 
manage the game and might have better 
touch on the deep ball. 

That will come in handy, since he'll have 
better weapons to throw to in a receiving 
corps that includes Julio Jones, Marquis 
Maze, Darius Hanks, Mike McCoy and 
tight end Colin Peek. 

Jones will be the primary receiver. He 
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Photo by R.D. Moore 


| 4a 
Rolando McClain 


is a big-body pass catcher who is un- 
afraid to go across the middle, and he 
has the speed to turn a short route into 
a long gain. Some of the pressure will 
be taken off him because of the pres- 
ence of Maze, the fastest player on the 
team who can be the deep threat that 
keeps opposing defenses from focusing 
too much on Jones. 

But it’s not as if Saban is suddenly go- 
ing to turn this into a pass-happy offense. 
He'd like to establish the same kind of 
ball-control offense he had a year ago. 

To do that, he needs incoming fresh- 
man Trent Richardson, one of the most 
sought-after backs in the country, to step 
into the role held by last year’s leading 
rusher, Glen Coffee. Mark Ingram, who 
set a freshman record with 12 rushing 
touchdowns last year, could also be the 
team’s No. 1 back. 

Replacing a veteran line is the team’s 
biggest question mark. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Greg McElroy Jr. Think former LSU QB Matt Mauck. Thomas Darrah, So. 
RB Mark Ingram So. Scored school record 12 TDs as a freshman. Trent Richardson, Fr. 
WR Julio Jones* So. __ Big-time receiver with game-breaking talent. Kendall Kelly, Fr. 

WR Marquis Maze So. _ Perfect deep complement to Jones. Mike McCoy, Sr.* 
WR Darius Hanks Jt. Solid slot receiver that QB McElroy trusts. Kenny Bell, Fr. 

TE Colin Peek Sr. Transfer from Georgia Tech. Brad Smelley, So. 
LT. DJ. Fluker Fr. True freshman who could be next Andre Smith. dames Carpenter, Jr. 
LG Mike Johnson* Sr. _ Started at tackle in place of Smith last year. Brian Motley, Jr. 

C William Viachos Jr Highly recruited, just biding his time. David Ross, Jr. 

RG John Michael Boswell So. _ Could be pushed by Warmack. Chance Warmack, Fr. 
RT _ Drew Davis" Sr.___ Returning starter, solid SEC right tackle. Tyler Love, So. 

K Leigh Tiffin® Sr. Candidate for Lou Groza award. Corey Smith, So. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


YR. COMMENT 
DE — Brandon Deaderick* Sr__Had four sacks, 5.5 tackles for loss, last year. Kerry Murphy, Fr. 


POS 


STARTER 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


NT Terrence Cody* Sr. Consensus All-American as a junior. Josh Chapman, So 
DE Lorenzo Washington Sr. __ Can play inside or outside on line. Marcell Dareus, So, 
LB Cory Reamer* Sr. __ Iron man who emerged as team leader. Jerrell Harris, So. 
LB Rolando McClain* Jr Potential NFL first-round draft pick. Nico Johnson, Fr. 

LB _Dont’a Hightower” So. Will move to DE in pass-rush situations. Chris Jordan, So. 
LB Brandon Fanney” Sr. Had 66 tackles, four QB hurries, in 2008. Courtney Upshaw So. 
CB Javier Arenas* Sr. __ All-SEC corner and dangerous return man. Dre Kirkpatrick, Fr. 
CB Kareem Jackson* Jr. Team's most experieticed defensive back. Alonzo Lawrence, Fr. 
SS Justin Woodall” Sr. Solid veteran who loves to hit. Mark Barron, So. 
FS Robby Green So. __ Surprise of the spring to replace Rashad Johnson. Ali Sharrief, St. 

P P.J. Fitzgerald* Sr. Four-year starter as punter. Heath Thomas, Sr. 


*Returning Starter 


All-American left tackle Andre Smith 
is gone. Junior college transfer James 
Carpenter emerged as the frontrunner in 
the spring, although huge freshman D.J. 
Fluker (6-7, 350) could step in imme- 
diately the way Smith did as a freshman 
three years ago. 

Offensive line coach Joe Pendry likes 
junior William Vlachos as the starting 
center, replacing Antoine Caldwell, with 
the responsibility of identifying defenses 
and calling blocking adjustments. 

How critical is the offensive line? Last 
year, the team had its two worst offen- 
sive outings in the games Smith missed 
— the Sugar Bowl against Utah and the 
early season Tulane game. Alabama will 
have better skill-position players than 
a year ago, but they might not have 
a chance to shine if the line does not 
come through. 

Another concern is the depth at 
quarterback. Star Jackson is physically 


talented, but he ran a spread offense in 
high school and just doesn’t look com- 
fortable in a more traditional, pro-style 
offense. The other option is walk-on 
Thomas Darrah, who is tall and gan- 
gly, but might have a stronger arm than 


McElroy. 


DEFENSE 


In the spring game, the first-team de- 
fense was burned for a 52-yard pass from 
quarterback Greg McElroy to wide receiv- 
er Julio Jones. 

It was just enough to give Saban and 
defensive coordinator Kirby Smart — both 
secondary coaches —a reason to be unhap- 
py with the defense. Otherwise, this unit 
could get swelled heads from hearing how 
it might become the equal of some of the 
best defenses ever at Alabama. 

Anchored by two potential first-round 
NFL Draft choices in nose tackle Terrence 


Cody and linebacker Rolando McClain, 
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fr, Ase] Physically, Richardson is as put together as any run- P 
a: pee | Ning back you will see at the high school level. He bad HTN GAthiG tearinine orc Been st 
} runs with tremendous power, and he has deceptive f P YES: 4 
5 : : and there aren't any glaring needs. That 

Cc } ¥ speed and quickness. Richardson will have to learn to said, the Crimson Tide would love to 
oO pick up the blitz. He has a chance to impact continue to land more playmakers at 
= Alabama's offense as Mark Ingram did in 2008. Wide receiver: Nick/Saban‘and his staff 
te CB Dre Kirkpatrick also will look to the 2010 class to reforti- 
=) Kirkpatrick was the nation’s top-rated cornerback pros- Hythe Scone. 
in pect. He has great size (6-2,180 pounds) and even bet- Total Stars 
& ter ball skills. Kirkpatrick should at least make an National Rank: 1 
Ly impact in nickel situations or even play some safety 
= this season. 
G 
3 OT James Carpenter rey | OL Chance Warmack 
Ly Carpenter is a junior college transfer who had a great & Us iS recs erenEN lineman ne cee 
= spring practice at Alabama. Carpenter has ideal size for 4} SBE MEME EU METL SU SS SIE A SUMS 
m the position and good athletic ability mR aetilasles He graduated early and looked good in 
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By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 
Pos Stars HO OWI 


Jonathan Atchison 1B OOO 63 216 GA Douglass 
Rated as the No. 37 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
outside linebacker...Recorded 125 tackles with 13 tackles for loss and seven sacks as 
a senior. 


Hometown Ht =oWt Hometown School 


William Ming DE GoOOoOo 6-4 265 Athens, AL Athens 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 strongside defensive end. 


Brandon Moore = OO606 6&4 313 Montgomery, AL Carver 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
offensive tackle. 


Kenny Bell WR OOOO 6&1 160 Rayville, LA Rayville 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
wide receiver...Switched from LSU to Alabama on National Signing Day. 


Chris Bonds Tt ooo 64 262 Columbia, SC Richland Northeast 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 46 defensive tackle...Chose Alabama over Notre Dame. 


MichaelBowman WR GOOG 64 206 


Kevin Norwood WR OOOO 6-3 180 —_D'therville, MS D'lerville 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 22 wide receiver...Caught 13 touchdown passes as a senior. 


DE OOG 64 260 — Harvest, AL Sparkman 


l é Rossville, GA Ridgeland 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 20 wide receiver. 


James Carpenter OL GCOOOG 65 305 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville €.C. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 32 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Enrolled at 
Alabama in January. 


Quinton Dial TT ooo6 65 308 Pinson, AL Clay 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
defensive tackle...Had 87 tackles with eight sacks as a senior. 


DJ. Fluker oh oOoCoCoOo 67 30 Foley,AL Foley 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 offensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American. 


Nico Johnson Bb OOOCS 63 Andalusia, AL Andalusia 
Rivals100 selection... Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 outside linebacker. ..U.S. Army All-American. 


Kendall Kelly WR OGOO 64 210 Gadsden, AL Gadsden City 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 26 wide receiver...U.S. Army All-American. 


Dre 1B OOGOOS 62 18 AL Gadsden City 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 cornerback...U.S. Army All-American. 


Eddie Lacy RB OOOS 4 Dutchtown 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Louisiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 running back. 


5-11 210 — Geismar, LA 


Mike Marrow ooo 6-2 240 OH Central Catholic 
Rated as the No. 55 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 15 
fullback. ..Father, Vince, played eight seasons in the NFL. 


Be 6o00 6-4 189 Mobile, AL St Paul's 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Alabama. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 pro-style quarterback...U.S. Army All-American. 


Darius McKeller o ooo 280 —_ Jonesboro, GA Jonesboro 
Rated as the No. 47 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 58 
offensive tackle...Son of former Buffalo Bills tight end Keith McKeller. 


Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 23 
strongside defensive end...Recorded 64 tackles with 11 sacks as a senior. 


Tana Patrick iB ooOoo 6-3 215 — Stevenson, AL North Jackson 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Alabama...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 inside linebacker...U.S. Army All-American. 


TrentRicharison RB OOOOO 511 210 — Pensacola,FL Escambia 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 running back...Had 419 rushing yards in one game as a senior. 


Sentinore DT OOGO 63 265 Destrehan 


Darrington r _ Destrehan, LA r 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Louisiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 defensive tackle. 


Petey Smith 1B OOO 6-0 Seffner, FL Armwood 
Rated as the No. 63 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 32 
inside linebacker...Armwood High School's all-time leading tackler. 


Anthony Steen ul ooo 6-4 297 — Clarksdale, MS Lee Academy 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 26 offensive guard. 


Ed Stinson DE OOOO 64 Homestead, FL South Dade 
Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 15 
weakside defensive end...Chose Alabama over LSU. 


Chance Wamack OL OOO 6-2 329 Atlanta, GA Westlake 
Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 20 
offensive guard...Enrolled at Alabama in January. 


Kellen Williams ob ooo 6-3 295 — Sneliville, Brookwood 
Rated as the No. 35 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
offensive guard. 


Rod Woodson DB OOOO 511 200 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 safety...Recorded 95 tackles as a senior. 
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CRIMSON TIDE SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


82_ Earl Alexander 
32_Eryk Anders 
28 Javier Arenas 
48 Alex Baker 


Pos. Ht. 


Wt Cl. 


WR 64 216 Jr 
(Bo 6-2 227 Sr. 
DB 5-9 198 Sr. 


1B 6-2 220 So, 


Hometown 


Phenix City 
San Antonio, TX 


__ Birmingham 


No. Name 


36 Chris Jordan 


6-2 220 So. 


Hometown 


Brentwood, TN 


10 J.B. Kearn 6-1 


216 Sr. Dove Canyon, CA 


43 Sam Keams 5-6 


156 So, Mobile 


20 Tyrone King DB 5-11 


22 TJ, Ballou 


WR 5-11 180 Jr 


__ Meridian, MS 


35 Charlie Kirschman LB 6-3 


4 Mark Barron 


DB 6-2 215 So. 


Mobile 


20 Law! DB 6-1 


59 Alex Benson 


iB OG-1 


210) Sr 


Trussville 


94 Undra Billingsley 
32_ David Blalock 


OL 6-3 275 Fr. 
OL 6-5 221 So. 


‘Birmingham 
Charlotte, NC 


15 Alonzo Lawrence 
LB 62. 


56 CalvinLee 
DB 


37_ Robert Lester 


6-2 210 Fr. 


198 Sr. Birmingham 


230 Jr. St. Augus 
190 Fr 


215 So. 


_ Lucedale, MS 
Chapin, SC 
___ Foley 


72_ Tyler Love 


~ Mountain Brook 


67 _John Michael Boswell 
Drew Bullard 

B TyBurt 
Evan Cardwell 
James Carpenter 
_ Josh Chapman 
Terrence Cody 
Marcell Dareus 

16 _ Thomas Darrah 
Drew Davis 
96 Luther Davis 

95 Brandon Deaderick — 

40 DeMarcus DeBose 

51 Michael DeJohn 

85 Preston Dial _ 

13 Rob Ezell 

98 Brandon Fanney 

97_ PJ. Fitzgerald 

77 Adam Fuller 

95 Colin Gallagher 

58 Nick Gentry 

11_ Brandon Gibson 

6 Demetrius Goode 

29° Terry Grant 

33 Hampton Gray 

23 Robby Green 

34 _Jeramie Griffin 

21 ‘Prince Hall 

53 Daren Hallman 

15 Darius Hanks © 

54 Glenn Harbin 

5 — Jerrell Harris 

42 _ Jennings Hester 

45 Charlie Higgenbotham 

30 Dont'a Hightower 

18 Mark Holt 

40 Baron Huber 

22 Mark Ingram 

6 Alex Jackson 

19 “Chris Jackson 

3 Kareem ‘Jackson 

2 StarJackson 

31 Kelly Johnson 

24 Marquis Johnson 

78 Mike Johnson 

75 Barrett Jones 

8 Julio Jones _ 


_08 


DEF. LEADERS 


OL 65 300 So. 
LB 6-3 240 So. 
LB 5-10 220 So. 
OL 6-2 279 &. 


Ol 

DL 6-4 “So. 
DL 6-5 365 Sr. 
DL 6-3 280 So, 
QB 6-6 212 So. 
Ol 6-7 305 Sr. 
DL 6-3 209 Jr. 
DL 64 287 Sr. 
LB 5-11 215 So. 
1B 6-0 220 Jr 


TE 6-3 245 Jr, 


WR 5-10 170 Jr. 


__ Northport 
Florence 
Prattville 


29 Will Lowery” 
17 Tyler Maddox 
31__ Ivan Matchett 


4 Marquis Maze 


WR 5-9 


DB 5-11 
RB 5-10 215 


im 


St Augustine, FL 


_ PL Myers, FL_ 
Huffman 
Newnan, GA 
Evergreen 
West Monroe, LA 


25 Rolando McClain LB 
80 Mike McCoy 
52 _ Alfred McCullough — OL 
12 Greg McElroy 
66 BrianMotley 
64 Kerry Murphy OL 
46 Wesley Neighbors DB 


Elizabethtown, KY 


10 Morgan Ogilvie QB 6-0 


WR 6-2 205 Sr, 
6-2 292 So. 
“0B 62 220 Jr 
OL 62 289 Jr 
6-5 315 Fr. 


6-1 


1B 6-4 249 Jt 


~ Southlake, TX 


Hoover 
__ Huntsville 
Mountain Brook 


210 


185 


Montgomery 
Hoover 

__ Mobile 
Athens 


84 ColinPeek _—sCiTE 
39 Kyle Pennington DB 5-11 
68 TaylorPharr = OL 


44 Jermaine Preyor RB 5-11 


6-6 247) Sr 


__ Jacksonville, FL 


17 Jt. Chatom 


6-6 285 Jr. 


205 Fr 


1B 6-4 257 Sr. 
P 5-11 198 Sr, 
OL 61 290 So, 
PK 6-0 180 Jr. 
OL__ G1 254 So. 
WR 6-1 
RB 5-10 
RB 5-9 
DB 6-1 194 Sr, 
DB 6-0 180 So, 
RB 6-2 228 So. 
LB 5-11 235 Sr. 
SP 6-3 230 So, 
WR 6-0 172. Jt. 
DL 6-6 245 
1B 6-3 215 
1B 6-3 219 | 
1B 6-0 218 Jr 
LB 6-4 250 So. 
DB 6-0 169 Jr. 


190 So, 


190 Jr. 


So 
‘$0. 
$0. 


_RBITE 6-3 249 


RB 5-10 215 So. 
WR 5-9 182_ Sr 
WR 641 

DB 5-11 192 J. 


196 So. 


190_So._ 


_ Morristown, TH 
Coral Springs, FL 
Glencoe 
Atanta, GA 


Lumberton, MS 
Tuscaloosa 

New Orfeans, LA 
Batesville, MS 
Moreno Valley, CA 
Lynn Haven, FL 
Norcross, GA 
__ Mobile 

_ Gadsden 
_Atfanta, GA 
Birmingham 
Lewisburg, TN 
Muscle Shoals 


McDonough, GA 
Macon, GA 


13 Cory Reamer 

8 Chris Rogers DB 
74 David Ross _ OL 
1 BJ. Scott DB 5-11 
86 Chris Scott WR 5-11 
50 BrianSeiman SN 
26 Ali Sharrief BB 
48 “Travis Sikes ae 
65 Allen Skelton OL 
17_ Brad Smelley 
44 Corey Smith __KIP_—6-0 
92 Damion Square OL 
a1 William Strickland ‘WR 5-10 
90 Milton Talbert DL 
39 MelvinTaylor = WR “5-10 
98 Heath Thomas P 

99 Leigh Tiffin 3 
61 Carson Tinker SP 
87 Chris Underwood TE 
5 Roy Upchurch RB 


6-0 


6-2 
6-1 


6-4 


44 Jacob Vane RB 
73 William Viachos = OL 
43 AJ, Walker WR 
65 Chance Warmack — OL 


_&1 


63 195 Fr. 
1B 63 217 So, 
DB 5-11 192 Sr 


Lake Worth, FL 


__ Matthews, NC 


Sarasota, FL_ 


97 Lorenzo Washington OL 
91 AlexWatkins —s LB 


55 Chavis Williams LB 


6-3 295 Jr 


6-0 211 Sr. 
5-9 205 Sr. 


TE 6-3 218 So. 
6-2 200 Fr. 
6-3 263 Jr 


__ 63 213 Sr. 


6-3 3 F 
65 275 Sr 
6-3 225 So. 
6-4 223 Ie 


(Bo 6-4 218 Sr. 


195 Sr. Lakeland, FL 


Homewood 

__ Prichard 
_ Birmingham 
Vestavia | Hills 
Stevenson 


Nashville, TN 


Coker 
Tuscaloosa 


~ Bunker il, WV 


188 So. 
175 Sr. 


188 Jr. 


195 So. 


173 So. Tuscaloosa 


Hattiesburg, MS 
Fort Belvoir, VA 


175 Jr. 


199 Sr. Muscle Shoals 


61 230 eto. 
63 24 So, 
6-0 201 Sr 
41 Courtney Upshaw LB 6-2 230 “So. 
6-0 228 Sr. 
6-0 305 Jr. 


___ Birmingham 
Tallahassee, FL 


Oak Ridge, TN 
Birmingham 
Huntsville 

~ Atlanta, GA 
Loganville, GA 
Brownsville, TN 
= Dora 


185 Jr. 


Oo 6-6 305 Sr. 
OL 6-5 280 “So. 
WR 6-4 210 So. 


Name 
JP.Wilson 14 
G. McElroy 6 


Name 6p 
J. Jones 14 
N, Walker 14 
M. McCoy 13 


Name Gp 
G, Coffee 14 
M. Ingram = 14 
R. Upchurch 10 


&p 


_ Pensacola, FL 
Memphis, TN 


Effic 
122,27 
178.47 

No. Yds 
58 924 
32 324 
16 191 


Att 
233 
143 

58 


Gain 
1417 
743 
351 


63 David Williams OL 


89 Michael Williams TE 
27 Justin Woodall DB 


Td 
10 


Tackles: R. McClain 95, R. Johnson 89, B. Fanney 66 
Tackles for loss: R, McClain 12, B. Fanney 9, B. Greenwood 7 


Sacks; B, Greenwood 5, B. Deaderick 4, R. McClain 3 
Interceptions; R. Johnson 5, J. Woodall 4, M. Johnson 2 


63 22 Fr 
66 270 Fr 
6-2 220 Sr 


1 


_ Duncanville 
Reform 


Orford, MS 


lg Avo/6 
64 162.4 
34 «20.5 


Rankin, MS. 


Autaugaville 


Houston, TX. 


__ Montgomery 


Eufaula 


NOTEBOOK | 


Nis Saban lost two key assistants in the 
offseason — assistant head coach Kevin 
Steele and linebacker coach Lance Thompson. 

He added veteran NFL coach Sal Sunseri from 
the Carolina Panthers and linebacker coach James 
Willis from Auburn. Since defense is Saban’s 
domain, it means those guys had to get up to 
speed with how he wants things done on that side 
of the ball — and get there in a hurry. 

“They're good coaches, they're good guys, 
they've done a good job,” Saban said. 

“They're probably feeling their way a little bit 
and I think in every practice they learn a little 
more about what's expected and all the different 
drills we do. But I think it’s working out great.” 

® Players always want to know who is the 
fastest guy on the team. For the past two years, 
it was always considered to be running back 
Terry Grant. This spring, wide receiver Marquis 
Maze took down Grant in an after-practice race, 
establishing himself as the team’s fastest. 

“It was close,” Maze said. “And I’m not taking 
anything away from Terry. But I’m the fastest on 
the team now.” 

Maze also won the MVP of the spring game 
with 87 yards receiving and another 47 yards 
rushing on two carries. 

“He's a guy who can be a playmaker for us,” 
Saban said. “I'm very encouraged by the spring 
that he had.” 

* It was no record, but with ESPN televising 
the spring game, 84,050 fans came out to watch. 
It was short of the 92,000 that turned out in 
2007, but still impressive with the game on 
national cable TV. 

® Linebacker Prince Hall was suspended from 
the team indefinitely prior to spring practice, 
and linebacker Brandon Fanney was suspended 
when spring opened. Hall also had been sus- 
pended in spring 2008, which carried over into 
three games of the regular season. 

Fanney, expected to start at one outside 
linebacker spot, was reinstated during spring 
practice and should be with the team when fall 
camp opens. 

© Offensive line signee D.J. Fluker underwent 
arthroscopic surgery on his left shoulder in the 
spring. He attended the spring game with his 
arm in a sling, but is expected to make a full 
recovery. 


| © On how to beat the Tide: "You've got to make 
| them one dimensional. They're so big and physical, 
| you can't let them get started running the football. 
It probably makes it more true with their (new) 
quarterback. They'll have to run the football in 
game situations to win early. So early, I'd get after 
him (QB) until he gets game experience.” | 
© On expectations: "They'll be really good on 
defense. If they can get their offensive line to jell 
and the quarterback takes care of the football and | 
manages the game, then they'll be good. But they 
won't win the West." | 
* On defensive tackle Terrence Cody: "He's not 
| that good. It's amazing the publicity he got. If | 
you run at him, he'll make the play. He wasn't a — 
| problem for us." . 
bu - — = 
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the front seven is big, athletic and expe- 
rienced. The second unit might be even 
more athletic. 

A perfect example is sophomore Dont’a 
Hightower. He starts as an inside line- 
backer in the base 3-4 scheme but will 
drop down to defensive end as a pass 
rusher in obvious passing situations. He's 


also fast enough to get 25 yards downfield 
to cover receivers in a zone defense, where 
he picked off a pass in the spring game. 

Cody, Brandon Deaderick and Lorenzo 
Washington will start, but expect to see a 
lot of Josh Chapman, Eryk Anders, Kerry 
Murphy and Marcell Dareus. 

In the secondary, Kareem Jackson, 
Javier Arenas and Justin Woodall are 
returning starters. Mark Barron was ex- 
pected to replace last year’s leader, Ra- 
shad Johnson, but sophomore Robby 
Green emerged in the spring to challenge 
for one safety spot. 

Given how much Saban likes to go 
to nickel and dime packages, using big 
safeties to come up and stop the run, 
there should be plenty of playing time 
for the defensive backs, who might have 
their hands full holding off incoming 
freshmen Dre Kirkpatrick and Nico 
Johnson. 

Privately, Saban has compared this de- 
fensive unit to the 2003 LSU defense that 
led the way to the national championship. 
Until the question marks are answered on 
the offensive side of the ball, expect Ala- 
bama to play to its strength: defense and 
the kicking game. 

“T think defensively one of the things 
we minimized last year was giving up big 
plays,” Saban said. 

“That's something that, if you're going 
to be a big defense, you can’t give up and 
youve got to be hard to score on in the 
red zone. I think those two things have to 
be goals for our defense, moving forward 
into the fall.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Alabama's most exciting player might 
be kick returner Javier Arenas, who led 
the SEC with 650 yards in punt returns, 
returning three for touchdowns. He also 
averaged 23.6 yards per kickoff return, 
almost always assuring the Tide of good 
field position on a change of possession. 


BEST & 
™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


LB Rolando McClain 
McClain has literally 
grown up in this defense, © 
pressed into calling defen- 
sive signals as a true fresh- 
man, .,. Third-team All- 
American as a sophomore, 
with All-SEC honors and a 
Butkus Award finalist. ... 
Has played in 27 games 
with 23 starts, recording 
169 tackles, with 17 behind the line of scrim- 
mage, and four sacks. He has intercepted three 
passes. ... Projected as a first-round NFL Draft 
choice when he finishes his college career. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Julio Jones © 

To call Jones “emerging” 
might be a stretch as he 
was starting last year as a 
true freshman when he had 
58 catches for 924 yards 
and four touchdowns. ... 
Could become the focal | 
point of the offense this 
season, now that he can 
line up in different posi- 
tions and go in motion to make it more difficult 
for defenses to double-team him, ... Has the size 
(6-4, 210) to make the tough catch across the 
middle and the speed to take even the shortest 
pass a long way. ... Set every school freshman 
receiving record. ... Expected to own every 
school receiving record before he’s finished. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


True freshman could step 
right in to replace last 
year’s leading rusher, Glen 
Coffee. ... The 5-11, 220- 
pound back from Pensacola, 
Fla., was one of the most 
highly sought-after backs 
in the country. ... He aver- 
aged 9.3 yards per carry 
(2,090 yards) with 26 
touchdowns as a senior. ... Has big-back size 
and the durability to team with sophomore 
Mark Ingram the same way Ingram teamed with 
Coffee last year. 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS wees 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W. vs. Clemson (Atlanta) 34-10 
Scoring 22.9 73 Scoring 7A 64 | Scoring 30.1 35 Ww TULANE 20-6 
Rushing 123.1 75 Rushing 149.2 60 | Rushing 184.6 30 W ES ERE. not if 
Passing 212.8 45 Passing 224.5 59 | Passing 1714 96 W es Bearbiat 41.30 
Total 335.9 65 Total 373.7 75 Total 355.8 63 W KENTUCKY 17-14 
Ww OLE MISS 24-20 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK W at Tennessee 29-9 
Scoring 19.2 29 Scoring 22.0 27 Scoring 14.3 7 W ARKANSAS STATE § —35-0 
Rushing 124.6 37 | Rushing 124.2 28 | Rushing 74.1 2 Vide gers eae Co 
Passing 173.1 16 Passing 221.3 48 Passing 189.4 30 W AUBURN 36-0 
Total 297.7 18 Total 345.6 31 Total 263.5 3 SEC Championship Game 
L vs. Florida 20-31 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Sugar Bow! 
+7 + 0.54 25 +4 +0.31 34 +6 +0.43 32 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100} , vs. Utah 17-31 
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Slimmer Cody is 
‘Hungry’ for 2009 


errence Cody arrived at Alabama last 
ik as an unheralded, overweight 
junior college nose guard. 

After only one game, he became a star, 
clogging the middle of the field and forcing 
running backs to go around — way around 
— him. 

This year, he wants to make quarterbacks 
prove they can’t go over him. 

Cody wants to be an every-down player. 
And he’s willing to lose weight to do it. 

Cody, 6-5, was listed at 375 pounds last 
season. He was listed at 365 at the start 
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of spring. 

“I'm down to about 350,” Cody said at 
the end of spring. “I’m able to do a lot 
more things that I wasn’t able to do last 
year. I’m quicker off the ball and using 
my hips more. My footwork is getting 
better.” 

Cody earned All-American status last 
season playing almost exclusively against 
the run. He had 24 tackles, including 4.5 
for loss, in 12 games, But he was often 
pulled on passing downs in favor of a four- 
man front in which defensive end Lorenzo 
Washington moved inside and Cody’s back- 
up, Josh Chapman, came in. 

Coach Nick Saban is hoping that Cody 
can become an every-down player — not 
by his words, but by his actions on the 
field. 

“If we can improve his mobility a little, 
he might become a little better pass-rusher 
for us and push the pocket in the middle,” 
Saban said. 

“That to me is the most important thing 
about pass rush. So the quarterback can't 
step up and attack the middle of the field. 
One of our goals is to defend the middle, 
and to have guys that can do that is very 
important.” 

Cody is all for it. 

“T tell him (Saban) that every day,” Cody 
said. 

“Tm like, ‘Coach Saban, man, ya'll got 
to stop taking me out’ He just looks at 
me, smiles, and gets back to whatever he’s 
doing.” 

Cody’s athleticism has never been ques- 
tioned. He says he can dunk a basketball 
and can do two back flips in succession. 

But basketball and gymnastics are not 
what’s going to solidify his future in the 
NFL. 

Proving himself durable and versatile 
will move his already high draft stock even 
higher — which is why Cody came back for 
his senior year. 

“We didn’t do what we were supposed to 
do last year,” Cody said. “That’s what made 
me hungry to come back. I just want to 


Seniors Leigh Tiffin and PJ. Fitzgerald 
return to handle placekicking and punt- 
ing. Tiffin hit 46 of 47 PAT tries and 20 
of 29 field goal attempts last year, ranking 
sixth in the SEC in scoring. 

Fitzgerald has been the Tide's starting 
punter in every game for the past three 
seasons. He averaged 41.1 yards per kick 
last year, and the Tide gave up an average 
of only four yards per return. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Alabama opens the season in Atlanta 
again, in the Georgia Dome, against a 
quality opponent in Virginia Tech on 
national TV. But unlike last year when 
the Tide was a heavy underdog to Clem- 
son, Alabama won't be sneaking up on 
anyone. 

Even so, the success of this season prob- 
ably comes down to four games: Virginia 
Tech in the opener, at Ole Miss, LSU at 
home, and at in-state rival Auburn in the 
regular-season finale. 

Ole Miss is expected to be even bet- 
ter than last year’s nine-win team, while 
LSU also has eyes on being in Atlanta in 
December for the SEC Championship 
Game. 

The Auburn game will be an added 
challenge because the game will be on the 
Friday night after Thanksgiving, the week 
after a Saturday game against UT-Chatta- 
nooga. Auburn has an off-week prior to 
the game. 


— Ray Melick 
Date Opponent 08 Record 


Sept.5 vs. Virginia Tech (Atlanta) (10-4) 


Sept. 12 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (5-7) 
Sept. 19 NORTH TEXAS (1-11) 
Sept. 26 ARKANSAS (5-7) 
Oct. 3 at Kentucky (7-6) 
Oct. 10 at Ole Miss (9-4) 
Oct. 17 SOUTH CAROLINA (7-6) 
Oct. 24 TENNESSEE (5-7) 
Nov. 7 LSU (8-5) 
Nov. 14 at Mississippi State (4-8) 
Nov. 21 CHATTANOOGA (1-11) 
Nov. 27 at Auburn (5-7) 
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Whether you're a football fanatic or fair-weather fan, nothing beats being at the game. 
Go where the stadium pulses with energy, and the band echoes across the crowd. 
Go where bleachers rock, fans roar and there are no commercial interruptions. 


Don't miss your chance to be a part of the nonstop stadium action. 
From premium sidelines to great values in the upper deck, 
we've got the seats you're looking for. 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Paul Petrino 


ARKANSAS | 


For more coverage of the Razorbacks, visit arkansas. rivals. com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Willy Robinson 


STADIUM: Reynolds Razorback Stadium: 72,000 


5-7 overall, 2 


Bobby Petrino — At Arkansas: 5-7, 1 year; 
‘overall: 46-16, 5 years 


17; 7 offense, 9 defense, kicker. . 


TE D.J. Williams, RB Michael Smith, 
QB ai Mallett, WR darius eae 


"PRIMARY. STRENGTHS 


The offense i in the spring flashed the big- 
‘play potential of Petrino’s Louisville past. 
Much will depend on the development of 
Mallett and/or Tyler Wilson at quarterback, 
but with depth at running back and receiv- 
er, the offense figures to take a big step up 
from the 21.9 points it averaged in — 
Petrino’s debut season. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
‘Defense and special teams must improve 
from a dreadful 2008, when the Razorbacks 
allowed 31.2 points per game. Expect - 
incoming freshmen and junior college 
transfers to get early auditions in the sec- 
ondary. Top running backs Michael Smith 
(hamstring) and Dennis Johnson (foot) 
need to report healthy. . 


C Jonathan Luigs, OT Jose Valdez, 
QB Casey Dick, P Jeremy Davis 


There are plenty of personnel questions, 
but the team seemed to adjust and settle 
‘into Petrino’s coaching style this spring. 
‘The Hogs showed their potential with an 
upset of LSU last season. They have the 
“returning experience to make more noise 
this time around and make a case for get- 
‘fing, back into the bowl business. 
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Razorbacks Get in Sync with Demanding Petrino 


[ 2008 the Arkansas Razorbacks spent 
much of spring practice in shock. 

In 2009 they spent all spring improv- 
ing. 

Second-year coach Bobby Petrino and 
the Razorbacks are growing on each other, 
and expectations are rising. 

The players are no longer shocked 
at the 160-play spring scrimmages that 
continued from Petrino’s first season 
of 2008, and they will be mentally and 
physically ready for the hard August pre- 
season to come. 

“We are learning a lot about our team 
chemistry and energy and enthusiasm and 
our physicalness,” Petrino said after one 
of his marathon sessions in the spring. 

“Last year I kind of felt like it was 
pulling teeth to get them to hit and 
concentrate on the physical part of the 
drills. This year they are really eager. 
Anytime you see success you can build 
off of it.” 

Though only 5-7 in Petrino’s first sea- 
son, the Hogs closed 2008 with an upset 
of LSU, a tangible tribute to enduring 
those wearing workouts of spring and 
preseason. 

“I think we are moving around a lot 
faster, and we're a year ahead of where we 
were last year,” said third-year sophomore 
defensive end Jake Bequette. “Everybody 
is used to the longer practices. We know 
what to expect and we know what the 
coaches expect from us.” 

Even those in their first spring practices 
knew what to expect. Word of mouth 
traveled fast to sophomores like receiver 
Joe Adams, who had yet to graduate high 
school during that first Petrino spring. 

“We know it’s coming,” Adams said of 
one 165-play scrimmage this spring in 
which he had four touchdown catches. 

“So we've just got to make sure we get a 
lot of sleep the night before so we're ready 
to come out and work hard. We've got to 


get prepared to play hard in the fourth 
quarter. I’m not even that tired. We could 
have gone some more downs.” 

Consider the case of sophomore walk- 
on running back Mitchell Bailey. He 
opened that 165-play session with the 
run of his life — an 80-yard touchdown 
— and was then asked the identity of that 
first would-be tackler he bowled over. 

“Sir, I have no idea,” Bailey replied. 
“There were so many plays, I really 
couldn’ tell you.” 

What they can and do tell you is they 
feel a lot more prepared for autumn 2009 
than they were for autumn 2008. 


OFFENSE 


Even with senior 1,000-yard rusher 
Michael Smith rehabbing from hamstring 
surgery, and touted incoming freshman 
Ronnie Wingo still in high school, the 
Razorbacks seemed to begin spring drills 
with almost too many running backs. 

It didn’t seem so by the end. 

Sophomore walk-on fullback Mitchell 
Bailey was getting as many reps at tailback 
as anyone in the spring because of injuries 
to last year’s No. 2 and 3 rushers Dennis 
Johnson (foot, though he did return for 
the spring game) and Brandon Barnett 
(broken tibia). Freshman Knile Davis, 
who enrolled early, was out because of a 
broken ankle. 

All should report healthy in August. 

Sophomore De’Anthony Curtis sprang 
a pair of spring game touchdowns — one 
for 55 yards, the other for 24 — but also 
fumbled twice. Petrino said Curtis “im- 
proved” during an up and down spring. 

Quarterback is a focus at Arkansas, and 
not just because of Ryan Mallett, the 6-7, 
248-pound sophomore transfer and for- 
mer University of Michigan starter. 

Mallett has impressed coaches with 
his big arm and ability to throw deep, 
but second-year freshman Tyler Wilson 
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posted some better spring scrimmages 
than Mallett, including the spring 
game. Wilson was granted a hardship 
year after mononucleosis limited his 
2008 season to just two mop-up ap- 
pearances behind graduated starter 
Casey Dick. 

Wilson sizzled in the spring game, 
completing 14 of 16 passes with the first 
team in the Red-White game. He was 9 of 
20 with 1 interception while quarterback- 
ing the White against the Red first-team 
defense. 

In the spring game, Mallett was 15 of 
26 for 233 yards with 2 touchdowns and 
2 interceptions. 

Coaches consciously avoid talk of a 
quarterback controversy. 

“We like to call it depth,” quarterbacks 
coach Garrick McGee said. 

Sophomore receivers Jarius Wright 
(seven catches for 125 yards in the spring 
game) and Joe Adams (seven catches for 
118 yards and a TD in the spring game) 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Ryan Mallett So. Has become a closer battle than anticipated. Tyler Wilson, Fr. 

RB Michael Smith* Sr. Not big, but still the best of the Hogs. Dennis Johnson, So. 
WR Joe Adams* So. _ Favorite spring target of QB Tyler Wilson. Carlton Salters, Jr. 
WR London Crawford* Sr. Caught game-winner vs. LSU last season. Greg Childs, So. 

WR Jarius Wright So, Became Ryan Mallett’s favorite spring target. Reggie Fish, Sr. 

TE —_D.J. Williams* Jr. Was a 2008 Mackey Award semifinalist. Ben Cleveland, Jr. 
UT ___ Ray Dominguez* Jr. Has been a solid starter. Grant Freeman, So. 
LG Mitch Petrus Sr. A 2007 starter who was ineligible last year. Michael Aguirre, Sr. 
C _ Wade Grayson” dr. Moved from guard in the spring. Clay Bemberg, Jr. 
RG Seth Oxner So. _ It's atossup at this spot heading into fall. Grant Cook, So. 

RT __ DeMarcus Love* Jr. Was a starter at guard last season. Matt Hall, Fr. 

PK Alex Tejada* Jr. Shaky incumbent has work to do in fall. Cameron Bryan, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Jake Bequette* So. __Hogs have good one-two punch at this spot. Damario Ambrose, Jr. 
DT Zach Stadther* So. _ Aprecocious surprise last season. Alfred Davis, Fr. 

DT Malcolm Sheppard” Sr.__ Earned second-team All-SEC honors in ‘08. Patrick Jones, Jr. 

DE Adrian Davis* Sr. __ Davis has the edge on the edge. Tenarius Wright, Fr. 
LB Freddy Burton* Jr. Burton getting pushed for playing time. Bret Harris, So. 

LB Wendel Davis* Sr. Becoming a leader of the defense. Jermaine Love, Jr. 
LB Jerry Franklin® So. Runs to the ball well. Jelani Smith, Fr. 

CB Isaac Madison* Jr___ Both players showed spring improvement. Jerell Norton, Jr. 

CB__ Ramon Broadway Jr. Good spring will help hold off freshmen. Andru Stewart, Jr. 
SS __Jerico Nelson So. Nelson will face incoming fall competition. Chris Raggett, Fr. 

FS Matt Harris Sr.__ Sophomore Tramain Thomas also in mix. Elton Ford, So." 


P Briton Forester J. 
“Returning Starter 


were explosive all spring. 

Seniors London Crawford, who caught 
last season’s game-winner against LSU, 
and Reggie Fish had some moments, 
too. And that doesn’t include senior Lu- 
cas Miller, who had 30 catches for 490 
yards last fall before suffering a torn ACL 
against LSU. 

Junior tight end D.J. Williams is the 
most reliable receiver. Chris Gragg, 
moved from wideout to tight end, had a 
productive spring until missing the last 
two weeks with an ankle sprain. 

The line loses graduates Jonathan Luigs 
and Jose Valdez. Wade Grayson moved 
from guard to center to replace Luigs, an 
All-American. 

Ray Dominguez returns at tackle, De- 
Marcus Love moyed from guard to tackle, 
and Mitch Petrus, ineligible in 2008, 
moved back to left guard like in 2007. 
Sophomores Grant Cook and Seth Oxner, 
and senior Mike Aguirre, are contending 
at the other guard spot. 


Junior college transfer arrives in fall. 


Ryan Mallett, So. 


DEFENSE 


Arkansas’ defensive ends — plus defen- 
sive tackle Malcolm Sheppard — seem 
to be the strength of a unit needing all it 
can muster after generally being pushed 
around and passed over last year. 

On the flanks, senior Adrian Davis, 
sophomore Jake Bequette and senior su- 
per sub Damario Ambrose compiled the 
kind of spring that earned the praise of 
Petrino and ends coach Kirk Botkin. 

“With the guys we've got coming back,” 
Botkin said, “it’s like daylight and dark 
from where we were last year.” 

All now know the system of the second- 
year staff. The staff knows them better, 
too. 

So instead of trying to fit Sheppard to 
the defense, the coaches fit the defense to 
Sheppard. 

“We kind of turned him loose,” Pe- 
trino said after a late-spring scrimmage. 
“Quit trying to ask him to read things 
and turned him loose. He caused a lot of 
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CB Darius Winston 

Winston certainly will have a chance to make a big 
impact on the Razorbacks’ defense, which was 
torched by some big passing plays last season. He’s a 
true cover guy with good size and outstanding speed. 
Winston should at least get into the Arkansas corner 
rotation this season. 


ATH Ronnie Wingo 

The most difficult thing about Wingo for Arkansas’ staff 
is where to play him. He could play a number of posi- 
tions and eventually star at any of them. Wingo is too 
good to keep on the sideline, and the Razorbacks must 
find a way to get him on the field this fall. 


CB David Gordon 

Gordon is a speedy cornerback who has been clocked 
at 10.1 in the 100 meters. Because of Arkansas’ need at 
this position, he could see some time this fall and make 
an impact on the Razorbacks’ defense. 


Wi Hometown School 


ol oo°0 6-5 330 Broken Arrow, OK Broken Arrow 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 27 offensive guard...Father, Alvin, played basketball at Arkansas. 


Neal Barlow WR OOO 6-6 190 Little Rock, AR Pulaski Academy 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 80 
wide receiver...Had 96 receptions for 1,512 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. 


Colby Bema “ ©0600 64 275 — Fayetteville, AR Fayetteville 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Arkansas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 offensive guard...First prospect to commit to Arkansas in the 2009 class. 


Shauntez Bruce lb 0090 6-5 300 _Tallahassee, FL Lincoln 
Rated as the nation’s No. 80 offensive tackle by Rivals.com...Selected first-team 4A 
all-state in 2008, 


Ryan Calender DE OOO 6-8 Caddo Mills, TX Caddo Mills 
Rated as the nation's No. 62 weakside defensive end by Rivals.com.,.Played defensive 
end, tight end and quarterback in high school. 


Rudell Crim 1B OGOSO 60 190  ElDorato, KS Butler County 6.0. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 7 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Recorded 36 tack- 
les, two sacks, six pass breakups and three interceptions in 2008. 


Knile Davis RB OOOS 60 209 MissouriCity,TX Fort Bend Marshall 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 17 running back...Enrolled at Arkansas in January. 


Briton Forester kK oo 5-10 185 San Marcos, CA Palomar 6.6. 
Late addition to the Arkansas class...Can kick but will focus on punting at Arkansas. 


David Gordon BB OOO 5-11 161 ‘Tulsa, OK East Central 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 38 cornerback. ..Had 56 tackles, four interceptions and 18 pass breakups as a senior. 


Cobi Hamilton WR OOO 6-3 190 Texarkana, TX Texas 
Rated as the No. 64 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 63 
wide receiver...Caught 64 passes for 1,071 yards and 14 touchdowns as a senior. 


John Henderson Tt oo 61 300 “Visalia, CA College of the Sequolas 
Had 18 tackles, one tackle for loss, two sacks and one interception in 2008. 


AH OOO 6-5 221 Stamps, AR Lafayette County 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Had 29 catches for 461 
yas and five touchdowns at tight end and 49 tackles, three sacks and four pass 

reakups at safety as a senior. 


DeQuinta Jones Tt OOOO 64 305  Bastrop,LA Bastrop 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 25 
defensive tackle...Chose Arkansas over Michigan, Auburn and Tennessee. 


Anthony Leon 1 OGOSO 64 230 Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
Rated as the nation’s No. 31 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Began his college 
career at Florida State. 


Kevin Lowery Tt 0690 6-3 286 Gainesville, FL Gainesville 
Rated as the nation's No. 89 defensive tackle by Rivals.com...Recorded 61 tackles and 
four tackles for loss in 2008. 


Brandon Mitchell ATH OOO 6-4 220 Amite, LA Amite 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 53 
athlete... Threw for 1,888 yards and 25 touchdowns as a senior. 


RAZORBACKS RECRUITING 2009 
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2010 NEEDS 


Look for the Razorbacks to try to load up 
on offensive linemen, particularly tackles. 
Arkansas will also look to sign at least 
four defensive linemen. They also are 
after linebackers and would love to sign 
one big-time running back. 


ATH Brandon Mitchell 

What position will Mitchell play? Like Wingo, he’s an 
outstanding athlete who could play a number of posi- 
tions. Once he settles in at quarterback, wide receiver 
or another position, he will have a chance to be some- 
thing special. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Pos Stars Ht =OWI School 


deny Mitchell 1B OOO 6-1 198 Mandeville, LA Mandeville 
Rated as the No. 47 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Had 57 tackles and six 
interceptions as a senior. 


Austin Moss 1B OOOO 62 209 Rockwall, TX Heath 
Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 21 
inside linebacker. 


Colton Nash DE OOo 6-7 255 Sulphur Springs, TX Sulphur Springs 
Rated as the nation’s No. 35 strongside defensive end by Rivals.com...Racked up 110 
tackles as a senior. 


Anthony Oden o% ©8060 68 328 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military 
Rated as the No. 8 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com...Brother, Greg, was 
the first pick in the 2007 NBA Draft by the Portland Trail Blazers. 


Ross Rasner MH OOO 6-0 197 Waco, TX Reicher 
Rated as the nation’s No. 86 athlete by Rivals.com...Rushed for more than 1,700 yards 
on offense and racked up 124 tackles on defense as a senior. 


Lance Ray AH OOO 6-2 183 Havana, FL East Gatsden 
Rated as the nation’s No, 59 athlete by Rivals.com...Had 33 catches for 632 yards and 
six touchdowns as a senior. 


Andru Stewart 1B OOO 5-11 190 Visalia, CA College of the Sequolas 
Enrolled at Arkansas in January...Father, Michael, played 10 seasons in the NFL. 


Travis Swanson lb ooo 


Hometown 


6-5 271 Kingwood, TX Kingwood 
ee - ae nation’s No. 73 offensive tackle by Rivals.com...Chose Arkansas over 
exas Tech. 


Austin Tale TE 000 6-6 230 — Harrison, AR Harrison 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
tight end. 


Robert Thomas T ooo 6-1 310 — Muskogee, OK Muskogee 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 71 defensive tackle. 


Zhamal Thomas lb ooo 6-4 315 Corsicana, TX Navarro J.C, 
Rated as the nation’s No. 75 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Arkansas 
over Auburn and Utah. 


Terell Wiliams ATH OOO 6-2 210 — Tulsa, OK Union 
eee No. 18 prospect in Oklahoma by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
0. 62 athlete. 


Turell Williams RB OOO 6-2 215 WestHelena, AR Central 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 50 
running back. 


Ronnie Wingo J. ATH OOOO G63 212  Stlouis, Md University 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Missouri...Rated as the nation's 
No. 9 athlete...U.S. Army All-American. 


Darius Winston DB OG@OGO 6&0 180  WestHelena,AR Central 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Arkansas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 cornerback...U.S. Army All-American. 
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Roneion Pos. Ht Wt Cl joann Se every interview Wade Grayson does 


centers on filling Jonathan Luigs’ shoes. 
ede ; pees Meee cad Russell Grayson, a junior, started all 12 games last year 
Michael Aguirre . Fort Lauderdale, FL Bret Harris 210 So. Irving, TX at offensive guard. Now he’s the Arkansas center 
Damario Ambrose . Mobile, AL Matt Harris 190 Sr. —_ Richardson, TX succeeding Luigs, the graduated two-time All- 
Casey Anderson 4 Ft. Smith Joseph Henry 239° Sr. Conway American and 2007 winner of the Rimington 
Seth Armbrust ; Little Rock Dennis Johnson 5-7 200 So. Texarkana Award, given annually to the nation’s best center. 
Lavunce Askew : Camden Patrick Jones 4309 Jr Hampton, GA “T want to do my best,” Grayson said, “and 
Mitchell Bailey . Broken Bow, OK aba anal == A Tucker, GA just try and not think about that and be myself 


and make my own shoes.” 
Brandon Bamett 5 Texarkana DeMarcus Love 305 Jr. Lancaster, TX y 


Never mind about the shoes, footwork for a 
si Barnett , _Siloa 
= - — woleee ted eae feel center is difficult enough, as he’s learned from 


baths : Liaened Isaac Madison 11) vr Dallas, TX Arkansas offensive line coach Mike Summers. 
Cay Remiery : Medien Ryan Mallett +7 248 So. Texarkana, TX “T talked to Coach Summers about it,” Grayson 
eke Boquette d Lite Rock Matt Marshall 212 Fr, Camden, NJ said. “He said the biggest thing with the center 
Chris Berezansky ._ Hillsborough, NJ Lucas Miller Huntington is trying to snap and step and get your hand 
eras baits Modis Adrian Moore White Hall back up.” 
Clay Borengasser : Ft. Smith Thomas Moss . Granite Bay, CA It's a learning process. But Summers said 
Nick Brewer . Austin: 15) yanco Neon SSRs Destrehan, LA Grayson, who did practice some at center in 2008 
Ramon Broadway 7 Sheep ON, 9 [ae regen with an eye toward this season, is getting there. 
Cameron Bryan . Oklahoma City, OK : “We definitely feel more comfortable with him 
Freddy Burton Morritton sored Roxtonr : Bocar WAX as the guy who runs the show,” Summers said. 
Sarina ; Coppell, TX Seth Oxner . Monticello ® At the close of spring drills, defensive coor- 
Greg Childs ae Adam Pearce 56 So. ttle Rock dinator Willy Robinson was asked which defend- 
- Mitch Petrus r Carlisle ers had made significant strides since last fall. 
—— a adeno Chase Philpot ql Webb City, MO He started with senior middle linebacker 
ral 
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Van Stumon North Little Rock 
Springdale 
Winnie, TX 


Springdale 


vane: fai teers hthens,aL | Wendel Davis and included sophomore safety 
Robby Cox * 

Mobile, AL Madison, senior tackle Malcolm Sheppard and 
Adrian Davis Rosenberg, TX mateo : ELVIS Sheppard and Adrian Davis fared well last 
‘bene Plano TX Jelani Smith Abbeville, LA Madison and Thomas had the furthest to go 
apy ~ Ts oak Aner Gewart 188 Je Bakersfield, CA “Tramain Thomas has flashed throughout the 
chee ball all the time. Quietly enough, Isaac Madison 

Austin Eoff Cc 65 : Fort Smith 
Marques Wade Ellenwood, GA Razorback Stadium in Fayetteville no longer is 

6-1 237 5 Marion 
Tyler Wilson Eeeanieced surface because it enables the Hogs to practice 
Chris Gragg TE 6-3 Warren 


Bearden Tramain Thomas, junior cornerback Isaac 
London Crawford 
Rhett Richardson ; Rockwall, TX 
Alfred Davis College Park, GA para cee Gi Tolan esses; year, as did Wendel Davis once his surgically 
nile Davis Missouri City, TX Michael Smith 176 Sr. _ Tallahassee, FL considering last year’s young secondary strug- 
_ spring with his hitting and his ball-catching 
Ray Dominguez OT 6-4 Bainbridge, GA St 
Jr. 
ane IDOE fe has had a real good camp.” 
Reggie Fish WR 5-6 . Mesquite, TX So. 
Jr. 
Ronald Watkins So. Statford, VA grass. 
Grant Freeman 6-7 . Paris Jr. 
Fr. 
Varius Wright % every day where they play. 
Fr. 
Fr. 


a Chris Raggett rs Beaumont, TX 
De'Anthony Curtis Come ——————— senior end Adrian Davis. 
Deyonte Davis North Little Rock Malcolm Sheppard ; _ Bainbridge, GA repaired knee got healthy by the season's close. 
era Suse Th Zach Stadther 289 So. North Lite Rock | © gled so much. 
skills and stuff,” Robinson said. “He's around the 
John Durmon FB 5-11 fe Warren 
Austin Tucker © The Frank Broyles Field portion of Reynolds 
6-0 . Alpharetta, GA 
D.J, Williams Little Rock Coach Bobby Petrino advocates a synthetic 
Greg Gatson CB 5-10 A Memphis, TN 
Wade Grayson C 6-4 Tenarius Wright 
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Camden 
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Broderick Green RB 6-1 \ Jim Youngblood 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 
* On coach Bobby Petrino: "Petrino's teams 


will be known for offense; they'll never be known 
for defense. He doesn't recruit defensive teams." 


ws Ty 0 Name 
Shee 6. Dick 
N. Dick 


4 


© On expectations: "Dangerous, dangerous, 
dangerous. You can say whatever you want to, but 
that guy (Petrino) can flat-out coach. He doesn't — 
have enough defense for this league, but what 
happened last year at the end of the season when 
they got a niche on offense, they outscored peo- 
ple." 


NG Name 
. D.J. Williams 
M. Smith 
J. Adams 


D. Johnson 
D. Curtis 


© On defense: "Their defense will struggle. 
They don't have much talent at all. They need to 
get some junior college help. They've got talent at 
wide receiver, tight end, running back and quar- 
terback. But will they be able to stop people?” 


' Individual Stats »F 


ty Tackles: J. Franklin 87, M. Sheppard 68, F. Burton 66 
Tackles for loss: M. Sheppard 14.5, A. Davis 8, R. Broadway 6 
Sacks: M. Sheppard 6.5, A. Davis 5, J. Nelson 3.5 
Interceptions: J. Franklin 2, R. Broadway 2, seven tied with one 
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havoc.” 

Zach Stadther, a surprise starter as a 
true freshman last year, returns at a tackle 
but will be challenged by junior Patrick 
Jones, redshirt freshman Alfred Davis and 
sophomore Lavunce Askew. 

Starting linebackers Wendel Davis, 
Jerry Franklin and Freddy Burton return, 
with sophomore Bret Harris challenging 
Burton. Davis has established himself as a 


from incoming freshman cornerbacks 
Darius Winston and David Gordon, as 
well as incoming junior college transfers 
Anthony Leon and Rudell Crim, both 
safeties. 

That said, some 2008 holdovers fin- 
ished the spring primed to start in the 
fall. Veteran cornerbacks Isaac Madison, 
Ramon Broadway and Jerell Norton all 
made big plays in the spring, as did strong 
safety Jerico Nelson. 

With free safety Elton Ford’s football 
future still being measured after last 
year’s season-ending neck injury, senior 
Matt Harris and sophomore Tramain 
Thomas waged the spring battle at that 
position. 

Thomas stood strong against the run in 
practices, and he had a big spring game, 
coming up with an interception, five tackles 
and generally being “all over the field,” de- 
fensive coordinator Willy Robinson said. 

Petrino said the whole defense stood 
stronger after the second-to-last spring 
scrimmage. 

“Probably, the most physical scrim- 
mage we've had from the defense,” Petrin- 
io said. “A lot of pads popping. I thought 
the defensive line got the upper hand on 
the O-line.” 

Enough so that Petrino interrupted the 
next session to berate the offensive line. 

“T felt like the defensive line has turned 
the corner on them,” Petrino said, “and 
they didn’t react well.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Special teams lapses last season created 
such problems that Petrino took special 
measures to correct them. 

He hired one of his old coaching 
mentors to coach them. John L. Smith 
was the head coach at Utah State and 
Louisville when Petrino assisted at both 
places. 

The Hogs emphasized special teams 


BEST & 
“BRIGHTEST 


; DI OY. 
AG 


a Razorbacks tight end 
record 10° catches for 129 


yards a 

He caught six passes for — 

129 yards against Tulsa. ... “Though Williams: 

spent the spring mostly honing his blocking, 

the staff knows Williams opens everything for 
- all the pass catchers and is a tight end no 

defense can ic ‘ignore. 2 


Ros. aASe 


If quarterback Ryan 
- Mallett’s production meets 
expectations, then expect 
sophomore receiver Jarius 
Wright to be a big reason. 
Though only 5-10, Wright 
stood tall in the spring, 
especially to Mallett. ... 
Wright caught two Mallett 
touchdowns in the first 
spring scrimmage, and later caught eight Mallett 
passes for 161 yards and two touchdowns. ... “I 
don’t know what it is about that kid, but he’s — 
always open,” Mallett said. “I know he will be 
open. austeow it to him.” 


riko was Arkansas’ 
only 5-star recruit last 
February. He was also a USA 
Today first-team high 
school All-American from 
the Arkansas Delta of 
Helena-West Helena. ... 
Winston weighed 30-plus 
offers before continuing a 
family Razorback tradition. 
Cousin Dennis Winston was an All-Southwest 
Conference linebacker/defensive end during his 
1973-76 era, and cousin Billy Winston was an 


senior leader in the middle. considerably more this spring than they AULSWC tight end in 1989. 
As for the secondary, much is expected did a year ago. Arkansas also has num- 
2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND a 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK Ww WESTERN ILLINOIS 28-94 
Scoring 28.9 31 Scoring 37.3 13 Scoring 21.9 91 W  LOUISIANA-MONROE 28-27 
Rushing 228.5 4 Rushing 286.5 4 Rushing 113.5 97 14-49 
Passing 149.5 108 | Passing 1635 # 112 | Passing 259.6 23 - ALABAMA 3 
Total 378.0 29 Total 450.0 17 Total 373.1 49 L at Texas 10-52 
L FLORIDA 7-38 

DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK Ww at Auburn 25-22 
Scoring 18.3 24 Scoring 26.5 54 Scoring 31.2 93 L at Kentucky 20-21 
Rushing 114.6 33 Rushing 160.2 64 Rushing 170.8 90 L OLE MISS 94-23 
Passing 185.1 36 Passing 205.4 23 Passing 204.4 54 W TULSA 30-23 
Te 299.6 29 Total 365.6 46 Total 375.2 72 

8 : L at South Carolina 21-34 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK L at Mississippi State 28-31 
-4 - 0.29 78 +4 +0.31 34 -9 -0.75 102 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] w LSU 31-30 
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0.J. Williams 


Blocking? Williams 
Starts to Catch on 


few coaches might have basically 
Av tight end D.J. Williams spring 
practice off. 

Just run some routes. Don’t get hurt. 

Even while practicing him, most would 
have said “Just keep doing what you are 
doing.” 

Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino coaches differ- 
ently than most. 

“The first thing D.J‘s gotta do is block 
better,” Petrino told the media before 
spring drills. “He's got to be a force for us 
in the running game and become a true 
tight end.” 
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Player Profile 


The coach was equally direct with Wil- 
liams, who was a John Mackey Award 
semifinalist last season, when he caught 
a team-leading 61 passes for 723 yards and 
3 touchdowns as a sophomore. 

“He doesn't show favoritism towards 
anybody,” Williams said of Petrino. “I 
sat down with some coaches and they 
said, ‘Don’t think you are going to catch 
every ball. You need to work on your 
blocking.” 

So instead of leading all receivers nearly 
every scrimmage like he did spring 2008, 
the 6-2, 245-pounder generally caught just 
three or four passes and bore the heavy 
run-blocking burden that since departed 
280-pound tight end Andrew Davie did in 
‘07 and ‘08. 

“My perspective last year was being 
able to get open in a route,” Williams 
said. “This year it’s more being tough and 
battling it out in the trenches. I need 
to work on my technique because I am 
blocking people that outweigh me by 
40 pounds.” 

Don't think that Petrino will bind Wil- 
liams’ hands in a lineman’s gloves this 
fall. 

“We're still going to throw him the ball,” 
Petrino said. “Obviously we know he’s go- 
ing to run good routes and catch the ball 
and run with the ball after the catch.” 

In the meantime, Williams keeps block- 
ing. 

“I don’t know how much he likes it,” 
Petrino said at the end of spring ball. “I 
think he likes catching the ball, which 
is understandable. All tight ends do. But 
he really is concentrating on his blocking 
technique. He has worked hard on it and 
improved a lot.” 

More blocking might lead to less consid- 
eration for the Mackey Award. 

“Ever since I played sports, my whole 
mentality has been never to think too 
much about individual awards,” Williams 
said. 

“All that is great, but it’s hard to be 
happy about that when you have a 5-7 
season. My main focus is just to do my part 


‘to make sure we have a better season this 


year than last.” 


bers it didn’t have last year, when the 
team used plenty of true freshmen on 
special teams units. Far fewer inexperi- 
enced players will be manning the special 
teams units this fall. 

Junior college transfer Briton Forester, 
the team’s expected punter, arrives in Au- 
gust. Quarterback Ryan Mallett punted 
in the spring. 

Junior placekicker Alex Tejada must 
perform more consistently than 2008 just 
to be adequate. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Given recent wildly competitive Ar- 
kansas-LSU games, both schools were 
shocked to see CBS booting the game off 
its annual national TV time slot the day 
after Thanksgiving 

Despite Arkansas upsetting the 2007 
national champion Tigers in triple over- 
time in Baton Rouge and upsetting the 
Tigers 31-30 last year in Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas and LSU will play their first Satur- 
day game since 1994. 

Arkansas visits three other SEC bowl 
teams — Alabama, Ole Miss and national 
champion Florida. Two SEC bowl teams 
— Georgia and South Carolina — visit 
Fayetteville. 

Though straining their fans’ finances 
— $85 is the cheapest ticket — the 
Hogs hope an annual game against 
Texas A&M at the Dallas Cowboys 
new showplace will reopen recruiting 
in Texas like the old Southwest Confer- 
ence days. 


— Nate Allen 


Date Opponent 08 Record 


Sept. 5 vs, Missouri St. (Little Rock) (4-7) 


Sept. 19 GEORGIA (10-3) 
Sept. 26 at Alabama (12-2) 
Oct.3 vs. Texas A&M (Arlington) (4-8) 
Oct. 10 AUBURN (5-7) 
Oct. 17 at Florida (13-1) 
Oct. 24 at Ole Miss (9-4) 
Oct.31 EASTERN MICHIGAN (3-9) 
Nov.7 SOUTH CAROLINA (7-6) 
Nov. 14 TROY (8-5) 
Nov. 21 vs. Miss. State (Little Rock) (4-8) 
Nov. 28 at LSU (8-5) 
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The secure, easy and affordable way to mount your flatscreen fo a vehicle! 


- Secure in a crowd 
- Lightweight 
- Easy to install 


- Made in America 


- Patented 


Order today at 


tailgatefuture.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gus Maizahn 


— AUBURN | 


- Fors more coverage of the STS visit auburn. rivals. com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ted Roof 


STADIUM: Jordan-Hare Stadium: 87,451 


| AT A GLANCE 


2008 


5-7, 2-6 SEC (T-4th, West) - 


Gene Chizik — At Auburn: 1st year; over- 
all: 5-19, 2 years I 


RETURNING STARTERS 28 
16; 7 offense, 7 defense, placekicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
DE Antonio Coleman, C Ryan Pugh, 
LT Lee Ziemba, RB Mario Fannin, 
RB Ben Tate, QB Kodi Burns, 

_ LB Eltoro Freeman, LB Josh Bynes — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
New coaching staff, new excitement. — 
Defensive end Antonio Coleman is among 
‘the best anywhere. Defense has talent. Tate 
is a powerful runner. Fannin is a threat to 
score anytime. Offensive line should be 
much improved. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


‘Depth — everywhere. A killer schedule, 
especially after September. Starting quar- _ 
terback is still undecided. Several players 
recovering from injury. Kicking game was 
almost laughable a year ago. Will there be 
a hangover from 2008? 


DI Sen’Derrick Marks, CB Jerraud Powers, 
C Jason Bosley, 0G Tyronne see 
WR Rod Smith 


_ After initial skepticism, fans are enthused 
again. It could be a surprising year, but 
several things need to happen — a quick 
start, offensive line consistency, better 
quarterback play, good health, emerging 
playmakers and an improving kicking 
game. Is that too much to hope for? 
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Chizik Returns, Needing to Win Hearts, Minds, Games 


I: funny how things can change for 
somebody. Take Gene Chizik, for ex- 
ample. 

Only four years ago, when he left Au- 
burn for Austin, Texas, keeping the title of 
defensive coordinator but changing cities, 
nobody in east Alabama wanted him to 
leave. After all, he was coaching one of the 
nation’s best defenses on what many felt 
was the nation’s best team. 

But when he returned in January, re- 
placing the popular Tommy Tuberville 
after a two-year stint as Iowa State's head 
coach, a lot of those same people didn’t 
want him back. 

There's a lot of difference between hay- 
ing a hand in an undefeated season in Au- 
burn and having five wins in two seasons 
in Ames. 

But Chizik, showing his trademark 
character and determination, seemed to 
take in all in stride. 

He said the right things — “It’s great to 
be back home.” 

And, he set out to do the right things, 
starting with a nationwide search for the 
best coaches to join his staff. 

Ted Roof, the former Duke head coach, 
came from Minnesota as defensive coor- 
dinator. Tracy Rocker, arguably the great- 
est defensive lineman in Auburn history, 
came from Houston Nutt’s staff at Ole 
Miss to coach his former position. 

On the offensive side, heralded Gus 
Malzahn brought his version of the spread 
offense from Tulsa. His Golden Hurricane 
team led the nation in total offense each 
of the past two seasons. 

Trooper Taylor, regarded as a top coach 
and recruiter, was named wide receiy- 
ers coach, coming from Oklahoma State 
with fellow Cowboys coach Curtis Luper, 
who will coach running backs. And Jeff 
Grimes, the respected offensive line coach 
from Colorado, moved to Lee County to 
have that same role. 

In baseball terms, Chizik hit a home 


run with his staff, and it paid immedi- 
ate dividends. The recruiting class, put 
together on short notice, was ranked in 
the Top 20 by Rivals.com and included 
highly rated players at several positions. 

By the spring game, a lot of the early ap- 
prehension had been replaced by guarded 
optimism. But, enthusiasm can’t mask 
Auburn's reality. 

Last year’s team won just five games. 
The defense was severely hurt by gradua- 
tion and early NFL Draft defections. The 
offense had not settled on a quarterback 
by the end of spring practice. Depth is 
thin on both sides of the ball. And, the 
October schedule must have been made 
up by Auburn's worst enemy. 

Still, as bad as that sounds, it’s not 
hopeless. There's a lot of talent on the 
Plains and, with a few breaks, the season 
could be a pleasant surprise. 


OFFENSE 


Auburn’s spread offense last season 
couldn't make the big play and was one 
of the nation’s worst in the red zone. So, 
when fans heard that offensive coordina- 
tor Gus Malzahn would bring back the 
spread, there was a collective cringe. 

Not to worry. Malzahn’s success has 
been built on big offensive linemen and 
strong passing and running. 

Still, it all starts with the quarterback. 
Heading into August, that looks to be a 
question mark. 

Junior Kodi Burns is the returning 
starter and while he is the best overall 
athlete, his winning record under center 
is poor. Fellow junior Neil Caudle, hurt 
during most of his Auburn career, is push- 
ing Burns and appeared to be more con- 
sistent in the spring game. 

Redshirt freshman Barrett Trotter tore 
his ACL in spring practice and is lost for 
the year. The unknown factor is Chris 
Todd. He started early last season, but was 
ineffective due in part to a chronic shoul- 
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Antonio Coleman 


der injury. His role, if any, is uncertain. 

The backfield is full of potential play- 
makers. 

Power runner Ben Tate led the team 
with 664 yards rushing in 2008. Versatile 
Mario Fannin is a threat to score anytime 
he touches the ball. The main question 
is where best to play him; he might take 
some direct snaps from center. 

Eric Smith is a solid back-up and new- 
comer Onterio McCalebb could be spe- 
cial. He scored on a 70-yard sprint up the 
middle in Auburn's A-Day game. 

Receivers have been an Achilles’ heel, 
running poor patterns and dropping pass- 
es that appeared catchable. That should 
change. 

Juniors Tim Hawthorne and Terrell 
Zachery, along with senior Montez Bill- 
ings, make up a strong nucleus. Sopho- 
more Darvin Adams is a speedster, as is 
redshirt freshman Philip Pierre-Louis, 
who was lost for the 2008 season due to 
an injury on the first play of last season. 


Scouting Report: Offense ) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/MEY DEPTH 
QB Kodi Burns* dr Can both get it done? Can either get it done? Neil Caudle, Jr. 

RB Ben Tate* Sr. Coaches expect a 1,000-yard season. Mario Fannin, Jr. 
WR Terrell Zachery Jr. Scored on a 70-yard reverse in spring game. Montez Billings, Sr.* 
WR Tim Hawthorne Jr. Averaged more than 25 yards per catch lastseason. Quindarius Carr, So. 
WR Darvin Adams So. Had three catches and a touchdown in spring game. Derek Winter, So. 

HB Mario Fannin Jr. One of SEC’s top playmakers, gamebreakers, Tommy Trott, Sr.* 

LT _ Lee Ziemba* de___New system could bring about an all-star season, __—_ A.J. Greene, So. 

LG Mike Berry Jf.___ Played right guard in 2008; moves to the left. Bart Eddins, Jr. 
C_Ryan Pugh* Jr___ Replaces Jason Bosley; should be SEC's best. Mike Berry, Jr. 

RG Byron |som* Jr. Gained 15 pounds since last season. Jared Cooper, So. 
RT Andrew McCain Sr. Former tight end becomes a senior starter. Vance Smith, So. 
PK Wes Byrum* Jr. Wish for the freshman Byrum — not 2008 version. Chandler Brooks, So. 


“Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YA. COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Antonio Coleman® Sr. Among nation’s best already; expect even more. Cameron Henderson, Fr. 


DT Mike Blanc Jr__Blanc and Clayton will both play a lot. Zach Clayton, Jr. 
DT Jake Ricks Sr.___ Had a defensive TD against Tennessee in 2008. Derrick Lykes, Fr. 


DE Michael Goggans* Jr. Goggans and Carter will both play a lot. Antoine Carter, Jr. 

LB Craig Stevens* Jr__ Started every game last year; had 54 tackles. Da’Shaun Barnes, Fr. 

LB _Eltoro Freeman So. Named a starter before the first spring practice. Spencer Pybus, So. 

LB Josh Bynes* dr. Exciting player could have breakout year. Adam Herring, So. 

CB Walter McFadden* Sr.__Led team with eight passes broken up in 2008. TSharvan Bell, Fr. 

CB _Neiko Thorpe So. __Thorpe/Savage are an outstanding tandem. Aairon Savage, Sr. 

SS Mike McNeil* Jr. Must recover from broken bone in the spring. Christian Thompson, So. 
FS Zac Etheridge* Jr. Led team with 75 tackles in 2008. Mike Slade, So. 

P Clinton Durst* Sr. Walk-on back again after earning scholarship. Ryan Shoemaker, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


The traditional tight end is being re- 
placed with the H-back, a position that 
will line up in a variety of spots and re- 
quire the ability to catch and block. Fan- 
nin is slated for duty there, along with 
senior Tommy Trott, a talented tight end 
coming off ACL surgery. 

The biggest difference should be the 
offensive line. Last year’s group trimmed 
down to fit Tony Franklin’s spread attack, 
but will now look more like a traditional 
Auburn line — big, strong and powerful. 
Players have enthusiastically embraced 
the change. 

Junior Ryan Pugh should be the 
SEC’s best at center. Second-team All- 
SEC tackle Lee Ziemba should be more 
efficient with more weight and a differ- 
ent technique. 

Mike Berry, a 313-pound junior, will 
replace NFL-bound Tryonne Green at 
one guard, while fellow junior Byron Isom 
will man the other. Andrew McCain, who 
came to Auburn as a tight end, should be 


the other starting tackle. 

Depth will be a major concern. Exclud- 
ing walk-ons, only eight scholarship line- 
men were available in the spring. 


DEFENSE 


If you just look on paper, you could be 
tempted to throw in the towel on the Au- 
burn defense. 

Nine lettermen are gone from last year’s 
team, including two defensive line start- 
ers, five linebackers and the team’s best 
cornerback. Key spring injuries made it 
worse ... and there wasn’t much depth to 
begin with. 

So, why is there optimism on that side 
of the ball? Start with recent history. 

Despite the team’s 2008 meltdown, 
Auburn ranked in the top 15 nation- 
ally in scoring defense. What could they 
have done if the offense had actually 
scored some points or let them get just 
a little rest? 

Success — or failure — will start on the 
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| WR deAngelo Benton 

ja = The Tigers need playmakers at wide receiver, which is 
why they went after this guy so hard. Benton is 

# blessed with size and speed, and he was one of the 
big National Signing Day surprises for the Tigers. 


WA Emory Blake 
1 This one-time Texas Tech commitment is another pros- 
=| pect who will have a chance to star for the Tigers this 
fall. Blake, the son of former NFL quarterback Jeff 
} Blake, is a productive receiver with size and toughness. 


ep TE Philip Luizenkirchen 

When it comes to pass-catching tight ends, 
Lutzenkirchen has arguably the best set of hands. 

| In fact, there may not be a receiver in this class with 
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Pos Stars School 


Dontae Aycock RB OGOS 510 216 Tampa, Fl Chamberlain 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 16 running back...Finished high school career with 57 rushing touchdowns. 


Daren 1B OS 5-11 195 Olive Branch, MS Olive Branch 
Had 90 tackles and four interceptions with close to 900 yards of total offense as a 
senior. 


DeAngelo Benton WR OOOO 63 210 Chatham, VA Academy 
Rated as the No. 3 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com in 2008...Signed 
with LSU in 2007. 


Emory Blake WR OOOO 61 194 — Austin, TX S.F 
Rated as the No. 39 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 42 
wide receiver...Chose Auburn over Texas Tech and Colorado. 


Terrance Coleman DT OGG 6-1 244 ~~ Mobile, AL Williamson 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 48 
defensive tackle. 


Robert Cooper oS 6&4 204 Mobile, AL 
Completed 125 of 195 passes for 1,700 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


Nosa Eguae DE OOo 6-2 234 Mansfield, TX Summitt 
Rated as the No. 60 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
strongside defensive end. 


Jonathan Evans Bb ooo 6-0 205 — Prichard, AL ~ Blount 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 42 
outside linebacker. 


Nick Fairley Tt oo6 6-4 295 Wesson, MS Copiah-Lincoln 6.6. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 95 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Had 63 tackles 
and seven sacks in seven games in 2008. 


Dee Ford 1B OOo 6&2 190  Odenville, AL St Clair County 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 62 
outside linebacker. 


Eltoro Freeman IB OOS 5-11 218 — Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast C.C. 
Redshirted in 2008 after collecting 63 tackles, 17 tackles for loss, five sacks and two 
forced fumbles in 2007. 


Gaston BB OOo 6-4 Bessemer, AL Bessemer Academy 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 23 
outside linebacker. 


Anthony Gulley RB OOO 5-11 185 Brantley, AL Brantley 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 39 
all-purpose back. 


Anire 1 ooo 6-4 327 Hampton, GA Lovejoy 
Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 36 
offensive guard. 
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20/0 NEEDS Commitments 


The Tigers need to continue to load up Average Stars 
on playmaking receivers, and they would 
love to sign a big-time, game-changing oo SS 
running back. Auburn also needs to land : LJ 
some offensive linemen and defensive 
backs. Just as important, Auburn must O66ooocSo «= 2 ¢ >€ Sp peas 
do a better job with its in-state 66000 : 
recruiting. OO66 

Total Stars 


hallanal hank: 19 


/ the ball in high school. He’s more of a free safety but is 
| tough in run support. 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Ht | OW Hometown School 


Jackson Tt oo 6-2 Gainesville, GA 
Had 99 tackles and a school-record 16 sacks as a senior. 


Brandon Jacobs RB OOO 6-1 230 —_Lilbum, GA Parkview 
Rated eee No. 60 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 60 
Tunning bac! 


LaVoyd James WR OOS 5-10 175 Mobile, AL _ Williamson 
cam as the No. 25 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 78 
wide receiver. 


Izauea Lanier MH OOO 6-1 185 Gordo, AL Gordo 
coe as the No. 19 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 54 


Philip Lutzenkirchen TE OGOG 64 245  Marietta,GA Lassiter 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 tight end. 


Onierio MicCalehb RB OOGS 60 175 Chatham, VA Hargrave Academy 
ae as the No. 4 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com...Enrolled at Auburn 
in January. 


Clint Moseley 8 oO9 64 200 Leroy, AL J Leroy 
Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
dual-threat quarterback. 


Taikwon Paige 1B OOGS 510 175 _ Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military College 
Rated as the nation’s No. 25 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Signed with North 
Carolina out of high school. 


Tyrik Rollison 0% 96606 62 185  SulphurSprings, TX Sulphur Springs 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 dual-threat quarterback...U.S. Army All-American. 


Travanie Stallworth WR GOOG 5-10 180 _ Leesville, LA Leesville 
Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Played quarterback for 
Leesville High School. 


John Sullen lb ooo 65 338 © Aubum, AL Aubum 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 35 
offensive guard. 


Reggie Taylor DB OCOSGS 510 167 — FortValley,GA Peach County 
Rated a ine No. 19 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 34 
cornerback. 


1 6O0C 61 298 Brewton, AL W. S. Neal 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
defensive tackle. 


Demond Washington AHH OOO 59 185 —Perkinsion, MS Gulf Coast €.C. 
secu = ae nation’s No. 91 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Auburn 
over Ole Miss. 
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Individual Stats 


89 Darvin Adams 


Hometown 


PRING 


31 Adam Herring 


TIGERS 5 


ROSTER 


LB 6-1 211 So, 


Hometown 


_ Springdale, AR 


14 Harry Adams _ 


Lauderdale, FL 


40 Robert Hill 


OE 6-1 So. 


Comer 


40 Justin Albert 


Prattville 


25 _D’Antoine Hood 


DB 5-10 


21 Michael Alexander RB 5-10 201, 


15. Trevor Barden 
28 Da’Shaun Barnes 


WR 6-4 172 


__Port Allen, LA 
Canton, GA 


45 Davis Hooper _ 
37 Morgan Hull 


RB 6-0 


___ Phenix City_ 
Montgomery 


K 63 


Decatur 


1B 6-2 222 


Tallahassee, FL 


96 Chris Humphries 


‘DE 62 


43 Gabe Barrett 


WR 5-10 170 


62 Charles Bates. — 


“OL 64 291 


Alexander City 


Gadsden 


57_Byron!som 
38 Marcus Jemison 


OL 63 
DB 6-2 


Somerville 
Jonesboro, GA 


McCalla 


22 T'Sharvan Bell 


6-0 177 


Kissimmee, FL 


38 Jason King 


_FB 60 


66 _ Mike Berry_ 
84 Montez Billings 


OL 63 313 


Antioch, TN 


42 Deante Lewis 


DB 6-1 


Atlanta, GA 


WR 6-2 184 


je \ls iz |x\s |x| lo |z |e le 


Pelham 


93 Mike Blanc 
30 Landry Bodie 


DL 6-4 288 


Jr. Pompano Beach, FL 


87_Derriek Lykes __ 
35. Zac Marbury 


DL 6-2 


Clanton 


FS 6-0 


DB 5-9 189 


1__ Chandler Brooks 


K 6-0 164 So, 


__Harvest 
Huntsville 


75_ Andrew McCain 
23 Onterio McCalebb 


oT 66 Sr. 
RB 5-10 


165 Fr 


18 Kodi Burns 


6-2 209 Jr 


19_ Ryan Burse 
17 Josh Bynes 


DL 61 229 Jr 


Fort Smith, AR 
Prattville 


6" Walter: Moraddon 
83. Gabe McKenzie 


08) 6-0 


Chelsea 


Birmingham 


Fort Meade, FL_ 


176 Sr. Pompano Beach, FL 


TE 6-5 252 Sr. 


LB 6-2 233 


Jt. Lauderdale Lakes, FL 


26 Mike McNeil 


18 Wes Byrum 
61 Joey Caldwell 
85 Quindarius Carr 


K 6-2 214 


B61 2 Fr, 


Jr. Fort Lauderdale, FL 


69 Rudy Odom 


S62 
OL 6-5 


205 Jr 
293 Sr. 


Mobile 
Mobile 
Mandeville, LA 


Five Points 


86 Nick Padgett 


WR 5-8 173 Jt 


WR 6-1 181 So, 


45 Antoine Carter 


181 
DE _6-4 255 


19 Neil Caudle 


QB 6-3 199 


Huntsville 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL 


72 Andrew Parmer! 


20 Woody Parramore WR 5-8 


OL 5-10 


266 Fr. 
167 Sr 


Hoover 


82_ Philip Pere-Louis 


36 Wade Christopher 


LB 6-1_209 


Vestavia Hills 


16 Brent Poole 


WR 5-8 157 Fr 


205 Fe 


Houston, TX 
Dalton, GA 
Montgomery 


Ft. Lauderdale, FL_ 


Troy 


98 Zach Clayton 


DL 6-3 285 Jn 


Opelika 


50 Ryan Pugh 


20 Drew Cole 


DB 5-11 192 So, 


Picayune, MS 


39. Spencer Pybus 


QB 6-2 
OL 64 280 Jr 
So. 


52__ Antonio Coleman 


‘DE 63 257 Sr 


56 _Ashton Richardson 


35__ Patrick Collier 
79 Jared Cooper _ 


WR 5-11 188 _ Fr. 


Rome, GA 


91 _ Jake Ricks 


1B 6-0 216 
LB 6-0 190 So. 


Hoover 
___ Dothan 
New Orleans, LA 


DL 6-4 206 Sr, 


OL 


6-4 300 So, 


Brewton 


96 Clayton Crofoot 


DS 66 198 Sr 


86 John Cubelic 


95 Dax Dellenbach 


30 John Douglas 


WR 6-0 207 Jr 


__ Orlando, FL_ 


78 Darrell Roseman 
2__ Aairon Savage 


OL 64 204 dr 


Muscle Shoals _ 
Dunedin, FL 


DB 5-11 173 Sr, 


Birmingham 


47 Jomarcus Savage 


DL 62 27 Fr. 


pS 61 


229 Fr.__ Coconut Creek, FL 


RB 6-2 235 So. 


Augusta, GA_ 


21 Ryan Shoemaker _ 


11_ ‘Mike Slade 


P 6-0 191 Jr 


DB 6-3 191 So, 


51 Watson Downs 
97 Clinton Durst 


1B 6-0 212 Fr. 


Dothan 


32_ Erie Smith 


P 6-1 «192 J 


Destin, Fi. 


55 Vance Smith — 


RB 5-10 204 So 


OL 6-2 255 So, 


53__Bart Eddins 


4 Zac Etheridge 


A53 Brenton Evans. 
27 Mario Fannin 
oF Like Ferner 


OL 6-4 290 Jr. 


Montgomery 


SS 6-0 204 Jr 
‘DB 5-10 190 Fr 


Troy_ 


39 Ralph Spry 
46 Craig Stevens 


WR 5-10 161 Jr 
LB 6-3 227 dr, 


Lilburn, GA 


RB 5-11 226 dr. 
DE 5-11 246 So. 


__Hampton, GA 


44 Ben Tate 


Ka 59 16 S07 
RB 5-11 217 Sr. 


Roanoke 


41_ Nathan Taylor 


29 Jeremy Flowers 


DB 5-10 205 So. 


21_Eltoro Freeman 
74 Stephen Gibbons 


LB 5-11 222 So, 


ht 
Alexander City 


33. Christian Thompson DB 6-1 


___ Albany, GA 


Huntsville 


___ Birmingham 


_Tallahassee, FL 
__ Seffner, FL_ 
Pace, FL 


—___Aubum 


Tallahassee, FL_ 
___Montgomery 
Newark, MD 


WR 5-10 173 So. Fredericksburg, VA 


200 So. 


15 Neiko Thorpe 


OL 6-0 235 Fr 


36 Michael Gibson 


Michael Goggans _ 


RBOS1 227 


__ Marietta, GA 
Boligee 


12. Ghuts Todd 


DB 6-2 182 So. 


08 64 214 Sr. 


Fl. Lauderdale, FL, 
Tucker, GA 
Elizabethtown, KY. 


5 Tommy Trott 


TE 6-5 237 Sr. 


DE 6-3 257 Jr 


Alexander City 


14 _ Barrett Trotter 


AJ. Greene 
4 Jeremiah Haley 
Josh Harris 


OL_ 65 279 So. 
0B 5-9 162 Fr 


Madison, TH 


54 Andre Wadley 


QB 62 201 Fe 
DL_ 62 300 Fi. 


Hazel Green 


87_ Derek Winter 


DS 6-1 224 So, 


Tim Hawthome 


WR 6-3 216 Jr. 


_Carroliton, GA_ 
Homewood 


48 Bailey Woods 


Hemando, MS 


WR 6-0 200 So, Tampa, FL_ 


6-5 230 So. 


81 Terrell Zachery 


Cameron Henderson DL 


64 209 


b] 


Marietta, GA 
Wadley 


NOTEBOOK 


Ne faces could emerge as much-needed play- 
makers when the 2009 signees arrive for fall 
practice. 

Two could be Emory Blake and DeAngelo 
Benton, highly regarded wide receivers from 
Texas and Louisiana, respectively. They were part 
of the new coaching staff's surprisingly strong 
recruiting class that could prove much better 
than its ranking. 

¢ Speaking of the new staff, while Lane 
Kiffin’s group in Knoxville got the most ink and 
made the most noise, Chizik’s guys are equally 
praiseworthy and got to work quickly, trying to 
prove those hefty salaries are deserved. 

The nine assistants reportedly will earn about 
$2.53 million this year, starting in the $350,000 
range for defensive coordinator Ted Roof and 
offensive coordinator Gus Malzahn. 

* Antonio Coleman is one of America's pre- 
miere defensive ends. But, there was a time 
when he could have seen himself competing 
with Ben Tate. 

"I started playing park football before I even 
started grammar school," he said. "I played for 
Trinity Gardens Park, then the R.V. Taylor Plaza 
team. I was the running back and also played 
nose guard because I was one of the biggest play- 
ers. I was in the newspaper almost every week. 

"In middle school, I moved to fullback and 
linebacker. Then, in the ninth grade, coach moved 
me to defensive end." 

As they say, the rest is history. He was a four- 
year starter at defensive end, then became a star 
at Auburn and will no doubt get the chance to 
continue at the next level. 

° A record 45,381 attended the A-Day spring 
gamein April. Bill Cameron of Tiger Communications 
won the annual Bill Beckwith Crowd Estimate 
Award given to the media representative who 
comes closest to the actual crowd number. He 
missed it by 297 ... on the high side. 

¢ Marcus Jemison, who missed last season 
because of injury, could qualify as a well kept 
secret. 

Listed as a third-team linebacker, the redshirt 
freshman is known as a hitter and could be an 
impact player before his Auburn days end. He 
was all-state at McAdory High, McCalla (Ala.) 
— the same school that produced a guy named 
Bo Jackson. 


Par . pap np | 

On expectations: “I think Auburn might be 
the surprise team in the league. You know 
Auburn has good talent. Auburn and Tennessee 
were probably a lot alike last year. For what- 
ever reason, they underachieved. Maybe it was — 
high expectations that didn’t get met. early. 
You know they've got ability. Auburn always 
has good ability.” 

On Auburn's personnel: “The offensive line 
has a chance to be very good. They're average at 
wide receiver, but they always were. It’s all going | 
to come down to right tackle and quarterback.” 

On SEC defenses: “Alabama, Auburn, Ole — 
| Miss and LSU will be very good on defense, I 
_ think all four are better than anybody in the 
East except Florida. Take the top five defenses — 
in the SEC, four come from the West.” | 


—— ee | 


r---— 
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Kodi Burns 


line. 

Senior end Antonio Coleman is a 
great place to start. Already one of the 
nation’s elite, he is being asked to take 
more of a leadership role. He has 14.5 
sacks the past two seasons and, barring 
injury, will continue to move up on Au- 
burn’s career sack list. 

Juniors Michael Goggans and An- 
toine Carter at the other end make this 
a Tiger strong point. They combined 
for more than 40 tackles and 10 tackles 


for loss in 2008. 

Senior Jake Ricks, along with juniors 
Mike Blanc and Zach Clayton, will man 
the middle at defensive tackle. They re- 
place departed starters Tez Doolittle 
and Sen’Derrick Marks, a late second- 
round pick by the Tennessee Titans in 
the NFL Draft. 

Linebacker is thin, but potentially 
dominating. Athletic big-play man Josh 
Bynes has shown all-star talent. He had 
53 tackles and intercepted three passes a 
year ago. Craig Stevens, who started all 
12 games in 2008, will again start on the 
strong side, and is backed up by Marcus 
Jemison and Da’Shaun Barnes. 

Eltoro Freeman, one of the country’s 
top junior college players, was named 
weakside starter before the first spring 
scrimmage. Spencer Pybus, a Freshman 
All-SEC selection, will contribute as 
a sophomore, as will classmate Adam 


Herring. 


The secondary will be a strength — if 


everybody can stay healthy. 

Walter McFadden, a senior, will hold 
down one cornerback spot. Neiko Thor- 
pe looks to start as the other cornerback, 
but he'll be pushed by Aairon Savage, a 
2007 starter who missed last season due 
to a torn ACL. T’Sharvan Bell redshirted 
last year and D’Antoine Hood started 
one game. Both should see a lot of play- 
ing time. 


The safety spots are thin but solid if 


starter Mike McNeil returns from a bro- 
ken bone suffered in the spring and back- 
up Mike Slade shakes off a spring injury. 
Junior Zac Etheridge will start at free 
safety. He led the team with 75 tackles a 
year ago. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


No area needs more improvement. 
Missed field goals and extra points alone 
could have turned the 2008 season. 

Inconsistent junior placekicker Wes 
Byrum has won some big games during 
his time on the Plains, but his missed 


BEST& 
“BRIGHTEST 3 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Consensus ~ANL-SEC. ‘in 
2008. .,. Has at least one 
tackle for loss in 16 of past 
25 games. ... Led team. 
with six sacks and 10.5 
tackles for loss last season. 

.. Registered 8.5 sacks in 
2007. ... Respected by 
players and coaches for 
hard work and approach to 
the game. ... Team needs leaders, especially on 
defense if the new spread sputters early. 
Coleman will be looked to for ie leadership. 


EME AGING 5 TAR 
C Ryan Pugh 
Started every game in 2008 
as a sophomore, playing dif- 
ferent positions. ... Replaces 
Jason Bosley at center and 
should be the best in the 
Southeastern Conference at 
the position, ... Has graded 
consistently high in big 

games, ... In his second game A 
at center, graded 88 percent 


on 75 plays against Mississippi State i a 2008. . 
Graded 91 percent against LSU, 96 percent aginst 
West Virginia and 93 percent against Georgia. ... 
Suffered leg injury against Arkansas in 2007, but 
that is no rues a cage 


TOP NEWCOMER 


LB Eltoro Freeman 
Originally committed to 
Auburn in 2006, but. 
enrolled in junior college. 
.. Helped Mississippi Gulf 
Coast to the national junior 
college championship in 
2007. ... Ranked among the 
top junior college players 
in the country. ... Asa high ge 
school senior at nearby 
Alexander City, he was ranked among the Top 
20 outside linebackers nationally by Rivals.com. 
... Brings dynamic, hard-hitting style at a posi- 
tion where depth is thin ... Named a starter 
before the first day of spring practice. 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND a 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W. LOUISIANA-MONROE 34-0 
Scoring 24.8 56 Scoring 24.2 84 Scoring 17.3 110 W SOUTHERN MISS 27-13 
Rushing 148.2 47 Rushing 156.9 53 Rushing 137.5 69 Rare te 
Passing «172.7 88 | Passing 178.2 103 | Passing 165.4 99 W at Mississippi State 3-2 
Total 320.9 76 Total 335.2 97 | Total 302.9 104 L LSU 21-26 
Ww TENNESSEE 14-42 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L at Vanderbilt 13-44 
mam og [ats [as ene rae 
ushing , ushing f ushing i Rees . 
Passing 168.2 14 Passing 173.2 6 Passing 178.8 19 : - ie ies Kee 
Total 292.4 19 Total 297.9 6 | Total 317.8 29 Mule 
W  TENNESSEE-MARTIN 37-20 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK = L GEORGIA 13-17 
+5 +0.38 34 0 0.0 55 | -8 - 0.67 100 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100} | at Alabama 0-36 
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Give Me ‘5’ — Trott 

Hot at New Spot? 
uburn’s entire team has something 
to prove this season, but few have 
more than Tommy Trott. 

The senior tight end anguished with his 
teammates last year as the offense bogged 
down near the goal-line in game after game 
that easily could have gone Auburn's way. 

He might have thought things couldn't 
get worse ... but he was wrong. 

“It was in the first half of the Georgia 
game,” he recalled. 

“It was helmet-to-knee. At halftime, we 


thought it was OK. But the first series of 
the second half I was blocking a defensive 


N2 Linoy's Sports Annuats 


end. Nothing hit my left knee; it just blew 
out. I knew it immediately.” 

It was a torn ACL. Surgery followed 
the next week and rehab kept him out of 
spring drills. 

“I train every day, working on cutting 
and planting,” he said in the spring. 

“It’s doing great, but I have to develop 
trust with it. I know I'll take a shot to the 
knee in the first game. It will scare me half 
to death. But once I realize that I didn’t 
re-hurt it, that will be it. I’m so ready to 
do that.” 

Trott is excited about the opportunity to 
prove himself in the new offense. He'll get 
that chance playing the “5” spot. 

“It’s an inside receiver with blocking re- 
sponsibility,” he explained. “You have to 
do both. The position will have a greater 
role. It may line up at tight end, but can 
also split wide or play in the slot.” 

The team is looking ahead, but there 
were lessons learned looking back at 2008. 

“It was so frustrating,” he said. 

“The defense kept us in it, but we would 
shoot ourselves in the foot near the goal- 
line ... penalties, turnovers, missed kicks. 
A missed assignment, a missed block. 
Hopefully, this year we'll be better pre- 
pared to recover. We have to take advan- 
tage of our position this season and make 
more plays.” 

Trott takes that as a personal challenge. 

“Im a passionate player,” he admitted. 
“I play with emotion. I'm not going to 
slack up on any play. 

“But sometimes that excitement gets me 
in trouble. Sometimes, I make the tough 
catch better than the easy catch. When it’s 
a tough catch, you play on instinct. You 
don’t think about it; you use your talent. 
But when it’s coming at shoulder level 
and you're not covered, you start think- 
ing about it or you start to run before you 
have the ball.” 


kicks have lost some, too. Kickoffs seldom 
make it to the end zone and opponents 
often start with great field position. By- 
rum will be pushed by walk-ons Chandler 
Brooks and Morgan Hull. 

Clinton Durst, a former walk-on, 
should be the punter over 2008 pre- 
season All-SEC Ryan Shoemaker. Durst 
was fourth in the SEC in punting aver- 
age last year. 

The return game could be exciting. 
Mario Fannin will be deep on punts and 
kickoffs and is always a long-distance 
threat. Speedsters joining him should in- 
clude freshmen Philip Pierre-Louis and 
Onterio McCalebb. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


If Auburn hopes to improve on last sea- 
son’s record, a quick start is mandatory. 

Four early home wins are possible, but 
surprisingly strong Louisiana Tech and 
Mississippi State will be challenging. The 
Tigers owe payback to Big East power 
West Virginia after last year’s second-half 
collapse in Morgantown. 

October is brutal with games at Ten- 
nessee, Arkansas and LSU in a four-week 
stretch, and a Halloween date with Ole 
Miss. 

November isn’t much better with 
a home game against Alabama, which 
comes off its first win over Auburn in 
seven years. Georgia hosts the Tigers, 
going for four in a row in the series. 

Auburn needs to win at least two of the 
road games for the 2009 season to end up 
above average. 


— Lyn Scarbrough 
SCHEDULE 

Date Opponent '08 Record 
Sept. 5 LOUISIANA TECH (8-5) 
Sept.12 MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-8) 
Sept.19 | WEST VIRGINIA (9-4) 
Sept. 26 BALL STATE (12-2) 
Oct. 3 at Tennessee (5-7) 
Oct. 10 at Arkansas (5-7) 
Oct. 17 KENTUCKY (7-6) 
Oct. 24 at LSU (8-5) 
Oct. 31 OLE MISS (9-4) 
Nov. 7 FURMAN (7-5) 
Nov. 14 at Georgia (10-3) 
Nov. 27 ALABAMA (12-2) 
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When business calls you away from the GAME. on 
LBA Properties has the perfect locations for you to stay. 


iES 


FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT 
BIRMINGHAM INVERNESS (205) 991-1055 
TUSCALOOSA (205) 366-0900 


SPRINGHILL SUITES BY MARRIOTT 
MONTGOMERY (334) 409-9999 


HILTON GARDEN INN 
AUBURN/OPELIKA (334) 502-3500 
HUNTSVILLE/SPACE CENTER (256) 430-1778 


HOLIDAY INN 


DOTHAN SOUTH (334) 794-8711 


FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT 
(478) 474-9922 


(706) 576-3773 


MACON/MERCER UNIVERSITY (478) 741-5527 


FAIRFIELD INN BY MARRIOTT 
ORANGE PARK (904) 278-7442 


SPRINGHILL SUITES BY MARRIOTT 
(727) 571-1600 


(662) 840-8500 


(910) 478-9795 


‘ARD BY MARRIOTT 
‘OL (276) 591-4400 


TENNESSEE 


AY INN 


LOUISVILLE AIRPORT-FAIR/EXPO (502) 637-4500 


(334) 671-0100 HUNTSVILLE 


TOWNEPLACE SUITES BY MARRIOTT 
HUNTSVILLE (256) 971-5277 


DOTHAN (334) 671-7676 
MONTGOMERY EAST (334) 272-2225 
FAIRFIELD INN & SUITES BY MARRIOTT 


KINGSLAND (912) 576-1010 CoLumBus 


(912) 920-3787 


(256) 971-0921 


(706) 317-5600 


(850) 484-8001 TALLAHASSEE (850) 562-8766 


SANFORD, FL (407) 995-1000 


HOLIDAY INN EXPRESS 
NICEVILLE (850) 678-913! 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Addazio 


AT At GLAINEE 
1341, 7-1 SEC (Ast, East) 


overall: 83-17, 8 years 


AE TURNING 5 TAR TERS “ 
20; 7 offense, 1 ‘defence, punter, Kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Tim Tebow, RB Chris Rainey, TE Aaron — 
‘Hernandez, PR/KR Brandon James, CB Joe 
Haden, LB Brandon Spikes, CB Janoris 
Jenkins, $ Major Wright 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


A defense that held OU's record-setting 
offense to just 14 points returns virtually 
intact: All but one of the top 22 players 


Haden and Jenkins are shutdown corners. 
Rainey and RB Jeff Demps give the ape 
big-play potential and Tebow is, well, — 
Tebow. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS Us 
The Gators need someone to step up at 
receiver, Riley Cooper and David Nelson are 
solid players but don’t scare defenses. Deonte 
‘Thompson is the most likely candidate, but 
young players such as T.J. Lawrence, | Frankie 
Hammond and super-recruit Andre Debose 
will have to contribute, 


WR Percy Harvin, WR Louis she 1 
OT Phil Trautwein 


‘The Gators are primed for a run at a third 
national title in four years and all the 
components are in place: great defense, 
leadership, experience, outstanding special 
teams, a veteran quarterback and playmak- 
ers on offense. Another big benefit is a 
‘regular-season schedule that has potential- 
ly only two tough games: LSU and Georgia. 
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_ For more coverage of the Gators, \ visit florida rivals. com 


“Urban Meyer — At Florida: 44-9, 4 years; 


are back. Spikes is a game-changer and 


FLORIDA 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charlie Strong 


DIUM: Ben Hill Griffis 


Enjoy the Rings, Fellas ... Now, Get Back to Work 


verybody in the Florida locker room 
was feeling pretty darn good. 

The players were admiring the BCS na- 
tional championship rings they received 
moments before the Orange & Blue 
spring game. 

Backup quarterback John Brantley had 
just put on a highlight show on a sunny 
75-degree Saturday afternoon. 

Then Mickey Marotti, UF’s director of 
strength and conditioning, stood up to 
speak. 

Enjoy yourselves now, he said, because 
there’s not going to be any fun for the 
next four months. 

“Mickey had a very passionate talk to 
our players,” coach Urban Meyer said. 
“It'll be the most difficult offseason that 
Florida’s ever had. And then we'll have 
training camp and it will be the most 
difficult training camp they've ever gone 
through.” 

That is how Meyer will try to man- 
age the lofty expectations in 2009. With 
decorated quarterback Tim Tebow back 
for his senior season and nearly the entire 
two-deep depth chart on defense return- 
ing, Florida is the favorite to win the na- 
tional title. 

Seemingly, the only thing that could 
derail the Gators, other than injuries to 
key people, is complacency. 

“We're going to make it so hard that 
they're going to just try to make it to 
3 o'clock in the afternoon,” Meyer said. 
“Make it so hard they have a hard time 
picking up the (preview) magazine that 
tells them how good they are. That's the 
only way.” 

The players’ response? Bring it on. 

“Everybody’s excited about that,” Tebow 
said. “You want to make guys hurt. The 
only way we can do anything about (win- 
ning another title) is with our work ethic 
and striving for perfection every day.” 

Senior linebacker Brandon Spikes re- 
members what happened after UF won 


the 2006 national title. Players slacked in 
the offseason, which, coupled with some 
key personnel losses, resulted in a 9-4 re- 
cord. 

“A lot of guys on defense from last year 
were part of that ‘06 team, when we kind 
of got satisfied in the offseason,” Spikes 
said. “It’s been different right now. After 
our national championship, we enjoyed 
it, we celebrated it, then we just came 
back to work, looking to try to get an- 
other one.” 

Tebow and Spikes both see it as their 
responsibility to make sure nobody slacks. 
Ifanyone does, their words will make Ma- 
rotti’s speech seem like a pat on the back. 

“What made us a great team was 
that edge of wanting to win, wanting 
to go out there and fight and dominate 
teams,” Tebow said. “I think we'll keep 
that because we have good senior lead- 
ership.” 


OFFENSE 


Tim Tebow, the 2007 Heisman winner 
and the runner-up last season, spent the 
offseason working on his mechanics with 
new quarterbacks coach Scot Loeffler. 
That should make the career 65.8 percent 
passer even more dangerous. 

Tailbacks Jeff Demps and Chris 
Rainey are big plays waiting to happen. 
They each averaged 7.8 yards per carry 
and combined for 14 runs or receptions 
of 30 or more yards last season. Option 
No. 3 is former USC standout Emman- 
uel Moody, who averaged 7.2 yards per 
carry in °08. 

The line got a bit of a shakeup with 
the emergence of center Sam Robey 
during the spring. He was so impressive 
the coaches decided to move Maurkice 
Pouncey from center to left guard. 

Carl Johnson, who filled in capably at 
left guard last season, moves to left tackle. 
Marcus Gilbert starts at right tackle and 
right guard Mike Pouncey is the only 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.cCOM 2009 


oC 
on 
oS 
cc 
a 
a 
o 
a 
$s 


Photo by Tom 


Brandon Spikes 


Photo by J. Meric/Getty Images 


Tim Tebow 


starter in the same spot as ’08. 

The coaches are expecting tight end 
Aaron Hernandez to blossom into an All- 
SEC player this season. Hernandez was 
UP’s third-leading receiver last season (34 
catches) after being pressed into duty be- 
cause of a knee injury to starter Cornelius 
Ingram. Hernandez followed that with 
the best offseason, at least through spring 
drills, of his career. 

“Aaron just completed his best three 
months of probably his life,” Meyer said. 

“His seriousness, his serious approach 
to academics, his serious approach to 
football and offseason training. He’s not 
had that since he’s been here. He’s one 
of our top five, top three workers on our 
team right now.” 

The receivers are the biggest question. 

Meyer feels good about his top three. 
Riley Cooper has been UF’s best block- 
ing receiver the past two seasons, but 
has just 30 catches in 37 career games. 
David Nelson came on strong last sea- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS — STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Tim Tebow* St___ New QB coach worked on mechanics all spring. John Brantley, So. 

RB _Jeff Demps* So. Averaged 7.8 yards per carry last season. Chris Rainey, So, 

WR ___ Riley Cooper* Sr. Good blocker must become playmaker. Ta. Lawrence, Fr. 

WR David Nelson Sr. Had three TD catches in last four games in ‘08. Carl Moore, Sr. 

WR Deonte Thompson So. Good speed, questionable hands. Frankie Hammond Fr. 
TE Aaron Hernandez* Jr. __UF’s best receiver in the red zone. Desmond Parks, Fr. 
LT Carl Johnson* Jr Filled in nicely at left guard last season. Matt Patchan, So. 


LG Maurkice Pouncey* Jr. 


Has made 26 career starts. Moves from center. 


James Wilson, So. 


C Sam Robey Fr. __ Won starting job with a great spring. Maurkice Pouncey, Jr. 
RG Mike Pouncey* Jt. Only lineman in same position as 2008. Maurice Hurt, Jr. 
RT Marcus Gilbert Jr. __ Has three career starts — all last season. Nick Alajajian, Fr. 


PK —_ Jonathan Phillips* Sr.___ Made 12 of 13 FGs in ’08, but long was only 40. Caleb Sturgis, So. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Justin Trattou* Jr___ Missed spring with abdominal injury. Carlos Dunlap, Jr. 
DT __Terron Sanders* Jr. Biggest surprise on the defense last season. Troy Epps, Sr. 

DT _Lawrence Marsh* Jr Developed consistency coaches wanted. Omar Hunter, So. 
DE Jermaine Cunningham* Sr. —_- Has 12.5 sacks in the past two seasons. William Green, So. 
LB Ryan Stamper* Sr. Quietly a solid contributor. Dustin Doe, Sr. 

LB Brandon Spikes* Sr. __ Picked off three passes, returned two for TDs. Ryan Stamper, Sr. 
LB Brandon Hicks* Jr Won starting job midway through '08. A.J. Jones, Jr. 

CB Joe Haden* Jf Might be the best shutdown corner in SEC. Adrian Bushell, Fr. 
CB _Janoris Jenkins* So, ___Second true frosh CB to start UF's opening day. Jeremy Brown, Fr. 
SS Ahmad Black* Jr__Heady player always in right spot. Dorian Munroe, Sr. 
FS Major Wright* Jr. __ Big hitter but sometimes out of position. Will Hill, So. 

Pp Chas Henry* Jr___Hit 15 punts of 50-plus yards in 08. David Lerner, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


son — 10 of his 12 catches and three 
of his five touchdowns came in the last 
four games — but he is strictly a posses- 
sion receiver. Deonte Thompson is No. 
3, but he hasn't been in a must-produce 
role yet. 

Junior college transfer Carl Moore had 
a good spring after a disappointing junior 
season. Redshirt freshmen Frankie Ham- 
mond, T.J. Lawrence and Omarius Hines 
are talented but unproven. 

The wildcard is freshman Andre De- 
bose, one of the most sought-after recruits 
in the country. His name keeps coming 
up when Meyer talks about finding some- 
one to fill the role that Percy Harvin had, 
although Meyer concedes he may have to 
use several people to make the position 
work. 

“That created havoc across this coun- 
try, to have a guy that has that ability,” 
Meyer said. “To come in and run a pass 
route and still come in and run a direct 
downhill run, that’s hard to defend.” 


DEFENSE 


Offensive coordinators across the SEC 
are cringing. 

Not only do the Gators return 21 of 
the 22 players on the two-deep depth 
chart from a defense that stumped 
OU’s record-setting offense in the 
BCS title game, they also have talented 
young players who will find their way 
onto the field. 

This is especially true in the secondary, 
which may be the best in school history. 
Joe Haden and Janoris Jenkins are lock- 
down corners headed for the NFL. Two 
safeties with NFL potential (Will Hill, 
Dee Finley) are back-ups behind Ahmad 
Black and Major Wright. 

In addition, UF will have to find 
playing time for safety Dorian Munroe 
— a projected starter last year who suf- 
fered a torn ACL in July 2008 — and 
cornerbacks Adrian Bushell and Jeremy 
Brown. 


The best of the bunch may end up be- 
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WR Andre Debose 

With Percy Harvin leaving early for the NFL, Florida 
may have found the perfect replacement in Debose. 
Like Harvin, Debose is electrifying with the ball in his 
hands. He may not be quite as strong, but he has just 
as much speed and quickness. 


LB Jon Bostic 

Bostic graduated early and participated in spring foot- 

{ ball. He has looked good at middle linebacker and 
should play this fall. Bostic has the versatility to play all 
wea three linebacker positions. 


$ Dee Finley 

Finley signed with Florida a year ago but failed to quali- 
fy. He’s now enrolled and had some good moments 
during spring football. Finley is playing strong safety 
and is more adept in run support than coverage at this 
point. 


_3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos Stars Ht wi 


Nick Alajajian = OOOO 64 280 Naples, FL Naples 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 offensive guard...U.S. Army All-American...Enrolled at Florida in January... 
Missed six games in his senior season due to an ankle injury. 


Hometown School 


Jon Bostic 1B OOOO 1 218 — Wellington, AL Palm Beach Central 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation's 
No. 4 inside linebacker...U.S. Army All-American...Enrolled at Florida in January... 
Father, Jon Bostic Sr., played three seasons for the Detroit Lions in the NFL. 


Gary Brown 01 600600006063 275 Quincy, West Gadsden 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 defensive tackle...Committed to Florida during his junior year of high school. 


Anire Debose WR O©GOOOObK) 170 — Sanford,FL Seminole 
Rivalsi100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No, 2 wide receiver...Caught winning touchdown pass in final seconds of Class 
6A state title victory over Miami-Northwestern. 


Joshua Evans AH OGOO 62 185 — Irvington, NJ Irvington 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 athlete...Chose Florida over Oklahoma, Pittsburgh and Purdue. 


Dee Finley DB OOOO 61 193  NewBerlin, NY Milford Academy 
Rated as the No. 6 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com...Originally signed 
with Florida out of Auburn (Ala.) High School in 2008. 


Mike Gillislee RBOOOO 61 205 Deland, FL Deland 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 all-purpose back...Rushed for 1,149 yards as a senior. 


Jon Halapio ol ooo 64 302 St. Petersburg, FL Catholic 
Rated as the No. 85 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
offensive guard...Played all five positions on the offensive line in high school. 


Jonotthan Harrison OL OOOO 64 290 — Groveland, FL South Lake 
Rated as the No. 49 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 12 
offensive guard. 


Edwin Herbert 1 ©6600 63 295 San Francisco, CA 


City College of 
San Francisco 


Rated as the nation’s No. 27 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Florida over 
Arkansas, NC State and Tennessee...Enrolled at Florida in January. 
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2010 NEEDS 


The Gators should reel in a big-time 
class in 2010, especially coming off a 
2008 national-championship season. 
Florida is looking to sign a little bit of 
everything, with a priority at wide 
receiver, cornerback, safety and the 
defensive front. 


RB Mike Gillistee 

Gillislee is a terrific runner with breakaway speed, and 
he can catch out of the backfield. He should be a great 
fit in Florida’s offense because of his versatility and ath- 
leticism. 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Pos Stars Ht wi Hometown School 


Jelani Jenkins 1B O©O060062 220 Olney,MD OurLady Of Good Counsel 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Maryland...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 outside linebacker...Chose Florida over Penn State, USC, Notre Dame and 
Stanford on National Signing Day. 


Ketlric Johnson DE OOO 6-4 225 ~—~Palmetto, FL Palmetto 
Rated as the No. 64 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
weakside defensive end...Recorded 24.5 sacks as a senior...Selected Florida over 
Auburn, Clemson, Nebraska, Michigan and others. 


Kyle Koehne o ooo 6-6 290 — Indianapolis, IN Cathedral 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 34 
Offensive guard...Helped Indianapolis Cathedral win its second Class 4A state champi- 
onship in three years in 2008. 


Xavier Nixon Oh OOOO 66 263 — Fayetteville, NC Jack Britt 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in North Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 3 offensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American...Both parents serve in the 
U.S. Military. 


Desmond Parks TE 000 6-4 218 — Greer, SC Greer 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 tight end...Enrolled at Florida in January...Selected the Gators over Clemson 
and North Carolina. 


Jordan Reed ( OOOO 63 


235 New London, CT 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Connecticut by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 dual-threat quarterback...Chose Florida over Connecticut, Oregon and Boston 
College. 
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e GATORS SPRING ROSTER 


No. Name 


62_ Lamar Abel 
58 Nick Alajajian 


Pos. Ht Wt. Cl. Hometown 


DL 6-2 260 So. Sunrise 7 Carl Johnson 


Ht Wt Cl. 


6-5 342 Jr 


OL 6-4 288 Fr __Naples A.J, Jones 


14 Markihe Anderson 


G1 26 


CB 5-9 182 Sr. Fort Myers Byran Jones 


6-2 


Garland, TX John Jones 


315 Fr 


6-2 219 Jr 


OL 6-5 Tampa T.J, Lawrence 


54 Brendan Beal LB 


61 Gary Beemer 


6-1 


305 Jr. 
6-3 


241 Fr. Bangor, PA Duke Lemmens 


6-3 


IP ELE 
260 Jr. Westlake Village, CA 


Hometown 


Durham, NC 
___Tampa 
__ Jacksonville 

Sarasota 
Lakeland 


“OL 6-0 285 J Valrico David Lerner 


35 Ahmad Black 


P 6-1 200 Fr. 


Gainesville 


S 5-9 185 Jr Lakeland 99 Lawrence Marsh 


14 Andrew Blaylock 
52 Jon Bostic 


0B 6-0 200 Jr 


1B 61 25 


Durham, NC 
Wellington 


34 Lerentee McCray 
44 Ean McQuay 


12. John Brantley 
28 Jeremy Brown 


0B 63 217 So _ Ocala Emmanuel Moody 


_DT 6-4 304 Jr Augusta, GA 


(B62 27 So, 


DB 5-8 176 So. 


RB 6-0 210 Jr. 


CB 5-10 182 Fr. 7 Orlando Carl Moore 


37__ Vincent Brown 


WR 6-3 225 Sr. 


ata 
Gainesville 
Coppel TX. 
Roseville, CA 


RB 5-6 177 So. __ Gainesville 


Dorian Munroe 


48 Rick Burgess 
27 Adrian Bushell 
42 Miguel Carodine 


S 5-11 205 sr 


Miami 


FB 6-1 230 Sr. Jupiter 


David Nelson 


WR 6-5 212 Sr. 


Wichita Falls, TX 


cB 5-10 180 Fr. Zack 0'Quinn 


DeSoto, TX 


QB 6-1 229 Fr 


Lake Charles, LA 


DB 5-11 210 Jr Gainesville 


82 Christopher ColemanTE 6-3 245 Sr 


11_ Riley Cooper 


Earl Okine 


DE 6-7 274 


Gainesville 


___ bake City” 


Desmond Parks 


TE 6-4 233 


Greer, SC 


WR 6-3 215 Sr. Clearwater 


49 Jermaine Cunningham DE 6-3 252 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 


2 __ Jeffery Demps 


Matt Patchan 


Ol 6-6 260 


Tampa_ 


Scott Peek 


LB 61 213 


Tampa 


ATH 5-8 183 So. Winter Garden 


32 DustinDoe ss LB. «6-0 231 Sr. 


26 Lorenzo Edwards 


38 Jonathan Phillips 
Jasper oan Bee 


4 Wondy Pierre-Louis CB 6-1 


_K 5-40 218 Sr. 
185 Sr. 


DE 6-6 290 Jt. North Charleston, SC. 


50 Chris Pintado 


LB 6-0 


LB 6-1 236 un __ Orlando” 


98 _Troy Epps _ 


59 John Fairbanks _ 
13 Dee Finley 


56 Maurkice Pouncey OL 


6-5 


Wellington 


___ Naples 
Miami 
Lakeland 


DT 6-0 306 Sr Union, SC 
— = ~~ __-55_Mike Pouncey 


165 


Lakeland 


LS 6-4 284 Jr Celebration 
Auburn, AL 


45_T.J. Pridemore 


3 _ Brandon Frazier 


76 Marcus Gilbert 


96 William Green 


S62 21 Fe iL 
WR 6-3 216 Jr. Jacksonville 
OL 6-5 320 Jr __ FortLauderdale 

Hoover, AL 


DE 6-3 235 So. 


50 Sam Robey 
46_ Michael Ross 


5 Joe Haden 


85 _ Frankie Hammond 


92 Terron Sanders 


3. Chris Rainey 


BBA 
RB 5-9 
OL 64 291° 
1B 5-11 230_ Fr, 
OT 62 309 Jr. 


21 Fr. 


Gainesville, GA 
Lakeland 
Louisville, KY 
Boca Raton 
Bradenton 


CB 5-11 190 Jr, Ft. Washington, MD 


WR 6-0 175 Fr Hollywood 72_ Shawn Schmieder 


OL 6-4 258 Jr 


Jacksonville 


48 Marquis Hannah 


72 Jonotthan Harrison OL 


23 Corey Henderson 
17_Chas Henry _ 


20 Christopher Scott 


DB 5-11 


RB 5-9 197 Jr Miami 


Groveland _“0*y Sorentne 


51_ Brandon Spikes 
41 Ryan Stamper 


DB 5-11 170 So, _St. Petersburg 
P 6-3 222 Jr 


97 Edwin Herbert 
81 Aaron Hernandez 


__ WR 5-7 


60 William Steinmann OL 


175 


___ Englewood _ 
Ocala 


LB 6-3 258 Sr 
1B 62 25 se 
6-5 285 So. 


Dallas, GA 
OT 6-2 282 Jr. 


Fairfield, CA 
TE 6-2 250 Jr 19 Caleb Sturgis 


K 5-10 190 So, | 


40 Brandon Hicks 


10 Will Hill 


= Bristol, CT 
LB 6-2 221 dr. 15_ Tim Tebow 


QB 6-3 245 


Shelby, NC 
Jacksonville 
Daytona Beach 
St. Augustine 
Jacksonville 


____Sacksonville 
202 


So. "West Orange, NJ 6 __Deonte Thompson 


S64 


Sr 
WR 6-0 201 So, 


Belle Glade 


94 Justin Trattou 


DE 6-3 264 Jr 


Ramsey, NJ 


OL ‘ 65 Glen Watson 


34 Reginald Hopkins 


bul Se Stoven Wilks 
Miramar 7__ Justin Williams 


6 Jaye Howard 
99 Omar Hunter 


Apopka 53_Mike Williamson 
_ Buford,GA 66 


James Wilson 


DL 62 312 Fr. 


Pensacola 


FB 6-1 230 So. 


WR 6-0 205 J, 


__ Lakeland» 
Folkston, GA 


LS 5-10 202 Sr, 
OL 65 329 So, 


74 Maurice Hurt 
25 Brandon James 
29 Janoris Jenkins 


Jr. Milledgeville, GA 88 Paul Wilson 


WR 6-0 191 So, 


Sr. St. Augustine Cody Worton 


S 6-0 200 Jr 


Winter Park 
__ St. Augustine 


Homestead 


CB 5-11 188 Pahokee Major Wright 


S 6-0 204 Jr 


Miramar 


36_Moses Jenkins 


CB 6-2 184 Jr Coral Springs David Young 


Name GP 
T. Tebow 14 
J, Brantley 9 


Pet 
64.4 
64.3 


DEF. LEADERS 


Name 


P. Harvin 
L. Murphy 
A. Hernandez 13 


Name 


T. Tebow 
P. Harvin 
C. Rainey 


GP 
12 
14 


GP 
14 
12 
14 


OL 6-4 303 So. 


Edwardsville, IL 


To 
30 


Yards 
2746 
235 


Long Avo/G 


70 
48 
38 


Aug 
3.8 
9.4 
7.8 


Tackles: B. Spikes 93, J, Haden 87, M. Wright 66 
Tackles for loss: C. Dunlap 13.5, J. Cunningham 10, B. Spikes 8 
Sacks: C. Dunlap 9.5, J. Cunningham 6, L. Marsh 3 
Interceptions: A. Black 7, M. Wright 4, B. Spikes 4 


53.7 
46.8 
29.3 


TD Long 
12 26 
10 80 

4 75 


NOTEBOOK 


im Tebow’s promise is on display. 

The university immortalized Tebow’s 
impromptu, emotional speech following Florida’s 
31-30 home loss to Ole Miss last September — 
nicknamed The Promise — with a silver plaque 
outside the Heavener Football Complex. 

“T guess it’s cool to have something you said 
up there,” Tebow said. “It means a lot to some 
people, so I think that’s cool.” 

The Gators haven't lost a game since The 
Promise and claimed the program's second nation- 
al title in three seasons by beating Oklahoma 
24-14 in the BCS National Championship Game. 

The plaque was UF coach Urban Meyer's idea. 

“T think it was a speech that Gator Nation 
has a right to see on the side of the building,” 
Meyer said. 

© One of UF’s main objectives in the spring 
was to take a hard look at backup quarterback 
John Brantley. They wanted to at least have an 
idea what Brantley could do if the unthinkable 
happened and Tebow were to get injured. 

They liked what they saw. Brantley completed 
17 of 23 passes for 265 yards and three touch- 
downs, and he ran for two more in the spring 
game. 

“He had a great spring,” offensive coordinator 
Steve Addazio said. “You watch his presence in 
the pocket; you watch his poise. ... All the signs 
and evidence of a guy that’s really developing 
into being just one heck of a football player.” 

¢ UF was hit hard by injuries in the spring. 
Twenty players missed all or part of spring prac- 
tice because of injuries, including 10 starters. 
Only one player, fullback Steven Wilks, suffered 
a season-ending injury (torn ACL). Everyone else 
is scheduled to be healthy by the start of fall 
practice. 

© The Gators are already stacked at linebacker, 
but there's another name to add to that list: 
freshman Jon Bostic. 

He enrolled in January and was so impressive 
in spring practice that Meyer is guaranteeing 
him plenty of playing time. 

“The redshirt’s gone,” Meyer said. “It’s now 
a battle for a starting spot at Florida.” 

Bostic had four tackles and a pass deflection 
that led to an interception in the spring game. 


' OPPOSING COACHES VIEW | 


© On how to beat Florida: “As long as the 
guy taking the snaps is the guy taking the 
snaps, they'll have a chance to do it again. ... 
Really all you got to do is not give up big 
plays and create situations where they have to 

drive the ball. If you can keep them out of big 
plays, 20-25 yard plays, if you keep them at 15 
and below, you have a chance.” 

© On offense: “They'll miss Percy Harvin. 
Chris Rainey has got to become a more total 
package guy so he can play more downs. He's | 
the one that catches your eye. He's got to buy 
into blocking.” 

© On Tebow: “He is not the best quarter- 
back the SEC has had; he’s the best competi- 
tor. He’s not a Peyton (Manning) or an Eli 
(Manning), but he takes the entire offense 
under his wings, whether he runs for a first 
down or throws for a first down. He's about as 
good a leader as I've seen in the SEC.” 
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ing Jenkins, who started 12 games last 
season and became just the second fresh- 
man in school history to start at the posi- 
tion. Haden was the first in 2007. Jenkins 
picked off three passes, broke up 11 more, 
and recorded one sack. 

Coordinator Charlie Strong said he has 
never seen a freshman develop as rapidly 
as Jenkins. 

“He understands the game and he will 
welcome any challenge,” Strong said. “He 
never panics. Just sits there and plays. He 


2006 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 29.7 T-23 Scoring 42.5 3 Scoring 43.6 4 
Rushing 160.0 38 Rushing 200.2 23 Rushing 231.1 10 
Passing 236.1 28 Passing 257.0 38 Passing 213.9 61 
Total 396.1 19 Total 457.2 4 Total 445.1 15 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 13.5 6 Scoring 25.5 46 Scoring 12.9 4 
Rushing 72.5 5 Rushing 103.3 10 Rushing 105.4 15 
Passing 182.9 33 Passing 258.5 98 Passing 179.9 20 
Total 255.4 6 Total 361.8 4) Total 285.3 9 


TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 


+5 +0.36 37 +5 +04 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


always knows what's going on.” 

There’s plenty of depth at linebacker, 
too. Brandon Spikes, Brandon Hicks 
and Ryan Stamper are the starters, but 
their backups include two former starters 
(Dustin Doe, A.J. Jones). 

Two of the most impressive players in 
the spring were redshirt freshman Bren- 
dan Beal and early enrollee Jon Bostic. 
Both will play, and Meyer said Bostic 
could win a starting job. 

Spikes has eagerly counseled both. 

“My thing is getting the younger guys 
to play,” Spikes said. “You never know 
what could happen. I could go down the 
first game of the season and he (Bostic) 
has got to be ready. I’ve been trying to 
mentor him.” 

The line is the only unit that doesn’t 
return every starter and backup. Tackle 
Torrey Davis, who made two goal-line 
tackles against Oklahoma, left the team 
in March. 

Lawrence Marsh and Terron Sanders 
developed into solid players and should 
hold onto their starting jobs, but the ro- 
tation at tackle is much deeper than last 
season. That’s because of the emergence 
of Omar Hunter in the spring, a finally- 
healthy Brandon Antwine (back, right 
knee), and the arrival of big-time recruit 
Gary Brown, who had 26 sacks and 114 
tackles as a junior in high school. 

Ends Carlos Dunlap and Jermaine 
Cunningham combined for 15.5 sacks 
last season. UF’s 34 was the most since 
the 1999 season. 

UF’s improvement from 2007 was most 
noticeable in scoring (12.9 from 25.5), 
interceptions (a school-record 26, includ- 
ing seven by Black), and third-down per- 
centage (33). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Jonathan Phillips was awarded 
a extra year by the NCAA and he is com- 
ing off a season in which he made 12 of 
13 field-goal tries and went 78 for 79 on 
PATs. 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
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. (Fla.) High School in 2007. 
| Averaged! 19.1 yards per catch and also had two: 


% 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 


ALC ares See 1 F749 Weteka 
SEST & 
“BRIGHTEST 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 

QB Tim Tebow | 


Tebow finished runner-up 
to Heisman Trophy winner 
Sam Bradford in 2008 after 
becoming the first. sopho- 
more to win the award in 
2007. ... Fourth on the 
school’s all-time yardage 
list (9,112), trailing leader 
Chris Leak, Danny Wuerffel 
and Shane Matthews. ... 
Already holds the ‘school Remote for rushing 
touchdowns (43) and is sixth on the SEC list. — 

. Threw a school-record 230 Konseeuttve 
passes writhicatt an interception. ; 


EMERGING STAR 


WR Frankie Hammond 
The redshirt freshman had 


a huge spring game, catch- |), 


ing four passes for 131 
yards and two touchdowns. | 
One was a 50-yard catch, | 
and he also had a 47-yard 
reception. ... Caught 47 
passes for 898 yards and 10. 
TDs asa senior at Hallandale | 


punt returns for TDs. ... Finished first in the 
high jump (2.08 ftieters) at the AAU Junior 
Olympies i in EUs 2008. ~ 


TOP NEWCOMER 
WR Andre Debose 


Coach Urban Meyer hails 
Debose as the next Percy 
Harvin. Debose accumulat- 
ed 3,082 rushing, passing, 
receiving and return yards 
and scored 22 touchdowns 
as a senior at Sanford (Fla.) 
Seminole High School. ... 
Caught a 90-yard TD pass 
in the ESPN/Under Armour 
All-Star Game. ... Totaled 1,186 yards and 12 
touchdowns as a junior. ... No. 2 receiver pros- 
pect by Rivals.com. 


RESULTS 
(13-1, 7-1) 
W HAWAII 56-10 
W MIAMI 26-3 
Ww at Tennessee 30-6 
L OLE MISS 30-31 
W at Arkansas 38-7 
W LSU 51-21 
W KENTUCKY 63-5 
Ww vs. Georgia 49-10 
Ww at Vanderbilt 42-14 
W SOUTH CAROLINA 56-6 
W THE CITADEL 70-19 
Ww at Florida State 45-15 
SEC Championship Game 
Ww vs. Alabama 31-20 
BCS Title Game 
Ww vs. Oklahoma 24-14 
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Carl Moore 
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Route to Success: 
Learn the Playbook 


arl Moore had to know only 12 plays 
when he was starring at Sierra Com- 
munity College in California. 

When the 6-3, 225-pound receiver ar- 
rived at Florida in January 2008 as one 
of the most sought-after junior college 
recruits in the nation, the playbook head 
coach Urban Meyer handed him was en- 
cased in a three-ring binder. 

That's when Moore knew he was going to 
have trouble. 

“(It was) like going from elementary 
school to college,” Moore said. 

“Our JUCO, the offense was a lot more 
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basic. It was more of you just went and 
beat your man, kind of like free offense 
a little bit. I didn’t have to worry about 
plays and sight adjusting, reading the cov- 
erage. Whatever route he gave me, that's 
the route I ran.” 

Moore struggled to pick up UF's spread 
offense and was out of sync all season. He 
caught 73 passes for 1,068 yards and 16 
touchdowns in his sophomore season at 
Sierra, but at UF he was a step slow, ran 
the wrong routes, forgot blocking assign- 
ments, didn’t make adjustments to cover- 
ages and dropped passes. 

“He wasn't very good,” Meyer said. 

Moore ended up with only 14 catches for 
184 yards and one touchdown. 

“Last year I didn’t know anything that 
was going on,” Moore said. “I just ran out 
there just to run, so when you're thinking 
and trying to play football, it’s not good. 
Those two can’t combine.” 

Moore said he started to become more 
comfortable late in the season — and it 
showed. Nine of his catches came in UF's 
final six games. His lone touchdown catch 
came in the first half of the SEC Champion- 
ship game against Alabama. 

After his second offseason in Gaines- 
ville, Moore is no longer confused. He says 
he has the offense down and is ready to 
become an impact player. The Gators cer- 
tainly need one after the loss of receivers 
Percy Harvin and Louis Murphy. 

Riley Cooper, David Nelson and Deonte 
Thompson are the top three receivers, but 
after that the competition is wide open. 

Moore said he can maybe move into the 
top three if he becomes more consistent. 

Moore had a good spring and caught two 
passes for 49 yards in the spring game, in- 
cluding a 43-yarder that set up a touch- 
down. 

“He's everything we want him to be right 
now,” receivers coach Billy Gonzales said. 
“It's kind of a night and day difference be- 
tween spring ball (in 2008) and now.” 


Punter Chas Henry's 43.4 average was 
third in the SEC last season and he has 
a knack for delivering the big kick when 
necessary. He had 15 punts of 50 or more 
yards last season. He has never had one 
blocked in his two seasons. 

The Gators blocked five punts last sea- 
son and allowed just 13 punt return yards. 
Kickoff coverage is the only unit that 
hasn't been impressive. 

Brandon James is already the school’s 
record-holder with four career punt re- 
turns for touchdowns. UF hasn't had a 
kickoff return fora TD since 1999. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


It’s not exactly murderer’s row, but it’s a 
pretty good schedule for a team trying to 
repeat as national champs. 

The Gators open with non-confer- 
ence sacrificial lambs Charleston South- 
ern and Troy before the SEC opener 
against Tennessee in Gainesville. That 
might be the most anticipated game on 
the schedule in the wake of UT coach 
Lane Kiffin’s incorrect comments accus- 
ing Meyer of cheating regarding recruit 
Nu Keese Richardson. 

The toughest conference games are at 
LSU and against Georgia in Jacksonville. 
UF should have little trouble with West- 
ern Division foes Arkansas and Missis- 
sippi State. 

Rival Florida State visits Gainesville. The 
atmosphere around that game will be abso- 
lutely electric, but not because the Semi- 
noles are expected to be better. It’s Senior 
Day and Tebow’s last game at The Swamp. 

— Michael DiRocco 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept.5 CHARLESTON SOUTHERN (7-5) 
Sept. 12 TROY (8-5) 
Sept. 19 TENNESSEE (5-7) 
Sept. 26 at Kentucky (7-6) 
Oct. 10 at LSU (8-5) 
Oct. 17 ARKANSAS (5-7) 
Oct.24 at Mississippi State (4-8) 
Oct. 31 vs. Georgia (Jacksonville) (10-3) 
Nov. 7 VANDERBILT (7-6) 
Nov.14 at South Carolina (7-6) 


Nov. 21 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL (5-7) 
Nov. 28 FLORIDA STATE (9-4) 
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Mark Richt — At Georgia a1 


nd overall: 
(82-22, 8 years an tes 
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Georgia has depth 


. sani 
backers and a playmaker in stray 


missed spring as 
KEY LOSSES 

QB Matthew | Stafford, RB Knowshon eae, 

) Moreno, WR Mohamed Massaquoi, DE Jarius 

) Wynn, LB Dannell Ellerbe, CB Asher Allen 


WER JELL 
a 


While the Dawgs lost some big-time t 
it’s important to remember that all the _ 
scholarship players on the roster were 
members of top 10 signing classes. So 
there’s plenty of talent on the two-deep. 

| There has been a buzz from Athens that 
the players have something to prove deer} 
being labeled ‘underachievers last season. 
The bottom line is they should still bein 
the SEC championship Tace when they meet 
Florida in Jacksonville on Halloween. 


Plenty of Talent Still Roaming Between the Hedges 


Wes assessing the strength of his 
team, Georgia coach Mark Richt 
didnt mention a player or a position or 
even an area such as the experienced of- 
fensive line. 

“The team itself,” 
strength of our team.” 
Richt explained. 

“Football is a team sport. You might 
have a guy or a few guys who get a lot 
of attention because of their ability. But 
it takes everybody buying in, everybody 
working hard, everybody believing.” 

To be clear, Richt wasn’t alluding to the 
handful of players who left Georgia early 
for the NFL Draft. But he was talking 
about the numerous players the Bulldogs 
return. All of them were once highly re- 
garded recruits. 

So, while replacing the most talented 
quarterback/running back tandem since 
the Frank Sinkwich/Charlie Trippi days 
wont be easy, Richt doesn’t believe the 
overall talent level is appreciably differ- 
ent than it was last year, when the Dawgs 
opened the season ranked No. 1 in the 
country. 

Sure, Matthew Stafford and Know- 
shon Moreno accounted for 88 percent 
of Georgia’s offense. And a big chunk of 
Stafford’s passing went to Mohamed Mas- 
saquoi, who also is gone. 

But Richt believes it would be a mis- 
take to judge this team solely on who's no 
longer there. 

“There's a bunch of guys who have 
been working their tails off to get this op- 
portunity,” Richt said. “We've got some 
good football players. They all want to 
win. They all want to pay the price to win. 
That doesn’t vary much around here from 
year to year.” 

The last time Georgia entered a season 
with relatively modest expectations was 
2005. That team, picked third in the East 
Division, won the SEC. “It’s a new team 
this year. It’s our team,” quarterback Joe 


Richt said, “is the 


Cox said. 

“The sky's the limit. We have enough 
talent to compete with anybody and to 
win. We'll get out of it what we put into 
it. Everything has to be great. The effort. 
The focus. The intensity. The attendance. 


We have to have everybody on the same 
page.” 


OFFENSE 


While serving patiently and anony- 
mously as Matthew Stafford’s understudy, 
Joe Cox heard more than a few times 
Richt’s own story of perseverance. 

A highly recruited quarterback at Mi- 
ami, Richt found himself on the sidelines 
for four years watching Jim Kelly. At least 
Cox has one advantage Richt never had 
— one year as the starter. 

Beginning the day Stafford announced 
his decision to turn pro, Cox became one 
of the vocal leaders of the team. He made 
sure everyone — especially the young play- 
ers — attended every voluntary workout. 

“You have to do everything with a pur- 
pose,” Cox said. “The offseason strength 
and conditioning, the workouts. If you're 
not trying to win, youre not going to get 
any better.” 

Although Cox doesn't have a rocket 
arm, he’s extremely accurate and knows 
the offense thoroughly. So don’t expect 
much to change in play-calling. 

“Not many people do have an arm like 
Matthew, but they still win,” Cox said. 

While Cox is the unquestioned starter, 
things could get interesting if he were to 
get hurt. The athletic Logan Gray is the 
backup, and he might even be thrown 
in to run some quarterback keepers. The 
coaches want to redshirt highly touted 
freshmen Aaron Murray and (Zach 
Mettenberger) if possible. 

Likewise, even with Moreno gone, the 
running game won't change much. 

Caleb King seems to be the clear-cut 
starter. But Dontavius Jackson, Richard 


—_e———————————— eee 
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Samuel and Carlton Thomas all have 
some ability. Freshman Washaun Ealey, if 
he’s eligible, could beat out all of them, 
King notwithstanding. 

“There’s no one man who has stepped 
up,” Richt said. 

“They all will be far enough along 
where they can compete for the starting 
job. My guess is it will be a little more by 
committee, although it doesn’t have to be. 
But we've rushed for somewhere between 
2,000 and 2,300 yards every year. I’m sure 
we will be somewhere in that range.” 

One thing that will help the backs is the 
depth of experience and talent on the of 
fensive line. 

The Dawgs return eight players who 
have started up front over the past two 
years (not including Kiante Tripp, who 
moved back to defense). Left tackle Clint 
Boling and right guard Chris Davis are 
the most experienced of the group with 
49 starts between them. 

Boling, versatile enough to play all spots 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Joe Cox St___ High-energy leader gets his chance with Stafford gone. Logan Gray, So. 

RB Caleb King So. Needs to prove he can be a complete back. Washaun Ealey, Fr. 

RB Shaun Chapas* dr. Solid lead blocker started six games in ‘08. Frank Munzenmaier, Jr. 
WR __ Tavarres King Fr. Moved up when Kris Durham was lost for season. Tony Wilson, Jr. 

WR AJ. Green* So. _56 catches, 963 yards and 8 TDs as true freshman. _ Michael Moore, Sr. 
TE —_ Aron White So. Two of his three catches in 2008 went for TDs. Bruce Figgins, Jr. 

LT _ Clint Boling* Jr.___ Reasonable chance he'll end up back at guard. Trinton Sturdivant, So. 
LG Cordy Glenn* So. Started 10 games as a freshman. Vince Vance, Sr. 

C Ben Jones* So. Played like a veteran as a true freshman. Dallas Lee, Fr. 

RG — Chris Davis* Jr. __ Missed spring practice but should be ready for fall. Tanner Strickland, So. 
RT _Justin Anderson* So. Started seven games and made All-Freshman SEC. Ben Harden, So. 

PK Blair Walsh* So. _ Strong leg but needs to develop consistency. Andrew Jensen, Jr. 


*Returning Starter 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT 


Scouting Report: Defense 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE — Demarcus Dobbs Jr Two INT’s, two sacks, eight hurries as part-time starter. Kiante Tripp, Jr. 


DT _Jeff Owens Sr.___ Three-year starter returns after missing all of ‘08. Kade Weston, Sr. 

DT Geno Atkins* Sr. Made 7.5 tackles for loss in ‘08. DeAngelo Tyson, So. 
DE Rod Battle“ Sr. ___ Another starter who missed spring practice. Justin Houston, So. 
LB _ Darryl Gamble Jr. _ Returned two INTs for touchdowns vs. LSU. Darius Dewberry, Sr. 
LB Akeen Dent* Jr. ___ Moves inside after starting at strong side linebacker. Charles White, So. 
LB Rennie Curran* dr.__ Defensive leader plays full speed every snap. Marcus Dowtin, So. 
CB Prince Miller* Sr. Short, but explosive to the ball. Vance Cuff, Jr. 

CB Brandon Boykin So. __Overshadowed by veterans but productive as afrosh. _ Sanders Commings, Fr. 
SS ____Reshad Jones* Jr___Great athlete led team with five interceptions. Quintin Banks, Jr. 
FS__Bryan Evans Sr.__ Veteran needs to become a playmaker. John Knox, So. 

P Drew Butler So. Son of Bulldog legend and ex-NFL star Kevin Butler. Trent Dittmer, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


except center, has developed into a leader 
on the offensive line. If left tackle Trinton 
Sturdivant, who missed last season with 
an ACL injury, comes back healthy in the 
fall, Boling could end up at guard. 

Tight ends Aron White and Bruce 
Figgins have played a lot behind Tripp 
Chandler. 

Even with the loss of Massaquoi and 
a season-ending injury to Kris Durham, 
there's plenty of talent at receiver. The 
most gifted is A.J. Green, who caught 56 
passes as a true freshman. 

“He can do some things other players 
could never be able to do,” Cox said. 

Michael Moore caught 29 passes for 
451 yards as a part-time starter. Tavarres 
King, Tony Wilson and Israel Troupe 
need to make plays to take some coverage 


off Green. 


DEFENSE 


For all the uncertainty about the of- 
fense, this much is unquestionable: If the 


Bulldogs are to contend for anything, the 
defense must make significant improye- 
ment. 

While Matthew Stafford and Know- 
shon Moreno garnered most of the at- 
tention during the NFL Draft, it is worth 
noting that Georgia had three defensive 
players drafted (Corvey Irvin, Jarius Wynn 
and Asher Allen) and two others (Dannell 
Ellerbe and C.J. Byrd) who signed as free 
agents. 

With that ralent, it was rather inex- 
plicable that the Bulldogs gave up point 
totals of 41 (Alabama), 38 (LSU), 49 
(Florida), 38 (Kentucky) and 45 (Geor- 
gia Tech). 

Bulldog fans expressed their dissatis- 
faction on message boards, calling for 
defensive coordinator Willie Martinez to 
be fired. But Richt faithfully stood be- 
hind Martinez, who was vindicated in the 
Capital One Bowl, a 24-12 victory over 
Michigan State in which the defense re- 
peatedly bailed out the offense on short 
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Commitiments 


2010 NEEDS 19 


Georgia will look to reload on the defen- 
sive line, especially at tackle. The 
Bulldogs also need help in the second- 
ary, most notably at cornerback. Georgia 
would love to add some wide receivers 
and at least one big-time running back. 


oteees| WR Marlon Brown 

. Med Brown should have a chance to complement A.J. 
Green this fall. He’s even bigger than Green and does 
gu.) things with the football that receivers this size 
shouldn't be able to do. If Brown grasps the offense 
quickly, watch out. 


CB Branden Smith 

Cornerback was a need position, so landing Smith was 
huge for the Bulldogs. Barring injury, he should see 
significant playing time this season — and maybe even 
some on offense. He has blazing speed. 


DE Montez Robinson 
'} Because of sheer need, Robinson may have to be ready 
this fall. He certainly has the talent and athleticism. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 


Marion Brown WR ©GOO 65 205 Memphis, IN Harding Academy 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Tennessee...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 wide receiver...Had 1,785 all-purpose yards and 19 touchdowns as a senior... 
Chose Georgia over Ohio State, Ole Miss and Tennessee on National Signing Day. 


Chris Bumette 0 OOOO 62 300 Labrange, GA Troup 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 offensive guard...U.S. Army All-American...Chose Georgia over Auburn, Florida 
and Oklahoma. 


Orson Charles WR OOOO 62 Tampa, FL Plant 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 wide receiver...U.S. Army All-American...Had 75 catches for 1,440 yards and 21 
touchdowns as a senior...Chose Georgia over USC and Tennessee. 


Washaun Ealey RB OOOO 511 205 Twinlity,GA Emanuel County Institute 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 running back...Rushed for 2,285 yards and 41 touchdowns in 2008 after rush- 
ing for 2,982 yards and a state-record 58 touchdowns in 2007. 


Kwame Geathers OL OOO 6-6 320 Carvers Bay, SC Carvers Bay 


Rated as the No. 22 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 68 offensive tackle...Brother of former Bulldogs player Robert Geathers. 


Michael Gilliard 1B ©OOSO 62 200 Valdosta, GA Valdosta 
Rated as the No.14 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
outside linebacker...Recorded 106 tackles, 12 tackles for loss and three sacks as a 
senior. 


Abry Jones DTT ©O©O0 63 273 WamerRobins,GA Northside School 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 defensive tackle...Had 95 tackles and 15 sacks as a senior. 


Dallas Lee “= COCO F4 290 Buford, GA Buford 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
offensive guard...Enrolled at Georgia in January. 


Austin Long 0. ©O@OC0 65 268 Memphis, IN Briarcrest Christian 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Tennessee...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 offensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American. 


Derrick Lott TT OOOO 64 272 Kennesaw,GA North Cobb 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 27 
defensive tackle...Had 111 tackles, 19 tackles for loss and 15 sacks as a senior. 
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$ Shawn Williams 

| Williams is a well-rounded safety prospect who can 
| play in the box or as a centerfielder. He’s tough against 
ma the run and can play the pass. Don’t be surprised if he 
makes an early splash, especially on special teams. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Ht Wi = Hometown School 


Jordan Love B Oooo 6-0 185 Glen Allen, VA Deep Run 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Virginia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 42 
cornerback...Recorded 45 tackles and three pass breakups as a senior. 


Arthur Lynch TE OOOO 65 240 Dartmouth, MA Dartmouth 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Massachusetts...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 2 tight end...Had 16 catches for 249 yards and three touchdowns as a 
senior. 


Zach Mettenberger QB OOOO 65 Watkinsville, GA Oconee County 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 pro-style quarterback...Passed for 2,106 yards and 19 touchdowns as a 
senior...Enrolled at Georgia in January. 


‘Aaron Murray @ OCOO 61 198  Tampa,FL Plant 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 pro-style quarterback...Totaled 84 touchdown passes in junior and senior 
seasons...U.S. Army All-American...Enrolled at Georgia in January. 


Montez Robinson DE OOOO 65 235 Avon,IN Avon 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s 


No. 8 strongside defensive end...Recorded 82 tackles, 20 tackles for a loss and eight 
Sacks as a senior. 


Branden Smith BB ©OOOO1i 171 Atlanta,GA Washington 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation's 
No. 5 cornerback...Chose Georgia over Alabama, Florida and Florida State. 


Chase Vasser B 000 6-3 208 — Gainesville, GA Chestatee 
Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 20 
outside linebacker...Racked up 141 tackles as a senior. 


Shawn Williams DB OOO 6-1 195 Blakely, GA Early County 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 24 
safety...Recorded 59 tackles in 2008. 


Rantavious Woolen WR OOOO 510 158 Belle Glade, FL Glades Central 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 29 wide receiver...Fourteen of his 33 receptions went for touchdowns in 2008. 
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No. Name Hometown Pos. HE Wt CL ela Mz Richt’s biggest concern going into fall 

camp is not establishing a clear depth chart 

Name Pos. Ht. _Wt._Class Hometown 61_Ben Jones € 63 300 So. __ Centreville, AL at running back. Rather, it’s dealing with the 

Justin Anderson 328 So. Ocilla 9 ReshadJones S 6-2 203 Jr. Atlanta unknown of how all the injured players will 
Geno Atkins 290 Sr. Pembroke Pines,FL_ 4 Caleb King TB 5-11 212 So. Norcross recover by the start of two-a-days. 


“All our guys who have been hurt, will they be 

healthy early enough in the summer where they 
John Knox S62 194 So. Statesboro can be ready and play full speed,” Richt said. 
Dallas Lee 0G 6-4 200 Fr. Buford “We have plenty of guys who are banged up.” 
aan Sreotin An experiment of necessity led to an added 
wrinkle to the offense. Down to two healthy 
Zach Mettenberger_QB 6-4 229 Fr. Watkinsville tailbacks in the spring, the coaches took a look 
Prince Miller CB 5-8 190 Sr. Duncan, SC at fullback Frank Munzenmaier lined up deep. 
5 Though hardly to be confused with Knowshon 
Moreno, Munzenmaier has enough quickness to 
give the Dawgs an intriguing option in short- 
Aaron Murray QB 6-1 198 Fr. Tampa, FL yardage situations. 
Casey Nickels TE 64 240 Jr Tignall ¢ After coaching running backs for the past 
' = Stes few years, Tony Ball returns to his preferred 
position of coaching receivers. Richt promoted 
Jonathan Owens _0G 6-4 295 Fr__——__—Horton, AL_ former Bulldog Bryan McClendon to full-time 
Rennie Curran LB 5-11 220 Jr. Snellville 74 Kevin Perez OG 63 270 J. ‘Miami, FL running backs coach. 

The position opened when Tony Eason took 
an administrative promotion and offensive line 
— coach Stacey Searels was given the added title 
Josh Davis 293 Jr. Jayess,MS_ = .25._ Zach Renner WR 5-11 180 So, _ Monroe, CT of running game coordinator. 

Jonathan deLaureal 213 Jr. New Orleans, LA 45 Christian Robinson LB 6-2 205 Fr. Lawrenceville ¢ Joe Cox realized when he was being red- 
3 i = ey ae a 5a gee ae ee shirted as a freshman that he wanted to become 
a college coach someday. He believes waiting 
52_Darius Dewberry LB 6-3 236 Sr __—Fort Valley Josh Sailors TB 5-11 220 So. Athens behind Matthew Stafford helped him prepare for 
Trent Dittmer ss P_—s5-9 169 J. Cartersville. Richard Samuel 1B 6-2 215 So. _Cartersville. dealing with players. 


Demarcus Dobbs DE 6-2 266 Jr, Savannah Tanner Strickland G 65 328 So, Nashville “It's taught me a lot about myself and a lot 
=. SS ia 3 =a = about patience,” Cox said. “I think it’s made me 


Marcus Dowtin LB 6-2 215 So. Upper Marlboro, MD Trinton Sturdivant OT 6-5 293 So. _—_ Wadesboro, NC_ not only a better player and better teammate 
Kris Durham WR 6-5 200 Sr. Calhoun © 30 Carlton Thomas = ‘TB s«5-7_ 165 Fr. _—_—=Frostproof, FL_ but also a better person.” 


Bryan Evans _—S_S-11__ 188 Sr. _ Jacksonville, FL_ Kiante Tipp DE 6-6 288 Jt Atlanta Cox is on track to graduate in December with 


a psychology degree. 
46 _ Justin Fields FR 6-1 244 Jr Savannah Israel Troupe WR 6-0 215 So _ Tifton e Another 10-win season would give the 


89 Bruce Figgins TE 6-4 254 Jr. Columbus DeAngeloTyson DT 6-2 308 So. _Statesboro_ senior class at least 40 wins. They would become 
50 Darryl Gamble 6-2 237 Jr Bainbridge Vince Vance 0G 68 320 S. —_—Hinesville the sixth consecutive senior class to reach that 


71 Cordy Glenn 315 So. Riverdale Blair Walsh K 5-10 175 So, Boca Raton, FL mark. They enter with a 30-9 record. 7 
VER lh — - ae ea ae Richt is one of only seven coaches to win at 


17_Chad Gloer 191_ Jt Fayetteville _ 64 217 Fr __Hephzibah_ least 80 games in his first eight seasons. 
6 _ Logan Gray 180 So. Columbia,MO 44 ‘Marcus Washington LB 6-0 250 Sr. _—_Keysville Florida’s Urban Meyer, Oklahoma’s Bob Stoops 
t 


8 AJ. Green 190 So. Summerville, SC Kade Weston 65 316 Sr, Red Bank, NJ and USC's Pete Carroll are the other three active 
ce, oe Vie, kee 3 = coaches on that list. 
76 Ben Harden 1G 6-3 310 So. Perry 66 Brandon Wheeling DT 6-3 290 Sr. Dallas The other three are George Woodruff (Penn), 


93 AJ. Harmon 322 Fr. Wadley 81 Aron White 6-4 228 So. Columbia, MO. Amos Alonzo Stagg (Springfield, Chicago) and 
37__Akeem Hebron 225 Jr. Gaithersburg, MD 43 Charles White «LB «G1 217 So. _ Columbia, SC Barry Switzer (Oklahoma). 
42__ Justin Houston 240 So Statesboro = 39_Nick Williams _ 6-2 205 So. Bainbridge ——S———eS————e—eeeaeaeaeaeaeE—eeeees 


27 Dontavius Jackson 1B 5-10 190 Fr. —Franklin. © 26 ‘TonyWilson WR 5-11 198 Jr. Daytona Beach, FL OPPOSING COACHES VIEW ) 


96 Andrew Jensen PK 6-3 219 Sr. _ Lawrenceville + = 97_ Brandon Wood DE 6-1 200 Jr Buchanan 


Neland Ball So. _Jackson 12 TavarresKing = WR 6-1 172 FF. Mount Airy 


Quintin Banks Or. Warner Robins 


Jonathan Batson Charlotte, NC 
Roderick Battle 6-4 4 Atlanta 
Clint Boling OG 6-5 __ Alpharetta 


Jeremy Longo DE 6-3 255 Fr. Fort Lauderdale, FL_ 


Brandon Boykin CB 5-10 | ___ Fayetteville 


Drew Butler 6-2 205 So, Duluth Mike Moore WR 6-2 188 Sr. Fort Lauderdale, FL 


Fred Munzenmaier FB 6-2 233 Jr. Norcross" 


Shaun Chapas 6-2 236 Jr. —_St. Augustine, FL_ 


Sanders Commings CB 6-2 195 Fr. Augusta 
14 Joe Cox B 6-1 208 Sr, Charlotte, NC 


98 Ricardo Crawford DT 6-1 297 Jr. Fair Bluff, NC 
Vance Cuff CB 5-11 170 Jr ___ Moultrie 


Jeff Owens DT 6-3 298 Sr _—_Sunrise, FL 


|S |& |S |> |S [WB [B |S |B |& |wK 


Kalvin Daniels TB 5-10 182 Jr Eastman 29 Makiri Pugh S60 180 Fr. Charlotte, NC_ 


Chris Davis c 292 Jr. Jefferson 18 BacarriRambo S 6-0 195 Fr. Donaldsonville 


Akeem Dent 62 218 J Atlanta 84 Bryce Ros TE 64 242 Fr. Kennesaw 


¢ On last season: “I didn’t think they were 
close to being the No. 1 team in country last 
year. But they had good players. I thought 
expectations exceeded their ability a little bit.” 

* On being soft: “They always have one or | 

two good offensive linemen, but they never 

Name 6P No. Yards intimidate you. I always thought they were | 

| 

| 

| 


Name GP Effic Cmp Yards To 
M. Stafford 13 153.5 235 
J. Cox 3 2019 11 


pests ‘ - a ball or blocked that well. That running back 
: (Knowshon Moreno) last year would make any 
Name Att Gain | offensive line look good.” 

. ha o bp ; . | © On defense: “Defensively, they have a 
R. Rarbl 11 26 (137 : ; | hard time with big, physical running games.” 
¢ On personnel losses: “... they're not going 
Tackles: R: Carraa’ 116: Ra Bae Reattie Go to miss Matt Stafford; they're going to miss 
ag a ord Sc | Moreno, Mark (Richt) was smart and started 
Sacks: R. Curran 3, C. Irvin 3, J. Wynn 3 | running more to help (Stafford). They didn’t 
Interceptions: R. Jones 5, D. Gamble 2, D. Dobbs 2 | ask him to do that much. They've got nobody 
close to Moreno,” 


| 
I 
| 
M.Massaquoi 13 58 920 15, : kind of soft. They never knocked you off the 
I 
I 


Individual Stats } 
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Geno Atkins 


fields. 

Martinez, Georgia's defensive coordina- 
tor since 2005, shrugged off the criticism. 
Injuries — beginning with defensive 
tackle Jeff Owens going down in the sea- 
son opener with a torn ACL — certainly 
played a part. 

The impact went beyond just losing 
starters and valuable backups. The in- 
juries forced coaches to limit contact 
in practice. As a result, the Dawgs lost 
their edge. 


“We didn’t react to it very well,” Marti- 
nez said. “We had to return to the basics, 
and that’s what we're coaching. You have 
to practice. You have to get those guys 
ready to play.” 

Several key players, especially up front, 
missed spring practice. But they are ex- 
pected to be fully recovered before the 
season starts. Owens returns to offset the 
loss of Irvin. He and Geno Atkins will 
give the Bulldogs solid run stuffers in the 
middle of the line, and Kade Weston is a 
veteran backup. 

The biggest question is at defensive 
end. Rod Battle is another starter who 
missed spring practice. If he’s healthy, 
Battle and Demarcus Dobbs should be 
adequate. Kiante Tripp returned to de- 
fense after spending last year on offense; 
he will provide depth and push Dobbs for 
a starting job. 

The linebackers will be the strength of 
the defense. Rennie Curran is among the 
best in college football despite his short 
stature. Akeem Dent moved inside to re- 
place Ellerbe, opening a starting spot for 
Darryl Gamble, who returned two inter- 
ceptions for touchdowns against LSU. 

The secondary is led by strong safety 
Reshad Jones, who led the Dawgs with 
five interceptions. Bryan Evans moved 
from cornerback to free safety. Prince 
Miller is entrenched at one corner. Bran- 
don Boykin and Sanders Commings will 
battle for the other starting job. 

“We lost some good players, but there's 
experience at every level of the defense,” 
Martinez said. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Blair Walsh’s inconsistency as a fresh- 
man — four misses inside 40 yards — 
could be written off to inexperience. But 
improving his accuracy is a must for the 
former high school All-American. 

Two of those misses were magnified 
as they came against Florida, when little 
went right for the Dawgs. Overall, Walsh 
did enjoy some success, including four 


BEST & 
™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Joe Cox 
No, Cox won't be the first 
player taken in next year's 
NFL Draft (or probably even 
the last). His arm strength 
isn’t in the same league as 
Matthew Stafford’s. But 
he’s deadly accurate and is 
a natural leader. He’s not 
just a signal caller who will 
be limited to handing off. : 
.. Cox can run the entire offense, including the 
deep balls. The players respect him and have 
rallied behind him. ... Cox has appeared in 13 
games in three seasons, starting one. He has 
completed 33 of 58 passes for 432 yards. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR A.J. Green 

The SEC Freshman of the 
Year, as selected by the 
league coaches, was a dif- 
ference-maker as a fresh- ‘ 
man with 56 catches for 
963 yards and eight touch- 
downs. Should be even bet- 
ter this season. ... He's a 
deep threat who can go 
over the middle and has 
great hands. ... The biggest concern is he might 
see a lot more double teams with the departure 
of Mohamed Massaquoi. ... His 56 catches last 
season were a school freshman record. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB Washaun Ealey_ 

Should make a significant 
impact if he gains eligibili- 
ty. At the very least, Ealey 
should get a lot of carries 
as the top backup. ... 
Depending on how quickly 
he picks up the offense and 
how well he blocks, Ealey 
could supplant Caleb King 
as the starter by midsea- 
son. ... Ealey, from Stillmore, Ga., rashed for 
8,108 yards in high school, setting a state 
record with 133 career touchdowns. That broke 
the old record by 22 TDs. 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND ee 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W GEORGIASOUTHERN 45-21 
Scoring 25.2 53 Scoring 32.6 34 Scoring 31.5 29 W CENTRAL MICHIGAN 56-17 
Rushing 127.4 71 Rushing 177.3 37 Rushing 148.3 56 Ww at South Carolina 14-7 
Passing 184.4 79 Passing 198.4 83 Passing 277.7 16 Ww at Arizona State 27-10 
Total 311.8 90 Total 375.7 74 Total 426.0 22 L ALABAMA 30-41 
W TENNESSEE 26-14 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK Ww VANDERBILT 24-14 
Scoring 17.6 20 Scoring 20.2 18 Scoring 24.5 59 Ww at LSU 52-38 
Rushing 108.2 27 Rushing 109.9 16 Rushing 122.3 27 L vs. Florida 10-49 
Passing 150.0 5 Passing 213.3 36 Passing 189.7 32 Ww at Kentucky 42-38 
Total 258.2 8 Total 323.2 14 Total 312.0 22 Ww at Auburn 17-13 
L GEORGIA TECH 42-45 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Hor, Capital One Bowl 
| -0.08 68 +9 +0.69 18 -3 - 0.23 73 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 6070 80:90 100] Ww ys. MichiganState 24-12 
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Player Profile 


Rennie Curran 
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Curran lways Up 
to the Challenge 


eorgia’s media guide generously 


¥ - 


lists Rennie Curran as 5-11. Yeah, 
and Uga VI attended obedience 
school at Georgia Tech. 

By his own admission, Curran stands 
a shade under 5-8. But at a chiseled 225 
pounds, it would be a misnomer to call 
him small. 

“He's a man,” Georgia coach Mark Richt 
said. 

“He's very well put together. He's su- 
per strong. He’s a very, very outstanding 
football player. If he was a couple inches 
taller, you would have something of a 


prototype.” 

Curran is a weight room legend in Ath- 
ens. He has bench pressed 450 pounds and 
has squatted 550. He’s quickly becoming a 
Bulldog legend on the field as well. 

He led the Dawgs with 115 tackles, in- 
cluding 10 for loss and three sacks, as a 
sophomore. He enters this season as a top 
candidate for the Butkus Award, given to 
the top linebacker in college football. He 
was a finalist last season. 

The son of a shoe repairman and a nurse, 
Curran credits his parents with instilling 
in him a relentless work ethic. His family 
is from Liberia. They came to America to 
build a better life for their family. 

Richt tells the story of Curran’s father 
donating a week's pay to his church and 
asking God to provide a way for Rennie to 
go to college. Days later, Richt offered Cur- 
ran a scholarship. 

“He's a very special kid,” Richt said. 
“A very unique person. He's all you can ask 
for in a player.” 

It's not just Curran’s amazing strength 
that makes him a good football player. He 
chases every ball carrier on every down as 
if it’s the deciding play of a championship 
game. He had 15 tackles against Kentucky, 
one of five games in which he reached dou- 
ble figures last season. 

Many of his highest-tackle games came 
against the best opponents, which says 
something about his competitive nature 
and heart. Curran had 14 tackles against 
11th-ranked LSU. He had 14 tackles against 
No. 8 Alabama. He made 11 stops against 
No. 18 Georgia Tech. 

Curran, who mans the weak side, has 
19 tackles for loss in two seasons. His 115 
tackles last season were the most by a Bull- 
dog since 1998. 

He has never been too short. 

“He's a tackling machine,” said Richt. 
“That's all I can tell you.” 


field goals against Tennessee. Richt signed 
Brandon Bogatay to handle kickoffs. 

The Dawgs led the SEC in punt return 
average at a whopping 17.6-yard average 
despite not having anyone among the top 
10 individually. That's because Prince 
Miller, Logan Gray and Asher Allen split 
the duties. That will change this year with 
Allen gone to the NFL and Gray now one 
injury away from being the starting quar- 
terback. 

Drew Butler takes over as punter after 
the graduation of Brian Mimbs. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Bulldogs continue their trend of beef 
ing up their non-conference schedule, open- 
ing on the road against Oklahoma State. 

After SEC games against South Car- 
olina and Arkansas, the Dawgs host 
Arizona State for the first time ever. 
And that’s just September. October 
consists of games against LSU, Tennes- 
see, Vanderbilt and Florida — only one 
(LSU) at home. 

The only breather is a home game 
sandwiched between the Florida and Au- 
burn games. 

One break, at least relatively speaking, 
is that Arkansas replaces Alabama as an 
SEC West opponent. 

With five road games in addition to the 
Florida game in Jacksonville, the Dawgs 
have only six games in Athens this fall. 
That’s not all bad considering their 30-4 
record in opponents’ stadiums — includ- 
ing 10-2 against ranked teams — under 


Richt. 


— Guerry Clegg 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept.5 at Oklahoma State (9-4) 
Sept.12 SOUTH CAROLINA (7-6) 
Sept. 19 at Arkansas (5-7) 
Sept.26 ARIZONA STATE (5-7) 
Oct. 3 LSU (8-5) 
Oct. 10 at Tennessee (5-7) 
Oct. 17 at Vanderbilt (7-6) 
Oct. 31 vs. Florida (Jacksonville) (13-1) 
Nov. 7 TENNESSEE TECH (3-9) 
Nov. 14 AUBURN (5-7) 
Nov. 21 KENTUCKY (7-6) 
Nov. 28 at Georgia Tech (9-4) 
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A MEMORABLE GOLF EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU 


raft Parms 
41/2 STARS 


FarmLinks 


Limestone Springs _ 
A-AI2 STARS 5 1/2. STARS 


BECAUSE GOLF IS MORE THAN A GAME 


From the foothills of the Appalachian Mountain range to the sandy shores along 
the Gulf Coast, Honours Golf offers twelve impressive golf venues throughout 
the Southeast that will leave you with a lasting, positive experience. 


Designed by some of the industry's most notable golf course architects, each 
Honours course has its own unique characteristics and carry the Honours trademark 
of exceptional course conditions and Southern hospitality at its best. They know 
how to welcome golfers and you'll see it in the little things that they do... from 
ice-chilled apples on the 1st tee to ice-cold towels delivered to you during warm 
weather days. 


Call today 866-HONOURS to book your tee times or visit us online 
at www.honoursgolf.com. 


Peninsula 
4-1/2 STARS 


Birmingham, Alabama 
Highland Park 
e eee Alabama 


6 Ff: 


‘armLinks 
Birmingham, Alabama 


Rock Creek 

Fairhope, Alabama 
© Peninsula 

Gulf Shores, Alabama 

Craft Farms 

Gulf Shores, Alabama 
@ Kelly Plantation 

Destin, Florida 


iG MANAGED ay 


@ Limestone Springs 


Bay Point 
A STARS 


Bay Point 
© Paes City Florida 
© Slammer & Squire 
St. Augurine, Flori 
@ King & Bear 
Sc. Augustine, Florida 
Reunion (privare) 
bd Jackson, Mississipp| 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joker Phillips 


ATA GLANCE 


7-6 overall, 2-6 SEC (6th, East) 
Rich Brooks — At Kentucky: 32-41, _ 
6 years; 123-150-4 overall, 24 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
13; 7 offense, 5 defense, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


CB Trevard Lindley, LB Micah Johnson, 
DE Jeremy Jarmon, WR/OQB Randall Cobb, 
DT Corey Peters — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The Wildcats should be solid again defen- 
sively. Lindley, Johnson and Jarmon are — 
legit ‘AIL-SEC talents, and several young 
players appear ready to step in and fill the 
gaps. This is also the deepest and most tal- 
ented Kentucky has been on the defensive 
line since Books arrived in 2003. 


POTENTIAL PROBLE MS 


gle offensively if they don’t get better play 
from the skill positions, Mike Hartline 
needs to be better in his second full year 
as the starting quarterback, and a receiving 
‘unit that was painfully young last fall also 
needs to make major strides. Depth at run- 
ning, back could also be a major concern. 


LT Garry Williams, TB Tony Dixon, WR Dicky 
Lyons, DT Myron Pryor, LB Braxton Kelley, 
LB Johnny Williams, CB David Jones, 

DE Ventrell Jenkins, P Tim Masthay 


Kentucky should once again have a defense 
that can compete with most in the SEC, 
but the Wildcats must find a way to make 
more plays offensively. If the offense can 
produce enough to keep the defense from 
wearing down late, UK will be in good 
shape for its fourth consecutive bowl bid. 
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Much like last year, Kentucky could strug- 


KENTUCKY 


i 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Brown 


For more coverage of the Wildcats, visit kentucky. rivals. com 


STADIUM: Commonwealth Stadium: 67,942 


Brooks Keeps Winning and Setting the Bar Higher 


Re Brooks has completed the first 


ortion of his rebuilding project 
at Kentucky. The Wildcats are far from 
an SEC laughingstock after bowl victo- 
ries in the past three seasons, a first in 
school history. 

Kentucky has posted wins over Geor- 
gia, LSU, Clemson and Florida State in 
the past three seasons. 

Now Brooks wants to take things a 
step further and be a legitimate SEC 
contender, 

“We've accomplished a lot the last three 
years in terms of history,” Brooks said. 

“But we still have to show that we can 
keep doing it year-in and year-out. And 
we need to start consistently beating 
teams that Kentucky hasn't beaten in the 
past and see if we can climb up that SEC 
ladder.” 

It won't be easy. The Wildcats do have 
three key cornerstones returning from one 
of their better defenses in recent memory, 
but must develop playmakers to boost 
an offense that consistently struggled in 
2008 to move the ball. 

But Brooks has managed to put some 
nice pieces in place. The Wildcats wel- 
come perhaps the best recruiting class of 
his era, the entire coaching staff has been 
retained, the facilities are upgraded and 
there is a long-term plan. 

With offensive head coach Joker Phil- 
lips set to take over whenever Brooks re- 
tires, Brooks would like to turn the Wild- 
cats into a legitimate top 25 program 
before he rides off into the sunset. 

That would be similar to what hap- 
pened with Brooks at Oregon, where he 
guided the Ducks to the Rose Bowl after 
the 1994 season before leaving to coach 
the St. Louis Rams and turning the pro- 
gram oyer to assistant Mike Bellotti. 

In jeopardy of losing his job three years 
ago, Brooks — who will be 68 years old 
when the season begins — is now one of 


the most revered and respected figures in 
the Commonwealth. 

“Sure, I'd love to get Kentucky to the 
point to where we're in thick of the SEC 
race every year,” Brooks said. 

“That was my goal when I took the job. 
We've been fortunate that we've had some 
great coaches and players who have been 
willing to put in the work. We're a lot 
closer than we were when I first took the 
job, but we've still got a ways to go.” 


OFFENSE 


The fact that Kentucky labored on of- 
fense at times last fall shouldn't be all that 
surprising. 

The Cats were breaking in a new quar- 
terback in Mike Hartline. A season-end- 
ing knee injury to top receiver Dicky Ly- 
ons Jr., and an overall lack of experience 
at the position forced the staff to play five 
true freshmen at wideout. UK also lost 
versatile all-purpose back Derrick Locke 
to a season-ending knee injury. 

But some of Kentucky's wounds were 
self-inflicted. The line failed to clear 
enough space to establish a steady ground 
game. Hartline never really got into a 
steady rhythm as a passer and struggled 
to get the ball downfield. There were also 
issues of dropped passes. 

The hope for better things in 2009 
starts with Hartline, who finished last 
season with a good performance in UK’s 
Liberty Bowl win over East Carolina. 

Hartline had good and bad days this 
spring, but didn’t have to worry about 
holding on to his job. He has that wrapped 
up, although Morgan Newton and Ryan 
Mossakowski, a pair of highly touted re- 
cruits, will be closely evaluated in the fall 
to see if they can help. 

The coaches haven't asked Hartline to 
do too much — and he doesn’t have the 
strongest arm — but Kentucky hopes to 
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Randall Cobb 


take more shots down field this season. 

Many of those passes should be in the 
direction of versatile sophomore Randall 
Cobb, who likely will be Kentucky's big- 
gest threat. 

Cobb took over for Hartline for four 
games late last year and flashed exciting 
potential as a dual-threat quarterback, 
but he spent the spring working mostly 
at receiver, where he caught 21 passes in 
2008. He'll see time at quarterback in 
UR’s “Wildcat” package. 

Senior E.J. Adams, junior Kyrus Lanx- 
ter and sophomores Gene McCaskill and 
Eric Adeyemi expect to provide more re- 
ceiving production. Kentucky returns its 
top three tight ends in seniors [.C. Drake, 
Ross Bogue and Maurice Grinter. 

Senior Alfonso Smith is the likely start- 
er at tailback. Smith, who is a home-run 
threat with his 4.3-speed, has gradually 
improved as a receiver and inside runner. 
Locke is expected to be available for fall 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Mike Hartline* Jr. Good game-manager needs to make more plays. Randall Cobb, So. 
RB Alfonso Smith Sr. Speedster has waited his turn to be top back. Moncell Allen, Jr. 
RB John Conner* Sr. A fullback who can block, catch, move the pile. A.J. Nance, Sr. 

WR Randall Cobb So. Playmaker to be QB in “Wildcat” package. E.J. Adams, Sr.” 
WR _ Kyrus Lanxter dr Came on strong in Liberty Bowl win. Gene McCaskill, So. 
TE __ T.C. Drake* Sr. __ Averaged 17 yards per catch in ‘08. Ross Bogue, Sr. 

LT Zipp Duncan* Sr. Moves over from left guard. Brad Durham, Jr. 
LG Christian Johnson Sr. __ 2006 starter who redshirted last year. Dave Ulinski, Fr. 

C _ Jorge Gonzalez* Sr. __ Started all 13 games in 2008. Matt Smith, Fr. 

RG Stuart Hines So. Most improved offensive lineman in spring. Jake Lanefski, So. 
RT _ Justin Jeffries* Sr. __ Missed spring following shoulder surgery. Billy Joe Murphy, So. 
PK _Lones Seiber* Sr. Second-leading scorer in school history. Ryan Tydlacka, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Jeremy Jarmon* Sr. __ Star pass rusher will have to fight double teams. Chandler Burden, So. 
DT __ Corey Peters* Sr. __ Perhaps one of the SEC’s most underrated DL. Mark Crawford, So. 
DT _ Ricky Lumpkin Jr High-motor; filling void left by Myron Pryor. Shane McCord, Jr. 
DE Collins Ukwu Fr.__ Raw talent; gained nearly 30 pounds as a redshirt. DeQuin Evans, Jr. 


LB _ Danny Trevathan So. Speedy; one of team’s brightest up-and-comers. William Johnson, Fr. 


LB Micah Johnson* Sr. As expected, has developed into a big-time player. Mikhail Mabry, Sr. 
LB Sam Maxwell Sr. Ahigh-quality backup for three seasons. Jacob Dufrene, Jr. 
CB Trevard Lindley* Sr. Prime candidate for the Jim Thorpe Award. Cartier Rice, Fr. 
CB Randall Burden So, Filled in admirably for an injured Lindley in bowl. Paul Warford, Jr. 
SS Winston Guy So. Star recruit ready for breakout season. Matt Lentz, So. 
FS Calvin Harrison Sr.__ Five tackles and two pass breakups in Liberty Bowl. Ashton Cobb, Sr.* 
P Ryan Tydlacka So. __Has big shoes to fill replacing Tim Masthay. EJ. Adams, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


practice. If healthy, he and Smith should 
be a nice 1-2 punch. 

Junior Moncell Allen is a 5-7, 
225-pound bowling ball that can keep 
the pile moving, but he must take care of 
business in the classroom to ensure his eli- 
gibility for the fall. 

The line lost a key cog in left tackle 
Garry Williams, a three-year starter. Se- 
nior Zipp Duncan, moving over from left 
guard, will attempt to fill the void. 

Kentucky has plenty of depth and 
experience up front: right tackle Jus- 
tin Jeffries is a two-year starter; center 
Jorge Gonzalez started all 13 games last 
year. Guards Jake Lanefski and Christian 
Johnson, as well as tackles Brad Durham 
and Billy Joe Murphy, all have starting 
experience. 

“We've got to be better in not only 
scoring points, but we've got to move the 
chains and pick up more first downs to 
take the pressure off our defense,” Brooks 


said. “We had a lot of guys who were get- 
ting the first real playing time last year. 
We expect a lot of those guys to be much 
improved this year.” 


DEFENSE 


Kentucky was particularly stout up 
front last season and will miss the contri- 
butions of tackle Myron Pryor, who was a 
disruptive force in the middle. 

But plenty of talent returns, led by 
senior defensive end Jeremy Jarmon. 
Jarmon’s numbers went down slightly 
from his sophomore year, but the 6-3, 
279-pounder was still a force, creating 
double teams that freed up his teammates 
to make plays. He had 4.5 sacks last sea- 
son, half his 2007 total. 

Kentucky is still searching for an end 
on the other side. Junior college transfer 
DeQuin Evans will get every opportunity 
to win the job in the fall. 

Senior tackle Corey Peters was often 
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WILDCATS RECRUITING 2009 
DT Mark Crawiord 


Crawford arrived in Lexington via junior college and 
had a terrific spring. Look for him to be a major fac- 
tor this fall. 


RB Donald Russell 

~ Kentucky landed Russell late in the process. He will 
give the Wildcats a versatile threat in the backfield. 
Russell has good speed. 


WR Chris Matthews 

Matthews is a huge wide receiver who was productive 
last season in junior college, catching 80 balls for more 
than 1,200 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


3 NELUCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


A OO 64 210 Cumming, GA South Forsyth 
Saw playing time at quarterback, wide receiver and defensive back in high school... 
Chose Kentucky over Vanderbilt. 


Jordan Aumiller rE OO 6-4 199 Danville, KY Boyle County 
Played tight end, quarterback, linebacker, safety and handled punting duties in high 
school. 


Justin Bean WR OO 6-2 180 Tupelo, MS 
Had 35 catches for 753 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


Tupelo 


MisterCobble BT OO 6-0 270 Louisville, KY 
Recorded 89 tackles with 25 tackles for loss in 2008. 


Central 


Mark Crawtord T 090 6-1 305 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville C.C. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 69 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Enrolled at 
Kentucky in January. 


DeQuin Evans DE O©OOC 62 275 Wilmington,CA Los Angeles Harbor C.C. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 15 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Kentucky 
over Louisville. 


Jonathan George RB OO 6-1 185 Lincoln, AL 
Sleeper was a National Signing Day addition to Kentucky's class. 


Lincoln 


Qua Huzzie 1B OOO 5-11 205 LaGrange, GA LaGrange 
Rated as the No. 55 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 45 
outside linebacker. 


Tistian Johnson DE ooo 6-3 222 LaGrange, GA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 57 weakside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


LaGrange 


Anthony Kendrick §=6TE OOO 6-4 220 Katy, X 
Rated as the nation’s No. 30 tight end by Rivals.com, 


LaRod King WR OOO 6-6 190 Radcliff, KY 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com. 


Patrick Ligon DE oo 6-5 255 Memphis, TN 
Had 44 tackles, 21 tackles for loss and eight sacks as a senior. 


Chris Matthews WR ©GO@_~ 645 210 Wilmington,CA Los Angeles Harbor C.C. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 9 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Demetri Merritt IB OO 6-3 200 LaGrange, GA 
Recorded 88 tackles and six sacks as a senior. 


Kevin Mitchell o oo 6-7 280 Douglasville, GA 
Chose Kentucky over Louisville, Oregon and Indiana. 


LaGrange 
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2010 NEEDS 


Kentucky will look to land five to seven 
offensive linemen, and the coaches also 
would love to land at least one work- 
horse running back. The Wildcats are 
also after a tight end or two, more play- 
makers at receiver and defensive line 
help. 
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109000 ° 
66000 _ : 


66666 


00000 
fase 


National Rank: 41 SEC: 11 


LB Ryan Mosby 

Mosby is an undersized linebacker prospect that runs 
well. He is best suited for the strong safety position or 
the weak-side linebacker spot. Mosby was at one time 
committed to lowa State before picking Kentucky. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Ht =6Wt ~~ Hometown School 


Tr ooo 6-6 220 Powder Springs, GA Mceachem 
Rated as the No. 65 prospect in Geom by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 35 
tight end. 


Bb ooo 6-0 197 Rockwall, 1X 
Rated as the nation’s No. 74 outside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Ryan Mossakowski QB GOGO 64 201 — Frisco, TX Centennial 
Rated as the No. 45 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 14 
pro-style quarterback. 


Martavius Neloms §=DB OO 6-2 175 Memphis, TN 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


Fairley 


Morgan Newton eB ooo 6-4 Carmel, IN Carmel 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
dual-threat quarterback. 


Donte Rumph bE oOo 6-3 260 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 35 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Donald Russell RB OOO 5-11 205 Palm Beach Gardens, FL Dwyer 
Rated as the No. 100 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 49 
tunning back. 


Sam Simpson “hb ooo 6-4 292 Lexington, KY Henry Clay 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 10 
Offensive center. 


Dakotah Tyler RB OOO 6-0 205 —_ Indianapolis, IN Pike 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 68 
running back. 


Jarvis Walker Bb ooo 6-2 202 Melarie, LA Rummel 
Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 46 
outside linebacker. 


Myron Walker T coo 5-10 264  Metarie, LA Rummel 
Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 88 
defensive tackle. 


Larry Warford ol ooo 6-4 349 Richmond, KY Madison Central 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 30 
offensive guard. 


Ridge Wilson Bb ooo 6-3 207 Louisville, KY Central 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 73 
outside linebacker. 
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No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl. Hometown 


17 EJ. Adams WR 6-0 197 Sr. Stone Mountain, GA 


WILDCATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ht Wt CL. 


78 Jacob Lewellen 


DE 6-3 244 Fr. Louisville 


13 Eric Adeyemi WR 6-0 170 So. Miami, FL 


FB 6-0 236 Fr. Winchester 


30 Moncell Allen TB 5-7 225 Jr. _ New Orleans, LA 


43 Stephen Ball FB. 5-10 220 Jt. Brentwood, TN 


45 Tatum Lewis 
32_ Trevard Lindley 


CB 6-0 175 Sr, Hiram, GA 


20 Derrick Locke 


TR 5-9 180 Jr Hugo, OK 


31 Mikie Benton = «CB 5-11_ 182 Fr Russellville 


60 Dustin Luck 


0G 6-3 200 Sr. Poole 


Patryk Bielawski DE 6-1 237 So. Mason, OH 


53 Ricky Lumpkin 


DT 6-4 294 Jr. Clarksville, TN 


Ross Bogue TE 6-5 241 Sr. Suwanee, GA 


43. Mikhail Mabry LB 6-2 248 Sr. 


_ Mililani, Hl 


Trey Bowland TB 5-10 190 Jr. —_Knoxville, TIN 
22 AaronBoyd WR 6-4 210 So. Lexington 


16_DeAunte Mason 


QB 6-3 220 Fr. Nashville, TN 


50 Sam Maxwell 


1B 6-3 244 Sr. Hartwell, GA 


Nik Brazley WR 5-9 170 So. Louisville 


85 Gene McCaskill 


WR 6-0 175 So. ‘Chester, SC 


Chandler Burden DE 6-4 294 So. Blue Ash, OH 


60 Shane McCord 


Randall Burden  CB_ 6-0 170 So. LaGrange, GA 


68 Luke McDermott 


DT 62 262 J Hartwell, GA 
OT 6-1 256 So. Louisville 


WR 6-0 194 Sr. Hodgenville 


62 Greg Meisner 


OE 6-1 233 So. Greensburg, PA 


89 Anthony Cecil 
SS 6-0 190 Fr. Fort Thomas 


42. Nick Melillo 


44 Clay Cecil 
42 Chris Cessna TE 6-4 227 So. ___ London 
Aliquippa, PA 


WR 6-2 215 So. Louisville 
K 64 198 Fr, Fort Mitchell 


88_Kevin Mitts _ 
14 Anthony Mosley 


cB. 6-0 170 So. Ellenwood, GA 


27 _ Ashton Cobb SS 6-0 215 Sr. 
Alcoa, TN 


52 Billy Joe Murphy 


OT 6-6 295 So, 


18 Randall Cobb OBR 5-11 188 So. 
West Chester, OH 


Brian Murphy 


FB 6-0 216 So. Big Stone Gap, VA 


38 John Conner FB 5-11 240 Sr 
84 Gabe Correll TE 6-3 227 Fr _ Cincinnati, OH 
Indianapolis, IN 


84 Charles Mustafa 


DT 6-3 260 So. College Park, GA 


47 A.J. Nance 


FB 5-11 250 Sr. Knoxville, TN 


98 Mark Crawford __DT 6-1 295 So. 
Union 


26 Rashaad Palmer 


CB 6-0 185 Fr. Covington 


7 MarcusDavis = C 6-1 280. 
Rineyville 


91 Corey Peters 


OT 63 205 S _Louisville 


33. Matt Denham TB 5-10 178 Fr. 
80. T.C. Drake TE 6-6 242 Sr. __ Bardstown 
Cut Off, LA 


14” Ryan Ehilippl 


QB 5-11 170 Fr. Lexington 


47 Matt Ramsey 


FR 6-1 205 Artemus 


57 Jacob Dufrene LB 6-1 220 Jr 
Magnolia 


35 Cartier Rice 


cB 510 179 Fr. “Duncan, SC 


72_ Zipp Duncan OT 6-5 285 Sr. 
75 Brad Durham OT 6-4 310 Jr Mount Vernon 
48 Alex Dutton WR 5-10 170 Fr. Louisville 


3 Matt Roark 


WR 6-5 202 So. Acworth, GA 


15 Tyler Sargent 


QB 6-4 208 So. Waynesville, OH 


49 Nathan Dutton WR 5-10 170 Fr. Louisville 


36_LonesSeiber 


K 5-9 195 Sr Knoxville, TN 


40 Daryl Faulkner cB O5-9 __Memphis, TN 
1 Will Fidler 


30_ Zach Severance 


DB 5-11 188 Fr. Reynoldsburg, OH 


90 Pat Simmons 


K 6-2 199 Fr. LaGrange, GA 


_ 64 Henderson 
19 EW. Fields WR 6-1 195 Fr 


29 Alfonso Smith 


TB 6-1 204 Sr Louisville 


Frankfort 
90 Michael Gardner DE 6-4 208 Fr. 


69 Matt Smith 


C 64 280 Fr. Louisville 


o! Lexington 
83 Jonathan Gholson WR 6-2 190 So. ____ Louisville” 
45 Antwane Glenn OT 6-3 270 So. _ Pacolet, SC 
61 Jorge Gonzalez c 


6-3 305 Sr. ‘Tampa, FL 
40. Maurice Grinter 


6 Taiedo Smith 


46 Ronnie Sneed 


“Dunnelion, FL 
Tallahassee, FL 


FS 6-0 182 So. 


LB 6-2 235 So, 


46 _feaao Stackhouse FB 5-10. 240 Fr. 


58 Sean Stackhouse 


Prattville, AL 


OG 6-4 266 Fr. Jacksonville, FL 


TE 6-3 253 Sr. Louisville” 
21 Winston Guy CB 6-1 208 So. Lexington 


48 Jake Stephens 


5-11 215 Fr. Lexington 


WR 6-1 179 Jr. Stone Mountain, GA 
FS 6-1 205 Sr, Columbia, SC 


491_Anfonio Thomas 


6-1 228 Cowpens, SC 


59 Jon Thomas 


Louise 


QB 6-6 204 J Canton, OH 


54 Brandon Thurmond 


Rex, GA 


65 J.J. Helton LS 6-3 226 Jt. _Franklin, TH 
70 StuartHines  ——0G_—«G-4 295 So. Bowling Green 


41 Danny Trevathan 


K 
LB 
LS 5-10 229 
LB 
LB 


Leesburg, FL 


9 Ryan Tydlacka 


__Louisville 


64 Osaze Idumwonyi C 6-1 Cedar Hill, TX 


96 Collins Ukwu 


LaVergne, TH 


64 285 Fr. 
99 Jeremy Jarmon Collierville, TN 


59 Dave Ulinski 


__ Louisville 


mon DE 6-3 279 Sr. 
76 Justin Jeffries OT 6-6 310 Sr. ___ Louisville 
78 Christian Johnson OG 6-4 325 Sr —_—_—Ft. Campbell 

Ft. Campbell 


97 Ross Uminger _ 


Walton 


34 Paul Warford 


Richmond 


35 Norman Webb 


_ Louisville 


Nashville, TN 


26 Coshik Williams 


Hiram, GA 


4 Wicah Johnson _LB 6-2 256 __ Sr. 
Lexington 


39 William Johnson LB 6-2 200 
Brendan Kelly DB 5-8 170 
_ Mobile, AL 
Alcoa, TN 


81 KyrusLanxter = WR 6-2 195 


68 Michael Williams 


Richmond 


NOTEBOOK 4 


Koma staff remained intact, but there were 
a few in-house adjustments. Joker Phillips, 
who will take over for coach Rick Brooks when he 
retires, has changed titles from offensive coordi- 
nator to head coach of the offense. He will con- 
tinue to organize the game plan and call plays. 

Randy Sanders was promoted from quarter- 
backs coach to offensive coordinator and will 
work with Phillips in game-planning and offen- 
sive development. Sanders turned over his role 
of recruiting coordinator to linebackers coach 
Chuck Smith. 

¢ Randall Cobb had a busy freshman year. 
Cobb, who grew up in the University of Tennessee's 
backyard but chose the Wildcats over the 
Volunteers, saw significant playing time as a 
quarterback, receiver and punt returner last year. 

By the end of the regular season, he was the 
only player in the nation who was his team’s 
starting quarterback and punt returner, although 
he missed the Liberty Bowl with a knee injury. 

Mike Hartline took the majority of the snaps 
at quarterback in the spring while Cobb focused 
primarily on receiver. Cobb will be used periodi- 
cally as a quarterback in the “Wildcat” formation 
to give the offense a different look. 

Expect Cobb to be a focal point of the offense 
wherever he lines up. 

“He's a playmaker,” Phillips said. “We've just 
got to get the ball in his hands. He’s got the 
ability to be a No. 1 receiver, but as he showed 
last year, he can be a dangerous quarterback as 
well.” 

¢ Ravaged by NCAA probation, Kentucky had 
fewer than 70 scholarship players when Brooks 
took over in 2003. Now, not only does UK have 
a full allotment of 85 again, it also appears to 
have quality depth. Christian Johnson and Paul 
Warford are perfect examples. 

Johnson, a senior who started 12 games in 
2006, was battling a pair of youngsters, Jake 
Lanefski and Stuart Hines, for the starting job 
at left guard. Warford, a junior cornerback with 
14 career starts, redshirted last year but missed 
spring practice with a foot injury. He's currently 
behind sophomore Randall Burden. 


11. Greg Wilson 


College Park, GA. 


74 Trevino Woods 


Athens, GA 


63 Jake Lanefski OG/C 6-4 286 
Simpsonville, SC 


10 Matt Lentz SS 6-3 209 


Name GP 
M. Hartline = 114 
R. Cobb 11 


Effic 
104.7 
95.1 


Name No. 
D. Lyons 33 
K. Lanxter 23 
D. Locke 23 


Name Att 
T. Dixon 132 
R. Cobb 79 
A, Smith 74 


94 Taylor Wyndham 


Swansea, SC 


Att = Int 


Tackles: B. Kelley 98, M. Johnson 93, M. McClinton 50 
Tackles for loss: M. Johnson 13, M. Pryor 11, J. Jarmon 10, C. Peters 10 
Sacks: J. Williams 5, J. Jarmon 4.5, M. Pryor 4.5 

Interceptions: M. McClinton 4, T. Lindley 4, four with one 


TO Long Avg/6 
9 71 (151.5 
2 37 49.3 


Long Aug/G 
15 33.1 
18 28.7 
38 24.1 


' OPPOSING COACHES VIEW | 

¢ On the coaching staff: “Those guys | 
ought to get coaches of year because over the 
last three, four years they've assembled pretty 
| solid talent. They're very sound on offense and 
| their defense will give you problems.” 


| es On sticking with coach Rich Brooks after 
only nine wins in his first three seasons: "I 
| think it's great. They had confidence in him and 
they liked the direction he was going. In 2007, 
they had a lot of talent with (quarterback) Andre 
Woodson and (receiver) Keenan Burton and (run- 
ning back) Rafael Little and some of those guys. 
They beat LSU, which won the national champion- 
ship that year, and almost beat Florida and 
Tennessee. Those kids play with a lot of confi- 
dence," 
Se ee — 


Det ta ch Sal 
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Jeremy Jarmon 


overlooked while playing alongside Pryor 
and Jarmon. He still had 10 tackles for 
loss and four sacks, and he is a darkhorse 
candidate for All-SEC honors. Junior 
Ricky Lumpkin has shown flashes in his 
two years backing up Pryor, and junior 
college transfer Mark Crawford should be 
a contributor after participating in spring 
practice, 

Braxton Kelley and Johnny Williams 


were steady, starting linebackers whose 
contributions will be missed. But the 
coaching staff isn't expecting a drastic 
drop-off. 

Senior Micah Johnson, an All-SEC pick 
by league coaches, will head-up the mid- 
dle. Senior Sam Maxwell, a dependable 
backup for three seasons, should be solid 
on the strong side. Sophomore Danny 
Trevathan will take care of the weak side. 

Trevard Lindley, arguably the nation’s 
best corner, will lead the charge in the sec- 
ondary. Lindley isn’t that big (6-0, 175) 
and while he has very good speed, he’s not 
what youd call a blazer. But his anticipa- 


tion, closing speed and ball skills are off 


the charts. 

Sophomore Randall Burden followed a 
strong Liberty Bowl with a good spring 
and could start at the corner opposite 
Lindley. Paul Warford, a junior with 14 
career starts, is also back in the mix after 
redshirting last season. 

The safety position is still a work in 
progress, as the coaching staff shuffled 
around several players in the spring. The 
staff is extremely high on sophomore 
Winston Guy, who figures to be one 
constant. 

Candidates for the other safety spot 
include seniors Calvin Harrison and 
Ashton Cobb, along with sophomores 
Matt Lentz, Greg Wilson and Taiedo 
Smith. 

Last year’s defense was the best for 
Kentucky statistically in years. With 
three cornerstones returning in Lindley, 
Jarmon and Johnsor i 
influx of new talent — coordinator Steve 
Brown said the Wildcats could be even 
better in 2009. 

“There's some good carryover. We're 
going to have some guys filling in that 
don't have the experience of some of the 
guys that left, who are going to be hard 
to replace,” Brown said. “But they add a 
different type of element.” 


an 


/ comer or safety. ... Brooks | 


BEST & 
™ BRIGHTEST 


“MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


CB Trevard Lindley 
Lindley has started all 39 
games of his Kentucky 
career and will leave as one 
of the best corners in 
school history. ... Six of his 
nine career interceptions 
have been key plays in UK 
wins, and it was his pick 
that set up an overtime- 
forcing field goal in the : 
Cats’ win over No. 1 LSU in 2007. ... Lindley 
already holds the school record for pass break- 
ups with 34. Is blessed with great anticipation 
and closing speed. 


EMERGING STAR 


SS Winston Guy _ 

Coach Rich Brooks, who 
isn’t prone to hyperbole, 
can’t help but gush about 
the potential of the 6-1, 
210-pound sophomore 
with elite speed and cover 
skills. Guy can play either 


called Guy the most tal- 
ented defensive back pros- 
pect he’s signed since arriving at UK in 2003. 
.. Guy earned his stripes on special teat 
last year and quickly nailed down a starting 


| job at strong safety in spring practice. ... He 


had a 96-yard kick return against Georgia last 
season. 


TOP NEWCOMER 
DE DeQuin Evans 


Evans, a four-star recruit 
from Los Angeles Harbor 
College, will be counted on 
to provide a presence at 
defensive end opposite 
Jeremy Jarmon. ... Coach 
Rich Brooks called Evans a 
top-flight pass rusher who 
has the ability to chase 
down ball carriers from 
sideline-to-sideline. ... Evans was a junior col- 
lege teammate of WR Chris Matthews, who als 
signed with Kentucky. 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND ests 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W at Louisville 27-2 
Scoring 26.7 43 Scoring 36.5 15 Scoring 22.6 87 Ww NORFOLK STATE 38-3 
Rushing 98.6 101 Rushing 155.5 35 Rushing 127.5 81 W MIDDLE TENNESSEE 20-14 
Passing 276.7 8 Passing 287.9 19 Passing 171.9 96 W WESTERN KENTUCKY 41-3 
Total 375.3 31 Total 444.3 24 Total 299.3 106 L at Alabama 14-17 
L SOUTH CAROLINA 17-24 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK W ARKANSAS 21-20 
Scoring 28.4 99 Scoring 29.6 80 Scoring 21.5 35 [li at Florida 5-63 
Rushing 184.5 108 Rushing 191.1 94 Rushing 139.2 55 W at Mississippi State 14-13 
Passing 268.9 118 Passing 206.1 24 Passing 193.2 40 L GEORGIA 38-42 
Total 453.4 118 Total 397.2 67 Total 332.4 40 L VANDERBILT 24-31 
iL at Tennessee 10-28 

TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK eile] Liberty Bowl 
+15 +115 2 4 - 0.08 64 +5 - 0.38 35 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] W = vs. East Carolina «25-19 
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Player Profile 


Reatly for the NFL? 
LB Johnson Will Be 


entucky senior linebacker Micah 
Kens could have heard his name 

called in this year’s NFL Draft. He 
was projected as a fourth or fifth-round 
pick. 

He decided instead to return to school, 
joining two other UK juniors — corner- 
back Trevard Lindley and defensive end 
Jeremy Jarmon — who also explored en- 
tering the draft. 

“T watch the draft every year,” John- 
son said. “It’s just real motivating for me. 
That's how my offseason started. I want 
to hear my name called early this time 
next year.” 


Johnson was rated as one of the na- 
tions’s top linebackers coming out of high 
school but was slow to make the adjust- 
ment to big-time college football. The light 
started to come on at the end of his sopho- 
more year, and last season that light was 
burning brightly. 

He finished second on the team with 93 
tackles, earning first-team All-SEC honors 
despite missing 2 1/2 games with a nag- 
ging high ankle sprain. 

Johnson always has been an impres- 
sive physical specimen. His sculpted 6-2, 
256-pound frame is ready-made for the 
next level. 

“I had to sign waivers to play with 7- 
and 8-year-olds when I was 5,” Johnson 
recalled. 

“I've always been blessed with physical 
talent, but I didn’t want to rely totally on 
that. I knew that in high school and col- 
lege, everybody was going to be big, strong 
and fast, so when I was in eighth grade I 
really picked it up a notch.” 

Johnson has made huge strides in the 
mental aspects of the game. He experi- 
enced many peaks and valleys learning 
the nuances of the linebacker position 
early in his career, but now he’s an un- 
questioned team leader from his middle 
linebacker position. 

“He's really blossomed as a student of 
the game,” linebackers coach Chuck Smith 
said. “Things like recognizing coverages 
he’s come a long way with. As long as 
he stays healthy, I don’t see any reason 
why he can’t be the best linebacker in the 
country.” 

That would be just fine with Johnson, 
for that would mean he would be leaving 
college the same way he entered: ranked as 
one of the nation’s best. 

“I want the team to be successful and 
compete for an SEC championship,” John- 
son said. 

“For myself, I want to make All-SEC, be 
an All-American and be considered the 
best linebacker in the country. I know 
there are a lot of great ones out there. I 
believe in myself that I am, but I have to 
be ready to come out and show it week in 
and week out.” 


SPECIAL TERMS 

No Wildcat might be missed more than 
Tim Masthay. The All-SEC punter not 
only pinned teams deep but also was one 
of the league’s top kickoff men. Sopho- 
more Ryan Tydlacka, who served as the 
team’s “pooch” punter last year, will move 
into the full-time role. 

Placekicking continues to be an issue. Se- 
nior Lones Seiber had a rough fall, making 
just 11 of 19 field-goal attempts. Tydlacka 
also will challenge Seiber for the kickoff job. 

Kentucky has plenty of options in the 
return game. Winston Guy had a 96-yard 
kickoff return against Georgia, and Der- 
rick Locke is a threat if he returns at full 
speed. Randall Cobb is also a dangerous 


punt returner, 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS: 

There are a couple of new twists to the 
Kentucky schedule. First, the Cats will 
open the season outside the Bluegrass 
state for the first time since 1982 when 
they take on Miami (Ohio) University 
at Cincinnati's Paul Brown Stadium on 
Sept. 5. 

UK will then have an open date before 
hosting archrival Louisville on Sept. 19. 

Kentucky will then play 11 consecutive 
Saturdays to close the season, testing the 
improved depth the coaching staff be- 
lieves it has. While last year’s schedule was 
set up nicely for a 4-0 start, the Wildcats 
will host Alabama and Florida in the first 
month of this season. 


— Chip Cosby 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept.5 vs. Miami (OH) (Cincinnati) (2-10) 
Sept. 19 LOUISVILLE (5-7) 
Sept. 26 FLORIDA (13-1) 
Oct. 3 ALABAMA (12-2) 
Oct.10 at South Carolina (7-6) 
Oct. 17 at Auburn (5-7) 
Oct.24 LOUISIANA-MONROE (4-8) 
Oct.31 MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-8) 
Nov.7 EASTERN KENTUCKY (8-4) 
Nov. 14 at Vanderbilt (7-6) 
Nov. 21 at Georgia (10-3) 
Nov. 28 TENNESSEE (5-7) 
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ONE WEBSITE AT ATIME “ 


zeekee interactive 


intemet marketina services 


Website Design ECommerceSolutions EmailMarketing SearchEngine Optimization Keyword Marketing 


Application Development Interactive Strategy Consulting Social Media 


100 Grandview Place Suite 120 Birmingham, AL 35243 (205) 977-2296 www.zeekeeinteractive.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Gary Crowton 


AT A GLANCE 
= BOOE — 
8-5 overall, 3-5 SEC (3rd, West) 


Les Miles — At LSU: 42-11, 4 years; 
overall: 70-32, 8 years : 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 13; 7 offense, 6 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
RB Charles Scott, WR Brandon LaFell, 
OT Ciron Black, QB Jordan Jefferson, 
LB Kelvin Sheppard, LB Perry Riley, 
CB Patrick Peterson. 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
‘The skilled offense has numerous weapons. 
' Jefferson gained valuable experience last 
season and can better utilize the powerful 
Scott and the explosive LaFell. Few are bet- 
‘ter at protecting quarterbacks and opening 
holes than Black. Athleticism runs deep 
throughout the offense. 


The defensive line wasn’t yery strong last 
season and it returns only one starter in 
senior tackle Charles Alexander. The sec-. 
ondary and linebackers also were suspect 
but should show improvement. Three new 
defensive coaches indicate an effort to 

‘work toward that goal. . 


KEY LOSSES: 
WR Demetrius Byrd, 0G Herman Johnson, 
DE Tyson Jackson, $ Curtis Taylor 


LSU shouldn’t have any trouble scoring 
points, particularly since it has stability at 
quarterback and should stay away from the 
“numerous tumovers that plagued it last 
season. The defense must exhibit more 
consistency and less vulnerability to the 
pass and yielding big plays. Injuries could 
play havoc with a talented defense that is 
thin in spots, but the Tigers should chal- 
lenge at the top of a competitive SEC West. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: John Chavis 


For more coverage of the Tigers, visit Isu.rivals.com 


STADIUM: Tiger Stadium: 92,400 


Making Changes to Return to the Same Old Tigers 


\fe its quest for change, LSU made sey- 
eral of them in an effort to right a ship 
that strayed off course last season. 

The plan is to move the Tigers more 
toward the form that brought them the 
2007 BCS national championship and 
away from the disappointment of last sea- 
son's 8-5 record. 

Last year could have been worse, too, if 
not for the development of now-sopho- 
more quarterback Jordan Jefferson. Jeffer- 
son left everyone in an optimistic mood 
after guiding LSU past Georgia Tech in 
the Chick-fil-A Bowl, 38-3. 

Adding to the rosy outlook are four 
new assistant coaches, including former 
long-time Tennessee defensive coordina- 
tor John Chavis, who joined LSU in the 
same capacity. 

Chavis replaced Doug Mallory and 
Bradley Dale Peveto, who have moved 
elsewhere after their one-year experiment 
as co-defensive coordinators proved inef- 
fective. 

Indicative of the problems: For the first 
time in school history, two teams scored 
at least 50 points against LSU in the same 
season. 

Coach Les Miles is confident that 
Chavis’ presence will lead to a retooled 
defense that won't suffer embarrassing 
losses to Florida and Georgia by scores of 
51-21 and 52-38, respectively. 

“He's going to bring to LSU a style of 
coaching and an ability to relate to our 
players that will breed success,” Miles said 
of Chavis. “We are excited to have him 
on board.” 

The same could be said of Jefferson, al- 
though his emergence initially wasn’t met 
with such fanfare. It took injuries to two 
others before Jefferson finally received any 
appreciable playing time. 

Jefferson's first start ended in a late loss, 
but everything seemed to come together 
in the postseason. 

Given that no one left early for the 


NEL, Jefferson is sure to receive plenty of 
help from the likes of left offensive tackle 
Ciron Black, running back Charles Scott 
and wide receiver Brandon LaFell. 

Black and LaFell already have shown “a 
difference in their demeanor,” Miles said, 
with the expectation that their leadership 
skills will extend into the regular season. 

If that’s not encouragement enough, 
the Tigers signed a recruiting class that 
some analysts rated best in the country. 
Rivals.com rated LSU as No. 2. 

Quarterback/athlete Russell Shepard 
was among those who enrolled at LSU 
in January. He quickly made an impact 
at spring practice and is expected to join 
others in making an immediate contribu- 
tion. 

Nothing can be taken for granted, but 
the Tigers apparently have set sail for a 
brighter future. 


OFFENSE 


If nothing else, LSU should begin the 
season with more stability than it did a 
year ago. 

The quarterback situation was in a 
state of flux last season after Ryan Perril- 
loux was dismissed from the team. That 
left two largely untested understudies to 
fill the void. 

The starter, Andrew Hatch, has since 
transferred back to Harvard. His replace- 
ment, redshirt sophomore Jarrett Lee, is 
now Jordan Jefferson's backup. 

Hatch and Lee were both injured be- 
fore Jefferson finally settled into his role 
last season. Jefferson first started in the 
regular-season finale, only to have LSU 
lose to Arkansas in the final seconds, 31- 
30. 

The Tigers redeemed themselves in the 
Chick-fil-A Bowl, and Jefferson is primed 
for even better results after completing 36 
of 73 passes for 419 yards and four touch- 
downs with one interception last season. 
He also rushed for 77 yards and a touch- 
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down on 49 carries. 

“This year I understand the playbook 
more,” he said, “and I’m able to bring 
more to the table than last year.” 

That's good news for the Tigers, who 
should also get more from the hard-charg- 
ing Charles Scott and the 6-3, 209-pound 
Brandon LaFell. 

Scott opened last season with four 
consecutive 100-yard rushing games and 
finished with six overall. His 1,174 yards 
rushing on 217 carries was the fifth-best 
total in school history. His average of 5.4 
yards per carry tied for third highest by 
running backs with at least 200 carries. 

His average of 90.8 yards per game 
ranked fourth in the Southeastern Con- 
ference, and his 18 rushing touchdowns 
led the SEC, falling one short of the sin- 
gle-season school record. 

“T think my team really needs me and 
Ciron, and other seniors, to come back 
and be great leaders for this team,” said 
the 5-11, 233-pound Scott, who toyed 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


QB —_ Jordan Jefferson So. Took control when given chance in final two games. Jarrett Lee, So.” 

RB Charles Scott* Sr. __ Powerfully built with a nose for end zone, Richard Murphy, Jr. 
RB Keiland Williams Sr. _ Explosive with quick change of direction. Stevan Ridley, So. 
WR _ Brandon LaFell* Sr. SEC's leading active receiver. Tim Molton, Fr. 

WR Terrance Toliver Jr. Speed serves him well after the catch. Chris Mitchell, Sr. 
TE __ Richard Dickson* Sr. Valuable both as receiver and blocker. Mitch Joseph, So. 
LT Ciron Black* Sr. Workhorse competitor is in on nearly ever play. Thomas Parsons, Fr. 
LG Josh Dworaczyk So. Trying to replace All-American Herman Johnson. Will Blackwell, So, 
C _T-Bob Hebert So. _ Coming off season-ending knee injury. Patrick Lonergan, Fr. 
RG Lyle Hitt* Sr. __ Had 45 knockdown blocks last season. Greg Shaw, So. 

RT _ Joseph Barksdale” Jr. Played most snaps of any offensive lineman last year.  Cordian Hagans, Fr. 
PK Josh Jasper Jr. Adds placekicking duties to kickoff chores. Drew Alleman, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


DE __Lazarius Levingston Jr___ Replaces NFL draftee Tyson Jackson. Chase Clement, Fr. 

DT __ Charles Alexander* Sr. __Battled injuries throughout career. Lavar Edwards, Fr. 

DT _AlWoods St. __ Imposing figure at 6-4, 323 pounds. Drake Nevis, Jr. 

DE — Rahim Alem Sr. __ Extraordinary pass rusher with great upside, Sidell Corley, So. 

LB Perry Riley* Sr. Defensive MVP of Chick-fil-A Bowl. Shomari Clemons, So. 
LB Jacob Cutrera Sr.__Has started at least one game a year. Ryan Baker, So. 

LB Kelvin Sheppard* Jr. Athletic with big-play ability, Harry Coleman, Sr.* 
CB Chris Hawkins* Sr. __ Had team-high three interceptions last year. Ron Brooks, So. 

CB Patrick Peterson* So. Looking for breakout season. Jai Eugene, Jr. 

$$ Danny McCray Sr. __ Versatile performer with good range. Stefoin Francois, So. 
FS Chad Jones Jr. Exceptional athlete who also plays baseball. Karnell Hatcher, So. 

P Derek Helton Jr. __dunior college transfer from Kansas. Josh Jasper, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 
with the idea of entering the NFL Draft, should further bolster the skilled and stur- 
as did LaFell and Black. dy receiving corps. 


“T feel like we can really be great ... if we 
have leadership.” 

LaFell declared for the draft only to 
withdraw his name, much to the Tigers’ 
delight. He led LSU in receiving in each 
of the last two years and has a chance to 
finish his career among LSU’s top 10 lead- 
ers in receptions, yards and touchdowns. 

He caught an SEC-best eight touch- 
down passes last season while finishing 
with 63 receptions for 929 yards. 

Also back is rugged senior tight end 
Richard Dickson, who was LSU’s third- 
leading receiver last season with 31 catch- 
es for 324 yards and five touchdowns. 

The 6-3, 246-pound Dickson also will 
lend support to a line that features the 
6-5, 325-pound Black and will include 
sophomore center [-Bob Hebert, the son 
of former NFL quarterback Bobby He- 
bert. 

All-purpose sprinter Trindon Holliday 


DEFENSE 


The defense promises to have a new 
look, if for no other reason than the pres- 
ence of a new coordinator. 

It didn’t take long for John Chavis to 
leave his imprint. He moved strong safety 
Harry Coleman to outside linebacker in 
the spring and cut down on the num- 
ber of revolving personnel changes that 
seemed to stymie LSU last season. 

If that means LSU will experience some 
of the success Chavis enjoyed at Tennes- 
see, all the more reason to welcome the 
Volunteers’ defensive coordinator of 14 
years. 

The Vols ranked among the SEC’s top 
four defensively in 10 of those years be- 
fore Chavis was released after embattled 
head coach Phillip Fulmer stepped down 
last season. 


Obviously, Coleman has liked what he’s 
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WR Rueben Randle 

Barring injury, Randle should make a big impact at 
LSU. He has everything you want in a receiver — size, 
speed, hands and great athletic ability. 


QB Russell Shepard 

Shepard may not win the starting quarterback job, but 
he’s too talented to keep on the sideline. Look for him 
to have a Tim Tebow role this fall as a “slash” type of 
playmaker for the LSU offense. He’s so electrifying with 
the ball in his hands. 


1 S Craig Loston 

Loston is a big-time safety prospect who excels against 
@ the run. He can be a devastating hitter, and he plays 
with a linebacker mentality. Loston just needs to shore 
up his coverage skills. 


3 NELUCOMERS GF IMP ACT 


Ht =Wt Hometown School 


Cameal Ainsworth OL O@ OG 64 206 Baton Rouge, LA Parkview Baptist 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
offensive guard. 


Dominique Allen RB OOO 5-11 250 Paris, TN Henry County 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 5 
fullback. 


Lamin Barrow IB ooo 6-2 209 Marrero, LA John Ehret 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 22 
inside linebacker. 


Michael Brockes DE O@O@@ 66 255 Houston, TX Chavez 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 strongside defensive end. 


Drayton Calhoun =ATH OOOO 60 175 Tucker, GA Tucker 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 athlete...Enrolled at LSU in January. 


Moris Claibome ATH OOO 6-0 180 Shrevepori, LA Fair Park 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 58 
athlete. 


Chris Davenport TT OO000 64 318 Mansfield, LA 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Louisiana. 
No. 4 defensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American. 


Mansfield 
..Rated as the nation’s 


Josh Downs T OOOO 61 275 Bastrop, LA 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Louisiana.. 
No. 14 defensive tackle. 


Bastrop 
-Rated as the nation’s 


Chris Faulk Oo“ GOO600 66 310 Slidell, LA 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Louisiana... 
No. 4 offensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American. 


Northshore 
Rated as the nation’s 


Michael Ford RB OOGG 5-10 200 Leesville, LA 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Louisiana.. 
No. 7 running back. 


Leesville 
-Rated as the nation’s 


Chris Garrett 8B ooo 6-4 220 Tupelo, MS Tupelo 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 18 pro-style quarterback...Enrolled at LSU in January. 

Derek Helton 


K 660 Fort Scott €.C. 


6-2 170 Fort Scott, KS 
Averaged 36.1 yards on 70 punts in 2008...Enrolled at LSU in January. 
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@0000 + 
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2010 NEEDS 


Even the loaded Tigers have needs. 
Their position priorities are wide 
receiver, running back, tight end and 
linebacker. 


00000 
tases aT 


Hallonal Rank: 2 SEC: 2 


6OOGGSo : 


DL Bennie Logan 

Logan had a big-time senior season, with 116 tackles, 
30 tackles for loss and 15 sacks. Logan is athletic and 
quick for a big man. He could move inside and eventu- 
ally play tackle. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Wt = Hometown 


Akiem Hicks TT OG00 66 300 Sacramento, CA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 20 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


School 
Sacramento City C.C. 


Josh Johns Bb Oooo 62 210 Central, LA 
Rated as the No. 40 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com. 


Tahj Jones Bb Oooo 6-2 205 Sulphur, LA Sulphur 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
outside linebacker. 


Bennie Logan } ) 6-3 272 Coushatta, LA Red River 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
weakside defensive end. 


Craig Loston DB OOOOOS 62 193 Aldine, TX Eisenhower 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation's 
No. 1 safety. 


Stavion Lowe 0. OO900 65 294 Brownwood, IX Brownwood 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
offensive guard. 


Barkevious Mingo «LB @@G@G 65 209 West Monroe, LA West Monroe 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Louisiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 outside linebacker...U.S. Army All-American. 


Kevin Minter BB OCOo 60 231 Suwanee, GA Peachtree Ridge 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 17 
inside linebacker...Enrolled at LSU in January. 


Sam Montgomery DE GOOG 6-4 230 Greenwood, SC 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in South Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 6 weakside defensive end. 


Greenwood 


Rueben Randle WR OOOCO 63 195 Bastrop, A 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Louisiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 wide receiver...U.S. Army All-American. 


Russell Shepard «= QB @ OOOO 61 179 Houston, TX Cypress Ridge 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 dual-threat quarterback...Enrolled at LSU in January. 


Josh Williford oh ooo 6-7 345 Dothan, AL Houston Academy 
Rated as the No. 40 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 77 
offensive guard. 
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TIGERS SPRING ROSTER ‘NOTEBOOK 


j n ran 
No. Name Pos. Ht Wt Cl. Hometown Pos. Ht Wt CL Hometown it eee back Phelon Jones was gra ted 


approval to transfer after the spring semester. 
81 ChanceyAghayere DE 6-4 269 Fr _ Garland, TX 32 Davidimpastato LB 5-11 


Carneal Ainsworth OL 6-4 296 Fr. “Baton R Rouge 28 RJ. Jackson WR 6-0 ~ Houston, TX 
84 Rahim Alem DE 6-3 254 Sr. New Orleans 30 Josh Jasper PK/P 5-11 


a oti A product of McGill-Toolen High School in Mobile, 


196 
204 Sr. ISA : 
165_Jt.____ Memphis, ™N_ Ala., Jones indicated he wished to transfer to 
91 Charles Alexander DT 6-3 310 Sr. _—-Breaux Bridge © 9 JordanJefferson QB 6-4 209 So. St. Rose Alabama, also of the SEC Western Division. 
210 Fr. 
304 So. 


a t Baton Rouge r i hman, Jon in nin 
Dominique Allen FB 5-11 250 Fr. Paris, TN 83.-Dennis Johnson DL 6-1_ Amory, MS GS gredehire estan Sones hae : 


Bo Aycock DB 6-0 196 Fr. Houston,T™ 43. Michael Johnson 1B 5-11 216 Fr “Zachary games with two starts. He accumulated 15 tack- 


"Ryan Baker (B60 213 So. GrandRidge,FL_ 3 Chad Jones S$ 63 ; Baton Rouge les, with a career-high six stops against Troy and 


Joseph Barksdale OL 6-5 315 Jr. Detroit, MI “Tahj Jones LB 6-2 2 Sulphur North Texas. 


lamin Barrow LB G-2 209 ‘FF. __ Marrero 29 Jarred Joseph WR 6-1 4 “New Orleans iets , : : 
Giron Black 0) 65 325. Sr. ____ Tyler, TX 83 Mitch Joseph Te 65 TiSa: New Iberia ; . Electrifying kick MUTE) Trindon Holliday 
Will Blackwell OL 6-4 298 So. West Monroe 49” Austin Kinchen SN 6-1 200 Fr. Baton Rouge displayed his speed for LSU's nationally ranked 
ble —- es oa ft i Soo 1 Brandon LaFell WR 6-3 3 Houston, TX track and field team in the spring. In his outdoor 
GS ee inving. x Jarrett Lee ec ae: Brenham, TX debut, he ran the 100-meter dash in 10.12 sec- 
— = . 95 LazariusLevingston DE 6-4 5 Ruston : A a = 
84 Jake Bryan TE 6-2 235 Fr ___ Pollock, 94-Patrick Lipoma__ RB 5-4 167 Sr Prairieville onds, which at that point was the nation’s top time 
= et if au Pu $e. Lancer, SA Bennie Logan DE 6-3 272 Fr. Coushatta in that event. He anchored the 4x100-meter relay 
38 Drayton Calhoun RB 6-0 175 Fr. Clarkston, Ga 4 PatvickLonergan C 6-4 288 Fr. New Orleans, team, which ran a 39.10, which was, at the time, 


47 Ricky Castro. “LB 5-10 198 Fr. Metairie Craig Loston eee eee ce Houston, TC the NCAA's third-fastest time of the season. 

58 Dominique Ceazer LB 6-0 195 Jr. “Topeka, KS StavionLowe _OL_—6-5_ .__ Brownwood, TX © Wid ‘ver Jared Mitchell t th 
Morris Claiborne ATH 6-0 180 Fr. Shreveport 28 Joe Maltempi__—OB_5-8 . Chester, VA IGE ECEIVET Aten PUICUC esc ee sec 

88 Chase Clement OL 6-5 255 Fr Thibodaux 27 AugustMangin FB 5-10 201 Sr. Lewisville, TX spring playing another sport. As the starting 

17 ShomariClemons LB 6-1 232 So. West Monroe 17 ‘1.C.McCariney OB 6-3 220 So. Boulder, CO , 

a ee ES Baliwiy 47 Adam McClure WR 6-2 200 Jr. Greenwell Springs centerfielder for the baseball team that was 

89 Colin Conn WR 64 73 Fe Mandeville. © 44 Danny McCray S 6-1 212 Sr, Houston, TX ranked as high as No. 1, Mitchell owned a .319 


DrewAlleman  -PK/P 6-0 169 Fr. Lafayette Josh Johns DBS O62 


98 Sidell Corley DE 6-3 274 So, Mobile, AL” Barkevious Mingo LB 6-5 209 Fr. _— West Monroe. batting average through the first 36 games. 


50 Joey Crappell SN 6-2 218 So. Patterson 48_Kevin Minter (86-0 231 Fr. _Suwanee, GA Free safety Chad Jones played baseball on a 


39 Andrew Crutchfield PK 6-1 192 Jr. Concord, NC 86 Chris Mitchell | WR 6-0 179 Sr. ers - 2 : : 
Bas lacod Ciera aan LET CAIN O38 me Scena 87 Jared Mitchell WR 5-11 201 Sr i limited basis, as well. In starting eight of the first 


83 Dwayne Dailey DL 6-1 242 So. 43 Tim Molton WR 6-3 173 Fr. 10 games in which he appeared, Jones hit .355 


Chris Davenport OT 6-4 318 Fr. Mansfield ‘Sam Montgomery DE 6-5 260 Fr. Greenwood, SC with three home runs and 16 runs batted in. 


21 Tayler Debusk 0B 5-11 180 Fr Tupelo, MS 26 RichardMurphy RB 6-1 196 Jr. Rayville oF id , Demetrius Byrd 
19 David Detz DB 60 177 Fr. Leesville 92 Drake Nevis : DT 6A 294 “sr Marrero ormer wide receiver Vemetrius byrd was 


18 Richard Dickson TE 6-3 246 Sr. OceanSprings,MS | 13 JordanNewell | WR 5-10 168 “St. Homer hurt in a one-car automobile accident in Miami 


Josh Downs DL 6-4 275 Fr. Bastrop §3 Jonathan Nixon DE 6-1 264 Jr. North Little Rock, AR shortly before the NFL Draft. Byrd initially was 


62 Richard Dugas C61 25 Lincoln, NE 73 ThomasParsons OL 6-5 276 Fr. Canyon Lake, TX . A ae ot at ‘ 
40 Rockey Duplessis DB 6-1 185 Fr. Belle Chasse 19 Deangelo Peterson WR 6-3 199 So. New Orleans listed in critical condition in intensive care, but 


68 JoshDworaczyk OL 6-6 286 So. New Iberia 7 Patrick Peterson CB 6-1 205 So. “Pompano Beach, FL his agent, David Dunn, said Byrd was expected 


89 Lavar Edwards DT 6-4 260 Fe Gretna. «4 Kyle Prater 1B 6-1 222 Fr. Kerrville, TX. to fully recover. 
46 Tyler Edwards TE 6-3 234 Fr. Monroe ET WR 6-3 y : 


nett Lae. el ALS b Bastroj ; 
45 Zach Elkins DB 5-8 186 Sr BayStlouis,MS 77 “ile Ridley ARS ; reas As a senior last season, Byrd caught 37 passes 


4 — Jai Eugene CB OS-i 191 J. St. Rose. eT TBST ES So. for 513 yards and four touchdowns. He also 

Gls Faulk MOGs SOLE 4 Stevan Ridley FB : ~ Natchez, MS 

SNe ead AB Oe Sle asian TE 6-4 239 So.__Round Rock, TX national championship. 

>a. - a 32 Charles Scott RB 5-11 233 Sr. Saline 

52 Ace Foyil (B 6-3 230 Sr. Madisonville 75 Greg Shaw OL 6-5 290 So. Wialeah, FL i : : ° sateeyng 

14 Chris Garrett 08 6-4 220 Fr. Tupelo, ms 10 Russell Shepard QB 6-1 179 Fr. _Houston, TX CORT AC a Duan many SED aCe Ala HS 

39 Ru. Gillen WR 6-0 185 So. Memphis, 1! Kelvin Sheppard LB 6-3 237 Jr. Stone Mountain, GA. Henson, who became co-offensive line coach at 
51 Clay Spencer OL 6-6 281 Fr, Baton Rouge . . . : 

33 Daniel Graff OB 5-11 171 Jr. Metairie = 2. SN esl Missouri. ... Former co-defensive coordinator 

33 Orlando Gunn DB 5-8 181 So. HarkerHeights,Tx 39 _Ryan St. Julien_ 0B 6-1 175 Fr. St. Martinville 

un -Cordian Hagans 285 «Fr. Snellville, GA sana! Fe inie " 

88 lan Harding — 194 So. “Hew Orleans 36. Curtis Sutera FB O5-11 218 Fr. —_Little Falls, NU Northwestern (La.) State. Peveto previously 


_cwisFaulk OL 66310 Fe _Sdell_ gg “PerryRiley «LB 6-1 -240 = Sr. —Ellenwood, GA played a vital role in LSU's drive to the 2007 BCS 
Michael Ford RB 5-10 200 Fr. Leesville 
e First-year tight ends coach and recruiting 
23 StefoinFrancois S 6-1 194 ‘So. Reserve — - 
as 35 James Stampley RB 5-10 210 So. Baker Bradley Dale Peveto became head coach at 


37_ Karmel Hatcher 1196 So. Delray Beach, FL 15 BrandonTaylor ‘DB 5-11 183 So. Franklinton served as the Demons’ defensive coordinator and 


29 ChrisHawkins CB «G-1—-184 Sr. Walker 16 _Jhyryn Taylor WR . Franklinton F ' 
53 hob Hebert OLS Worerass, GA 55 Kellen Theriot iB 2 Fe Houston, TX linebackers coach. ... Doug Mallory, LSU's other 


46 Trent Hebert DB 59 190 So. ~ Cecilia © 80 Terrance Toliver WR : Hempstead, TX co-defensive coordinator last year, took over as 


61 TreyHelms —OL_ 6-8 259 So. Stuttgart,AR 21 Chris Tolliver. 79 Fr. Rayville defensive coordinator at New Mexico. LSU's 


39 Derek Helton P62 170 J Hoyt, KS 41_ Ronnie Turpin Fr. Baton Rouge «as 
Akiem Hicks DL 66 300 Je ElkGrove, CA. 42 Justin Wamer j = arvensal defense ranked ninth in the SEC last season. 


65. Lyle Hitt 0G 6-2 289 Sr. Baton Rouge 31. John Williams 5-1" : Breaux Bridge 


li | 
chen eae Swim nim” —ae1-36 samen | | OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 
| © On expectations: “They don’t need to 
_ underachieve like last year or he (Les Miles) 
won't be back. They've got the best players. I 
tmp Long Avg/G don’t know what happened to them. Maybe 
143 : 66 170.3 | they were like everybody else — if the quar- 
J. Jefferson 9 36 : a1 59.9 terback doesn’t play, you won't be very good. 
Siawea Yards If LSU's quarterback doesn’t get better, Ole 
B. LaFell 929 14, Miss will win the West.” 
D, Byrd 513 ¢ On the talent level: “They've got one 
R. Dickson 324 defensive end (Rahim Alem) that can really do 
Name Gain what (John) Chavis likes doing defensively. 
C. Scott 1208 . ; Their secondary is probably the best in the 


72_ Alex Hurst OL 6-6 332 Fr Bartlett, TH 97 AlWoods DT 6-4 323 Sr. 


Individual Stats 


MS Hin a | conference. Overall, they've got more big bodies 
wane ' than any football team (in the SEC). They go 
| three, four deep with good-looking bodies.” 
Tackles: H. Coleman 71, K. Sheppard 64, P. Riley 60 } © On 2009 predictions: “LSU will win the 
Lore) ow los Neuen tas an a cae q | West. ... They had everything to win last year, 
Interceptions: C, Hawkins 3, C. Taylor 2, three tied with one ae the quarterback play didn’t happen for 
em. 
L _ — J 
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seen so far. 

“T think we're on a roll now,” he said. 

Coleman was the most consistent and 
aggressive of LSU’s defenders last year 
when he accumulated a team-high 71 
tackles. 

Coleman joins a linebacking corps that 
went through growing pains last season but 
should have benefited from the experience. 

Junior strongside linebacker Kelvin 
Sheppard displayed abundant athleticism 


64 tackles. 

Sheppard is expected to be more involved 
in pass coverage this season, with senior 
middle linebacker Jacob Cutrera taking 
a more active role in every area now that 
he has permanently replaced the departed 
Darry Beckwith. Cutrera had started for 
the oft-injured Beckwith in the past. 

Hard-hitting senior Perry Riley is the 
third starter and is reunited in a way with 
Chavis after nearly committing to Ten- 
nessee before signing with LSU. 

Despite Coleman's absence, the sec- 
ondary still has the potential to excel and 
make amends for its sometimes-confused 
state last season. 

Sophomore cornerback Patrick Peterson 
came on strong in starting the final four 
games of the season. He provided further 
indication of his prowess with a 69-yard 
interception return for a touchdown on 
the final play of the spring game. 

First-year secondary coach Ron Cooper 
welcomes back senior starting cornerback 
Chris Hawkins, with gifted junior safety 
Chad Jones ready to fulfill the promise of 
the past two years. 

The line has just one of the defense’s six 
returning starters in senior Charles Alex- 
ander, which might not be all that bad. 
The line was a major disappointment 
last season and has a new coach in Brick 
Haley, who spent the past two years with 
the Chicago Bears. Before that, Haley 
coached three years at SEC Western Divi- 
sion rival Mississippi State. 

“It was very important that we hire a 
defensive line coach with a great back- 
ground,” Miles said. “Brick has expe- 
rience in both the SEC and the NEL, 
which speaks to his ability to coach at the 
highest levels of the game.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Elusive senior Trindon Holliday truly is 
special. That’s why nearly every conversa- 
tion about special teams begins and ends 
with him. 


BEST& 
BRIGHTEST | 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 

RB Charles Scott {i 


Bruising runner who can 
get the tough yards, yet 
has breakaway speed. He 
had a career-long 56-yard 
run against Appalachian 
State last season. ... He's 
rushed for 28 career touch- 
downs, including 18 last 
season. ... He became the 
first player in school his- 
tory to rush for 100 yards at Auburn when he + 
gained 132. ... He scored three touchdowns in 
LSU's 38-3 Chick-fil-A Bowl victory over Georgia 
Tech. ... In rushing for 1,174 yards, he became 
the 12th 1,000-yard rusher in school history. 


EMERGING STAR 


CB Patrick Peterson 
Now that he’s changed his 
last name from Johnson to 
Peterson, it is one to 
remember. Peterson | 
started the last four games 
of his freshman season and 
made an immediate impact. | 
He had a career-high eight 
tackles against Troy and 
followed that with another 
eight-tackle effort against Ole Miss. ... He forced _ 
a fumble in the Chick-fil-A Bowl against Georgia 
Tech. ... His one interception came in an over- 
time inact to Alabama. 


TOP NEWC. OMER 


OB Russell Shepard 
He enrolled at LSU in 
January after a stellar 
career at Houston’s Cypress 
Ridge High School. ... At 
the end of spring practice, 
he was one of six players to 
receive the Most Improved 
Award. ... His spring-game 
performance featured 7 of 
12 passing for 70 yards 
with an interception. He also tad eight carries 

for 16 yards. ... A super athlete and dangerous 

runner, Shepard played several positions during 

the spring, including wide receiver, but was 
used exclusively at quarterback in the spring 


while finishing second to Coleman with A fivetime All-American in track Same: 
2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND recat 

OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W APPALACHIAN STATE 41-13 

Scoring 33.7 9 Scoring 38.6 11 Scoring 30.9 30 Ww. NORTH TEXAS 41-3 

Rushing 165.8 31 Rushing 2141 11 Rushing 166.8 43 W at Auburn 26-21 

Passing 251.7 18 Passing 225.3 58 Passing 201.3 71 W  MISSISSIPPISTATE 34-24 

Total 417.5 "1 Total 439.4 26 Total 368.1 55 L at Florida 21-51 
W at South Carolina 24-17 

DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L GEORGIA 38-52 

Scoring 12.6 4 Scoring 19.9 7 Scoring 24.2 56 Ww TULANE 35-10 

Rushing 97.1 14 Rushing 106.1 12 Rushing 410.2 17 L ALABAMA (07) 21-27 

Passing 145.7 a} Passing 182.7 9 Passing 215.4 73 W TROY 40-31 

Total 242.8 3 Total 288.8 3 Total 325.5 $2 L OLE MISS 13-31 
L at Arkansas 30-31 

TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK ES See Chick-fil-A Bow! 

0 0.0 58 +20 +£1.43 2 -4 - 0.08 67 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100) W vs. Georgia Tech 38-3 
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Jordan Jefferson 


Jefferson Following 
Path of LSU QBs 


f history is any indicator, LSU sopho- 
[= quarterback Jordan Jefferson is 
destined to enjoy a successful career. 

Two Tiger standouts before him came to 
prominence in the Chick-fil-A Bowl ... and 
Jefferson followed suit with his Most Valu- 
able Player performance last season. 

In just his second start, Jefferson com- 
pleted 11 of his first 12 passes. He finished 
16 of 25 for 142 yards and a touchdown in 
the Tigers’ 38-3 win over No. 14 Georgia 
Tech. 

“From day one, I had to become a leader 
in order to be on the field,” said Jeffer- 
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son, who finished the season 36 of 73 for 
419 yards, with four touchdowns and an 
interception. “Even though the guys are a 
lot older than me, I had to find a way to 
become a leader.” 

Jefferson did just that in evoking memo- 
ries of Rohan Davey and Matt Flynn, who 
used the postseason game in Atlanta as a 
springboard to even greater glory. 

After coming off the bench to rally LSU 
past Georgia Tech in 2000, in what was 
then called the Peach Bowl, Davey became 
the first LSU quarterback to throw for more 
than 3,000 yards in a season. 

Flynn, in his first start, subbed for in- 
jured JaMarcus Russell and led LSU past 
Miami in the 2005 Chick-fil-A Bowl, 41-3. 
Flynn later directed LSU to the 2007 BCS 
national championship. 

LSU isn't expecting Jefferson to become 
another Davey or Flynn, but, well, conten- 
tion for a national title is always nice. 

Don't put it past Jefferson, who knows 
a thing or two about championships. As 
Louisiana's Class 5A Offensive Player of 
the Year in high school, he guided Destre- 
han to an undefeated season and the 2007 
state crown. 

Even so, it took injuries to the two quar- 
terbacks ahead of him before Jefferson fi- 
nally cracked LSU's starting lineup in the 
regular-season finale, which Arkansas won 
in the final seconds, 31-30. 

Jefferson appeared in seven games over- 
all last season, but it wasn’t until the final 
three that he made a significant impact. 
LSU lost two of those before rebounding 
with its resounding victory over Georgia 
Tech. 

That bodes well for the future consider- 
ing that coach Les Miles said, “Jefferson 
is improved (and) understands the offense 
better.” 

Jefferson said he will be “able to bring 
more to the team” this year because of his 
improved comprehension of the playbook. 

Given that, in due time there’s a good 
chance that history will repeat itself. 


through his first three seasons, Hol- 
liday has put that speed to good use on 
the football field. He's the only player in 
school history to return two kickoffs for 
touchdowns. 

He ranked ninth in SEC kickoff return 
average last season (22.6 yards per return) 
and fifth in punt returns (13.3). 

There will be a new placekicker in ju- 
nior Josh Jasper and a new punter in ju- 
nior Derek Helton. Jasper made two field 
goals in last year’s season opener and will 
continue to kick off. Helton averaged 
36.1 yards per punt at Fort Scott (Kan.) 
Community College last season. His lon- 
gest was 68 yards. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

LSU will face some difficult road as- 
signments this season, but none more 
unusual then opening at Washington on 
Sept. 5. The Tigers have never played in 
Seattle before. In the only game between 
the two, LSU drubbed Washington 40-14 
in Tiger Stadium in 1983. 

As a footnote to the game, Washington 
president Mark Emmert is LSU’s former 
chancellor and hired Nick Saban before 
the 2000 season. 

Saban is now at Alabama, which will 
play host to LSU on Nov. 7. Alabama 
edged LSU in overtime last season, 27-21, 
in the first of three consecutive SEC losses 
for the Tigers. 

Georgia and Vanderbilt are both back 
on the schedule. Georgia will entertain 
LSU on Oct. 3, and Vanderbilt will visit 
in the SEC opener Sept. 12. 


— Dave Moormann 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent ‘OH Record 
Sept. 5 at Washington (0-12) 
Sept. 12 VANDERBILT (7-6) 
Sept. 19 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE (6-6) 
Sept. 26 at Mississippi State (4-8) 
Oct. 3 at Georgia (10-3) 
Oct. 10 FLORIDA (13-1) 
Oct. 24 AUBURN (5-7) 
Oct. 31 TULANE (2-10) 
Nov. 7 at Alabama (12-2) 
Nov.14 LOUISIANA TECH (8-5) 
Nov. 21 at Ole Miss (9-4) 
Nov. 28 ARKANSAS (5-7) 
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¢ Brand new, beautiful waterfront, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, immaculately furnished and available for both long 
and short term rentals in Panama City Beach. 
¢ A spacious, 1900 square foot unit, excluding balcony can sleep 8-10 which will be ideal for large or 
multi-families on vacation. An extremely open floor plan with floor to ceiling windows for incredible bay views. 
Master has king sized bed and adjacent jacuzzi bath. Additional sleeping arrangements include 2 queen beds in 
second bedroom and 1 queen bed in third bedroom, both with private baths. Sofa in living area is a sleeper to 
accommodate extra quests. 
¢ Fabulous wraparound balcony, comfortably furnished for indoor/outdoor living and with grill, is perfect 
for entertaining and provides 360 degree views of beautiful St Andrews bay and marina. This adjoining marina 
has slips available for lease. 
¢ Condo features include fireplace, fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances, 3 flat screen HDTV LCD televisions and DVD player and high speed internet access. Complete secu- 
rity and available conference room as well as an onsite state of the art fitness room and expansive pool area with 
hot tub. Conveniently located within 10 minutes or less of beautiful white sand beaches, fishing, boating, world- 
class golf, shopping, restaurants and all of the amusements that have made this area famous. 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ESTELLARAM@KNOLOGY.NET OR 
CALL 850-890-5726 or 205-871-1182 


‘Houston Nutt — At Ole Miss: 9-4, 1 year; 
“overall: 1 120-74, 16 years 


QB Jevan Snead, OL John Jerry, WR Dexter 
“McCluster, WR Shay Hodge, DE Greg Hardy, 


5 oa an offense that scored 
points per game last sea- 


experi 
anchored by a very deep defensive me 
‘Snead could emerge as one of the y 
on’s best. 


; aa th Rebels are eae in 
‘the secondary and need continued 
im r yeinene from their comerbacks. 


‘DI Peria Jerry, P Rob Park 


Ole Miss heads into the 2009 season with 
skyrocketing expectations. The Rebels 
expect to fight for the SEC Western 
Division title and the progran’s first trip to 
‘the SEC Championship Game. With a 
tree offense and experienced defense, ’ 


i 
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OLE MISS 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tyrone Nix 


For more coverage of the Rebels, visit olemiss.rivals.com 


STADIUM: Vaught-Hemingway Stadium: 60,580 


Rebels’ Expectations Soar After Quick Turnaround 


FE laughingstock to BCS bowl con- 
tender, Ole Miss has undergone a dra- 
matic shift in expectations after just one 
season under Coach Houston Nutt. 

After a hapless 3-9 record in 2007, in- 
cluding an 0-8 mark in the Southeastern 
Conference under former coach Ed Org- 
eron, Nutt immediately turned things 
around in Oxford. In his first season, he 
led the Rebels to a 9-4 record, a Cotton 
Bowl victory over Texas Tech, and the 
No. 14 national ranking in the final As- 
sociated Press poll. 

With much of last year’s team return- 
ing, a big encore is expected. But Nutt 
spent much of the offseason doing his 
best to soften soaring expectations. 

“We've got to work harder,” Nutt said. 
“Everybody has a bulls-eye on you now. 
You may be a top-5 team as these maga- 
zines come out, but it’s on paper. It doesn’t 
mean anything.” 

But there’s little doubt this Ole Miss 
team does look like a very good one on 
paper. Quarterback Jevan Snead and sev- 
eral other offensive standouts return for 
the Rebels, including receivers Dexter 
McCluster and Shay Hodge. 

But Ole Miss will have to replace mas- 
sive holes on both sides of the line. Gone 
are two All-Americans — offensive tackle 
Michael Oher and defensive tackle Peria 
Jerry. 

Also gone are linebacker Ashlee Palmer, 
receiver Mike Wallace and safety Jamarca 
Sanford, who played important roles in 
last season's unexpected success. 

So the Rebels spent much of spring 
camp trying to find suitable replacements 
for those losses. Sophomore Bradley 
Sowell likely will take over at left tackle, 
protecting Snead’s blind side, while oth- 
ers like linebacker Patrick Trahan and 
receiver Lionel Breaux have earned more 
prominent roles. 


“We miss those guys we lost,” Snead 
said. “But other guys are starting to step 
up and take charge. They know we need 
them to win.” 

Ole Miss also will lean on talented 
defensive end Greg Hardy, who domi- 
nated off the edge despite being injured 
for a large chunk of last season. He sat 
out spring practice because of surgery 
for a stress fracture in his foot, but he is 
expected to be full strength by August 
workouts. 

Even though he’s tried to deflect ex- 
pectations whenever possible, Nutt is not 
shying away from the prospect that this 
team could compete for an SEC Western 
Division title and advance to the confer- 
ence championship game for the first time 
since its inception in 1992. 

My, how things have changed around 
Oxford. 

“We can have a good team, but there 
are still a lot of questions,” Nutt said. “We 
have to go to work.” 


OFFENSE 


In their first season, Nutt and offensive 
coordinator Kent Austin took over a lack- 
luster offense and transformed it into one 
of the most dynamic in the Southeastern 
Conference. 

The vast majority of those playmakers 
return from an offense that averaged more 
than 32 points per game. 

At the forefront is junior quarterback 
Jevan Snead, who threw for 2,762 yards, 
26 touchdowns and 13 interceptions in 
his first season with the Rebels. The trans- 
fer from Texas features a strong arm and a 
better understanding of the offense in his 
second season. 

The Rebels return their top four run- 
ning backs, who all rushed for at least 240 
yards last season. Sophomore Brandon 
Bolden, who rushed for 542 yards as a 
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Jevan Snead ~~ 


true freshman, separated himself from the 
pack in the spring and likely will get the 
bulk of the carries. 

Bolden, who rushed 11 times for 101 
yards and a touchdown in last season's 
Cotton Bowl victory, has the team’s best 
combination of size and speed. 

Gone is senior fullback Jason Cook, 
who was often unnoticed but an integral 
part to the blocking schemes. He'll be re- 
placed by senior Andy Hartmann and ju- 
nior Derrick Davis, who converted from 
running back in the offseason by adding 
about 15 pounds. 

Seniors Dexter McCluster and Shay 
Hodge will anchor the receiving unit. 
McCluster gained fame in the vaunted 
“Wild Rebel” formation, which featured 
a direct snap to the running back and re- 
sulted in several big plays for Ole Miss last 
season. There will be more of the same 
this season from that increasingly popular 
formation. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB _Jevan Snead* Jr__ More is expected after great ‘08 season. Billy Tapp, Sr. 

RB Brandon Bolden So. __ Rushed for 542 yards as a true freshman. Cordera Eason, Sr. 
WR Dexter McCluster* Sr. __ Dynamic talent can play RB/OB as well. Andrew Harris, So. 
WR Shay Hodge* Sr. __ Veteran receiver with great hands. Markeith Summers, Jr. 
WR Lionel Breaux Jt___ Great speed gives Rebels a big-play threat. Jacarious Lucas, Sr. 
TE Gerald Harris* Sr. Caught four touchdown passes last year. Reggie Hicks, Jr. 

LT _ Bradley Sowell So. Has size, but must get tougher. Alex Washington, So. 
LG Reid Neely’ Sr. __ Veteran can play several positions on line. Brandon Green, Sr. 

C _Daverin Geralds* Sr. Started every game last season. Mark Jean-Louis, Sr. 
RG Rishaw Johnson So. Physical presence; moves into starting spot. A.J. Hawkins, Fr. 
RT__John Jerry* Sr. Veteran primed for All-SEC season. Logan Clair, Jr. 

K Joshua Shene* Sr. Steady kicker named All-SEC in ‘08. Bryson Rose, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Kentrell Lockett* Jr.__ Great speed off edge; 11.5 TFLs last season. Emmanuel Stephens, Sr. 
DT Ted Laurent* Jr. Big man in middle should be healthier. Jerrell Powe, Jr. 

DT —__Lawon Scott Jr Another veteran, dependable space-eater. Justin Smith, So, 

DE — Marcus Tillman* Sr. Started every game in past two seasons. Greg Hardy, Sr. 

LB Allen Walker* Jr. ___Nine starts, 41 tackles last season. Lamar Brumfield, Sr. 
LB Jonathan Cornell* Jr. Veteran had 11 starts last season at MLB. Jason Jones, Fr. 

LB Patrick Trahan Sr 29 tackles, 4.5 TFLs as reserve last year. Lekenwic Haynes, Fr. 
CB Cassius Vaughn* Sr.___ Three interceptions, four pass breakup in ‘08. Jeremy McGee, Jr. 
CB -Marshay Green* Sr.__ Had 32 tackles, two INTs last season. Marcus Temple, So. 
FS _ Kendrick Lewis* Sr. __ Led team with 85 tackles. Fon Ingram, Jr. 
SS__Johnny Brown Jt___Gets starting nod after 28 tackles last year, Derrick Herman, So, 
P Justin Sparks Sr.__ Kickoff specialist adds punting role. Bryan Powers, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


McCluster, who is just 5-8, 165 pounds, 
rushed for 655 yards and six touchdowns 
while also catching 44 passes for 625 yards 
and a touchdown last season. Hodge led 
the team with eight touchdown recep- 
tions. 

Juniors Lionel Breaux and Markeith 
Summers, along with sophomore An- 
drew Harris will get a chance to con- 
tribute at receiver. Prized recruit Pat 
Patterson will also get a chance to earn 
time on the field. 

The Rebels return three veterans — 
guard Reid Neely, center Daverin Geralds 
and right tackle John Jerry — on the line, 
but must find a way to replace All-Ameri- 
can left tackle Michael Oher. 

Bradley Sowell is the most likely can- 
didate. The 6-7, 310-pound sophomore 
played sparingly at tackle and as a block- 
ing tight end last season. He’s big enough, 
but coaches want him to get stronger over 
the summer. 


“You've got to be tough to be on that 
edge,” Nutt said. “We've got to be able to 
trust you. Bradley's coming, but we want 
to see more.” 


DEFENSE 


The Rebels’ strength is their front four, 
which is extremely talented and deep even 
after the departure of All-American defen- 
sive tackle Peria Jerry. 

Greg Hardy, Kentrell Lockett, Marcus 
Tillman, Lawon Scott, Ted Laurent, Jer- 
rell Powe and Emmanuel Stephens all re- 
turn from a defensive line that helped the 
Rebels tie for the nation’s lead in tackles 
for loss last season with 111. 

Lockett was second on the team with 
11.5 tackles for loss, while Hardy led the 
Rebels with 8.5 sacks in limited action. 
Ole Miss ranked second in the SEC and 
fourth in the nation last season in rushing 
defense, allowing only 85.5 yards on the 
ground per game. 
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REBELS RECRUITING 2009 


WR Patrick Patterson 

Patterson was one of the nation’s most coveted 
receivers and he picked Ole Miss on National Signing 
¥ Day. He has good size (6-3, 215), really excels in the 
air and gives the offense a needed “big” receiver. He 
} caught 132 passes in his final two high school sea- 
sons in Macon, Miss. 


7 OT Bobbie Massie 

Massie, who signed out of prep school, will be expect- 
ed to come in from day one and contend for the left 
tackle spot vacated by Michael Oher. At 6-8, 335, he 
has prototypical size. The Rebels beat out Alabama ina 
huge recruiting battle for Massie. 


4 $ Darius Barksdale 

| Barksdale had to attend one year of prep school. He 
was the state of Mississippi's top prospect in 2007 and 
is a star at running back and safety. Barksdale is out- 
standing on defense, and it will be hard to keep him off 
the field this fall. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


He =O Ss Hometown School 


Darius Barksdale §=6RB OOOGSG 60 190 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 13 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Michael Brown o ooo 6-6 312 Lexington, TX Lexington 
Rated as the nation’s No. 67 offensive guard by Rivals.com. 


Ryan Campbell DB OO 6-0 172 Columbus, GA 
Had 69 tackles and nine interceptions as a senior. 


Carver 
ler Campbell kK oo 6-2 212 Little Rock, AR Catholic 
Averaged 39.7 yards per punt as a senior. 


Logan Clair o ooo 6-5 305 Miami, OK Northeastem Oklahoma A&M J.C. 
Chose Ole Miss over North Texas. 


Raymond Cotton Q OOOO 64 216 ForMeade, MD Meade 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Maryland by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No, 11 dual-threat quarterback. 


Frank Crawford BB OOO 6-0 161 = Miami, FL Gulliver Prep 
Rated as the No. 88 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 41 safety. 


Craig Drummond =8DE OOGSG 65 260 Chicago, iL Morgan Park 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 presen in lllinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 strongside defensive end...U.S. Army All-American. ..Enrolled at Ole Miss in January. 


Willie Ferrell BB oOo 6-0 220 Tallahassee, FL FAMU High 
Rated as the No. 75 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
inside linebacker. 


Corey Gaines T OO060 60 274 Tallahassee, FL Godby 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 19 defensive tackle. 


Jesse Grandy AH OO°8 5-11 155 Pine Bluff, AR Dollarway Senior 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com. 


Terrell Grant WR OOO 63 210 Cleveland, MS Cleveland 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com. 


Jamar Homsby DB O©OCO 63 200 Scooba, MS East Mississippi €.C. 
Rated as the nation’s No. 29 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Stephen MH oo 5-10 208 West Chester, OH Lakota West 
Rushed for 887 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Gabriel Hunter RB OOO 5-11 184 ™N Kingsbury 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 41 running back. 


Dele Junaid BOS 6-2 177 Missouri City, TX Hightower 
Recorded 82 tackles and four interceptions as a senior. 


Artice Kellam BB OOO 5-11 178 = Miami, FL Gulliver Prep 
Rated as the nation’s No. 51 safety by Rivals.com. 


Joel Kight IB ooo 5-9 200 Lithonia, GA Martin Luther King 
Rated as the No. 57 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 56 
inside linebacker. 


Demarcus Knight 1B OOO 6-2 Morristown, TN Morristown Hamblen East 


Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 58 inside linebacker. 
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2010 NEEDS Commitments 37 
Ole Miss will graduate five of its top six 


defensive ends, so the position is a high 
priority. The Rebels will also be looking 
to grab a few offensive tackles and at 


least one center. Defensively, they will o 6 o © i) 
lose three corners to graduation as well i) © Or) tr) © 22 


8 

as some linebackers. 
OoOooSo | 
total Stars HS 


National Rank: 18 SEC: 8 


RB Korvic Neat 
Neat is dangerous in space. He was somewhat over- 
looked in Florida because the state was so loaded at 
running back. Neat is a small back with great speed and 
quickness. He should be the Rebels’ next Dexter 
McCluster, who also is a Florida native. 

By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


THE SLEEPER 


Pos Stars Ht =Wt Hometown 


Logan WR OOO 6-3 180 Houston, TX Westlield 
Chose Ole Miss over Oregon, Missouri and Oklahoma State. 


Many Bb ooo 6-3 205 Largo, FL Largo 
Rated as the No. 78 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 34 
inside linebacker. 


Zaccheus Mason §=TE OOO 6-5 250 Nashville, TN Christ Presbyterian Academy 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. 


Bobbie Massie “= ©600068 335 Chatham, VA Hargrave Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 1 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Emmanuel McCray OL OOO 6-5 280 Jackson, MS Forest Hill 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 84 offensive tackle. 


Korvic Neat ooo 5-9 175 Hallandale Beach, FL Hallandale 
Rated as the No. 79 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 17 
all-purpose back. 


Patrick Paterson WR OOOO 63 215 Macon, MS Noxubee County 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 wide receiver...U.S. Army All-American. 


Montez WR OOO 6-3 190 Oxford, MS Lafayette 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 66 wide receiver. 


Andrew Ritter K oo 6-4 205 Jackson, MS Jackson Acatienry 
Rated as the nation’s No. 15 kicker by Rivals.com. 


Charles Sawyer B OOO 6-0 170 Miami, FL Coral Reef 
Recorded 63 tackles and six interceptions as a senior. 


Rodney Scott RB OOOO 59 185 Cross City, FL Dixie County 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 running back. 


DT. Shackelford iB Oooo 6&1 Decatur, AL Austin 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 16 
outside linebacker. 


Tim Simon ooo 6-1 210 Cordova, AL Cordova 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 34 
running back. 


Eric Smiley Tt 0990 6-5 280 West Helena, AR Central 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 85 
defensive tackle. 


Evan Swindall lb ooo 6-3 285 LaFayette, GA La Fayette 
Rated as the nation’s No. 19 offensive center by Rivals.com. 


Mike Thomas DE ooo 6-4 246 Mobile, AL St. Paul's 
Rated as the nation’s No. 47 strongside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


Cameron Whigham DE O©@ 6-3 230 Snellville, GA Shiloh 
Had 85 tackles, 19 tackles for loss and seven sacks as a senior. 


Alex Williams BE oOo 6-4 199 Tallahassee, FL FAMU High 
Rated as the nation’s No. 50 weakside defensive end by Rivals.com. 
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(REBELS SPRING ROSTER (NOTEBOOK 


efore this season, Ole Miss defensive tackle 

Jerrell Powe has been better known for his 
three-year eligibility battle with the NCAA than 
anything he ever did on the field. 

Thanks to some recent weight loss, that might 
be about to change. After playing at 350 pounds 
last season, the junior has shed 20 pounds since 
the Cotton Bowl and figures to be a major part 
of the defensive line this fall. 

“Without a doubt, the weight loss has helped 
him,” said defensive line coach Terry Price. 
“He's moving around better. He’s got to clean up 
some technical things, but for a big man, he’s 
very explosive.” 

At 6-2, Powe would still like to drop 10 to 15 
more pounds before fall practice begins, but the 
progress is already noticeable. 

“Ym a lot quicker, but things could still be bet- 
ter,” Powe said. “I'm kind of getting the rust off.” 

© During the spring game, sophomore running 
back Devin Thomas continued to make his case for 
more carries. He rushed for a team-high 68 yards and 
a touchdown, making it more and more difficult for 
the coaching staff to keep him off the field. 

“Tf he keeps playing like this,” Nutt said, “there's 
a place for Devin Thomas in this offense.” 

Thomas, 5-10, 200 pounds, played sparingly 
last season as a true freshman. He wasn’t at 100 
percent because of a broken ankle he suffered 
during his senior season in high school. 

He still has a metal plate and seven screws in 
the ankle, but said he’s become used to it and is 
back to full strength. 

“It's been a great spring,” Thomas said. “Some 
of those big runs are feeling like high school 
again. I’m getting close.” 

© Ole Miss raised some eyebrows when it 
signed a whopping 37 players on signing day, a 
dozen more than the 25 players allowed by the 
NCAA on scholarship with each incoming class. 

Nutt said several of the signees won't make 
the academic requirements and will be placed at 
junior colleges. Still, there might be a numbers 
crunch come August, though Nutt didn’t appear 
concerned. 

“Take my word for it, it’s going good,” Nutt 
said. 


OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 

© On the talent level: "I think Ole Miss has 
great speed. I think you have to watch them. 
Their quarterback is a very good player and they 
have speed at wide receiver and tailback. The 
defense is good up front. I think the front 


seven is really good. It floored me how many 
defensive linemen Ole Miss has stockpiled." 


No, Name . AR . Ch. Hometown Pos. Ht Wt CL Hometown 


Zane Alcorn 
Ferbia Allen 
LaMark Armour 
Ben Benedetto 
Brandon Bolden 
Lionel Breaux 
Zack Brent 
Johnny Brown 
Lamar Brumfield 
Logan Clair 
William Cole 
Richie Contartesi 
Case Cooper 
Jonathan Cornell 
Derrick Davis 
Enrique Davis 
Hubert Davis 
Craig Drummond 
Cordera Eason 
E.J. Epperson 
Artis Ford 
Daverin Geralds 
Brandon Green 
Marshay Green 
H.R. Greer 

David Hankins 
Greg Hardy 

Don Hargroder 
Andrew Harris 
Gerald Harris 
Melvin Harris 
Andy Hartmann 
A.J. Hawkins 
Lekenwic Haynes DB 
George Helow CB 5-10 
Derrick Herman —-~OB 5-11 
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D. McCluster 
M. Wallace 


© On coach Houston Nutt: "Their top 22 
competes at a high level because of the psyche 
Houston Nutt has put on them. They're tough, » 
hard-nosed guys that compete every Saturday. 
.-. Houston is at his best when he has some- 
thing to prove because he's highly competitive. 
He'll handle expectations. It's not as hard to 
handle expectations when you've got a quarter- 
back." 


Name 


me WL Op. McCluster 
AI C. Eason 
B. Bolden 565 


Individual Stats ' 


;() Tackles: K. Lewis 85, J. Sanford 82, T. Fein 52 
~ Tackles for loss; P. Jerry 18, K. Lockett 11.5, G. Hardy 9.5 
Sacks; G. Hardy 8.5, P. Jerry 7, J. Cornell 3.0 
Interceptions: K. Lewis 4, C. Vaughn 3, M. Green 2 
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New defensive line coach Terry Price, 
who came to the team from Auburn, said 
he likes what he sees. 

“I see a good group that’s got depth,” 
Price said. “We should have some depth 
and be able to keep guys fresh. That's 
what you need to be good up front.” 

Ole Miss should also be very good 


and Allen Walker will start after con- 
tributing heavily last season. Coaches 
are most impressed with Trahan, who 
had 29 tackles in limited time last season 
despite reporting to camp out of shape 
after a season at Northwest Mississippi 
Community College. 

Now that Trahan has had a full season 
to get in shape, coordinator Tyrone Nix 
is expecting an All-SEC caliber season. 
At 6-3, 225 pounds, Trahan’s speed from 
sideline to sideline is his best asset. 

“T like what Trahan’s doing,” Nix said. 
“He's really striking people. I can’t wait to 
see him in a starting role.” 

A pair of redshirt freshmen — Jason 
Jones and Lekenwic Haynes — along with 
senior Lamar Brumfield will be counted 
on to provide depth at linebacker. 

The Rebels return three of four start- 
ers in the secondary. That’s not necessarily 
good news as Ole Miss ranked last in the 
SEC in passing defense last season, giving 
up more than 221 yards per game. 

Safety Kendrick Lewis led the team 
with 85 tackles and four interceptions 
last season. Seniors Cassius Vaughn and 
Marshay Green will start again at cor- 
nerback. 

Vaughn had three interceptions and 
four pass breakups last season while Green 
steadily improved after being moved from 
receiver to defensive back prior to the 
2008 season. Depth remains a concern at 
both cornerback spots. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Rebels have one of the most con- 
sistent kickers in the nation in senior 
Joshua Shene, who was named first-team 
All-SEC last season by the Associated 
Press and is the SEC’s active career field 
goal leader with 42. He made 17 of 21 
field-goal attempts and hit all 52 extra 
points in 2008. 


BEST & 
"BRIGHTEST 


‘MeCluster - 
McCluster is one of the 
most ering players in 


line u up acaccalvers Tuning. 
back or ‘ quarterback ; at any 
given time. ... His roots are 
at receiver, and he tied for’ 
the team lead with 44° 
_ catches last season. ... His’ 
ability t to mun the ball out - 
of the newly. ‘created. “Wild Rebel” formation, 

which features a direct snap to the running — 
back, makes him particularly dangerous. ... He 
led the team with 655 rushing yards and — 
should be even more comfortable in his role 
this season. t 


Trahan has had a strange 
career, starting at Auburn 
before _ transferring to 
Northwest Mississippi 
Community College and- 
then ending up at Ole Miss 
last season. ... He reported 
to camp out of shape in 
2008, but still managed 29 
tackles, including 4.5 for a 
loss. He forced a safety in the Cotton Bowl. ... 
Coaches love his speed from sideline to sideline, _ 
.. Part of a defense that allowed only 85.5 rush- 
ing yards per game last season, which ranked — 
fourth in the nation. ; 


‘OT Bobbie Massie _ 
‘At 6-7, 335. pounds, 
Massie will have the oppor- 
tunity to come in and help 
the Rebels’ thin offensive 
line immediately at left # 
tackle. ... Picked Ole Miss 
over Alabama at the last 
minute, surprising many in 
recruiting circles. .. - Played ; 
last season at Hargrave 
Military Academy in Virginia under coach Robert 
Prunty. ... Rated the No. 1 prep school player in 


again at linebacker, where senior Patrick Senior Justin Sparks will take over the the nation by Rivals.com. — 
Trahan and juniors Jonathan Cornell punting responsibilities after the depar- 
2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND pare 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK F W MEMPHIS 41-24 
Scoring 15.7 108 Scoring 20.1 104 Scoring 32.1 28 L at Wake Forest 28-30 
Rushing 125.3 74 Rushing 131.5 84 Rushing 186.5 28 Ww SAMFORD 34-10 
Passing 136.1 112 Passing 213.8 66 Passing 221.2 53 L VANDERBILT 17-23 
Total 261.4 111 Total 345.2 - 91 Total 407.6 29 W at Florida 31-30 
L SOUTH CAROLINA 24-31 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L at Alabama 20-24 
Scoring 22.9 61 Scoring 28.5 70 Scoring 19.0 20 Ww at Arkansas 23-21 
Rushing 159.4 94 Rushing 199.1 101 Rushing 85.5 4 Ww AUBURN 17-7 
Passing 194.5 46 Passing 224.3 §2 Passing 221.7 81 W  LOUISIANA-MONROE 59-0 
Total 353.9 76 Total 423.4 88 Total 307.2 19 WwW at LSU 31-13 
W_ MISSISSIPPISTATE 45-0 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Cotton Bow! 
=3 - 0.25 76 -10 - 0.83 107 -2 -0.15 72 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] w vs. Texas Tech 47-34 


2009 wiww.linDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports Annuats 15] 


Photo by Brad Schloss/Icon SMI 


Pla 


ED eT 3 " Som, 


Hardy’s Key Move: 
Improving Attitude 


uring Greg Hardy's three-plus years 
D on the Ole Miss campus, the defen- 

sive end’s reputation has grown into 
a two-pronged storyline. 

On one hand, he’s an amazing pass rush- 
er who notched 18.5 sacks over the past 
two seasons despite limited playing time. 
On the other hand, he’s known as a mercu- 
nial prima donna who's clashed with coach- 
es and has a questionable attitude. 

With one season left, Hardy is trying to 
get it right. 

“Hopefully, I can be healthy and play 


yer Profile 


like I’m supposed to,” Hardy said. “We 
should have a great team and I want to be 
a part of it.” 

Hardy sat out of spring workouts while 
rehabbing a stress fracture in his right 
foot. But he’s supposed to be healthy this 
summer and anchor a deep and talented 
defensive line. 

Physical ability has never been a ques- 
tion. The 6-4, 265-pounder actually played 
a season with the Ole Miss basketball team 
and is a freakish athlete. 

But he clashed with former coach Ed 
Orgeron in 2007, getting suspended for 
two games. New coach Houston Nutt 
hasn't had to suspend Hardy, but ac- 
knowledged that his attitude wasn’t al- 
ways acceptable. 

Hardy was almost certainly on his way 
to the NFL after this season before the 
stress fracture in his foot derailed those 
hopes. Nutt said the injury might have 
been a blessing for Hardy, giving him 
a chance to prove to NFL scouts he has 
an improved attitude to complement his 
physical ability. 

Nutt said watching Ole Miss All-Amer- 
icans Michael Oher and Peria Jerry, who 
were each selected in the 2009 NFL Draft, 
helped Hardy understand what he has to 
do to succeed at Ole Miss and the profes- 
sional level. 

“When he was at the (NFL) pro day 
here on campus, he heard the questions 
asked,” Nutt said. “They asked about at- 
titude, work ethic, character — over and 
over and over. That’s the questions they 
want answered. This has been an eye 
opener for Greg.” 

Since that time, Nutt has had no com- 
plaints about Hardy, who appeared to 
transform into a model citizen. Even in 
an injured state, he was at all the spring 
workouts. 

Can it last? Nutt certainly hopes so. 

“He has not missed the 5:30 a.m. prac- 
tices even when he can't participate,” 
Nutt said. “We’ve never seen that be- 
fore. He’s out here coaching some of the 
younger defensive linemen. He's been 
great. Now we need that to carry over 
into August.” 


ture of Rob Park. Like last season, Sparks 
also will handle the kickoffs. He had 10 
touchbacks in 2008. 

Ole Miss will be searching for a quality 
kickoff return man to replace Mike Wal- 
lace, who was the school’s career leader in 
return yards. Likely candidates to replace 
him include Brandon Bolden, Devin 
Thomas and Lionel Breaux. 

Leading punt returner Marshay Green 
is back after returning 35 punts for an av- 
erage of 10.9 yards and one touchdown. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 

Though any SEC schedule features 
its share of tough games, the Rebels ap- 
pear to have a fairly favorable confer- 
ence road. 

Alabama, Arkansas, LSU and Tennes- 
see will come to Vaught-Hemingway Sta- 
dium. The Volunteers’ trip to Oxford is 
sure to be a well-covered event, with Ed 
Orgeron making his return as the UT of- 
fensive line coach. He was fired by Ole 
Miss in 2007 after three seasons as head 
coach. 

Ole Miss has a weak non-conference 
schedule with games against Confer- 
ence USA foes Memphis and UAB, and 
two against Football Championship 
Subdivision teams Northern Arizona 
and Southeastern Louisiana. 

The first real test for Ole Miss will come 
in the SEC opener against Steve Spurrier’s 
South Carolina Gamecocks on Sept. 24 in 
Columbia, S.C. 

— David Brandt 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent ‘08 Record 
Sept. 6 at Memphis (6-7) 
Sept. 19 Southeastern Louisiana (5-7) 
Sept.24 at South Carolina (7-6) 
Oct. 3 at Vanderbilt (7-6) 
Oct. 10 Alabama (12-2) 
Oct. 17 UAB (4-8) 
Oct. 24 Arkansas (5-7) 
Oct. 31 at Auburn (5-7) 
Nov. 7 Northern Arizona (6-5) 
Nov. 14 Tennessee (5-7) 
Nov. 21 LSU (8-5) 
Nov. 28 at Mississippi State (4-8) 


152 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


www.unoyssPoRTs.com 2009 


' 
f° 


ON: PainBuster® 


Redefining Recovery™ 


For more information about 

Urology Centers of Alabama, please 

visit W enters a. 

or call 1-800-452-1464. To learn more about 
the benefits of the ON-Q PainBuster, please 
visit 


Urology rm 


, 
; 
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The Robotic Surgical Team of Urology Centers of Alabama (L to R): Drs. Lee Hammontree, 
Scott Tully, Thomas Holley, Eddie Bugg, Nicole Massie, and Vincent Michael Bivins. 


hanks to advances in medical technology, patients with prostate cancer, 
kidney cancer, bladder cancer, BPH (benign prostatic hyperplasia), or pelvic 
organ prolapse now may choose to have robotic—assisted surgery along with 
the use of the ON-Q® PainBuster® for pain. 

With robotic-assisted surgery, the surgeons at Urology Centers of Alabama make 
several small incisions for inserting a lighted telescope and robotic arms, which hold 
special surgical instruments. From a nearby console, the surgeons precisely control the 
robotic arms using the robot's 3-D vision and 10-fold magnification. 

For the patient, robotic-assisted surgery offers several potential benefits, such as less 
blood loss, less pain, shorter hospital stay, and a faster recovery time. 

In 2002, Urology Centers of Alabama was among the first to adopt this new robotic 
technology. It has since become one of the leading medical practices to offer robotic- 
assisted surgery for prostate cancer, kidney cancer, bladder cancer, BPH, and pelvic 
organ prolapse. 

With 17 urologists and 11 practice locations, Urology Centers of Alabama also 
specializes in other areas of urological care, including kidney stones, treatments for 
erectile dysfunction, Peyronie’s Disease, male and female incontinence, no-scalpel 
vasectomy, and vasectomy reversal. 

Its physicians also lead the way in applying other medical advances in their practice. 
To help control postoperative pain, they offer their patients the use of an external 
non-narcotic pain pump called the ON-Q PainBuster. This device sends an automatic and 
continuous supply of a local anesthetic, similar to Novocain in the dentist’s office, to the 
surgical site area. It reduces the patient's need for narcotics, which can cause unpleasant 
side effects, and requires little to no management or intervention by the patient or 
caregiver. It is completely portable and patient-friendly and can be carried in a pouch or 


attached to a patient’s clothing. 
M1206159 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Les Koenning 


AT A GLANCE 
“Bove, 26SEC (E4 He) 


‘Dan Mullen — At Mississippi State and 
overall: first season 


RE TURNING STARTERS 
11; 6 offense, 5 defense 


PLAYERS TO LWATCH , 
- RB Anthony Dixon, QB Tyson Lee, 
WR Brandon McRae, DT Pernell McPhee, 
LB K.J. Wright, LB Jamar Chaney 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 4 

For all the attention paid to Mullen’s 
‘installation of the spread offense, MSU — 
again figures to be strong defensively. Its 
linebacking corps will be its main strength.. 
State returns a veteran running back who 
is bruising i in his approach and flashy in 
his style. An offense built around him 
could be formidable. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS > 


Once again, a lack of depth on the offen- 
sive line figures to be a major stumbling 
block for the Bulldogs. It also remains to — 
be seen if State has the right quarterback 
to successfully run the spread from the 
get-go. On defense, State's lack of depth in 
‘the secondary could open up big-time 
Buys 


-FS/KR Derek Pegues, OB Wesley Carroll, 
WR Jamayel Smith, SS Keith Fitzhugh 


“Mississippi State’s first season under Mullen 
will be viewed in the prism of his ability to 
install the spread offense he's bringing 
from Florida. If he can be ahead of sched- 
‘ule on that — and if the defense remains 
strong and special teams don’t provide 
gaffes — there's. enough on the roster and 
iB ugh favorability on the schedule to 

C tend for a bowl. Remember, this 4-8 
team in 2008 was oh-so-close on more than 
‘one occasion. 


MISS. STATE 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Carl Torbush 


~ For more coverage of the Bulldogs, visit Ec rivals. com 


STADIUM: Davis-Wade Stadium: 55,082 


New Coach Hopes Florida's Success Spreads to MSU 


Abe Dan Mullen stepped on a 
stage at his introduction to fans 
in Starkville, Miss. on Dec. 11, he heard 
cowbells ringing. 

He just didn’t hear them ringing loudly 
enough. 

So he asked fans to ring louder, and 
louder. Clearly, Mullen, hired the day 
before to replace Sylvester Croom as the 
Mississippi State coach, wasn’t content 
with going about things quietly. 

Since then, and entering his first sea- 
son as a head coach, Mullen hasn't slowed 
down. 

The former Florida offensive coordina- 
tor solidified a solid recruiting class start- 
ed by Croom, hired a staff full of veteran 
coaches and spoke to essentially every 
group of MSU supporters he could find 
in the state of Mississippi. 

He’s a bundle of energy, and he’s rejuve- 
nated a Mississippi State fan base that in 
many ways had grown apathetic toward 
Croom, especially after he followed the 
2007 Liberty Bowl season with a year that 
started with a loss at Louisiana Tech and 
didn’t get much better. An announced 
31,606 showed up at this year’s spring 
game, when only 6,000 had bothered to 
come the year before. 

Enthusiasm? Check. 

Execution? Well, that’s what the fall is 
for. 

Mullen has promised to bring the spread 
offense to Starkville, which was much of 
the reason that a close-knit search team 
led by new athletic director Greg Byrne 
hired him. 

But he inherits a personnel group that 
still seems ill suited to get that done, with 
a 5-11 quarterback, an offensive line with 
question marks and a dearth of wide re- 
ceivers. And there's no Tim Tebow to fall 
back on, either. 

Much to his advantage, though, Mul- 


len has repeated that he'll adapt his spread 
offense to the personnel on hand. While 
its probably too far to suggest that such 
a remark is a dig at Croom, the former 
coach’s perceived unwillingness to modify 
his offense was a major source of criti- 
cism, fair or not. 

Will that personnel include a true 
freshman quarterback, Tyler Russell, who 
signed with State in February after leading 
nearby Meridian High School to a state 
title? Will it feature senior running back 
Anthony Dixon, who rushed for 1,000- 
plus yards in 2007 but saw his carries fall 
last season? Will it ever even get off the 
ground this fall? 

As much as wins and losses will ulti- 
mately define Mullen’s tenure, how well 
he implements his spread offense will be 
just as important at a school with a fan 
base much more accustomed to a smash- 
mouth approach. 


OFFENSE 


Mullen has said he wants a dozen or 
so wide receivers to get regular playing 
time, which must have created some seri- 
ous “woe is me” moments during spring 
camp. 

With injuries dealing a solid blow to a 
group that was already limited in num- 
bers, there were some practices in which 
he only had two receivers. That’s a prob- 
lem, as Mullen needs as many speedy re- 
ceivers as possible to win battles against 
other teams’ safeties and corners to make 
the spread work. 

By August, this problem should be on 
the road to a solution. Brandon McRae, 
the team’s leading receiver last fall with 
51 catches for 518 yards and 3 touch- 
downs, is expected to be fully recovered 
from injury. Sophomore Delmon Robin- 
son, who showed flashes last year, is ex- 
pected to contribute. 
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But the key to Mullen developing a 
core group of receivers who can execute 
his spread lies in his first signing class. 
Seven of the 27 players signed were re- 
ceivers. 

Most likely to see playing time: Chad 
Bumphis, a talented athlete prized for 
his versatility, and Chris Smith, who 
was a receiver last year for a state title 
team in Mississippi. Leon Berry, a ju- 
nior college transfer, already showed 
that he could contribute during the 
spring game. 

That key — capitalizing immediately 
off the recruiting class — won't be limited 
just to State’s receivers. 

Tyler Russell, Mississippi's Mr. Football 
in 2008, is as talented a quarterback to 
come out of the state in a while, accord- 
ing to some recruiting analysts. Given the 
depth situation at quarterback, he'll be 
given every chance to win lots of playing 
time this fall, including the starting job. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB ‘Tyson Lee* Sr.__Incumbent still needs to prove himself. Chris Relf, So. 

RB Anthony Dixon* Sr. ___ Appears to be a centerpiece of the spread. Christian Ducre, Sr. 
FB Sylvester Hemphill Fr. Walk-on is a beast in weight room. Patrick Hanrahan, Jr. 
WR Brandon McRae* Sr.__ Hopes he's recovered from leg injury. Delmon Robinson, So. 
WR Leon Berry Jr. Had eight catches in spring game. O'Neal Wilder, Fr. 

TE Brandon Henderson Jr. Something of a veteran in this group. Kendrick Cook, So. 

LT. _ Derek Sherrod* Jf__ Settling into his natural position. Chris Spencer, Sr. 

LG Craig Jenkins Sr. Another veteran of shuffled positions. Templeton Hardy, Fr. 
C __J.C. Brignone* Jr___ Ayyear wiser in playing center spot. D.J. Looney, So. 


RG Quentin Saulsberry* So. 


RT _ Addison Lawrence So. __ Inexperience at a key position. 
PK Sean Brauchle Jr JC transfer hit 57-yarder in spring practice. 
*Returning Starter 


Thrown into fire last year, should help. 


Tobias Smith, Fr. 
Phillip Freeman, Jr. 
Derek DePasquale, Jr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS _ STARTER YR. COMMENT 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Sean Ferguson* So. __ Started first game as true frosh in ‘08. Nick Bell, Fr. 

DT Kyle Love* Sr. Should be emotional leader of group. Charles Burns, Sr. 

DT _ Pernell McPhee Jr Raised plenty of eyebrows in spring. LaMarcus Williams, Jr. 
DE Brandon Cooper Jr.___ Finally gets chance of his own to start. Trevor Stigers, Fr. 

LB _ KJ. Wright* Jr. At 6-4, 245, he looks the part. Michael Hunt, Fr. 

LB Jamar Chaney* Sr. __ Applied for medical redshirt to return. Bo Walters, So. 

LB Chris White Jr JC transfer quietly won spot in spring. Karlin Brown, Jr. 

CB Marcus Washington* Sr. __ Pressed into service from start of career. Corey Broomfield, Fr. 
CB Damein Anderson So. __ Has a total of six career tackles. Louis Watson, Fr. 
SS Charles Mitchell So. Contributed as true freshman in ‘08. Wade Bonner, So. 

FS Zach Smith Jr Learning under Derek Pegues helped. Emmanuel Gatling, Jr. 
P Heath Hutchens Je. _ JC signee grew up in nearby Saltillo. Eric Richards, So. 


“Returning Starter 


Tyson Lee is the incumbent starter, 
having thrown for 1,519 yards and seven 
touchdowns last season. But at 5-11, his 
lack of height has long been considered 
a drawback. 

Sophomore Chris Relf showed some 
improvement in spring but has a long 
way to go to be considered a quality back- 
up for a Southeastern Conference team. 
State’s depth is exacerbated by the oftsea- 
son departure of Wesley Carroll, whom 
Lee beat out for the job in the middle of 
the season. 

For all the hand-wringing about those 
who will throw and catch, the guy run- 
ning the football isn’t much of a concern. 
Anthony Dixon, who has a 1,000-yard 
season under his belt, dropped 20 pounds 
in the offseason and is primed to be the 
offense’s showcase. Mullen lined him up 
at receiver and behind center at some 
times during spring practice, too. 

The line, which was a trouble spot last 


year, will need to show progress if Mul- 
len’s spread is to show improvement in 
either the ground or the air. 

The good news is State returns most of 
its experience on the offensive line. The 
bad news? Depth remains a concern. 


DEFENSE 


Mullen quickly reached out to Carl 
Torbush in an effort to maintain the level 
of stout defense that Mississippi State 
fans had become accustomed to in recent 
years. 

The veteran defensive coordinator 
and former North Carolina head coach 
quickly installed his defense, which play- 
ers say was a bit more complex than the 
old schemes but was successfully adapted 
to in the spring. 

“When we come back in the fall, we 
will be ready to go and start preparing for 
Jackson State,” senior linebacker Jamar 
Chaney said. 
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BULLDOGS RECRUITING 2009 


a iB] WR Chad Bumphis 

Bumphis is a big-play wide receiver who will have a 
chance to shine from day one in Mississippi State’s 
offense. The Bulldogs need playmakers and he cer- 
tainly adds spice to the offense. Mullen hopes at receiver. This class also must address 


Bumphis can bring some Percy Harvin-type excite- ‘va fi 
sent tohis cherie’ ie on the offensive line and corner 


QB Tyler Russell 

The new staff would love to redshirt Russell, but they 
may not have a choice. He may be their best option 
once he gets on campus this fall. 


rivals.com | 


2010 NEEDS Committments 27 
You can count on the Bulldogs signing at 


least one quarterback and probably two . Oo Oo x) Oo 0 


in this class. They need more playmakers 


00000 | 


National Rank: 25 


WR Billy Hamilton 

Hamilton can play on either side of the ball, but the 
Bulldogs need immediate help at wide receiver. Mullen 
wants playmakers and Hamilton is a playmaker. 


DE Pernell McPhee 

McPhee, a junior college transfer, got a head start with 
a good spring practice in Starkville. He’s a playmaker 
who had 57 tackles, 23.5 tackles for loss and 13.5 
sacks last year at Itawamba Community College in 
Mississippi. He had a nation’s-best 19 sacks as a 
freshman. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


| 
| 
> 
Pos 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Pos Stars Ht = Wt Hometown School 


Johnthan Banks ATH OOO 63 180  Maben, MS East Webster 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No..63 athlete. 


Leon Berry WR OOO 6-1 185 — Scooha, MS 


Wt = Hometown School 


Johnathan McKenzie DE OO 6-5 240 Starkville, MS Starkville 
Had 13 sacks as a senior...All-state performer in football and basketball. 


Pemell McPhee DE OOOO 64 270 Fulton, Ms ttawamba 6.0. 


East Mississippi 6.0. Rated as the nation's No. 3 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Chose Mississippi 


Rated as the nation’s No. 58 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Josh Boyd 1 ©COSO 63 275 Philadelphia, MS Philadelphia 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 defensive tackle...U.S. Army All-American. 


Sean Brauchle kK ooo 5-9 180 —-Perkinston, MS 
Made 14 of 19 field goal attempts, including a long of 55 yards, in 2008. 


Chad Bumphis WR OGOOS 5-11 185 Tupelo, MS 
Rivals250 selection. ..Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 wide receiver. 


Gulf Coast C.0. 


Montrell Conner ATH OOO 6-2 210 Monroe, LA Ouachita 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 34 
athlete. 


Fletcher Cox DE OSCOS 64 240 — YazooCity,MS 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 weakside defensive end. 


Billy Hamilton 
Caught 49 passes for 742 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior. 


WR OO 6-1 165 Taylorsville, MS Taylorsville 


Brandon Heavens ATH OOO 5-10 165 Bessemer, AL Jess Lanier 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
athlete. 


MardrecasHood «6 ATH HOO 6-3 180 Reform, AL Pickens County 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 65 
athlete. 


Heath Hutchins K ooo 6-3 215 Fulton, MS 
Had a 44-yard punting average in two seasons at Itawamba C.C. 


Itawamba C.C. 


Gabriel Jackson ol ooo 64 310 Liberty, MS Amite County 
Rated as the.No. 28 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 85 offensive tackle. 


Maurice Langston =DB OOO 5-11 195 Decatur, MS East Central C.C. 
Began his college career at Arkansas State...Chose Mississippi State over Kentucky. 


Cameron Lawrence ATH OOO 6-2 202  Senatobia, MS Magnolia Heights 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 50 athlete. 


2009 WwWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


State over Florida, Georgia, Kentucky and Michigan. 


LaDarius Perkins RB OOO 5-9 180 Greenville, MS SL Joseph 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 all-purpose back. 


Tyler Russell 8 COOO 64 200 ~~ Meridian, 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 12 pro-style quarterback. 


Ricco Sanders WR OOO 5-11 180 Duncan, SC ltawamba Agricultural 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 51 wide receiver. 


William Shumpert RB OOO 60 238 Fulton, MS Noxubee County 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 fullback. 


Deontae Skinner IB Oooo 6-2 230 Macon, MS Macon 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 weakside defensive end. 


Darius Slay WR OO 6-1 180 Brunswick, GA Brunswick 
Had 1,300 yards on offense; with 15 touchdowns and six interceptions on defense 
in 2008. 


Chris Smith WR ©OGO 61 191 Meridian, MS Meridian 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Mississippi...Rated as the nation's 
No. 31 wide receiver. 


Dennis Thames ATH OOOO 5-11 183 Louisville, MS Loutsville 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's 
No. 20 athlete. 


Sam Watts ol ooo 65 300 Conyers, GA Salem 
Rated as the No. 50 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 12 
center. 


Chris White Bb Oooo 64 Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast C.C. 


Rated as the nation’s No. 64 junior college prospect by Rivals.com. 


Nickoe Whitley AH OOO 6-1 190 Jackson, MS Provine 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Mississippi by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 74 athlete. 
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BULLDOGS SPRING ROSTER _ NOTEBOOK 


t debuted late last season, but the $6.1 mil- 


lion, 5,000-plus square foot HD video board at 
Deapiein|Anidorsono! OB 1 /6-11is 185 «86. Hazlehurst 795)" Janie Jones LESSON ZF o0ee 1 SI Scott Field will be even more imposing in 2009. 


83 Charles Bailey WR 6-1 180 Fr.  StAugustine,Fl © 7 Todd Kilpatrick 0B 6-2 205 Fr. Monroeville, AL It has a new facade, the-speaker systems fully 
36 Nick Bell DL 6-3 250 Fr Bessemer,AL 1 Maurice Langston ATH 51-0 180 Jt. Meridian snstallediand-alsthe hugs Sectied Bohate been 
27 William Berg K 59 190 Fr. Winfield, AL 7 Sam Latham OL G1 275 Fr. Cordova, TN 


8 B wv 190 J 62 AddisonLawrence OL 6-4 205 So. 7 rene 

ice } . : : 
po Bscsanlt | es E — - The video board is the second largest in col- 
7 Wade Bonner 5-9 200 So. Cameron Lawrence ATH 6-2 210 Fr. 


J F sete nta aes Teak! 
28 Ty Bowser ioe 4 - 08 510 200 Sr lege football, trailing the gigantic one at Texas 


adium. 
A —— : —— ii e If not for his hiring of Scott Sallach to coach 
70 JC.Brignone OL 300 J. Pass Christian ni 300 So. Birmingham, AL See uOng 


25 Corey Broomfield DB 5-10 165 Fr.  PalmBay,Fl_ 95 Kyle Love DL 61 310 Sr Fairburn, GA eae ends, 36-year-old ve nee oa have 
Se ee aa ti haan Ga een the youngest coach on his own staff. 
7 — = = T= Lal It's hard to say that Mullen didn’t value expe- 


51 Renaldo Buck OL ; 96 Shane McCardell Beaumont, TX t . 3 = 5 : i 
Michael Bufkin OL 2 i 72. John McMillan 61 285 oa Paragould, AR rience in his hires. His offensive and defensive 


Marvin Bure DB 9 1 90 Pernell McPhee Pahokee, FL coordinators are two veteran assistants, and the 


Charles Burns DL " 6 Brandon McRae j Chester, VA defensive coordinator, Carl Torbush, has twice 


Chris Cameron DB 5-10 180 Fr. PalmBeach Gardens,Fl © 74 ‘MarkMelichar = OL 90 Jr. Birmingham, AL been a head coach. 


22 Jamar Chaney LB 6-1 245 St. _—‘FortPlerce,FL_ © 73_‘Dakota Merritt ~ So. Cantonment, FL His passing game coordinator and wide receiv- 
9 Arceto Clark ATH 5-10 180 So. Verona 4 CharlesMitchell DB 5-11 205 So. Clarksdale ers coach, Mark Hudspeth, was such a success- 
88 Kendrick Cook TE 6-1 250 So. Attalla,AL 69. Reggie Odom DL 6-0 295 Sr. ful head coach at Division II North Alabama that 


93 Brandon Cooper DL 6-1 255 Jr. _MissouriCity,TK 31 ToJoPatterson ATH 5-11. 190 Fr. Cor State actually interviewed him for the head 
19 Terrance Davis ATH 5-11 185 Fr. Conyers,GA 53 Mike Perry 1B 5-10 190 Fr. Gainesville, FL coaching job that eventually went to Mullen. A 
35 Derek DePasquale K 5-8 180 Jt. TheWoodlands,TX © 91 RodneyPrince DL 6-0 265 So. Irondale, AL few days after Mullen was hired, he lured 


24 Anthony Dixon AB 6-1 235 Sr. 14 Chris Relf QB 6-3 235 So. Montgomery, AL Hudpseth away. It wasn’t a hard sell to Hudspeth, 


29 Christian Ducré RB 6-0 220 Sr. 41 EricRichards K/P 6-4 220 So. who grew up in nearby Louisville, Miss. 


89 Blake Edwards WR 5-10 170 So. 5 Delmon Robinson WR 5-9 180 So. “Tt’s one thing to coach in the SEC,” Hudspeth 
80 Andrew Ellard WR 5-10 175 Sr. Natchez 55 Quentin Saulsberry OL 6-2 300 So. said, “and it’s another thing to coach in the SEC 


2 RobertElliott | RB 6-0 195 So, Okolona 17_ Riley Saunders 0B 60 180 Fr. at a place you love.” 
46 Aaron Feld SN 6-1 225 Jr. "Homewood, AL 40 Andrew Shannon DB 6-0 205 Fr. Trussville, AL © Mississippi State sure could use Anthony 


Hometown No. Name ‘ ‘ . Ch Hometown 


99 Sean Ferguson DL 6-3 245 So. _Miami,FL_ 79 ‘Derek Sherrod = OL. «G6 310 J. Columbus Johnson's experience in its secondary, but that 
76 Phillip Freeman OL 66 300 Jr. Wesson 67 Tobias Smith O 63 310 F. Columbus doesn’t appear to be happening. The school said 
27° Stuart Gaddy DB 5-9 185 So. Fayetteville, AR 42 Zach Smith DB 5-11 200 Jr in April that Johnson was looking to transfer. 


48 Emmanuel Gatling DB 6-0 “210 Jt McAllen, TX 86 Major Sosebee WR 6-1 185, Jr. : i Johnson, who recorded State’s most memora- 
78 Douglas Gholston OL 6-1 280 Fr Baldwyn 63 Chris Spencer OL 63 310_S&. = ble play in 2007 — a 100-yard plus interception 


23 Joseph Gonzalez LB 6-1 210 J Elizabeth, NJ 30 Arnil Stallworth = RB 5-3. 205 Sr. Daphne, AL return against Alabama — was academically 


32 Marcus Green TE 6-1 235 So. See i alee See ee b Sotienl ineligible in 2008 after his involvement in a 


57 “Tyler Gregory LB 5-10 210 Fr. Terry 39 Baker Swedenberg K a 6-0 175s Fr. Columbus March 27, 2008 on-campus gun incident 


43. Robert Gurl DB 5-8 190 So. Dothan, AL Allen Tol FB 5-11 225 Fr. Duluth, d 5 
= sk doin Pi tack Se a a meme Fh Fae Sn = ~ Sometime late in 2008, he became suspended. 
‘a! inrat ue it. e, 0 Wal 5 e, . . * 
rita ae Fee Toe al ae a ie Maca Wein D850 1 SS And while Mullen said he offered him a course of 
rain it. iS! arcus ington Tr. iSSou' A * . 
——— - + action to be reinstated, Johnson looked elsewhere. 


68 Templeton Hardy OL 6-3 300 Fr. Como —-20_Louis Watson DB 5-10 180 Fr. Mobile, AL ite apt 
ae — Instead, State will in all likelihood turn to 


23 Sylvester Hemphill FB O59 230 Fr. ~ Olive Branch 71 Sam Watts OL 6-4 200 Fr. Conyers, GA pe 
= a - - ; sophomore Damein Anderson at cornerback, 


85 Brandon Henderson: TE 62 255 Jr. Fayetteville, GA 87 Thomas Webb 3 TE 6-5 255 Jt. helpi de h ld h 
45 MichaelHunt 1B 6-3 240 Ft Meadville 50 Chris White 1B. 63 245 Jr Vancleave Sung UTS 4 (POST OU GrOUp sLNak COWS ave 


82. Nelson Hurst TE 6-2 250 So.  Plainfield,IN 84 AustinWilbanks TE 62 245 Sr Forest been viewed as a strength into one that has 


38 Heath Hutchens P 6-1 215 J. | Saltillo 81 O'Neal Wilder WR 65 210 F. Carthage questions. 


65 Joshua Jackson DL 6-2 300 So, Canton 47 Jarvis Williams DB 5-9 185 Sr. 


75 Craig Jenkins OL 65 315 Sr. ‘Pearl 98 LaMarcus Williams DL 6-0 270 wt. Bastrop, LA | | 


49 Terrell Johnson LB 6-2 205 So. Cullomburg,AL 56 Brandon Wilson LB . ‘Tuscaloosa, AL. OPPOSING COACHES VIEW 


60 Devin Jones DL 60 260 Fr. Olive Branch 34 Ku. Wright ‘ Olive Branch j 


* On the notion that Mississippi State is the 
hardest job in the SEC: "Yeah, because their © 
expectations are the same in a lot of ways as 
| Alabama, Auburn and LSU. Vanderbilt is a hard 
| job, but they have a different expectation because 
| the powers know the limitations, and what creates 
those limitations, and they're not changing. 
| Mississippi State is a harder job than Vanderbilt." 


PASSING 


| © On MSU's defense: "Defensively, they've got 
very talented players, they fly around, they're 
tough, they're hard nosed, they don't have any- 
body out there where you'd say that guy doesn't 
belong playing in the SEC." 
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J.C. Brignone 


In Chaney, State has a smart and hard- 
hitting middle linebacker who is essen- 
tially a gift for 2009. He was a senior 
last year, but a broken ankle in the first 
game of the season ensured his return via 
medical redshirt. Chaney was considered 
a team leader during State’s 2007 Liberty 
Bowl run, finishing first in tackles. 


At the strong side position, junior K.J. 
Wright is a budding star. Torbush is hop- 
ing Wright becomes a more vocal leader. 
“Tm not sure he realizes how good he can 
be,” Torbush said. Coaches are also bull- 
ish on junior college transfer Chris White 
at the other outside position. 

The linebacking corps should lead the 
defense, but there are glimmers of promise 
in other locations, too. Though the front 
remains a question mark on the ends, the 
interior is shaping up quite nicely. 

Kyle Love, a senior, returns with two 
seasons of regular playing time under his 
belt. Pernell McPhee, perhaps the biggest 
defensive recruit that Mullen convinced 
to stay in the fold, was arguably the most 
buzz-creating player in spring practice. 
He lived up to his recruiting hype, as big- 
name programs like Georgia and Michi- 
gan were mentioned late. 

Torbush and line coach David Turner 
will hope to find answers at both ends, a 
spot that was an obvious hole for State last 
fall. Sean Ferguson, who started as a true 
freshman last year, beefed up and made 
some noise in the spring. 

In the secondary, State feels confident 
in a safety group that includes Charles 
Mitchell and Zach Smith, even though 
both players will become first-time start- 
ers. 

The bigger questions lie in the depth 
and quality at corner, although Marcus 
Washington provides some veteran expe- 
rience in that group. State will miss the 
services of Anthony Johnson, who hasn't 
played since 2007. For a time, he was 
expected to rejoin the team for the 2009 
season. Instead, the school announced in 
April that Johnson is off the team. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


After the graduation of kicker Adam 
Carlson and punter Blake McAdams, 
State seemed ready to turn over its kicking 
roles to redshirt freshman Eric Richards, 


BESTS 
| “BRIGHTEST 
“MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Anthony Dixon 
For everything the former 
coaching staff attempted 
to do in installing the West 
Coast offense, it seemed to 
still have the most success % 
when it just gave the ball 
to Dixon and let him ham- 
mer it up the middle. ... 
His per-carry average 
increased, from 3.7 in 2007 
to 4.4 in 2008, although his output decreased 
from 1,066 yards in 2007 to 869. ... He origi- 
nally solidified his starting role by rushing for 
335 yards in the final three games of 2006. | 


EMERGING STAR 


LB KJ. Wright 

The quiet strongside line- 
backer, a junior, earned the 
starting job with ease prior 
to last season and contin- 
ued to impress. ... Veteran | 
linebackers coach Carl 
Torbush thinks Wright } 
needs to get more vocal, 
but that he can be an 
impressive player. ... At 
6-4, 245 pounds, he looks the part. ... Finished 
second on the team in tackles last season with 
72, including a team-high nine tackles for loss. 


TOP NELUCOMER 

QB Tyler Russell 

As a senior at Meridian 
High School in Mississippi, 
Russell earned almost every 
accolade in the book. But 
his most impressive feat to 
everyday Mississippians? 
His Meridian team won the 
Class 5A title, ending South 
Panola’s 89-game winning 
streak. ... He threw for 
3,284 yards on 206 of 314 passing. ... His senior 
year touchdown-to-interception ratio; 40-to-5. 
... Will be given every chance to earn playing 
time as a true freshman. ... Rated a four-star 
recruit by Rivals.com. 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND one 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK L at UnutGana Tech 44-22 
Scoring 18.4 97 Scoring 21.5 96 Scoring 15.3 115 W. SOUTHEASTERN LOUISIANA 34-10 
Rushing 95.2 104 Rushing 137.2 76 Rushing 100.6 105 
Passing 191.7 69 Passing 159.9 113 | Passing 174.3 94 L AUBURN 23 
Total 286.8 103 Total 297.2 113 Total 274.9 113 L at Georgia Tech 7-38 
t at LSU 24-34 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK W VANDERBILT 17-14 
Scoring 25.8 83 Scoring 23.2 35 Scoring 24.7 60 L at Tennessee 3-34 
Rushing 115.4 36 Rushing 156.8 58 Rushing 150.9 73 i 
Passing 205.9 67 Passing 174.9 7 Passing 176.6 17 7 eee a 
Total 321.3 4 Total 331.8 21 Total 327.5 35 
L at Alabama 7-32 
TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK W ARKANSAS 31-28 
-5 - 0.42 87 0 0.0 55 -4 - 0,33 81 % 0 10 20°30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] | at Ole Miss 0-45 
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Player Profile 


Spread Offense Has 
Dixon Talking Big 


n Anthony Dixon's world, it’s always 
[= talking. 

About him talking, about him smil- 
ing, about him saying sometimes outland- 
ish things. 

About — and here’s his favorite — him 
telling people, especially other players, 
just how good he is. 

So imagine his spot in Sylvester Croom’s 
offenses of previous years. Sure, Dixon had 
his talking points, so to speak, but prac- 
tice, where he did his best talking, was 
dominated by defense. 
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“Tt was different being out there this 
year,” Dixon said. “Last year, the defense 
dominated us a whole lot. This spring, we 
had a lot of practices where the offense 
was out there talking noise. We had room 
to speak.” 

With that, he smiles. That’s Dixon's de- 
fault expression, after all. 

Under new coach Dan Mullen’s spread 
offense, Dixon has something to talk 
about again. The Bulldogs showed im- 
provement during the middle part of 
spring practice, giving State fans hope 
that the offense will take hold early. 
Much of that hope is rooted in Dixon, 
easily the most valuable returning 
player on either side of the ball for this 
team. 

After a 1,066-yard sophomore year in 
2007, there was plenty of buzz surround- 
ing what could happen in Dixon’s junior 
year. But it never got off the ground. He 
finished with 869 yards and 7 touchdowns, 
a pedestrian average of 4.4 yards per carry 
and just 72.4 per game. 

By no coincidence, State’s offense strug- 
gled. 

Dixon’s carries also decreased. While 
some of that could be credited to State 
having to pass more late in games in 
an effort to play catch-up, it was clear 
that the smash-mouth, Dixon-up-the- 
middle formula that State used so well 
in 2007 was absent more often than not 
in 2008. 

And just from the connotation sur- 
rounding the “spread offense,” one might 
think that Dixon, who practiced dur- 
ing the spring at 235 pounds, wouldn't 
necessarily fit. Not true, Mullen said, 
pointing to a pair of bruising tailbacks 
he had on his and Urban Meyer's 2004 
Utah team. 

In spring practice, Dixon lined up at 
wide receiver and took direct snaps, too. 

“We're going to be a big running team,” 
Mullen said. “I think the misconception 
sometimes is that the spread, you throw. 
We're going to be very balanced with what 
we do.” 

A big running team? That will give Dixon 
something to talk about. 


who once was a highly touted kicking re- 
cruit. But Richards stayed injured through 
much of 2008 and was suspended by the 
end of the season. 

So State signed a junior college punter 
and kicker, and the early returns were 
outstanding. Placekicker Sean Brauchle 
turned heads with a 57-yard field goal in 
a spring scrimmage, and seems a lock to 
handle this job. 

State will need to find a new punt 
and kick returner with the graduation 
of Derek Pegues, who was reliable if not 
explosive. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


For Mullen, the ‘09 schedule presents 
an easy-to-be-motivated opportunity: 
Florida visits on Oct. 24. But will his 
team be in the thick of bowl contention 
by then? 

State’s first two SEC games are on the 
road at Auburn and Vanderbilt. LSU and 
Georgia Tech visit Starkville in a tough 
back-to-back tests in games four and five. 

The final four games are their tradition- 
al stretch of doozies: at Kentucky and Ar- 
kansas and at home against Alabama and 
Ole Miss. Throw in LSU, and State gets 
its perennial top three rivals in Starkville 
this season. 

Considering just how strong each 
of those teams are predicted to be, the 
Bulldogs will need every advantage they 
can get. 


— Kyle Veazy 
SCHEDULE 
Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept. 5 JACKSON STATE (7-5) 
Sept. 12 at Auburn (5-7) 
Sept. 19 at Vanderbilt (7-6) 
Sept. 26 LSU (8-5) 
Oct. 3 GEORGIA TECH (9-4) 
Oct. 10 HOUSTON (8-5) 
Oct.17 at Middle Tennessee (5-7) 
Oct. 24 FLORIDA (13-1) 
Oct. 31 at Kentucky (7-6) 
Nov. 14 ALABAMA (12-2) 
Nov. 21 vs. Arkansas (Little Rock) (5-7) 
Nov. 28 OLE MISS (9-4) 
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Pick the sure winner when looking for delicious food for game day. 
is the odds-on favorite that always comes out on top. 
With locations throughout the Southeast, 
offers a warm smile and a great meal, even on your rival’s uch “ 
Check out our catering menu online, or call ahead for game day orders to go. 
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Find a Sweet Peppers Deli in these locations: 


www.sweetpeppersdeli.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Spurrier 


AT A GLANCE 


| 7-6 overall, 4-4 SEC (T-3rd, East) — 


Steve Spurrier — At South Carolina: 28-22, 
4 years; overall: 170-62-2, 19 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


| 12; 5 offense, 6 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH & 


QB Stephen Garcia, RB Jarvis Giles, 
‘LT Jarriel King, DE Cliff Matthews, 
LB/DE Eric Norwood, CB/QB Stephon 
Gilmore, CB Akeem Auguste 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Defensive boss Ellis Johnson lost a good 
deal of talent to the NEL, but his 4-2-5 
scheme proved to be a success last season. 
South Carolina doesn’t have a lot of sec- 
ondary aepth, but the young starters have 
sky’s-the-limit potential. Starting with QB 
“Stephen Garcia, there is talent at the skill 
positions. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 7 
The offensive skill is far from proven. The 
Gamecocks need several freshmen, including 
RB Jarvis Giles and CB Stephon Gilmore, to 
make immediate contributions, which is 
always a lot to ask. Per usual under Spurrier, 
the offensive line is a concern. South _ 
Carolina quarterbacks take the blame, but — 
they haven't had much time to throw. 


WR Kenny McKinley, TE Jared Cook, 
QB Chris Smelley, LB Jasper Brinkley, 
SS Emanuel Cook, CB Captain Munnerlyn 


After another deflating finish to the sea- 
son, Spurrier brought in a lot of fresh 
blood to the coaching staff. The head 
coach needed to do something to spark a 
team that hasn't hit it big in his previous 
four seasons. The Gamecocks could certain- 
ly use an eight-win season to boost morale, 
but with Alabama rotating on, the sched- 
ule could again prevent South Carolina 
from truly competing in the East. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Asst. Head Coach/Defense: Ellis Johnson 


For more coverage of the Gamecocks, visit southcarolina.rivals. com 


STADIUM: Williams-Brice Stadium: 80,250 


Ol’ Ball Coach Won't Go Down Without a Fight 


Ss Spurrier is entering his fifth season 
at South Carolina, which is still locked 
in the relative obscurity that has shrouded 
the program for more than 100 years. 

Not even Darth Visor himself has made 
much of a lasting dent. Not yet, anyway. 

Spurrier, at age 64, insists he isn’t done. 
He says he’s stubborn enough to make 
good on the words — “Why not us?” — 
he uttered at his introductory news con- 
ference in November 2004. 

Still, you can’t ignore that the Game- 
cocks are a modest 28-22 in Spurrier’s 
four seasons, with just one bowl victory 
and one eight-win season. 

And they've really struggled to win late 
in the season. 

South Carolina started 6-1 two years 
ago before dropping its final five to fin- 
ish out of a bowl game. Last season, the 
Gamecocks raced out to a 7-3 start before 
failing to win again, They were embar- 
rassed at Florida, Clemson and in the 
Outback Bowl against Iowa, losing by a 
combined 118-30. 

Like the last offseason, when defensive 
coordinator Ellis Johnson was brought 
in, Spurrier shook up his coaching staff. 
Five new assistants — plus strength 
coach Craig Fitzgerald — will patrol the 
sidelines. 

They are quarterbacks coach G.A. 
Mangus, running backs coach Jay Gra- 
ham, offensive line coach Eric Wolford, 
tight ends coach Jeep Hunter and corner- 
backs coach Lorenzo Ward, 

“We should have a better-coached team 
than we once did,” said Spurrier, who, in 
the winter, called this the best coaching 
staff he’s ever assembled. “Time will tell 
when we play NC State (in the season 
opener).” 

Beyond the coaches, the Gamecocks 
added the second-best recruiting class in 
Spurrier’s tenure. Ranked just outside the 
top 10 by the national services, the class is 
expected to produce immediately. 


Running back Jarvis Giles, corner Ste- 
phon Gilmore and safety DeVonte Hollo- 
man — all early enrollees — are certainly 
beneath that umbrella. 

But how much of the load will the first- 
year players have to bear? And how much 
is too much? 

With another six- or seven-win season, 
Spurrier’s future could get rather cloudy. 
The retirement talk could again surface, 
this time more prevalently. The OI’ Ball 
Coach didn’t come to South Carolina to 
play .500 ball. 


OFFENSE 


The Gamecocks are breaking in a 
whole new set of skill players. Based on 
past performance, that could be a good 
thing. But there are so many unknowns 
at each position. 

The conversation typically begins with 
quarterback Stephen Garcia, but the 
team’s running game might be the of- 
fense’s ignition. 

“Last year, we couldn't run the ball 
for anything,” Garcia said of the Game- 
cocks, who finished last in the SEC and 
112th in the country at 94.1 rushing 
yards a game. 

What lends itself to an improvement? 

For starters, new line coach Eric Wol- 
ford is also the run game coordinator. He's 
preaching a new toughness and physical- 
ity to an offensive line that returns three 
starters, including big left tackle Jarriel 
King, and several other players that saw 
significant time a year ago. 

Youth figures to spur the running back 
position. 

Freshman Jarvis Giles showed moves in 
the spring that the Gamecocks might not 
have seen before. He is nearly impossible 
to tackle in the open field and tough to 
catch on the run. 

He'll see carries in a committee with 
junior Brian Maddox, who rushed only 
32 times as a sophomore. He's been given 
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new life under new running backs coach 
Jay Graham. 

Sophomore Eric Baker and freshman 
Kenny Miles have both shown flashes of 
being ready to play parts in the running 
game. 

Then there’s Garcia. He'll factor, too, 
into the rushing offense. 

“That's why he’s got a chance to be 
pretty good, I think,” said G.A. Mangus, 
the new quarterbacks coach, 

Of course, Garcia will be asked to throw, 
too. After all, this is a Spurrier offense. 

But to whom will he throw? 

Kenny McKinley turned himself into, 
quite possibly, the best receiver in the 
school’s history. But he’s gone, leaving a 
big hole at the position. 

Jason Barnes and Joe Hills both have 
the size to be difference-makers. But 
they've yet to make impacts, at least con- 
sistently. Losing tight end Jared Cook to 
the NFL hurts, but Weslye Saunders can 
ably take over. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Stephen Garcia So. Got the talent. Can he stay out of trouble? Reid McCollum, Fr. 
RB Brian Maddox Jr. ____ Unsung back being chased by youngsters. Jarvis Giles, Fr. 

FB Pat DiMarco* Jr. Dependable, versatile back will get more carries. Dalton Wilson, Fr. 
WR Moe Brown Sr. Off-field leader needs to become one on it. Dion LeCorn, Jr. 

WR Jason Barnes* So. _ Big target in the Sidney Rice mold. Joe Hills, Jr. 

TE __ Weslye Saunders Jr. Big target trying to fill Jared Cook's big shoes. Byron McKnight, So. 
LT __Jarriel King* Jr. With solid season, could make a lot of cash. Quintin Richardson, So. 
LG Lem Jeanpierre Sr. Coming back from two offseason knee surgeries. Kevin Young, Jr. 

C Garrett Anderson* Sr. The line’s anchor and leader. Seaver Brown, Jr. 
RG Terrence Camphell* Jr. Tough, buta little undersized. TJ. Johnson, Fr. 

RT __ Hutch Eckerson Jr. Unproven, but has the size and talent. Kyle Nunn, So, 

PK Spencer Lanning Ur. Still has work to do to claim role in fall. Adam Yates, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE — Clifton Geathers Jr. __ Filling out 6-8 frame, starting to live up to rep. Devin Taylor, Fr. 

DT Ladi Ajiboye* Jr. Drug charge cost him spring practice. Kenny Davis, Fr. 

DT _Nate Pepper“ Sr. __ Fifth-year player is defense’s oldest leader. Travian Robertson, Jr. 
DE Cliff Matthews* Jr. Could break out for All-SEC season. Chaz Sutton, Fr. 

LB _ Eric Norwood* Sr. __ Decision to return is huge for Gamecocks. Shag Wilson, So. 

LB Rodney Paulk Jr. Back from injury to replace Jasper Brinkley. Josh Dickerson, Jr. 
LB Darian Stewart* Sr__Linebacker-safety hybrid suits him. DeVonte Holloman, Fr. 
CB _ Stephon Gilmore Fr, __Early enrollee picking things up very quickly, Addison Williams, Jr. 
CB _Akeem Auguste So. __Aname to remember; he's a natural. C.C. Whitlock, So. 

SS DeVonte Holloman Fr. __ Big, fast, physical; he should play early. Antonio Allen, So. 

FS Chris Culliver* J___ Coming into his own after move from receiver. Jarrett Burns, Fr. 

P Spencer Lanning* Jr. Hit 13 punts inside the 20 last season. Eric Davis, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Again, the running game will dictate 
South Carolina's offensive success. 

As part of that, the Gamecocks must 
cut down on the 39 sacks they allowed a 
year ago. Wolford has said he won't name 
starters until just before the September 3 
opener in Raleigh. 

“Each guy has shown glimpses of look- 
ing good and then doesn't do as well later 
on,” Wolford said. “We've got to play the 
five best guys, but I’m not set on five right 
now. It’s a constant battle.” 

The same could be said to describe 
Spurrier’s offense since arriving at South 
Carolina. 

After reaching a high-water mark of 
20th in the country in 2006, the Game- 
cocks slid to 77th and then 97th in total 
offense the past two years. 


DEFENSE 


There’s more talent on this side of the 
ball, but significantly less depth. 
“J just hope that doesn’t mean our in- 


tensity drops,” said second-year defensive 
coordinator Ellis Johnson. 

That puts a premium on health, and 
that’s not exactly something coaches and 
players can control. 

In the meantime, the Gamecocks are 
building, logically, around All-SEC de- 
fender Eric Norwood. 

Don’ call him a linebacker, because 
he'll play quite a bit at end, too. The se- 
nior, who told the NFL to wait another 
year, might be the conference's most ver- 
satile defensive player. 

Norwood has 22 career sacks, four off 
the school record. 

Along with Jasper Brinkley and Marvin 
Sapp, the Gamecocks stood to lose three 
of their top five tacklers with Norwood’s 
initial decision to leave. But Norwood 
changed his mind, something that didn’t 
exactly disappoint South Carolina. 

“Tt allows us to keep doing what we 
do,” Johnson said. “We're younger and 
not as versatile as we were last year, but it 
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CB Stephon Gilmore 2010 NEEDS 


How good is Gilmore? He enrolled early and won the ; 
starting job at cornerback. He is a big-time athlete lb ihe ro 
who also could excel on the other side of the ball. enough offensive linemen. Look for 


South Carolina to really hit the offensive 
line hard in the 2010 class, with as many 
as six signees. Cornerback and quarter- 
back are other need areas. 


Committments 29 


RB Jarvis Giles 

Giles also enrolled early, and has given coach Steve 
| Spurrier a glimpse of his explosiveness. Giles should 
} provide a nice spark for South Carolina. 


Total Stars 97 


National Rank: 12 


$ D.J. Swearinger 

Swearinger is a head-hunting safety prospect with good 
speed. He supports the run well and also excels on 

“= -.) special teams. Swearinger always seems to be around 
S| the football. 


$ DeVonte Holloman 
Holloman was one of six signees who enrolled early. 
He'll make an impact on special teams and was a sec- 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Pos Stars Ht Wt Hometown School 
Corey Addison Ln) 6-0 185 Jacksonville, FL 


Ht Wt Hometown School 
DeVonte Holloman 1B OOOO 6-2 214 Rock Hill, SC South Pointe 


Andrew Jackson 
feted as the No. 68 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 21 
Safety. 


to ooo 6-4 285 Asheville, NC TC Roberson 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 46 offensive guard. 


Ben Axon RB OOOO 6-1 196 Bradenton, FL Manatee 
Rated as the No. 54 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 31 
running back. 


DeMario Bennett =WR OO 6-3 185 Douglas, GA Coffee 
Had 44 catches for close to 600 yards and seven touchdowns in 2008...Chose.South 
Carolina over Arkansas. 


Ronald Byrd DE oooo0 6-6 258 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 15 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Duane Chisolm DE O©OOOG — 63 250 Beaufort, SC Beaufort 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 strongside defensive end. 


Andrew Clifford B ooo 6-3 215 Tampa, FL Wharton 
Passed for 2,263 yards and 20 touchdowns as a senior. 


Matt Coffee AH ©6606 = 5-11 214 Ft Walton Beach, FL FL Walton Beach 
pated as the No. 57 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 19 
athlete. 


Justice Cunningham TE O@ 6-2 241 Pageland, SC Central 
Chose South Carolina over NC State and Michigan State. 


Dickerson Bb Oooo 6-2 220 Milledgeville,GA Georgia Military College 
Rated as the nation’s No. 41 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Enrolled at South 
Carolina in January. 


Aldrick Fordham DE ooo 6-3 237 St Stephen, SC Timberland 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 47 weakside defensive end. 


Jarvis Giles RBOOOOO — 511 175 Tampa,Fl Gaither 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 22 plospett in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 all-purpose back...Enrolled at South Carolina in January. 


Stephon Gilmore ATH OOOO 6-1 180 Rock Hill, SC South Pointe 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in South Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 6 athlete...Enrolled at South Carolina in January. 


Chaun Gresham 1B Ooo 6-3 205 Winder, GA Apalachee 
Rated as the No. 64 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 55 
outside linebacker. 
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Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in South Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 10 outside linebacker...Enrolled at South Carolina in January. 


Charles Holmes WR OO 6-4 197 Rock Hill, SC 
Caught 47 passes for 890 yards and six touchdowns as a senior. 


Alshon Jeffery WR OGOO 6-3 214 St Matthews, SC Calhoun County 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in South Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 13 wide receiver. 


Damario Jefley AHH OOOO 6-3 215 Columbia, $C Columbia 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in South Carolina...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 7 athlete. 


Jimmy Legree tH OOO 6-0 172 Beaufort, SC Beaufort 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com. 


Leon Mackey DB 9OOoO00 6-6 260 Chatham,VA Hargrave Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 9 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Chris Payne DB ooo 5-10 190 Columbia, SC Columbia 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 safety. 


WR OGOO _— 62 208 


Lamar Jacksonville, FL Fletcher 
Rated as the No. 59 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 46 
wide receiver. 


Steven Singleton OL OOO 


6-3 300 Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military College 
Signed with LSU out of high school. 


DeAngelo Smith WR OOO 6-0 174 Kingsland, GA Camden County 
Chose South Carolina over East Carolina and Indiana. 

Quin Smith BB ooo 6-0 206 Lenoir, NC Hibriten 
Rated as the No. 28 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 88 outside linebacker. 


Straughter Bb oooSo 6-1 215 Milledgeville,GA Georgia College 
Rated as the nation’s No. 11 junior college prospect by Rivals.com...Enrolled at South 
Carolina in January. 


Chaz Sutton DE oOo0°0 6-4 240 Fork Union, VA Fork Union Milltary Academy 
Rated as the No. 10 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com...Enrolled at South 
Carolina in January. 


DJ. Swearinger BB OOO 5-10 191 Se Greenwood 
St fe No. 14 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
(0. 20 safety. 


Kevious Watkins OL OO 


6-4 340 Milledgeville, GA Georgia Military College 
Chose South Carolina over UAB. 
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Individual Stats 


GAMECOCKS SPRING ROSTER | 


No. Name Pos. 


91 Ladi Ajiboye oT 


Ht Wt Cl. Hometown 


6-1 285 Jr. Riverdale, GA 


No. Name Pos, Ht Wt. 


55 TJ. Johnson OL 6-4 297 


Cl. Hometown 


Fr. Aynor 


26 Antonio Allen FS 
70 Garrett Anderson oc 


62 Pierre ‘Andrews 


6-1 202 So. 
6-4 307 Sr. 
6-2 285 St 


Ocala, FL 
Irmo. 


~ Charlotte, NC 


3 Akeem Auguste 


5-10 180 So, Hollywood, FL 


28 Eric Baker 


4 Jason Bares WR 


29 Blake Baxley ss 


32 Reggie Bowens Ss 
7 Zac Brindise QB 
65 Ayan Broadhead oc 


9 Moe Brown WR 


oi 194 So. 
6-4 199 So, 
59° 189 Jr. 
62 233 Fr 
6-1 216 So, 
6-5 261 So. Leesburg, GA 


6-0 183 Sr. Anderson 


Jacksonville, FL 


Charlotte, NC 


Columbia 


Holly Springs, NC 
Fort Myers, FL. 


63° Seaver Brown oc 


44 Darantzy Brunson FB 
11 Jarrett Burns FS 


65 303° Jr. 
"258 Jr. 


181 


Clearwater, FL 
Hampton 
~ Huntsville AL 


60 Terrence Campbell 0G 


290 Jt Austell GA 


15 Matt Clements WR 


185 So. Naples, FL 


7 ~ Chris Culliver FS 


83. Brandan Davis WR 


60 1 190 Jt 
“SA 175 $6. 


Garner, NC 
Columbia 


48 Darrien Davis LB 
42 Eric Davis 
94 Kenny Davis oT 


a Josh Dickerson 1B 


P/PK 6-1 


Columbia 
Newberry 
Newberry 


6-3 287 Fr. 
3) E at ~ Kingsland, GA 


60 2 So. 
178 Fr. 


47 Patrick DiMarco FB 


39 Quanopheus | Earls FS 
66 Hutch Eckerson oT 
86 Stephen Flint ‘WR 


90 Foxy Foxworth TE 
5 Stephen Garcia 0B 
% Clifton Geathers ; DE 
3 Jarvis Giles i 1B 
5 “Stephon Gilmore. B 
69 Matthew Grooms ps 


58 John Guerry LB 


“6-0 243 Wr _Atarmonte Springs, FL 
5-11 47 Jr. Hiram, GA 
66 200 J. Lumberton, No 
62 192 So. _‘MLPleasant_ 
63 252 de 


6 2 219 $0, Tampa, FL 
6-8 281 Jr = Georgetown 
5- a 183° Fr. Tampa, 
61 188 Fr 
6-0 236 Jr. 


6-0 222 Sr. 


Mount | Pleasant 


Tampa, FL 


Rock Hill 


Bennettsvile 


Columbia 


81 “Tori Gurley : WR 


13 Aramis Hillary QB 
85 Joe Hills WR 
21 DeVonte Holloman SS 


51 Walker Inabinet DS 


6 Melvin Ingram oT 


a7 Lemuel | Jeanpierre 0G 


Rock Hill 


North Augusta 


Palmetto, FL 
1 Rock till 
Columbia 
Hamlet, NC 


Orlando, FL 


65 27 Fr 
6-0 197 Fr 
64 199 Jr 
6-2 
5-9 
6-2 
b4 


76 Jarriel King OT 6-5 312 


Jr. Hanahan 


P/PK 5-11 188 
WR 5-11 220 


34 Spencer Lanning — 
18 Dion LeCorn 


10 Brian Maddox TB 5-11 224 


Jr. Rock Hill 


Jn Ocala, FL 
Jr. 


83 Cliff Matthews DE 6-4 249 


Jr. 


14 Reid McCollum QB 6-3 218 


Fr Summerville 


92 Byron McKnight TE 
31. Kenny Miles 1B 


Laurinburg, NC 


Lawrenceville, GA 


7 Willis Mills OB 


Myrtle Beach 


82 D.L. Moore WR 


Bowling Green, KY 


40 Eric Norwood LB 


Acworth, GA 


68 Kyle Nunn oT 


Sumter 


45 Rodney Paulk 1B 6-0 216 


Jr. Columbia 


95 Nathan Pepper oT 
93 Andrew Power TE 


6-1 300 
_b4 253 


72 Quintin Richardson oT 63 283 


Sr. Greenville 
Fr. Myrtle Beach 
So. Columbia 


42 Travian Robertson oT 6-4 283 


Laurinburg, NC 


88 Weslye Saunders TE 65 280 
46 _ sey Serine ‘Howard | P/PK 620 208 


Durham, NC 


31 Gerrod Sinclair _B 6-0 226 


Jackson FL 


4 Cedrick Snead CB 5-6 178 


Garner, NC 


20 day Spearman CB 


6-0 ‘ 


27 Scott Spurrier WR 
24 Darian Stewart FS S11. 216 
P/PK 6-0 165 
‘SS 6-0 209° 


5-6 


28 Ryan Stonaker 
44 Tony Straughter 


Leesburg, VA 

Huntsville, AL 
Charleston 

Jr. ; Madison, FL 


8 Seth Strick! Strickland 0B 
0 Char Suto Sutton DE 


98 Devin Taylor DE 


89 Mike Triglia TE 6-3 231 


co 180 
63 243 
67 232 


Fr. Laurens 


Fr. Savannah, GA 


ft Beaufort 
Fr. Jacksonville, FL 


59 Charles Turner OS 6-4 229 


Jr Spartanburg 


6-0 264 


So. Columbia 


67 Chris Vaughn DS 

12 0.C.Whitlock CB 5-10 173 
7 Addison Williams CB 5-8 177 
46 Dalton Wilson Fe 60 223 
S11 210 


EM SS Chester 
Se “AManta, GA 


Fr. Williston 
So. Jacksonville, FL 


16 Shaq Wilson LB 
6 0 222 
c 200 


Le Alonzo Winfield iy SS 
6-5 310 


at ‘Adam Yates Yates PK 
4 Kevin Young 0G 


Name Cmp 
C. Smelley 169 
S. Garcia i 65 


Name . Yards 
K. McKinley 642 
J. Cook 573 
M. Brown 391 


Name 

M. Davis 
S. Garcia 
E. Baker 


Gain 
615 
289 
191 


Net 
573 
198 
182 


Tackles: E. Cook 87, E. Norwood 75, J. Brinkley 65 

Tackles for loss: E. Norwood 14.5, D. Stewart 9, two tied with 5.5 
Sacks; E. Norwood 9, C. Matthews 3, two tied with 2.5 
Interceptions: S. Woodson 4, C. Culliver 3, C. Thomas 3 


‘$0. | Winston- Salem, NC 
we 


pth Clearwater, FL 


Long Avg/G 
66 160.2 
41 104.0 


- NOTEBOOK 


here might be a bit of a tug of war between 

head coach Steve Spurrier and defensive 
coordinator Ellis Johnson for the services of 
cornerback Stephon Gilmore. 

The freshman arrived in January with the idea 
that the coaches would give him a shot at han- 
dling some kind of package at quarterback. 
Spurrier had lamented that his team hadn’t had 
a running quarterback since Syvelle Newton. 

Gilmore got a few snaps behind center in the 
spring game. It was enough for Spurrier to say the 
Gamecocks need to get the ball in his hands. 

But corner is one of South Carolina’s thinnest 
positions. And Gilmore is a natural there. 

“You obviously don’t want your starting corner 
laying in the training room,” Johnson said. “I 
don’t know. That's not my job (to decide). But 
the kid came in and won the starting corner job, 
and it took him a week to do it.” 

¢ G.A. Mangus was an interesting hire as the 
team’s quarterbacks coach. Mangus, who had a 
successful stint as head coach at Division III 
Delaware Valley, played for Spurrier in the early 
1990s at Florida. 

That could be good news for Stephen Garcia 
and Reid McCollum, 

“Not a day have I coached in those 13 years 
that wasn’t the way I was taught,” said Mangus, 
who came to South Carolina after a stint as the 
offensive coordinator at Middle Tennessee. “The 
basis of the way the quarterbacks are taught 
hasn't changed since 1990, when he taught me 
for the first time.” 

e In one spring scrimmage, offensive line 
coach Eric Wolford counted 26 “lack-of-efforts” 
from his offensive linemen. They suffered as a 
result, running sprints after the ensuing practice. 

Whatever stood before Wolford’s arrival now 
doesn’t fly. He’s intent on changing the way 
business is done in the trenches. 

He said the early returns weren't all that con- 
cerning. He’d met the same kind of resistance at 
Illinois and Arizona, his past two stops. Illinois 
wound up in the Rose Bowl that first season. 

"They keep showing up every day. They 
haven't quit,” he said. “That's the encouraging 
part of it. It’s going to be a little bit of a pro- 
cess, just like it’s been everywhere I've been in 
the past.” 


ci = 


= 
OPPOSING COACHES VIEW | 


© On state of the program: "No. 1, I don't 
think (Stephen) Garcia is an SEC quarterback. I 
don't think he’s a leader. Steve (Spurrier) has 
never been known for having a defensive team, 
but they better play well on defense because 
the offense won't be very good. You've got to 
recruit, and Steve doesn't care too much about 
recruiting.” | 


¢ On the quarterback situation: "I don't 
know if they've got a quarterback that can win 
that many ballgames. They haven't had one 
that could win many games in this conference. 
I don't see them being a very good football © 
team. And I wouldn't be surprised if he 
| (Spurrier) called it quits after this season." 


ee | 


a ——— 
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Darian Stewart 


wont be because of him.” 

Rodney Paulk and Shaq Wilson will 
help replace Brinkley and Sapp at line- 
backer. Paulk missed most of last season 
because of injuries. Wilson, a sophomore, 
is an emerging playmaker. 

Look, too, for contributions from Geor- 
gia Military products Josh Dickerson and 
Tony Straughter. 

At corner, coaches continue to rave 
about freshman Stephon Gilmore's pure 


“He can be as good as he wants to be,” 
Johnson said. 

On the other side, sophomore Akeem 
Auguste is a bit undersized, but you'll 
never know it because of his uncanny 
nose for the ball. 

All that young talent is necessary for a 
secondary that lost all three players from its 
cornerback rotation — Captain Munner- 
lyn, Carlos Thomas and Stoney Woodson. 

Look for new cornerbacks coach 
Lorenzo Ward to make an impact, as well. 
“Whammy” turned several Virginia Tech 
corners into pros during a stint there from 
1999 to 2005. 

Safety is another spot of concern be- 
cause of the early departure of Emanuel 
Cook. 

DeVonte Holloman could play some 
there. Or he could factor in at the spur 
position, a hybrid of safety and linebacker 
in Johnson's 4-2-5 scheme. Darian Stew- 
art should see plenty of time at spur and 
strong safety. 

Chris Culliver has a lot of talent at 
free safety, but he'll be on the mend after 
shoulder surgery in the spring. 

The defensive line has just as much tal- 
ent as a year ago, assuming Ladi Ajiboye 
keeps his head above behavioral water. 
Ajiboye was suspended in the spring fol- 
lowing a drug charge that was ultimately 
dropped. 

Clifton Geathers and Cliff Matthews 
are freakish athletes at end, and Devin 
Taylor looks like he could join that rota- 
tion as a redshirt freshman. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Ryan Succop’s loss is immense. Even 
more so than one-and-done special teams 
coordinator Ray Rychleski, who left for 
the Indianapolis Colts. 

Succop was the do-it-all kicker and 
punter for two seasons, before settling 
solely into the kicking job last season. 

Spencer Lanning, who averaged 42.1 
yards per punt last season, is entrenched 


Tt appeared — Norwood 


~ would be one ‘of several. 


= des 
Norwood, who slimmed 
about 15 pounds L 


the spring, defines $ versa- 
| tility. Depending on the 

_ down and situation, you'll see t 
i weak-side lee end or even 


even artive on campus until 
last August. Once he did, he 
did enough to start 11 
games at the” important 


The Gamecocks were one 


of the worst 
in the country 


January enrollee, 


year ago. 
‘Enter Giles, the school’s 
- first legit home-run_ threat 
in the backfield since Derek 
“Watson. Fans have higher 
hopes for Giles’ career. ... A 


teams 


Giles 


showed cutback ability and 
elusiveness in the spring. He ran for 114 vars 
and two scores in the spring game. .. 
the Under Armour All-American Game at Disney 
World, along with Stephon Gilmore and DeVonte — 
Holloman. That's the: trio the team planet to Be 


talent. at that position. But the kicking duties build around. 
2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 10-YEAR WINNING TREND 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W 
Scoring 26.6 44 Scoring 26.1 70 Scoring 20.8 96 L 
Rushing 144.3 49 Rushing 113.7 101 Rushing 94.1 112 L 
Passing 250.7 19 Passing 258.2 37 Passing 222.5 50 Ww 
Total 395.0 28 Total 371.8 77 Total 316.5 97 WwW 
W 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK W 
Scoring 18.7 29 Scoring 23.5 39 Scoring 21.1 31 L 
Rushing 146.8 77 Rushing 209.2 110 Rushing 132.7 43 Ww 
Passing 190.0 22 Passing 168.8 12 Passing 159.2 2 Ww 
Total 336.8 46 Total 378.9 56 Total 291.9 13 L 
L 
TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
2 -0.15 73 -7 - 0.58 101 -11 - 0.85 107 4a 0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100] | 
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. Played in 


RESULTS 
(7-6, 4-4) 

NC STATE 34-0 
at Vanderbilt 17-24 
GEORGIA 7-14 
WOFFORD 23-13 
UAB 26-13 
at Ole Miss 31-24 
at Kentucky 24-17 
LSU 17-24 
TENNESSEE 27-6 
ARKANSAS 34-21 
at Florida 6-56 
at Clemson 14-31 

Outback Bowl 
vs. lowa 10-31 


Photo by Steve Beyer 


Player Profile 


Garcia’s Summer: 
Keep on Throwing 


n some ways, it didn’t matter what 
[= of spring Stephen Garcia had. 

It was just vital that the sophomore 
quarterback had one at all. 

Off-the-field troubles had kept Garcia 
from participating in spring during his first 
two seasons at South Carolina. He made it 
through this one just fine. Good thing, too, 
because Garcia is the clear-cut starter now. 
There’s no wiggle room to mess around. 

“Last year was a fiasco,” Garcia said. 
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“This year, being the starting quarterback, 
you've got to be a lot more committed to 
the team. I’m looking forward to that op- 
portunity.” 

Hope Garcia didn’t have any cool summer 
plans. Steve Spurrier and new quarterbacks 
coach G.A. Mangus want Garcia throwing a 
lot. A whole lot. 

About 100 to 120 passes a day, Garcia 
said. Mangus used the word “thousands.” 

“Tt’s going to be a lot of stress on my 
shoulder,” Garcia said. “But it’s the only 
way I’m going to get better.” 

Repetition is the key. 

“I want him to be perfect. Perfect’s the 
word,” said Mangus, a former Spurrier 
quarterback at Florida. “I think he’s go- 
ing to do it. I like what I've seen in terms 
of his commitment level escalating. But I 
don’t want him just to be good. I want him 
to be great.” 

Most Gamecocks fans would settle for 
“effective.” Great would be icing. 

Chris Smelley, Garcia and Tommy Beech- 
er combined to throw 27 interceptions last 
season, the worst team mark in the coun- 
try. Garcia threw eight of those, so it’s not 
like he’s completely removed from blame. 
But he was a redshirt freshman learning on 
the fly. 

He had high notes, like a second-half 
rally at Kentucky. And low moments, 
like a disastrous three-interception first 
half in the Outback Bowl that led to his 
benching. 

This year, he'll have a new position 
coach, Mangus, working with him on a 
daily basis. 

Well, not during the summer. That's not 
allowed. But Mangus will have quite a bit 
of say as to what Garcia’s workout will en- 
tail. 

It’s still up to the athletic 6-2, 219-pound 
quarterback from Tampa, Fla., to make it 
happen. 

“That's when the want-to has to be there 
in a player,” Mangus said. 

Garcia knows what he has to do. 

“I've got to work harder than I've ever 
worked in my life,” he said. 


are open between Lanning and walk-on 
Adam Yates. 

Neither looked especially good in the 
spring game. Yates put a field-goal try in 
his line’s backs. 

The job figured to be sealed up with 
Ryan Doerr’s arrival last summer. But Do- 
err and Rychleski didn’t see eye to eye, and 
he wound up transferring to Kansas State. 

Shane Beamer, son of Virginia Tech 
coach and noted special teams ace Frank 
Beamer, takes over of the special teams. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The good news for South Carolina? 
Louisiana State rotates off. The bad news? 
Alabama comes on. 

A mid-October trip to Tuscaloosa is a 
tall order, sandwiched in the middle of 
the conference gauntlet. 

The Tennessee-Arkansas-Florida-Clem- 
son closing stretch will again define what 
kind of season it is for the Gamecocks. 
They're 1-7 in the past two years against 
those teams. 

At least the Florida and Clemson games 
are at home. 

Don't overlook the opener at NC State. 
The Wolfpack is much improved from a 
year ago. Quarterback Russell Wilson will 
no doubt remember suffering a concus- 
sion against the Gamecocks last year. 

Thursday games will again be a staple 
of the schedule. The NC State game will 
open the college football season for the 
second straight year. Ole Miss comes to 
Columbia for a Sept. 24 midweek meet- 
ing. 

— Travis Haney 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept. 3 at NC State (6-7) 
Sept. 12 at Georgia (10-3) 
Sept.19 FLORIDA ATLANTIC (7-6) 
Sept. 24 OLE MISS (9-4) 
Oct.3 SOUTH CAROLINASTATE (10-3) 
Oct. 10 KENTUCKY (7-6) 
Oct. 17 at Alabama (12-2) 
Oct. 24 VANDERBILT (7-6) 
Oct. 31 at Tennessee (5-7) 
Nov. 7 at Arkansas (5-7) 
Nov. 14 FLORIDA (13-1) 
Nov. 28 CLEMSON (7-6) 
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Live the good life for less 
with factory-direct prices. 


Stop by your neighborhood Rec Warehouse showroom and save big on our incredible selection of eg 
spas, billiard tables and game room accessories. You'll find everything you need at prices you'll love. WAREHOUSE 


33 convenient locations. Call toll-free at 1-866-REC-WRHS. recwarehouse.com 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Chaney 
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TENNESSEE 


VOLUNTEE 


For more coverage of the Venice: Visit ‘tennessee. rivals.com 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Monte Kiffin 
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STADIUM: Neyland Stadium, 102,037 


Kiffin Kicks Up a Storm; Is He More Than Bluster? 


\ X Jithin months of being hired as Ten- 


nessee’s coach, Lane Kiffin made 
comments that offended Florida, Ala- 
bama, Mississippi State and South Caro- 
lina. 

He accused Florida of cheating on a 
recruit that signed with Tennessee. He 
bragged about hiring away the best re- 
cruiter from Alabama and Mississippi 
State. 

He ticked off South Carolina by hay- 
ing his brother-in-law, David Reaves, who 
left the Gamecocks for Tennessee, recruit 
a running back that both the Gamecocks 
and Vols were courting. 

He allegedly told a recruit if he signed 
with South Carolina, he'd be pumping gas 
after his career like all other in-state play- 
ers who sign with the Gamecocks, (Kiffin 
denied the comment.) 

Kiffin, who coached the Oakland Raid- 
ers for 20 games, said all his moves are cal- 
culated, designed to get Tennessee’s name 
in the public eye in an effort to recruit 
nationally. 

Kiffin has been in the public eye, all 
right, although some think he’s brought 
a black eye to himself and UT’s program. 
Kiffin couldn't care less. He said there’s a 
method to his madness, and his first re- 
cruiting class is Exhibit A. 

Tennessee signed three blue-chip re- 
cruits after signing day: The No. 2 player 
in Louisiana (cornerback Janzen Jackson), 
the nation’s No. 1 player (running back 
Bryce Brown) and a top-five running back 
(David Oku). 

Rivals.com rated Kiffin’s first class in 
the top 10. 

Kiffin has proven what he can do off 
the field. Now he’s got to prove it on the 
field. 

Toward that goal, he hired an impres- 
sive staff, including his father, Monte Kif- 
fin, who will be the defensive coordinator. 
Kiffin also brought in former Ole Miss 
head coach Ed Orgeron, former Auburn 


assistant Eddie Gran, and two others with 
an NFL background — offensive coordi- 
nator Jim Chaney and tackles and tight 
ends coach James Cregg. 

Its the highest paid staff in college 
football — $3.35 million. That climbs to 
$3.65 million if you count Monte Kiffin’s 
longevity bonus. 

Kiffin promised to bring a new energy 
and excitement. He did that with spirited 
spring workouts. He put players through 
a demanding offseason conditioning pro- 
gram and a physical spring. He opened 
up some practices to the public. He made 
guest appearances on national shows. 

His goal: To turn Tennessee into an 
East Coast version of USC. 

“We're a long ways away from a cham- 
pionship level, don’t get me wrong,” Lane 
Kiffin said. “But we'll push them every 
day and we'll eventually get there.” 

Kiffin wants a sound running game, a 
wide-receiver dominated passing game 
and a disciplined defense. 


OFFENSE 


Tennessee fielded its worst offense since 
1964 as former coordinator Dave Claw- 
son installed a system too complicated to 
comprehend in a year. 

The Vols averaged a paltry 17.3 points 
(110th in the nation) and 268.8 yards 
(115th in the nation). The Vols were 
107th in passing and 88th in rushing. 

Exit Clawson. Enter Jim Chaney, for- 
mer offensive coordinator at Purdue. 

Chaney's challenge will be to improve 
a poor running game and get production 
from a quarterback spot that hit 49.5 
percent of its passes for 1,750 yards and 
8 touchdowns against 9 interceptions. 

Jonathan Crompton, the No. 2 rated 
quarterback in the country coming out of 
high school, practiced well, according to 
the former coaches, but played poorly in 
games. Crompton has a strong arm and 
has shown flashes of passing skills, but his 
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Jonathan Crompton 


decision-making has come under ques- 
tion. Kiffin praised Crompton for playing 
well much of the spring. 

B,J. Coleman came out of spring as the 
No. 2 quarterback, but left the team because 
he didn't think he'd get a fair shot at starting. 
That leaves former starter Nick Stephens as 
Crompton’s main competition. 

Kiffin said whoever wins the job will be 
“great” this fall. 

Tennessee is strong at tailback, although 
one of the favorites to win the position, 
Lennon Creer (5.3 yards per carry), quit 
the team. Senior Montario Hardesty, in- 
jury-prone throughout his career, had a 
solid spring. Tauren Poole was the most 
productive runner. True freshman Toney 
Williams displayed good running skills. 

But the man UT fans are eager to see 
this fall is Bryce Brown, rated the nation’s 
No. 1 recruit. The product of Wichita, 
Kan., could make an immediate impact. 
So, too, could David Oku, rated one of 
the nation’s top five backs. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


QB Jonathan Crompton* Sr. Must improve his accuracy, decision making, Nick Stephens, Jr. 
RB Montario Hardesty Sr. Runs hard but has been injury prone. Tauren Poole, So. 
FB Kevin Cooper Jr. Solid blocker with decent hands. Austin Johnson, So. 
WR _ Gerald Jones* Jr. Led team in catches, must make big plays. Denarius Moore, Jr. 
WR Austin R Sr.__ Possession receiver, went from 56 catches to 14. Brandon Warren, Jr. 
TE __ Luke Stocker* Jp. Had 13 catches; good blocker. Jeff Cottam, Sr. 

LT Chris Scott* Sr___ Highly touted player hasn't lived up to billing. Dallas Thomas, Fr. 
LG Vlad Richard* Sr. Might be team’s best run blocker, 600 bench press. Jarrod Shaw, ur. 

C Josh McNeil* Sr__Has team-high 35 consecutive starts. Cody Sullins, Sr. 

RG Jacques McClendon* Sr. Solid run blocker; must improve pass protection. Cory Sullins, Sr. 

RT__ Cody Pope So. __ Moved from TE and C; unpolished at the position. Aaron Douglas, Fr. 
K Daniel Lincoln* Jr. __ After solid freshman year, hit just 10 of 18 FGs. Chad Cunningham, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 
POS STARTER = YR. COMMENT 8=—t* 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


DE Chris Walker Jr. Best pass rusher on the team; three sacks in ‘08. Willie Bohannon, Fr. 
DT __Dan Williams* Sr.__ All-SEC caliber player; had 8.5 tackles for loss. Andre Mathis, Sr. 
DT Wes Brown* Sr.___ Moved from DE to DT; good motor, quick. Montori Hughes, Fr. 
DE — Ben Martin Jr. Developing as a solid pass rusher. Gerald Williams, Jr. 
LB Rico McCoy* Sr.___Top returning tackler (87), second-team All-SEC. Shane Reveiz, So. 
LB Nick Reveiz Jr___ Undersized, but has great tenacity; competitor. Herman Lathers, Fr. 
LB LaMarcus Thompson Jr Runs well, has good instincts; limited experience. Savion Frazier, Jr. 
CB Brent Vinson Jr. Terrific athlete, good cover skills; injury prone. Art Evans, So. 

CB Dennis Rogan* Jt Small guy with big heart, good competitor. C.J. Fleming, So. 
SS Stephaun Raines So. Replaces Demetrice Morley; lacks experience. Rod Wilks, Fr. 
FS___Eric Berry* dr Led nation in interceptions, All-American in ‘08. Prentiss Waganer, Fr. 


P Chad Cunningham Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


The receivers were maligned last year 
for their inability to make big plays. None 
of the top four pass catchers averaged 13 
yards per reception. Denarius Moore ay- 
eraged 24.6 yards per catch but had just 
11 grabs. 

Gerald Jones led the team with 30 re- 
ceptions. Austin Rogers, who caught 56 
passes in 2007, was limited to 14 last year. 
Brandon Warren, a freshman All-Amer- 
ican tight end at Florida State in 2006, 
managed just 10 catches last season and 
was moved to wide receiver. 

The line, which allowed a national-low 
four sacks in 2007, was a mess in 2008. 
UT surrendered 25 sacks and the line of- 
ten looked confused or overmatched. 

Chaney said the line did fine with the 
inside zone blocking scheme but struggled 
with the outside zone blocking scheme 
and allowed way too many sacks during 
spring scrimmages. 

Three starters return from the line: cen- 
ter Josh McNeil, who has made 35 con- 


Averaged 39.5 yards on five starts. 


Steven Hensley, Sr. 


secutive starts, and guards Vlad Richard 
and Jacques McClendon. The tackles are 
a concern. 


DEFENSE 


Defensive coordinator Monte Kiffin 
makes his return to college football after 26 
years in the NFL, building a mostly impec- 
cable reputation. Many regarded Kiffin as 
the best defensive coordinator in pro foot- 
ball. He has a Super Bowl ring and helped 
popularize the Tampa Two defense. 

Kiffin, who made $2.2 million at Tam- 
pa Bay last season, will make $1.2 million 
in his first season, with a $300,000 reten- 
tion bonus. 

“Tm 68 going on 48,” said Kiffin, ex- 
pressing excitement about coaching in the 
college ranks again. “I can’t wait to coach 
in front of 107,000 people. I've never 
done that before.” 

The allure of coaching with his son was 
also appealing. 

But Kiffin will be challenged in his re- 
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RE Bryce Brown 

Brown should excel in Knoxville. He’s physically ready 
to play in the SEC. He has everything you want in a 
running back and also can catch the football. His 
playing time will depend on his ability to pass-protect 
and adjust to the speed of the college game. 


CB Janzen Jackson 

Tennessee signed two big-time defensive backs in 
Jackson and safety Darren Myles, and the Vols need 
both to contribute this fall. Jackson had committed to 
LSU before changing his mind. 


WR No'Keese Richardson 
doy The Vols desperately need speed and athleticism on the 
perimeter, and that is why they made Richardson such 
a huge priority. He is small (5-8, 151) but has blazing 
speed and quickness. If Richardson can take the physi- 
cal play of the SEC early, he should be able to make an 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Ht = Wit Hometown 


1B OoCoco i Chesapeake, VA Oscar Smith 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Virginia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 inside linebacker...Recorded 140 tackles, 22 tackles for loss, 10 sacks and three 
interceptions as a senior. 


Bryce Brown RB OOCGOS 60 215 Wichita, KS Wichita East 
Rivals100 selection and top overall prospect...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Kansas... 
Rated as the nation’s No. 1 running back...U.S. Army All-American. 


Mike Edwards B oOo 5-10 170 Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the No. 21 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 48 
cornerback...Had 34 tackles and five interceptions as a senior. 


Eric Gordon 1B OOOG 59 187 Nashville, IN Hillsboro 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Tennessee...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 cornerback...Recorded 34 tackles and five interceptions as a senior and 
77 tackles and six interceptions as a junior. 


dames Green WR @OOG~ 62 202 Tallahassee, FL Leon 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 33 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 17 wide receiver...Caught 45 passes for 907 yards and 10 touchdowns as 
a senior. 


Janzen Jackson 0B O©OOOO 60 174 Lake Charles, LA Barbe 
Rivals100 selection ...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Louisiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 cornerback...Chose Tennessee over LSU and Alabama. 


Arthur Jeffery T ooo 6-4 285 Sarasota, FL Booker 
Rated as the No. 82 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 55 
defensive tackle...Missed senior season due to knee injury. 


Greg King a ) 6-3 200 Memphis, TN Melrose 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 31 
inside linebacker...Had 130 tackles as a senior. 


Nigel Mitchell-Thomton LB OOO 6-2 228 Stone Mountain, GA Stephenson 
Rated as the No. 40 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 43 
inside linebacker...Recorded 119 total tackles in 2008...Enrolled at Tennessee in 
January. 


Darren Myles 1B OOOO 61 175 Allanta, GA Carver 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation's 
No. 9 safety...Chose Tennessee over Alabama, LSU and Kentucky. 
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20/0 NEEDS Commitments 2 
Tennessee needs to sign at least one big- 


time quarterback, and that position is the 
No. 1 priority for the Vols. Tennessee 


| | i f offensi 

inemen. and the Vols also need afew, PO@OO@Q  ° 

defensive tackles. © Om) © © © 10 
6Ooo6oo ° 


National Rank: 10 SEC: 4 


DT Montori Hughes 

Hughes signed with the Vols last season but failed to 
qualify. He stayed home and got his academics in order. 
Hughes went through spring practice and showed 
enough that he will be a member of their rotation 

this fall. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Pos Stars Ht «Wi Homelown 


Robert Nelson B Oooo 6-0 205 Stone Mountain, GA Stone Mountain 
Rated as the No. 36 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 35 
inside linebacker. 


David Oku RB OOOG 510 186 Lincoln, NE East 
Rivals100 selection ...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Oklahoma...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 all-purpose back...Rushed for 1,905 yards and 23 touchdowns as a senior. 


Nyshier Oliver AH OOO 5-10 180 Jersey City, NJ St. Peter's Prep 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 athlete. 


Kevin Revis o ooo 6-4 265  Evensville, IN Rhea County 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 center. 


Nu’Keese Richardson WR OOOO 58 151 Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
Rivals100 selection ...Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 wide receiver...Won three consecutive state championships at Pahokee High 
School. 


Zach Rogers WR OOO 6-2 170 Nashville, TN David Lipscomb 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 54 


wide receiver...Helped team win Class 3A state title as a junior. 


JerQuari Schofield OL OOOG 66 298  Aiken,SC South Aiken 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 20 offensive tackle...Chose Tennessee over Clemson. 


Rae Sykes DB oOo°o 6-4 240 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville 6.0. 
Member of three consecutive state championship teams at Alcoa (Tenn.) High 
School...Enrolled at Tennessee in January. 


Marsalis Teague §=ATH G©OOO 5-10 170 Paris, IN Henry County 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 28 
athlete...Chose Tennessee over Florida and Alabama. 


Marlon Walls 1B OGOGO 62 225 Chatham,VA Hargrave Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 5 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com...Originally signed 
with Tennessee out of Olive Branch (Miss.) High School in 2008. 


Toney Williams RB OOO 6-1 227 = Alpharetta, GA Milton 
Rated as the No. 42 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 53 
running back...Enrolled at Tennessee in January. 


Linoy’s Sports ANNuALs 173 


VOLUNTEERS: SPRING FC TER 
ee se 


No. Name Pos. HE Wk cf ' ;  e ioieou ane Kiffin is worried about his quarterbacks. 

He described their play as “horrendous” late 
in spring practice. 

He was upbeat earlier when Jonathan 
Crompton and B.J. Coleman were clicking at 
over 70 percent. But as the defense installed 
more plays, the quarterback play regressed. 
63 Minor Bowens 63 293 Jr 3 Crompton made several crucial turnovers. Nick 
54 William Brimfield _ 6-5 346 So. i 220 Sr. at Stephens broke his wrist and missed more than 
$4 Wes Brown 64 257 Sr. : two weeks of work. 

Todd Campbell 6-0 186 So. ——_Nashwil 229 Fr * Tennessee moved tight end Aaron Douglas 

Bram Cannon 6-2 195 Sr. Memphis 64 ; to right tackle, tight end Brandon Warren to 

man | 6-3 223 So. Chattanooga i 255 So. wide receiver, defensive end Wes Brown to 

Kevin Cooper 8 60 247 Jr. Chattanooga i , defensive tackle, linebacker Gerald Williams to 

Jeff Cottam TE 6-8 260 Sr. 29 So. : end, and fullback Ben Bartholomew to tight 

Geoff Courtney WR/H 6-1 : : end. Brown suffered a minor knee injury and 

Morgan Cox Ds 6 Sr 203 So. re missed the last two weeks of spring. 

Jonathan Crompton QB : = ¢ Safety Demetrice Morley, a two-year starter 

Chad Cunningham _PIPK a Ai who missed the 2007 season for academic rea- 

ieshucl Daves DT 5 a; sons, was dismissed from the team for repeat- 
LB : r = 7 edly missing workouts, meetings and practice. 
Through spring ball, UT lost seven players 
since Kiffin was hired: Morley, DT Donald Langley, 
RB Lennon Creer, OL Darius Myers, OL Ramone 
Johnson, OL Preston Bailey, and WR E.J. Abrams- 
Ward. 

¢ UT's offensive line, which allowed a nation’s 
best four sacks in 2007, had a great deal of 
trouble with pass protection, allowing an alarm- 
ing eight sacks in a scrimmage before the spring 
game. The combination of being suspect at 
offensive tackle and facing outstanding pass- 
rushing ends made it difficult to protect the 
quarterback. 

¢ While Montario Hardesty is the starting 
tailback, Tauren Poole ripped off more impres- 
sive runs than anyone in camp, although much 
of that was against the No. 2 defense. Only 5-10, 
Poole is quick, runs with good vision and is an 
excellent cutter. 

¢ When UT signed defensive tackle Montori 
Hughes two years ago, many Vol fans felt it was 
a desperation move to fill a need. Hughes was an 
overlooked, two-star player. But he had an out- 
standing spring, giving coaches hope that he'll 
be a strong player in the tackle rotation. 


¢ On expectations: "I think they're a 6-6 
team; (2008) might be the worst offensive line © 
they've had; it will be their weakness. They don't 
ane cp : BY Tos ; have an outstanding running back. The quarter- 
L Cromptonas a 5 EIS. 688 eo 1d back (Jonathan Crompton) is above average. They 
N.Stephens 7 4 : 3 485 Be Bi aga just don't have any playmakers. The quarterback is _ 

not a very good team leader. ... Lane Kiffin said 
Name Long 3 all this about Florida and Alabama. He better be 
G, Jones ‘ 43. 29.4 concerned with Vanderbilt. Vanderbilt will be a 


L, Taylor 2 12 8 30. better team than Tennessee." 
A. Foster . 2 


36 Anthony Anderson DB 6-1 179 So. 
60 Carson Anderson 6-2 267 Fr. 
39 _Ben Bartholomew 6-2 250 So. 
14 Eric Berry 5-11 203 Jr. 
86_ Willie Bohannon 6-2 230 Fr. 


19 Chris Donald 
Aaron Douglas OT 
Sam Edgmon WR 
Cory Eicholtz 0B 
Art Evans OB 
C.J, Fleming OB 

90. Steven Fowlkes DE 

43 Savion Frazier LB 

59 Nick Guess __ DS 

35 OrionHall =P 

87 Quintin Hancock WR 

2  Montario Hardesty 1B 

64 Jonny Harrison DE 

44 Josh Hawkins LB 

25 Steven Hensley P 

$3 MontoriHughes DT 

10 Ethaningham PK 

34 C.J. Jackson 


"|S (8 |= |8 |B \8\8|8 


- 
e 


Hickory, NC 

Smyma 

Gerald Jones 199 Jr. Oklahoma City, OK 

83 Charles Karlosky TE 6-2 220 So. Cookeville 
Taka Koyano PK 210 So. Maryville 
Herman Lathers LB 213 Fr. Baton Rouge, LA 


BDF |B |B |- |S 18 


Name Avg/G ° On new defensive coordinator Monte 
A. Foster ‘ f BT f ; Kiffin: "Ill be interested to see how quickly 
L Creer : . Monte Kiffin adjusts to the option game and 
M. Hardesty 11 Brits 3, 4.6 adjusts to the different offenses you see every 
week in college football. In the NFL, you Mae 

= same team sometimes twice a year. In college, 
Teclles for ee: Re Ayers Teele ‘ickenoie 10, two ted with 8.5 ie ere seiner ine ea Bey, Wee aoe 
Sacks: N. McKenzie 5, E. Berry 3, ©. Walker 3, R. Ayers 3 coaches got 0 college auSE 0! 
(interceptions: E. Berry 7, D. Willingham 3, D. Morley 2 eee and facing different schemes every 
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Rico McCoy 


turn to the college ranks. First, he hasn't 
coached against the option since 1982. 
And he has to adjust to the spread and to 
a wide-side, short-side of the field. 

He inherits a defense that tied for third 
in the nation and best in the SEC, allow- 
ing 263.5 yards per game. Six starters are 
gone, including end Robert Ayers, safety 
Demetrice Morley, both tackles and line- 
backer Ellix Wilson, who ranked fifth in 
the SEC in tackles. 

But UT returns the SEC Defensive 


2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 
OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGAME RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 27.9 34 Scoring 32.5 36 Scoring 17.3 110 
Rushing 108 96 Rushing 139.9 73 Rushing 122.9 88 
Passing 264.5 12 Passing 262.5 35 Passing 145.8 107 
Total 372.5 36 Total 401.5 54 Total 268.8 115 
DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Scoring 19.5 33 Scoring 27.3 61 Scoring 16.8 10 
Rushing 146.7 72 Rushing 164.6 69 Rushing 103.1 12 
Passing 180.9 27 Passing 238.6 73 Passing 160.4 4 
Total 327.5 50 Total 403.3 70 Total 263.5 3 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
0 


0 58 +7 +0.5 
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TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 


Player of the Year, All-American safety 
Eric Berry, whose seven interceptions tied 
for the nation’s best. 

The rest of the secondary is talented. 
Brent Vinson started in 2007 at corner, 
Dennis Rogan started at corner last sea- 
son. Marsalous Johnson has starting ex- 
perience. C.J. Fleming, Art Evans, Steph- 
aun Raines and Rod Wilks started some 
scrimmages. 

Secondary coach Willie Garza likes the 
athleticism he inherited. 

The defensive line is set at the ends. 
Lane Kiffin described Chris Walker as un- 
blockable at times during the spring while 
Ben Martin, Willie Bohannon and Steven 
Fowlkes showed promise. 

The tackle position is a concern. Dan 
Williams, who had 8.5 tackles for loss last 
year, is an All-SEC caliber player, but the 
Vols have little experience otherwise. Wes 
Brown, who started at defensive end last 
season, was moved to tackle. 

True freshman Montori Hughes, who 
enrolled in January, was a pleasant surprise 
during the spring. He might be UT’s most 
talented young defensive tackle since Al- 
bert Haynesworth. Orgeron hopes Victor 
Thomas and Andre Mathis will improve. 

Tennessee lost two starting linebackers 
but return Rico McCoy, who recorded 
87 tackles. Former walk-on Nick Reveiz, 
son of former UT All-American kicker 
Fuad Reveiz, doesn’t have the size youd 
like (he’s 5-10, 200), but he’s strong and 
tenacious and plays with great heart. UT 
worked true freshman Herman Lathers 
some in the middle during the spring. 

The other linebacker spot is a battle 
between Savion Frazier and LaMarcus 
Thompson. Gerald Williams, who prefers 
the linebacker spot, was moved to end. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


For the first time in eight years, a 
Colquitt won't be punting for Tennessee. 
Dustin and Britton Colquitt have han- 
dled those duties since 2001, each making 
All-SEC. Chad Cunningham averaged 


TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
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10-YEAR WINNING TREND 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
Berry 


TOP NEWCOMER 


RESULTS 
(5-7, 3-5) 
at UCLA (OT) 
UAB 
FLORIDA 
at Auburn 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Georgia 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
ALABAMA 
at South Carolina 
WYOMING 
at Vanderbilt 
KENTUCKY 


24-27 
35-3 
6-30 

12-14 
13-9 

14-26 
34-3 
9-29 
6-27 
7-13 

20-10 

28-10 
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‘Gigantic’ Season 
In Store for Walker 


ennessee defensive end Chris Walker 
Ts another example that recruiting 
ratings are not gospel. 

Walker played at a small private school 
in Memphis. He wasn’t completely over- 
looked, but he was rated only the No. 8 
player in the state of Tennessee by Rivals. 
com in 2007. Tennessee coach Lane Kiffin, 
then USC’s national recruiter, had never 
heard of him. 

The Volunteer State’s top player that 
year was linebacker Chris Donald, who 
hasn't played a meaningful snap for the 
Vols yet. 

Walker, meanwhile, was the sensation of 
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Player Profile 


spring practice. 

“Chris has definitely been our best de- 
fensive player,” Kiffin said, noting that 
All-American safety Eric Berry was side- 
lined by shoulder surgery. “I don’t even 
think it’s very close.” 

On several occasions, Kiffin has referred 
to Walker as being “unblockable.” 

Walker said he was humbled by Kiffin’s 
remarks. 

“I don’t want to let anybody down,” 
Walker said. “I just got to keep coming, 
keep working hard and keep preparing to 
get ready for next fall.” 

Walker, who missed spring 2008 due to 
an injury, was voted UT’s most improved 
defensive player this spring. 

“It's a really big honor,” said Walker, 
who had only 15 total tackles and three 
sacks last year. “I took (spring practice) as 
a real big challenge. My goal was to be a 
starter and impact my team and I think 
that’s what I did.” 

Kiffin would agree. He called Walker one 
of the team’s best leaders, praised his work 
ethic and said he never takes a down off. 

“He's a great example for all our kids 
coming in,” Kiffin said. 

Walker doesn’t fit the bill of a typical 
great defensive end. A converted outside 
linebacker, Walker is 6-3 and only 235 
pounds. 

“He's very unique because he’s a speed 
rusher who has power,” Kiffin said. 

“He can bull rush you and he can play 
physical. He can play the run. He’s had 
plays where he’s giving up 100 pounds 
to (offensive tackle) Chris Scott and he’s 
been able to overpower him. He really 
has it all. We expect a gigantic season 
from him.” 

Walker, who wasn’t even listed as one 
of 10 key returners in UT's spring outlook, 
said he’s motivated by his low recruiting 
ranking. He also said he’s not surprised by 
his spring emergence. 

“It’s always been in there,” Walker said. 
“Tt was just somebody tapping it and get- 
ting it out of me. I think Coach 0 (Ed Org- 
eron, defensive line coach) is doing that.” 


39.5 yards during a five-game stint last 
season, but had a couple blocked. UT’s 
net average was a mere 34.9 yards. 

Junior kicker Daniel Lincoln, a Fresh- 
man All-American in 2007, had an off 
year, making just 10 of 18 field-goal at- 
tempts (5 of 9 from 30-39 yards). His 
long was 47 yards. 

Dennis Rogan was second in the SEC 
in kick returns (24.9 average) and also 
shared duties as a punt returner (4.8). 
Gerald Jones led the team with a 10-yard 
average on punt returns, good for seventh 


in the SEC. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Tennessee faces eight teams that played 
in a bow] last season, and three teams that 
won at least 10 games. 

The road schedule is brutal. The Vols 
visit defending national champion Flor- 
ida, West Division and 12-game winner 
Alabama, Cotton Bowl champion Ole 
Miss, and Kentucky, which won the Lib- 
erty Bowl. 

UT defensive line coach Ed Orgeron 
will make his return to Oxford, where 
he was fired after three years as Ole Miss’ 
head coach. 

The home schedule is a bit more invit- 
ing, with four non-conference foes heading 
to Neyland Stadium: Western Kentucky, 
UCLA, Ohio and Memphis. Auburn, 
Georgia, South Carolina and Vanderbilt 
are UT’s home SEC opponents. 

Ole Miss replaces Mississippi State on 
the Vols’ SEC schedule. UT also doesn’t 
play LSU or Arkansas. 

— Jimmy Hyams 


Date oe Opponent — 08 Record 


Sept.5 WESTERN KENTUCKY (2-10) 
Sept. 12 UCLA (4-8) 
Sept. 19 at Florida (13-1) 
Sept. 26 OHIO (4-8) 
Oct. 3 AUBURN (5-7) 
Oct. 10 GEORGIA (10-3) 
Oct. 24 at Alabama (12-2) 
Oct. 31 SOUTH CAROLINA (7-6) 
Nov. 7 MEMPHIS (6-7) 
Nov. 14 at Ole Miss (9-4) 
Nov. 21 VANDERBILT (7-6) 
Nov. 28 at Kentucky (7-6) 
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News doesn’t sleep. 


Should your sports info? 


For over 25 years, Lindy’s has been bringing you the best 
preseason guides to your favorite ates 
Now, Lindy’s is proud to present _ 
the sports annual that never sleeps. 


Voted The Wall Street Journal’s “Most Accurate Preseason Magazine” in 2006, Lindy’s Sports Annuals 
proudly brings you www.lindyssports.com. Rest easy knowing you have the most current, accurate 
information out there with interactive features to keep you in the game. 


Tune in 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the latest information on college, NFL and fantasy football, 
Major League Baseball, college and professional hoops and even NCAA cheerleaders. You can also 
participate in our polls, forums and contests or pick up current and back issues of our magazines. 
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For more coverage of the Commodores, visit vanderbilt. rivals. com . 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ted Cain 


AT Al GLANCE 


7-6 overall, 4-4 SEC (T-3rd, East) 


RE TURNING STAR TERS 
18: 8 offense, 9 defense, punter 


PLAYERS TO LWATCH 
RB Jared Hawkins, TE Brandon Barden, 

DE Broderick Stewart, DT Greg Billinger, 
LB Chris Marve, CB meee Lewis, 


PRIMARY STRENG THS 


and tested players, particularly on the 
offensive and defensive lines. All five 
offensive linemen that started the Music 
City Bowl victory are back, and if Stewart 
recovers as expected from a broken leg, 
the D-line can say the same. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Settling ona quarterback, and elevating 
the passing game. Larry Smith made his — 
first career start against Boston College and 
led the Commodores to a historic win, but 

i fth 


“Mackenzi Adams. ‘Spring practice was rough 
health-wise on receivers, putting pressure 
on unproven players. — 


WR ean alker, PK Bryant Hahnfeldt 


Vanderbilt's defense will have to keep the 
team in games while the offense finds its 
footing, particularly if Smith emerges as 
the starter at quarterback. Far from wide 
open under optimal circumstances, the 
Commodores may not generate a lot of 
points. Vanderbilt has to win the games it’s 
expected to win in order to make a second 
straight bowl appearance. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jamie Bryant 


STADIUM: Vanderbilt Stadium: 39,790 


After Bowl Win, Looking to Knock Down More Doors 


ee hasn't always been easily mea- 
sured for Vanderbilt. 

Even as the program was perceived to 
be making strides in the Southeastern 
Conference under Bobby Johnson, the 
logical result — victories — hadn't always 
followed. Not consistently, at least. 

That changed in 2008, as the Commo- 
dores snapped a 26-year bowl-less string 
and won a postseason game for the first 
time in 53 seasons, defeating Boston Col- 
lege, 16-14, in the Music City Bowl. 

“It was the next step we needed to 
take,” Johnson said following Vanderbilt's 
7-6 finish. “We were very glad to have the 
opportunity to play in a bowl and then to 
win it, against a good team like Boston 
College, gives us some credibility in the 
recruiting world. 

“There's definitely momentum, just 
in talking to recruits, potential donors 
and ticket buyers — all throughout the 
program. I think its paying off with the 
response we're getting, from recruits espe- 
cially. That’s always helpful.” 

In addition to an overall winning re- 
cord, Vanderbilt broke even in conference 
play for the first time since 1982 and fin- 
ished in the top half of the East for the 
first time since divisional play began in 
IOS) 28 

“We were actually third in the (SEC) 
East and fifth overall,” Johnson said. 

“When you have success in the SEC, 
people notice that. They notice that you're 
competing in the highest conference there 
is. If you can do that, you must have a 
pretty good program. Not only the bowl 
success, but the success we had within the 
conference has helped.” 

Continuing to climb will be the goal for 
‘09, but again, it won't be easy. The league 
promises to be as competitive as ever. 

Still, returning nearly two dozen play- 
ers who had their fingerprints all over 
last season’s good fortune should help the 
program as it tries to maintain and move 


forward. 

Johnson said the impact of those play- 
ers, and the carryover from last year, was 
reflected through spring workouts. 

“When you have some success, and it 
wasn't too far back in history ... it gives 
them some opportunities to say, we can 
do this if we work at it and work hard, fill 
the holes that have been created by gradu- 
ation,” he said. 

“I think everybody's more motivated. 
When you're motivated, you practice bet- 
ter. When you practice better, you get bet- 
ter. We'll just continue to work hard and 
help keep this program at a higher level 
than it’s ever been.” 


OFFENSE 


Offensive production will be dictated 
primarily by Vanderbilt's line play. All five 
projected starters played extensively last 
season, starting together in the final four 
games — including a win at Kentucky 
that clinched bowl eligibility and the Mu- 
sic City Bowl win over Boston College. 

Left tackle Reilly Lauer has settled in 
at that spot after spending extensive time 
at defensive end. While he might be a 
little light (6-6, 275), veteran offensive 
line coach Robbie Caldwell likes his work 
in pass protection, his quick feet and his 
wingspan. 

Lauer’s continued development al- 
lowed sophomore Kyle Fischer to move 
inside to left guard. On the right side, 
Thomas Welch has continued to progress 
at tackle after coming into the program 
as a tight end and playing quarterback in 
high school. 

Eric Hensley also has transitioned from 
tackle to guard, giving the Commodores 
size on the interior. Senior co-captain 
Bradley Vierling holds down the center 
spot. 

The coaching staff likes Ryan Seymour, 
a redshirt freshman who moved from de- 
fensive tackle to offensive tackle during 
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Patrick Benoist 


the spring. 

The experienced line will help take pres- 
sure off young quarterback Larry Smith, 
who made his debut in the regular-season 
finale against Wake Forest and started the 
Music City Bowl. 

The redshirt sophomore appeared 
more comfortable in the offense through 
spring practice and gives the Commo- 
dores the pass/run threat they covet. 
Fifth-year senior Mackenzi Adams has 
been in and out of the starting lineup 
over the past two seasons and will give 
the coaching staff a reliable option 
should Smith falter. 

Jared Hawkins, who led the team with 
a career-high 593 rushing yards as a ju- 
nior, should be healthy after a foot injury 
sidelined him for the final two games of 
last season and in the spring. 

Behind him, Kennard Reeves, Gaston 
Miller and Jermaine Doster will battle for 
carries. Vanderbilt also signed three run- 
ning backs in February. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Larry Smith So. __ Has shown poise and a grasp of offense. Mackenzi Adams, Sr.” 


RB Jared Hawkins* Sr. Returning from late-season foot injury. Kennard Reeves, Jr. 


WR _ Alex Washington Sr.__ Adds gamebreaking speed. John Cole, Fr. 

WR _Udom Umoh So. Untested, but huge upside, Terence Jeffers, Jr. 
WR __Tray Herndon So. __ Transfer from Minnesota. Akeem Dunham, Fr. 
TE Brandon Barden* So. Top returning pass catcher. Austin Monahan, Jr. 
LT __ Reilly Lauer* Jr. Undersized, but effective in pass protection. Ryan Seymour, Fr. 
LG Kyle Fischer* So. Combines size and speed. Ryan Custer, Sr. 

C Bradley Vierling* Sr. Gritty leader up front. Chris Aaron, Jr, 

RG _ Eric Hensley* Sr. Moved inside from tackle as junior. Joey Bailey, Jr. 

RT Thomas Welch* Sr. Converted TE, utilizes quickness. James Williams, So. 
PK Ryan Fowler Fr. __Inexperienced, but accurate with strong leg. John Laughrey, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Broderick Stewart* Sr.___ Speedster returning from leg injury. Teriall Brannon, Jr. 
DT Greg Billinger* Sr. Coming off career year in ‘08. Rob Lohr, Fr. 

DT Adam Smotherman* Jr___ Became a key performer last fall TJ, Greenstone, So, 
DE Steven Stone* Sr. Solid against run and in pass-rush situations. Tim Fugger, So. 

LB John Stokes* Jt. __ Versatility a plus in Commodore scheme. Brent Trice, Sr. 

LB Chris Marve* So. Speed and strength makes him a playmaker. Tristan Strong, Fr. 


LB Patrick Benoist* Sr. Led team with 109 tackles in ‘08. 


Nate Campbell, Jr. 


CB Myron Lewis* Sr. Set to become secondary leader. Jamie Graham, So. 
CB Casey Hayward So. Has shown a nose for the ball. Alan Strong, Jr. 
SS Ryan Hamilton* Sr. Heavy hitting playmaker; four ints in ‘08. Micah Powell, Fr. 
FS Sean Richardson So. __ Showed promise as a freshman. Joel Caldwell, Sr. 
P Brett Upson* Sr. Music City Bowl MVP. Richard Kent, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Graduation and injuries have thinned 
the receiving corps, but Brandon Barden 
caught 28 passes in ’08 to lead all fresh- 
man tight ends and Austin Monahan 
gives the team a second option. 

Among the wideouts, transfers Tray 
Herndon and Terence Jeffers will have an 
opportunity to boost the passing game. 
Herndon started seven games at Minne- 
sota in 2007 and caught 22 passes for 235 
yards, while Jeffers had 61 receptions for 
782 yards and seven touchdowns in two 
seasons at Connecticut. 

Senior Alex Washington can be a deep- 
ball threat, as well as Udom Umoh and 
John Cole. With Smith under center, the 
Commodores will likely look to stretch 
the field more often. 


DEFENSE 


A defense that allowed just under 20 
points per game last fall returns largely in- 
tact, although the two exceptions — cor- 
nerback D.J. Moore and safety Reshard 


Langford — are both gone to the NFL. 

At cornerback, the staff has been 
pleased with the play of sophomores 
Casey Hayward and Jamie Graham. 
Hayward was effective on special teams 
and in a backup role at corner as a true 
freshman, while Graham got his feet 
wet at cornerback while redshirting two 
seasons ago before breaking into the re- 
ceiver rotation last fall. His athleticism 
and Moore’s early departure prompted 
the Commodore coaches to move him 
back to defense. 

Also, junior Alan Strong is one of the 
fastest players on the roster but hasn't 
been able to parlay that into extensive 
playing time. He'll get work at both 
corner and as the fifth defensive back in 
passing situations. 

Sean Richardson, who — like Hayward 
— played as a true freshman last season, 
is the heir apparent to Langford at free 
safety. A three-sport prep standout, Rich- 
ardson has already made his mark on the 
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TE Mason Johnston 

Johnston comes from one of the top prep programs 
in Florida — The Bolles School in Jacksonville — and 
he was arguably the No. 1 tight end from the state. 

Johnston is versatile and can be flexed out. He can 

catch, run and block. 


ATH Eric Samuels 

Samuels can play a variety of positions and was one of 

the more underrated players from Florida. He has terrif- 

# ic speed and could play running back, receiver or in the 
secondary. 


WR Brady Brown 

Brown is productive and sure-handed. He had 170 
receptions for more than 2,000 yards in his final two 
| high school seasons. Brown also has good size 

| (6-5/200). 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Collin Ashley MH OOo 6-0 170 FlowerMound,TX Flower Mound, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 79 athlete by Rivals.com...Late addition to the Vanderbilt 
class...Had 71 catches for 955 yards and 17 touchdowns as a senior. 


Brady Brown WR OOO 65 200 Argyle, 1X Argyle 
Rated as the No. 61 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 58 
wide receiver...Caught 73 passes for 1,068 yards and 13 touchdowns as a senior... 
Holds Argyle High School career records for receptions (197), receiving yards (2,637) 
and touchdown catches (29). 


Mylon Brown 1 oo 65 295 Dade City, FL Pasco 
Nephew of the late’ former Philadelphia Eagles’ All-Pro lineman Jerome Brown... 
Chose Vanderbilt over Florida International and Western Kentucky. 


Justin Cabbagestalk OL OO 6&4 270 Seffner, FL Armwood 
Chose Vanderbilt over offers from Miami-Ohio, Ball State and Florida International... 
Earned team’s Offensive Lineman of the Year honor as a senior. 


Eddie Foster BB OOO 5-10 165 Colleyville, TX Heritage 
Rated as the nation's No. 66 cornerback by Rivals.com...Recorded 51 tackles and two 
interceptions as a senior. 


Jay Fullam oo 6-1 191 Chattanooga, TN McCallie School 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Had 78 tackles as a senior 
and finished his career with 253 total tackles and four interceptions...Chose Vanderbilt 
over Northwestern, Air Force and Navy. 


Charlie Goro B@ 6090 6-2 183 Park Ridge, I Maine South 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Completed 227 of 321 passes 
for 3,210 yards and 38 touchdowns for 14-0 8A state championship team as a senior. 


Wesley Johnson o ooo 6-5 248 Nashville, TN Montgomery Bell Academy 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 28 
offensive tackle. ..Member of 13-0 state championship team in 2007...Chose Vanderbilt 
over Auburn, Georgia Tech and Duke. 


Mason Johnston TE 000 6-4 235 Jacksonville, FL Bolles 
Rated as the No. 99 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 27 
tight end...Caught 24 passes for 330 yards and five touchdowns as a senior...Helped 
lead team to 2A state championship and undefeated record in 2008. 


Javon Marshall BOO 5-11 180 Huber Heights, OH Wayne 
Racked up 128 tackles as a senior...Chose Vanderbilt over Miami-Ohio and Air Force. 
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COMMODORES RECRUITING 2009 


Vanderbilt will look to land linemen on 


and a few linebackers. Look for Vandy to 
sign around 25 prospects. 


rivals.com z 


2010 NEEDS 


Committments 18 


Average Stars 2.72 


both sides of the ball. Look for the 
Commodores to also go after wide 
receivers, cornerbacks, a quarterback 


o 
OOOOS | 


Total Stars 49 
National Rank: 73 SEC: 12 


RB Wesley Tate 

Tate is one of many running back prospects headed to 
< Nashville, He’s a big back with deceptive speed. Tate 
or i was overlooked as a senior despite rushing for 1,301 

} yards and 18 touchdowns. 


THE SLEEPER 


By Jamie Newberg/Rivals.com 


Walker May DE Oo 65 210 Birmingham, AL Briarwood Christian 
Racked up 93 tackles, 17 tackles for loss and 15 sacks as a senior...Chose Vanderbilt 
over Arkansas State, South Alabama and UAB. 


Thad MicHaney rE oOo 6-5 240 Brentwood, TN Brentwood Academy 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 43 tight end...Had 10 catches for 105 yards and one touchdown on offense and 
35 tackles and five sacks on defense as a senior. 


Warren Norman RB OOS 5-10 188 Chamblee, GA Chamblee 
Rated as the No. 56 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 36 
all-purpose back...Rushed for 1,010 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior...Chose 
Vanderbilt over Georgia Tech and lowa State. 


Eric Samuels MH oo9o 6-0 187 Umatilla, FL Umatilla 
Rated as the nation’s No. 83 athlete by Rivals.com... Three-year starter at running back 
and defensive back. 


Blake Southerland 1B OOO 6-2 230 Norcross,GA Greater Allanta Christian 
Rated as the nation’s No. 80 inside linebacker by Rivals.com...Recorded 146 tackles as 
a senior...Chose Vanderbilt over Maryland. 


Zac Stacy RB OOO 5-8 189 Centreville, AL Bibb County 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 48 
running back...Rushed for 2,413 yards and 35 touchdowns as a senior. 


Wesley Tate RB OOO 6-2 210 Hendersonville, TN © Pope John Paul Il 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 70 running back...Rushed for 1,301 yards and 18 touchdowns as a senior. 


Trey Wilson B OOO 510 


178 — Shreveport, LA 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 50 
cornerback...Had 75 tackles and two interceptions in 2008. 


Evangel Christian 
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\i feb had only one significant injury dur- 
ing spring practice. Justin Wheeler, whose 


Chris Aaron Be , Palos Verdes, CA 97_John Laughrey St__ McKenzie 16 receptions and 145 receiving yards in 208 
Mackenzi Adams A _Tulsa,0K = 5_Myron Lewis 205 Sr. Pompano Beach, F_ were third among returning Commodores, tore 
Rob Ashabranner OG/C 6-2 . __ Beaumont,TX 54 Taylor Loftley , Chamblee, GA knee ligaments. 

Bo Baggerley 1B 6-0 ; __‘Forsyth,GA 4 fe ; Phoenixville, PA His availability this fall is in question, 

Joey Balley 4 Thsylie, AL 95 2 races although receiver Alex Washington tore his ACL 

cankatwiea 5 fieamarah | ai Gets ack ——— we during 2008 spring workouts and was back by 

= ns — : SS midseason. 

Borie Pare BS ON SPIRE. Tampa,Fl_ 27 Gaston Miller ‘TB 5-7 175 Jt Murfreesboro Wheeler, a senior, is considered one of the 

Patrick Benoist LB 6-0 ;___ Southlake, TX 5 Austin Monahan TE «6-6 7 Charlotte, NC leaders of the Commodores’ receiving corps. 

Greg Billinger DT —«6-3 ;_____Libum,GA 45, Austin Newton «LBSsé ; McDonough, GA ¢ A number of players were held out of spring 
fe pes Seen S88 Cot ht oe ; Park Ci Ur oan tae ites a = 
= areca % ain is ee SES Cer s Bs Linebacker John Stokes and cornerback 
— a hee 43 Micah Powell = S_—6-0 205 _Fr._ Tarpon Springs, FL_ Myron Lewis each underwent shoulder surgery. 
pL aNd aE BS Morris,AL 28 Kennard Reeves 1B 6-0 202 Jt. ~ Duluth, GA Defensive end Broderick Stewart was recovering 
§5 Richard Cagle OT 6-4 270 Fr. __—Houston,TX a os paint WR 5-9 “Santa Ana, CA from a broken leg suffered against Tennessee. 
29. Joel Caldwell SE Rae Noe Ne ene bao ; Linden, AL See eee Hawkins also injured his foot 
52 Nate Campbell 1B 6-3 220 Jr. Hazen, AR at oe A a against Ul, 

83 John Cole WR 5-11 170. Fr. Somerset, KY - Snes = a mi ara ° Bobby Johnson enters his eighth season at 
73 Ryan Custer Aho Toy,0H aS SS eatin Se + ANSTO the Vanderbilt helm, the program's longest ten- 
+ = ee 45 ‘Chavez Scott TB 5-7 190 Fr. Memphis: ure in more than 40 years. 
pl A SEE Ryan Seymour DL/OL 6-4 275 fr Kingsland, GA Art Guepe, who coached the Commodores’ last 
phn A A Pe Lorry Seth SU pooner Prattville, AL bowl-winning team prior to Johnson, led the 
41 Jermaine Doster 1B 5-10 204 So. | —_—_‘Tampa, FL eo iG MACE AT TT AN ae cnn program for 10 seasons (1953-62). Only Guepe 
22 Akeem Dunham WR 6-3 198 Fr Eustis, FL = — ; ee and Dan McGugin, who spent 30 total seasons at 
72. Kyle Fischer D108 661.908) So.) Columbia, sc. —"eoterlok Stowart’ (DE. 65225, “Sr. Newman; Gh” Vanderbilt (1904-17, 1919-34) have coached the 
51 Davis Flowers LB 6-1 220 So. Dothan, AL Mo ee ee team longer. ates ‘ ‘ 3 
oi Rvin ee A Ge Taylors,sc  %6StevenStone OE 6-5 (272 St _—Conway, AR Johnson's 27 Vanderbilt victories trail McGugin 
ies en Bt ae a 16 Alan Strong CB 5-10 175 Jr Atlanta, GA (197), Guepe (39), Red Sanders (36, 1940-48) 
2 Tie Faget SS DE EROS» 250150. Sa 00K BIO oe eres d Ray Morrison (29, 1918, 1935-39). 

24 Tristan Strong LB 6-1 225 Fr. Loganville, GA ap y epiigeae . 
12 JaredFunk QB 6-2 202 Jr Long Grove, Ib = a AS Vanderbilt finished the 2008 season with 20 
44 Michael Garcia LB 6-1 228 Jr. Jacksonville. «=A! DanSutton __18 61 220 So, _Tucker, GA interceptions — the most since the 1982 team 
69 David Giller SN 6-1 225 So. Swampscott, Ma 9% sohnell Thomas _DE 6-1 240 Fr __Orfando, FL picked off 24 passes. However, only two players 
25 Jamie Graham —_DB/WR 6-0 192 So. Nashville 24 RichTompkins “DB 5-11 185 So. _—_—Nashville involved in those 20 picks return. 


Cornerback Myron Lewis had five interceptions 
last year and safety Ryan Hamilton four. 
On the other hand, players accounting for nine 


82 JustinGreen TE «6-8 235 Jr Troy,AL -11_BrentTrice LB 6-3 210 Sr. Orange, VA 
74 T.Greenstone DT 6-3 278 So. Lawrenceville,GA 37 ElvioTropeano _S_ 5-9 205 So, _—_—Pomifret, CT 
2 _RyanHamilton FS 6-2 208 Sr. _—_—Wycombe,PA_ 23 UdomUmoh __WR 6-0 175 So. Fort Valley, GA of the Commodores’ 10 fumble recoveries are back 
31 Jared Hawkins ‘TB 5-10 195 Sr. —Spring, TX -:39._Brett Upson P 5-11 188 Sr. __ Griffin, GA — Hamilton (three), linebacker Chris Marve 
19 CaseyHayward DB 6-0 180 So. —_EIKo, GA 6-1 228 So. Jacksonville, FL (two) and Patrick Benoist, Brent Trice, T.J. 
66 Eric Hensley 66 315 Sr. Clinton 46 “Dione Vai = S$ 61 210 So. _ Goodlettsville Greenstone and Sean Richardson (one each). 


14 TrayHemdon WR 5-10 182 So. Jacksonville, FL Bradley Vierling C 6-3 294 Sr. Warminster, PA * It could be a long season for reserve tight 
2 oe ee a ee ae end Justin Green. The junior from Troy, Ala., has 


16 Terence Jeffers WR 6-2 220 Jr. Lawrenceville, GA. Mex Washington _WR 5-10 182 _Sr. Stone Mountain,@A_ } four career receptions — all against his home- 
93 JoshJelesky DE 6-5 248 Fr _—_—Naperville,L_-«« 76 ‘ThomasWelch —OT_—6-7_310_ Sr. Brentwood) state rivals (three vs. Alabama, one vs. Auburn). 
47 DeAndre Jones LB 6-1 225 Fr. Memphis 78 CalebWelchans OL «6-5 290 Fr. _ Wildwood, MO Neither Auburn nor Alabama is on the sched- 


91_Theron Kadri DE 64 250 Jr __—Brighton = 80. Justin Wheeler © WR 6-1. 180 Sr. _North Augusta, SC ule for 2009. 


ee dae oro stot __seome, | 
68 Reily Laver OT «6-6 275 Je Gates Mil, OH 


81 Turner Wimberly WR 6-1 195 Jr. Austin, TX 

© On Vandy’s state rivals: “(New Tennessee 
coach) Lane Kiffin said all this about Florida 
and Alabama. He better be concerned with 


, = = Vanderbilt. Vanderbilt will be a better team 

_ » Adams 49.4 than Tennessee.” 

Ni ; ; | ; 
4 aoa Alaa I © On the program's progress: “They're well 
ye Name , Long Avg/G coached and each year they seem to put more 
~ S. Walk 79 40.0 bs 

iG} 8 ai aan : ay 464 _ pieces of the puzzle together. They've gone from 
E i J. Graham ; 18 104 having a game or two a year where they gave 
>i people headaches to having six or seven a year 
#0 py rt, a er San where they've given people headaches, and 
> C. Nickson 4.2 6 59 45.2 they're winning more of those headache games.” 
o M. Adams 2.2 23. «(11.3 * On the talent level: “I think those guys do 
§ ; a great job coaching. They've got better talent 
Tackles: P. Benoist 109, C, Marve 105, R. Hamilton 104 than they used to have. I think when they win 
Heeragti hehe pa hy toot es M. Lewis 7 six ballgames, that's great. ... If you win six 
interceptions: D.J. Moore 6, M, Lewis 5, A. Hamilton 4 ballgames, you've had one heckuva year 

— (at Vanderbilt).” 
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Chris Marve 
program. His end-zone recovery of a punt 
that touched a Boston College returner 
was Vanderbilt’s only touchdown in the 
Music City Bowl win. He'll be pushed 
at safety by both fifth-year senior Joel 
Caldwell and redshirt freshman Al Ow- 
ens. 

Elsewhere, the Commodores have 
a nice mix of solid and standout per- 


formers. 
Defensive end Broderick Stewart, who 


Tennessee, is a dynamic pass rusher with 
16 sacks in three seasons and another 11 
quarterback hurries. 

At linebacker, sophomore Chris Marve 
and senior Patrick Benoist each finished 
2008 with 100-plus tackles. Marve has 
shown a particular ability to be where 
the action is and can make a play when 
the unit needs it. The same goes for se- 
nior strong safety Ryan Hamilton, who 
showed a nose for the ball (four intercep- 
tions, three fumble recoveries) in 08. 

Defensive tackles Greg Billinger and 
Adam Smotherman each stepped forward 
as run-stoppers who can also pressure the 
quarterback up the middle. Behind them, 
TJ. Greenstone will see plenty of playing 
time and redshirt freshman Rob Lohr had 
a good spring. 

Senior defensive end Steven Stone is 
strong against the run and can get to the 
quarterback as well. Tim Fugger, a con- 
verted tight end, gives Vanderbilt some 
depth at defensive end as do Teriall Bran- 
non and Theron Kadri. 

John Stokes and Brent Trice are in- 
terchangeable at the strongside line- 
backer position. Stokes was held out 
of spring practice following shoulder 
surgery, but has been a fixture for the 
past two seasons. Trice moved to line- 
backer from safety, and predictably has 
shown good pass coverage skills from 
his new spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Brett Upson, who had a breakout sea- 
son as a junior, returns to handle the 
punting chores. 

Last season, Upson averaged 40.1 yards 
on 68 punts, dropping 21 of his efforts 
inside the opponent's 20-yard line and 
booming 13 attempts of 50 yards or 
more. Upson earned bowl MVP honors 
after pinning Boston College deep in its 
own territory twice and bouncing a “rug- 
by” punt off a BC returner, allowing the 
coverage unit to recover the loose ball in 


BEST © 
the : = co 
BRIGHTEST 
MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 
LB Chris Marve 
As a redshirt freshman, 
Marve led the SEC with four 
forced fumbles, including a 
goal-line strip to virtually 
clinch the win at Ole Miss. 
.. His 105 total tackles 
were fourth in the league 
and second on the team, 
and his 56 solo stops led 
the Commodores. ... He was 
named to the SEC coaches’ Atl- Rrechinid first 
team and was recognized as a Freshman All- 
American. ... Marve started all 13 games for 


Vanderbilt, one of two current Commodores: to” 
start every game of his career. 


| EMERGING STAR 


CB Jamie Graham 

During his redshirt year in- 
2007, Graham worked at 
comerback. Only the depth 
at that position kept him 
off the field. ... After 
returning from a promising 
freshman season with the 
Vanderbilt basketball team, 
Graham moved to receiver 
during spring practice in 
“08 and contributed 125 receiving yards, 107 
rushing yards and 4 touchdowns last fall. 
Moving back to cornerback, Graham is expected 
to be high in the rotation at that position with 
senior Myron Lewis and sophomore Casey 
| TOP NEWCOMER 


PK Ryan Fowler 

After sitting last season 
behind four-year ~ starter 
Bryant Hahnfeldt, Fowler 
will have the opportunity 
to step in and take over the. 
kickoff and placement 
chores for the next four 
seasons at Vanderbilt. ... 
Highly touted out of the 
South Carolina prep ranks, 
Fowler earned all-state honors as a senior while 
punting and kicking. ... Boasting a strong leg, 
90 percent of his kickoffs resulted in touch- 
backs, ... He was equally impressive while red- 


broke his leg in the November loss to the end zone for a touchdown. shirting and during spring practice. 
2006 RANKINGS 2007 RANKINGS 2008 RANKINGS 19-YEAR WINNING TREND a 

OFFENSE PERGAME RANK OFFENSE PERGANE RANK | OFFENSE PERGAME RANK W at Miami (Ohio) 34-13 

Scoring 22 73 Scoring 21,7 93 Scoring 19.2 105 W  SOUTHCAROLINA 24-17 

Rushing 149.6 45 Rushing 150.2 59 Rushing 133.6 73 Ww RICE 38-21 

Passing 201.4 55 Passing 176.4 107 Passing 122.6 112 Ww at Ole Miss 23-17 

Total 351.0 52 Total 326.6 103 Total 256.2 117 W AUBURN 14-13 
L at Mississippi State 14-17 

DEFENSE PERGAME RANK DEFENSE PERGAME RANK | DEFENSE PERGAME RANK L at Georgia 14-24 

Scoring 23.7 65 Scoring 22.6 32 Scoring 19.6 21 L DUKE 7-10 

Rushing 156.0 91 Rushing 128.2 32 Rushing 144.7 69 L FLORIDA 14-42 

Passing 196.4 51 Passing 197.1 18 Passing 174.9 15 WwW at Kentucky 31-24 

Total 352.4 74 Total 325.2 16 Total 319.6 30 L TENNESSEE 10-20 
L at Wake Forest 10-23 

TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK TO MARGIN PERGAME RANK | TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Music City Bowl 

2 -0.17 74 -2 -0.17 73 +9 +0.69 19 % 0 10 20 30 40 50 6070 80.90 100] W = vs, Boston College 16-14 
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Reslaclva Moore? 
He Has it Covered 


yron Lewis will go into preseason 
workouts with a heavy load to 


shoulder. 

And that’s not just because of the spring 
surgery he underwent to repair a partially 
torn muscle in his left shoulder. 

Vanderbilt's senior cornerback will have 
the task of becoming the team’s premier 
coverage guy, following the departure of 
All-American D.J. Moore. 

“We're going to have to rely on Myron to 
do a lot of it,” Commodores coach Bobby 
Johnson said. “He's going to be the guy at 
the corner that we're going to look to.” 


From a performance standpoint, Lewis 
has proven himself up to the task. The 
Floridian will go into Vanderbilt's sea- 
son opener with a streak of 25 consecu- 
tive starts, and he’s been more than solid 
throughout his career. 

After spending most of his freshman 
year at safety, the 6-2, 205-pounder 
moved to cornerback as a sophomore. 
Since then, he’s contributed six intercep- 
tions and 125 tackles, along with 18 pass 
breakups, four forced fumbles and a pair 
of fumble recoveries. 

As a junior, Lewis — whose two older 
brothers, Hanik and Hamin Milligan, have 
each played in the NFL — terrorized op- 
posing quarterbacks with five intercep- 
tions and five sacks. For the year, he had 
76 total tackles (51 solos), with seven for 
lost yardage and six pass breakups. 

“D.J. was pretty unique,” Johnson said. 
“He had a knack that's hard to describe 
and hard to have unless you're a really 
good player. Myron’s close to that.” 

Twice last fall, Lewis came through with 
game-sealing interceptions for the Commo- 
dores, and on virtually the same type play. 

Tiptoeing along the sideline, he grabbed 
a pass inside the final two minutes to close 
out Vanderbilt's 14-13 win over Auburn 
and improve the team’s record to 5-0. 

After getting burned for a touchdown on 
a sideline route against Boston College, he 
pulled down a pass on the sideline with 
1:36 to play, and the Commodores were 
able to run out the clock for a 16-14 Music 
City Bowl win. 

Though he sat out Vanderbilt's spring 
workouts recovering from the shoulder sur- 
gery, Lewis anticipates being healthy and 
up to the challenge of being the Commo- 
dores’ shutdown corner this fall. 

“The labrum was partially torn, so we 
wanted to go ahead and get it fixed,” he 
said. “But it’s coming along well. I'll be 
ready for preseason practice.” 


While Upson also worked on place- 
ment kicks during spring practice, red- 
shirt freshman Ryan Fowler likely will in- 
herit that role. Senior John Laughrey will 
vie for the position as well. 

A number of Commodores will be eval- 
uated for return duties, including receiy- 
ers Alex Washington and John Cole, run- 
ning back Gaston Miller and cornerback 
Jamie Graham. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Vanderbilt took advantage of a strong 
start in 2008 to end a 26-year bowl 
drought, and the schedule sets up for the 
Commodores to open in similar fashion 
this fall. 

A Week 2 trip to Louisiana State is the 
most daunting game among the first four, 
and with Vanderbilt’s road success of re- 
cent years, the team isn’t likely to be over- 
whelmed by its first trip to Baton Rouge 
since 2004. 

However, eight of the Commodores’ 
foes played in bowl games last season and 
six won, so starting well will be a key toa 
second straight bowl appearance. 

Along with the Sept. 5 opener against 
FCS member Western Carolina, Vander- 
bilt entertains Mississippi State and first- 
year coach Dan Mullen in Week 3 before 
traveling to Rice. 

Ole Miss, a team the Commodores 
edged in Oxford last year, comes to 
Nashville to open October. Georgia -vis- 
its, as does Georgia Tech. November is 
highlighted by trips to Florida and Ten- 
nessee, 

— Maurice Patton 


SCHEDULE 


Date Opponent 08 Record 
Sept.5 WESTERNCAROLINA (3-9) 
Sept. 12 at LSU (8-5) 
Sept.19 MISSISSIPPI STATE (4-8) 
Sept. 26 at Rice (10-3) 
Oct. 3 OLE MISS (9-4) 
Oct. 10 at Army (3-9) 
Oct. 17 GEORGIA (10-3) 
Oct. 24 at South Carolina (7-6) 
Oct. 31 GEORGIA TECH (9-4) 
Nov. 7 at Florida (13-1) 
Nov. 14 KENTUCKY (7-6) 
Nov. 21 at Tennessee (5-7) 
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INDIVID ATISTICS 
PASS EFFICIENCY G CMP ATT INT PCT. YDS TD _ EFFIC. INTERCEPTIONS G NO. YDS TD LONG AVG/G 
1. Tim Tebow, Florida 144. (192 2084 44 2746 0172.4 1. Eric Berry, Tennessee 12 7 265 2 72 0.58 
2. Matthew Stafford. Georgia ee |” FE) 2. Ahmad Black, Florida 14 7 191 2 80 0.50 
3. Jevan Snead, Ole Miss 13.184 —327_— 13 563762 6145.5 3.DJ Moore, Vanderbilt 13 6 56 0 31 0.46 
4. Casey Dick, Arkansas Wi 20535714 57.4 2586 13 122.4 4. Reshad Jones, Georgia 13 5 $2 0 29 0.38 
5. John Parker Wilson, Alabama 14. 187,323 BS 57.9 2273 10: 122.3 Myron Lewis, Vanderbilt 13 5 3 0 1 0.38 
6. Jarrett Lee, LSU 1114326916 53.2 1873 14 116.9 6. Rashad Johnson, Alabama 14 5 125 2 54 0.36 
7. Chris Smelley. South Carolina 12. 169— 0215 56.0 1922 14 114.8 7. Marc. McClinton, Kentucky 12 4 20 0 20 0.33 
8. Tyson Lee, Mississippi State 11153-2605 58.8 1519 7113.0 8. Ryan Hamilton, Vanderbilt 13 4 103 1 79 0.31 
9. Mike Hartline, Kentuc 1172 311 8 55.3 1666 9 104.7 Brandon Spikes, Florida 13 4 93 2 52 0.31 
10. Chris Nickson, Vanderbilt 172. 61127, 38 48.0 545 8 100.1 Stoney Woodson, South Carolina 13 4 68 1 68 0.31 
RUSHING G ATT. YOS AVG. a) AVG/G SCORING ew a0 FG XPT 2xP PTS = PTS/G 
1. Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 13 250 1400 5.6 16 107.7 1. Percy Harvin, Florida 12 17 0 0 0 102 8.5 
2. Michael Smith, Arkansas 10 207 1072 5.2 8 107.2 2. Knowshon Moreno, Georgia 13 18 0 0 0 108 83 
3. Glen Coffee, Alabama 14 233 1383 5.9 10 98.8 Charles Scott, LSU 13 18 0 0 0 108 8.3 
4. Charles Scott, LSU 13 217 1174 54 18 90.3 4. Jonathan Phillips. Flonda 14 0 12 78 0 114 81 
5. Anthony Dixon, Mississippi State 12 197 869 4.4 7 72.4 5. Joshua Shene, Ole Miss 13 0 17 52 0 103 79 
6. Ben Tate, Auburn 12 159 664 4.2 3 55.3 6. Colt David, LSU 12 0 16 43 0 91 7.6 
7. Percy Harvin, Florida 12 70 660 9.4 10 55.0 7. Leigh Tiffin, Alabama 14 0 20 46 0 106 76 
8. Mark Ingram, Alabama 14 143 728 5.41 12 52.0 8. Blair Walsh, Georgia 13 0 15 50 0 95 73 
9. Arian Foster, Tennessee it 131 570 4.4 1 51.8 9. Ryan Suceop, South Carolina 13 0 20 30 0 90 6.9 
10. Dexter McCluster, Ole Miss 13 109 655 6.0 6 50.4 10. Michael Smith, Arkansas 10 10 0 0 0 60 6.0 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASS PLAYS TOT YDS/G PUNTING G NO. YDS LG AVG. RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC. YDS TD AVG/G 
1. Matthew Stafford, Georgia 13 _-40_-3459_438 3499 269.2 __1. Tim Masthay, Kentucl 13-53-2397 7245.2 ~_ 1. A.J. Green, Georgia 13 569638741 
2. Tim Tebow. Florida 14 673 2746 474 3419 244.2 — 2. Brian Mimbs, Georgia 13 47_—s- 2068 ~—77_~—«44.0 2. Brandon LaFell, LSU 13-63-9298 715 
3. Casey Dick, Arkansas 11-51-2586 429 2535 230.5 _ 3. Chas Henry, Florida 14441908 67_— 43.4 «3. Mohamed Massaquoi, Georgia 13-58 = 9208 70.8 
4. Jevan Snead, Ole Miss 1360 +2762 384 2822 217.1 _ 4. Jeremy Davis, Arkansas 12___ +57 248058 43.2 ~_4. Julio Jones, Alabama 1458 924 466.0 
5. John Parker Wilson, Alabama 14-6 2273 395 2267 161.9 _ 5. Clinton Durst, Auburn 1170204758 42.1 _5. Kenny McKinley, South Carolina _10_ 54 642_—4 64.2 
6. Jarrett Lee, LSU 11-97 1873 280 1776 161.5 _6.SpencerLanning, South Carolina 12 48 2019 53 42.1 _ 6. Mike Wallace, Ole Miss 1339S 784.7 —60.3 
7. Chris Smeiley, South Carolina 12__—-7_:1922_341 1915 159.6 _7. P.J. Fitzgerald, Alabama 1459242756 41.1 ~_ 7. DJ. Williams, Arkansas 12. -61_— 723, C3 60.2 
8. Mike Hartline, Kentucky 11-9 1666 335 1657 150.6 _ 8. Brett Upson, Vanderbilt 13 77_—*3113~— 6040.4 «_ 8. Shay Hodge, Ole Miss 13. 44—O725— 8558 
9. Kodi Burns, Auburn. 10411 1050 277 1461 (146.1 _ 9. Brady Dalfrey, LSU 1358 23825, 59 40.1. _9. Percy Harvin, Florida 12.40 — 644 753.7. 
10. Tyson Lee, Mississippi State 11 __37_ 1519 322 _1556_141.5 10. Chad Cunningham, Tennessee _12 25-988 5739.5 10. Dexter McCluster, Ole Miss 1344625 148.1 
TEAM STATISTICS 

TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G TOTAL DEFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P TD AVG/G KICKOFF RETURNS G NO yOS 1D AVG. 
1. Florida 14874 (6231 7.1 75 445.1 1. Tennessee 12__ 776 ~—3162_—4.1 14 (263.5 1. Kentucky 13 44-1161 2 26.4 
2. Georgia 13 826 5538 6.7 48 426.0 Alabama 14858 3689 4.3 23 263.5 2. Auburn 12 39 956 2 24.5 
3. Ole Miss 13860 5299 6.2 48 407.6 3. Florida 14896 «3994 4.521 (285.3 3. Tennessee 12 441037 0 23.6 
4. Arkansas 12. 821 4477 5.5 32 373.1 4. South Carolina 13804-3795 4.7 3291.9 4. South Carolina 13 481101 0 22.9 
§. LSU 13 886 _ 4785 54 48 368.1 5. Ole Miss 138483994 4.7 27 —307.2 5. Ole Miss 13 48 1056 1 22.0 
6. Alabama 14 902 4981 5.5 43 355.8 6. Georgia 13816 ~— «4056 55.041 3:12.0 6. Florida 14 38 815 0 21.4 
7. South Carolina 13 869 4115 4.7 27 316.5 7. Aubum 12. 777__ 381349 26 317.8 7. Arkansas 12 521104 1 21.2 
8. Aubum 12_ 810 3635 45 19 3029 8. Vanderbilt 138534155 4.9 28 319.6 8. Georgia 13 51-1076 0 214 
9. Kentucky 13 8593891 4.5 29 299.3 9. LSU 138464232550 32 325.5 9. Alabama 14 40 816 0 20.4 
10. Mississippi State 12782 3299 4.2 23 274.9 10. Mississippi State 12 767 _:3930._—-5.1__ 32 327.5 10. Vanderbilt 13 49 961 0 19.6 
11. Tennessee 12718 3225 45 22 268.8 11. Kentucky 138364321 —5.2 33 392.4 11. Mississippi State 12 53-1039 0 19.6 
12. Vanderbilt 13790 3331 42 27 256.2 12. Arkansas 12808 «4502 5.6 42 375.2 12. LSU 13 541053 0 19.5 
SCORING OFFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXP SAF PTS AVG SCORING DEFENSE G TD FG XPT 2XPDXPSAF PTS AVG PUNT RETURN AVG G NO yoS 1D AVG. 
1, Florida 14 82 12 81 0 0 1 611 436 1. Florida 1421 12 17 0 0 1 181 129 1. Georgia 13 24 422 1 17.6 
2. Ole Miss 13 52 17 52 0 0 1 417 32.1 2. Alabama 1425 9 23 0 0 200 14.3 2. Alabam. 14 49 701 4 14.3 
3, Georgia 13 52 15 50 47 #0 0 409 315 3. Tennessee 12.20 21 18 0 0 0 201 168 3. Florida 14 42 592 2 14.1 
4. LSU 1350 18 48 0 0 0 402 309 4. Aubum. 12.27 11:19 0 O 1 216 180 4, Auburn 12 21 273 1 13.0 
5. Alabama 14,52 20 46 1 #0 1 422 301 5. Ole Miss 13,30 13 28 0 0 0 247 19.0 5. LSU 13 31 380 1 12.3 
6. Kentucky 13 3614: «34 0 01 204 22.6 6. Vanderbilt 13 32 11 30 0 0 0 255 196 6. Ole Miss 13 36 380 1 10.6 
7. Arkansas 12.34 _ 9 30 1 +O 0 263 219 7. South Carolina 13 34 12 32 1 #0 0 274 21.1 7. Vanderbilt 13 32 320 0 10.0 
8. South Carolina _-13—- 30-20 30 00270 20.8 8. Kentucky 1336 29 34-0 0 1 279 215 8. Kentucky 13 41 386. 0 9.4 
9. Vanderbilt 13. 30 13 30 0 0 0 249 192 9. LSU 13 39 14 38 0 0 0 314 242 9. Tennessee 12 28 212 0 76 
10. Tennessee 12.26 10 22 0 O 0 208 173 10. Georgia 13,42 9 36 2 0 0 319 245 10. South Carolina 13 22 133 0 6.0 

Auburn 12.25 11 230 0 01208 17.3 11. Mississippi State 12-3517 33 _0 0 1 296 247 11. Mississippi State 12 32 173 0 5.4 
12. Mississippi State. 12. 23° 7 22 0 O 1 183 15.2 12, Arkansas 12.46 (17 45 0 0 1 374 31.2 12. Arkansas 12 15 80 0 5.3 
RUSHING OFFENSE G ATT YDS AVG. TD YDS/G RUSHING DEFENSE G ATT YARDS AVG. TD YDS/G PUNTING G NO YDS AVG/P RET AVG TB NET/P 
1. Florida 145453286 55.9 4231.1 1, Alabama 143911038827 5 744 1. Florida 14 45 1952 434 78 1.7 8 38.1 
2. Ole Miss 13 520-2424, 4.7_ 21 186.5 2. Ole Miss ACSA A oir 2i7 9 85.5 2. Arkansas 12_ 58 2468 426 174 30 5 37.8 
3. Alabama 14568 2585 4.632 184.6 3. Tennessee 12__ 444 1237 2.B 6103.1 3. Auburn 12.78 3212 412 197 25 4 37.6 
4. LSU 134952168 4.487 166.8 4. Florida 144401476 3.4 9 105.4 4. Georgia 1351 2175 42.6 121 24 7 37.5 
5. Georgia 13-426 1928 4.521 148.3 5. LSU. 1352420 1492" = 34 17 110.2 5. LSU 13 63 2538 40.3 127 20 3 37.3 
6. Aubum 12. 469-1650 3.5 1217.5 6. Georgia 134391590 3.6 24 122.3 6. Ole Miss 13 54 2099 389 89 16 2 365 
7. Vanderbilt 13 471__—«41737_—C 3.7138 —133.6 7. South Carolina 134761725. 3.6 23) 182.7, 7. Vanderbilt 13 82 3177 38.7 _ 125 15 6 358 
8. Kentucky 13444 1657_—3.7 18 127.5 8. Aubum 12° 408 1667 4.1 7138.9 8. Kentucky 1377 3213 41.7 253 3.3 12 35.3 
9. Tennessee 12.409 1475 3.614 122.9 9. Kentucky 13 477__—*1810=S 3.8 15 139.2 9. Alabama 14 61 2460 40.3 242 40 4 35.0 
10. Arkansas 12. 378 ~—:1362_—38G 13 113.5 10. Vanderbilt 1349118813813 144.7 10. Tennessee 12_ 69 2819 40.9 251 36 8 349 
11. Mississippi State 12.398 1207__— 3.013 100.6 11. Mississippi State 1244318114 119 150.9 “11. South Carolina 1349-2019 41.2222 45 5346 
12. South Carolina 13 -417_—«1223— 297 94.4 12. Arkansas 12 46120494420 170.8 {2. Mississippi State 12 82 3099 37.8 431 53 3 31.8 
PASS OFFENSE G COMPATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TDAVG/G PASS DEFENSE G COMP ATT INT PCT. YDS AVG.TD AVG/G TURNOVER MARGIN G+FUM +INT TOT FUM -INT-TOT -MAR 
1, Georgia 13 246 400 10 61.5 3610 9.0 27 277.7 1. South Carolina_13 189 328 14 57.6 2070 63 9 159.2 1. Florida 1449 26 85 BTS 1422 
2. Arkansas 12 253 443 18 57.1 3115 7.0 19 259.6 2. Tennessee 12 186 332 17 56.0 1925 58 8 160.4 2. Vanderbilt 13-10 20. 30 BOP A2NeIs +9 
3. South Carolina 13: 249_«452_-27 55.1 2892 6.4 20 222.5 3. Vanderbilt 13193 362 20 53.3 2274 63 15 174.9 3. Alabama 141015 2510) 9 
4. Ole Miss 13 190 340 15 55.9 2875 85 27 221.2 4. Mississippi State 12 169 324 8 52.2 2119 65 13 176.6 4. Kentucky 1314126 B13) 21 +5 
5. Florida 14 211 329 5 64.1 2995 9.1 33 213.9 5. Aubum 12_199 369 11 53.9 2146 58 19 178.8 5. Tennessee 12: 3. _-17__ 20 SGFORETES 42 
6. LSU 13 206 391 18 52.7 2617 6.7 21 201.3 6. Florida 14 242 456 26 53.1 2518 55 12 179.9 6. LSU a a 20 i 
7. Mississippi State 12 210 384 12 54.7 2092 5.4 10 174.3 7. Alabama 14 246 467 15 52.7 2651 5.7 18 189.4 7. Ole Miss 13) 7 — 16 __ 23° SiGmERISMs: 2 
8. Kentucky 13 227 415 13 547 2234 5.4 11 1718 8. Georgia 13 210 377 _11 55.7 2466 6.5 17 189.7 8. Georgi 13. S11) 16 ae --3 
9. Alabama 14 195 334 9 58.4 2396 7.2 11 171.1 9. Kentucky 413 188 359 12 52.4 2511 7.0 18 193.2 9. Mississippi State 12. 8 =8 16 8 12 20-4 
10. Auburn 42 184 341 13 54.0 1985 58 7 165.4 10. Arkansas 42_185 347 _11 53.3 2453 7.1 22 204.4 10. Aubum 12. = 7) 11_ 18) SOR oeG = 8 
11. Tennessee 12 153 309 9 49.5 1750 5.7 8 145.8 11. LSU 13 227 425 8 53.4 2800 66 15 215.4 11. Arkansas 12ST h Sa G 1825-9 
12. Vanderbilt 43 157 319 12 49.2 1594 5.0 14 1226 12. Ole Miss 13 _257_437 16 58.8 2882 6.6 18 221.7 12. South Carolina 13:13: "1427" _ ES <1 
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EAST 


WIEST 


PICKING 


THE C-USA 


With Jet-Fueled Offense, Houston Rockets to the Top 


W.. there be a changing of the 
guard in Conference USA's West 


Division? 

Tulsa has claimed back-to-back ti- 
tles, but Houston, under second-year 
coach Kevin Sumlin, is poised to over- 
take the Golden Hurricane. Houston 
returns quarterback Case Keenum, the 
league's Offensive Player of the Year, 
along with rising running back star 
Bryce Beall and 1,000-yard receiver 
Tyron Carrier. 

Keenum, a junior, passed for more 
than 5,000 (yes, 5,000) yards last 
season. He completed a league-best 
67 percent of his passes, tossing 44 
touchdowns. He was intercepted only 


11 times in nearly 600 attempts. 

The Cougars were one of three C-USA 
teams to score more than 500 points 
last season. They had 70 in a stunning 
blowout of West champ Tulsa. 

Tulsa will have to regroup after los- 
ing quarterback David Johnson (4,059 
yards, 46 touchdowns) and running 
back Tarrion Adams (1,523 yards, 14 
touchdowns), but coach Todd Graham 
is a master at the quick rebuilding 
project. 

In the East, Southern Miss possesses 
similar explosive ingredients as Houston. 

Sophomore quarterback Austin Davis 
passed for 3,128 yards and 23 touch- 
downs in his first year in coach Larry 


Conference USA Picks 


Fedora’s spread offense and was picked 
off only eight times. 

Running back Damion Fletcher, sus- 
pended in the spring for an off-campus 
incident, will return and attempt a 
fourth straight 1,000-yard season. He 
led C-USA a year ago with an average 
of 109.4 yards per game. 

And receiver DeAndre Brown has 
the talent and skill to compete for 
Offensive Player of the Year honors 
with Keenum. Brown, a highly touted 
member of Fedora’s first signing class, 
had 1,117 receiving yards as a fresh- 
man. He finished with 12 touchdown 
catches. 

— Phil Stukenborg 


Good news 


1. Southern Miss dangerous as sophomores. 


e- East Cernling Ge oierermenes 


3. Memphis 


Bad news 


- early to the NFL Draft. 


Drew (fifth-round pick) are gone. 


Our call 


QB Austin Davis, WR DeAndre Brown more Golden Eagles lost LB Gerald McRath a year Davis, Brown and RB Damion Fletcher combo could » 


shatter more offensive records en route to title. 


OB Patrick Pinkney was granted a sixth year LB Pierre Bell (100 tackles) and TE Davon With eight starters back on each side, Pirates ’ 


more than capable of winning the East again. 


" Influx of transfers give Tigers legitimate Tigers need consistency at QB, improvement Could challenge Southern Miss for division title, 


chance at first East title. in the secondary. but league road schedule is tough. 
U. Marshall Herd has RB Darius Marshall, TE Cody Slate, Marshall lost seven of its last eight a year Good enough to end four-year bowl drought and enjoy » 
: DL Albert McClellan. ago; needs better play from QB Mark Cann. first winning season since 2003 under Bob Pruett. 
5. UCF © Defensive front seven strong again; UCF ranked last in league in total and scor- Another difficult season, especially with games at » 
: 10 starters back on offense. ing offense last season. Southern Miss and East Carolina. 
6. UAB “UAB has 11 starters back on offense, led by Lost four starters on defense, including All- UAB beat UCF 15-0 to end last season and might 
: dual-threat QB Joe Webb. C-USA corner Kevin Sanders. have enough to finish ahead of the Knights. 
1. Houston * Major threats return: QB Case Keenum, Defensive losses include C-USA Defensive With so much offense, Cougars poised to end re 
: RB Bryce Beall, WR Tyron Carrier. Player of the Year Philip Hunt. Tulsa's two-year title run in West. 
2, Tulsa ( Eight starters are back on defense; back Heavy, heavy losses on offense, including Tough to get back to top, but never count outa 
‘ seven should be very good. QB David Johnson. Todd Graham-coached team. 
3. UTEP * Trevor Vittatoe (33 TDs last season) is PK Jose Martinez, RB Terrell Jackson, Schedule includes winnable road games; UTEP 
: C-USA’s second-best quarterback. LB Adam Vincent all gone. could break three-year bow! drought. 
UW. Tulane * RB Andre Anderson back from shoulder LT Troy Kropog completed his career and The talent level is not bad; there’s enough here for 
: injury; C-USA's top rusher? was taken in fourth round of the NFL Draft. six wins and a bowl bid. 
5. SMU Coach June Jones begins second year with QB Bo Levi Mitchell threw 23 INTs last sea- Season will be more entertaining, but a bowl berth > 
‘ potentially explosive offense. son; SMU last in rushing defense. may be another year off. 
6. Rice ’ Eight starters return on defense, led by Huge losses on offense: QB Chase Clement, Getting anywhere close to last year’s 10-3 season © 


all-league DB Andrew Sendejo. 


TE James Casey, WR Jarett Dillard. 


will be an impossibility. 
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i peg os enero. tees 7” 7 — ’ 
_ Lindy’s 2009 gents) 9) fe Mssan Monat 
+ ALL C-USA Team Sent. 12 East Carolina at West Virginia Champion 
i i Sent. 12 Houston at Oklahoma State Liberty vs. SEC 
i SSG METenacale 2) Sent. 19 Virginia at Southern Miss C-USA #2 _ 
" SMe rear Q Sept. 26 Texas Tech at Houston st. paar ies Big East 
QB Case Keenum a H F 
| - ayeren Q «Oct. 3 East Carolina at Marshall Armed Forces vs. Mountain West 
RB Damion Fletcher Sr. Southern Miss OP oct 14 Boise State at Tulsa 
| RB Bryce Beall So. Houston " 2 a3 : New ASE OA Ve Sun Belt 
WR DeAndre Brown So. Southern Miss The Oct. 17 Memphis at Southern Miss efamplon . 
WR Emmanuel Sanders Sr. SMU KI) Oct. 27 East Carolina at Memphis C-USA #5 
i TE Cody Slate Sr. Marshall «Oct. 31 Southern Miss at Houston Hawaii vs. WAC 
4 zt atk Bee ‘ ehar Bae Nov. 5 Virginia Tech at East Carolina C-USA #6 
{ yan Hebe southern Miss Texas vs. Big 12 or Navy” 
i OL Chris Thompson So. Houston Resa! Pavston) at Tit C-USA #7 
i OL Andrew Nierman Jr. Tulane . Nov. 14 Southern Miss at Marshall EagleBank vs. ACC** 
/ OL Terence Campbell Sr. — East Carolina — Nov. 15 East Carolina at Tulsa ie Leah : 
if Navy isn't bowl eligible or 
) AP Darius Marshall Jr. Marshall Nov. 28 Southern Miss at East Carolina Big 12 doesn't have an eligible team 
| PK Ben Hartman St East Carolina SrthArmy tent bows eligible 


DEFENSE - First Team 


DL Albert McClellan — St. Marshall 
| DL Bruce Miller Jr. UCF ee 
j DL C.J. Wilson Sr. East Carolina A 1. C.J. Wilson East Carolina Had 18.5 tackles for lost yardage in “08 
{ 5 ie Gray Jr. saath Miss >) 2. Coty Slate Marshall Has 19 career touchdown receptions 
| LB bataee vet i ane : 3. Van Eskridge East Carolina 97 tacklas, four interceptions in ‘08, 
I LB Nick Johnson Sr. — East Carolina Re 4, Emmanuel Sanders SMU Has SMU-record 27 career TD catches, 
DB James Lockett Sr. Tulsa ~))) 5. Damion Fletcher Southern Miss Three straight 1,000-yard seasons 
t af Ba ies % ss ea $ 6. Jay Ross East Carolina Had 9.5 tackles for loss, five sacks, in ‘08 
' DB. Andrew Sendejo — Sr. Rice Q|) 7. Brandon Brinkley Houston Broke up 15 passes fast season 
; P Ross Thevenot Sr. Tulane Q 8. DeAndre Brown Southern Miss Had 1,117 yards and 12 TDs in ‘08 
Q  Q. Albert McClellan Marshall Was 2006 C-USA Defensive Player of Year 
| QB Trevor Vittatoe Jr UTEP 10. Carlos Singleton ens A6-8 nightmare of a matchup for DBs 
| RB Andre Anderson Sr. Tulane 
| RB Curtis Steele Sr. Memphis 
) WR Carlos Singleton Sr. Memphis 
he Tyron Carrier So. Houston sak Pate iat i 
) TE Jeffery Anderson — Jr. UAB nsive ensive ewcomer 
i C- Sean Allen Sr. — East Carolina ig Player of ihe Weal the “_ 
| OL Terence Edge Jr. UAB : . 
FOL. Kyle Burkhart Sr Southern Miss Case Keenum DeAndre Brown C.J. Wilson Hendrick Leverette 
| OL Cw. Wood So. Marshall QB, Houston WR, Southern Miss DL, East Carolina ‘LB, Southern Miss 
/ OL Tyler Holmes So. Tulsa 
| AP Dwayne Harris Jr. East Carolina 
| PK Ben Bell Sr. Houston . ore —— 
Most Accurate Paice Case Keenum Houston 
r Strongest Arm Trevor Vittatoe UTEP 
: DL Torrell Troup Sr. UCF § ' Best Scrambler Joe Webb UAB 
t oe lied lle wif Marshall ~ {Coolest in the Clutch Case Keenum Houston 
i Pie: | Reggie Scott at Tulane S Toughest to Bring Down D Fletcher, RB Southern Mi 
| DL Jay Ross St. East Carolina C ee OLN ea SEU 
LB Pete Fleps dr SMU t Best Hands Carlos Singleton, WR Memphis 
/ LB Mike Bryan Sr. Tulsa 0 Most Dangerous Deep Threat DeAndre Brown, WR Southern Miss 
j LB Greg Jackson Sr. Memphis < Best Pass Blocker Chris Thompson, OT Houston _ 
f DB Corey Sonnier Sr. Tulane Ry Best Run Blocker Calvin Wilson, OT Southern Miss 
pecB veal Susy Sr. Southern Miss Best Pass Rusher C.J. Wilson, DE East Carolina 
j 0B DeQuan Bembry So. Marshall Best Cover Corner Brandon Brinkley Houston 
H DB“ Kenny. Sims uf Tulsa Special Teams Demon Martez Smith Southern Miss 
i P Chase Turner Sr. Houston 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Clay Helton 


~ At Mem 


nay lb - 
ears; oe eal as 


RE r URNING 5 TAR TE AS. 
12; 4 offense, defense, Kicker 


PLAYERS sera 


WR Duke Calhoun, WR Carlos Singleton, 
LB Greg Jackson, FS Alton Stari ete ee 
CB D. A. Griffin, CB Deante Lamar 


PRIMARY 5 TRENGTHS 


‘The offense could be one of the more es 
anced attacks i in C-USA. Memphis returns 
Steele, a 1 000-yard rusher, and t two of the 
program’s all-time leading receivers in 
Calhoun and Singleton. — 


' 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
There's uncertainty in two key areas. The _ 
‘Tigers had to replace four ‘starters on the 
offensive line, which had a lackluster — 
showing i in the spring game. And the : sec- 
ondary needs to become - more efficient to 
pereuees a pee i seven. i 


OL Brandon Pearce, C Philip Beliles, 
WR Earnest Williams, DL Clinton McDonald, 
pe Freddie TUES er 


“Memphis has recovered from slow prese 
each of the past two years to earn bowl 
trips, The Tigers need to start fast and fin- 
‘to do what they haven't done in 

i C-USA. While winning a divi- 
‘sion title is possible | with the talent coach 7 
h Tommy West has assembled, East Carolina 


obstacles i in the East. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: aay haan 


QB Arkelon Hall, RB Curtis Steele, 


and Southern Miss will provide difficult OL 


STADIUM: Liberty Bowl Memorial Stadium: 62, 380 


Bowl-veteran Tigers Seek Conference USA Spoils 


The bowl trips have been a boost to 
Memphis’ image. Not too long ago, the 
Tigers were riding a 32-year postseason 
drought. Now, they are in the midst of an 
unprecedented run: five bowls in the past 
six years. 

Naturally, the community, the fan base, 
the administration and coach Tommy 
West and his staff want more. 

Memphis is the only original member 
of Conference USA, which began play- 
ing football in 1996, to have never won a 
league or division title. This year’s version 
of the Tigers might be the first since the 
teams that featured running back DeAn- 
gelo Williams in the middle part of the 
decade to have a legitimate chance. 

Memphis returns Curtis Steele, the 
first 1,000-yard back since Williams, 
along with quarterback Arkelon Hall. 
There's depth, and height, at the receiver 
spot and a vastly improved defense, bol- 
stered by several Southeastern Confer- 
ence transfers. 

What might hamper Memphis’ chanc- 
es is a league schedule that has the Ti- 
gers playing at East Division contender 
Southern Miss, at West Division favorite 
Houston and at West Division two-time 
defending champion Tulsa. 


OFFENSE 


The Tigers return only four starters, 
but among those are quarterback Arkelon 
Hall, running back Curtis Steele and re- 
ceiver Carlos Singleton. 

Hall started in 2008, his first season af- 
ter transferring from a California junior 
college, and should be much more effec- 
tive running the Tigers’ spread offense, 
especially if he follows through with his 
offseason pledge and operates 10 pounds 
lighter at 215. 

He completed 191 of 335 passes for 


2,275 yards, with 12 touchdowns and 
7 interceptions last season. 

“He's throwing the ball better; he’s in 
much better shape; he’s running the ball 
well,” West said. 

Hall is likely to hold off Brett Toney, 
strong-armed Georgia Tech transfer By- 
ron Ingram and sophomore Tyler Bass, 
who is recovering from a knee injury. Hall 
will have plenty of firepower to direct. 

Steele, named the league's Newcomer 
of the Year, rushed for 1,223 yards last 
fall. He is only the fourth player in school 
history to surpass 1,000 yards in a sea- 
son. He'll be backed by Wisconsin trans- 
fer Lance Smith, who is getting a second 
chance after having legal issues during his 
time with the Badgers. 

Smith, who rushed for 436 yards on 71 
carries in 2007, had an impressive spring. 
His acceleration will be a factor in what 
could be the league's best rushing attack. 

Where the Tigers could really flourish 
offensively is at receiver. 

For the first time in their careers, seniors 
Carlos Singleton and Duke Calhoun will 
be on the field at the same time. Single- 
ton and Calhoun — who should finish as 
the school’s top two all-time pass catchers 
— had been sharing one of the outside 
receiver spots. 

Singleton is a go-up-and-get-it 6-8 re- 
ceiver with 19 career touchdown recep- 
tions. Calhoun has 144 career catches for 
2,058 yards. He might need just one game 
to break school records in both categories, 
although Singleton is not far behind (125 
catches for 1,858 yards). 

They'll be joined by spring game of- 
fensive MVP Marcus Rucker, a talented 
redshirt freshman who will back Single- 
ton, and speedy sophomore slot receiver 
Cam Baker. 

The key for the offense to become con- 
sistently productive will be having four 
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- 


new starting linemen mesh as quickly as 


possible. 
DEFENSE 


Seven starters are back, led by lineback- 
er Greg Jackson and defensive back D.A. 
Griffin, but the defense lost coordinator 
Tim Walton to the NFLUs Detroit Lions. 

If the defense is to continue making the 
strides it did under Walton, much of the 
improvement will come from the input of 
several talented transfers. 

Redshirt freshman defensive back 
DeRon Furr, who signed originally with 
Auburn, was the defensive MVP of the 
spring game and is poised to become a 
playmaking safety. He spent a spring with 
Auburn, but left during fall camp of his 
freshman year. 

Linebackers Jamon Hughes (Mississip- 
pi State) and Derrick Odom (LSU) will 
be factors, too, at a position group that 
returns three starters: Jackson, Winston 


Scouting Report: Offense 
2008 stats: 194.85 rushing (2nd in C-USA/22nd NCAA), 222.38 passing (7th/51st), 417.23 ypg total offense (5th/26th), 27.15 ppg (6th/48th) 


POS STARTER E YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Arkelon Hall* Sr. __ Returns as the starter; a powerful runner. Tyler Bass, So. 


RB Curtis Steele* Sr. __A1,000-yard rusher in ‘08, 5.6 ypc avg. Lance Smith, Jr. 

WR Duke Calhoun Sr. Fastest to 2,000 yards receiving at UM. Jermaine McKenzie, So. 
WR Cam Baker So. Speedy slot receiver had solid spring. Brian Hall, Sr. 

WR___ Carlos Singleton* Sr__At6-8, a nightmare match-up in red zone. Marcus Rucker, Fr. 

TE Deven Onarheim Jr. Strong hands, excellent size (6-7, 255). DajLeon Farr, Sr. 
RT__Ronald Leary So. _ Athletic lineman played backup in ‘08. Maurice Holloway, Fr. 
RG Dominik Riley* Jr. Lone returning OL starter, moves from LG. Malcom Rawls, Sr. 

C Brad Paul Jr __ JC transfer was No. 1 after spring. Robbie Hardie, So. 

LG Joel McCloud So. Moves over from defensive line. Michael Antonescu, So. 
LT _ Lionel Henderson So. Another ex-defensive lineman (in ‘07). Kindly Jacques, Jr. 


K Matt Reagan* Sr. Made 8 of 11 field-goal attempts. Vinny Zaccario, So. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2008 stats: 152.85 rushing (5th in C-USA/76th NCAA), 200.92 passing (3rd/52nd), 353.77 ypg t 


defense (3rd/57th), 27.15 ppg (4th/68th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Greg Terrell Sr. Returns to starting role in ‘09. Demetrius Culpepper, Sr. 
NT Tim McGee Jr. Missed 2008 with a shoulder injury. Charlie Bryant, Jr. 


DT _ Steven Turner Sr. Started six games in 2007. Justin Thompson, Jr. 
RE Jada Brown* Jr. __ Lone returning starter up front. Josh Weaver, Sr. 

LB _Jeremy Longstreet* Jr. Second-leading tackler in ‘08 with 80. Jamon Hughes, Jr. 
LB Winston Bowens* Jr. In third season as a starter. Jeremy Rockette, Sr. 
LB Greg Jackson” Sr. Had 11.5 TFLs and four sacks in ‘08. Derrick Odom, So. 
CB _Deante Lamar* Sr. Had 35 tackles and six pass breakups. Lavaris Edwards, So. 
CB CODA. Griffin* dr___ Best cover corner; had 64 tackles last year. Torenzo Quinn, Jr. 
SS __ Alton Starr* Sr. __ Led team with 90 tackles in ‘08. Darius Davis, So. 

FS _DeRon Furr Fr. __ Auburn transfer; MVP in spring game. Curtis Echlos, Jr. 


P Matt Reagan Sr. 


“Returning Starter 


Bowens and Jeremy Longstreet. 

The Tiger defense allowed 153 yards 
rushing per game a year ago, about middle 
of the C-USA pack, but could get a boost 
from defensive tackle Justin Thompson. 

Thompson, who played at El Camino 
(Calif) College, was one of the nation’s 
best junior college line prospects a year af- 
ter signing with Oregon. Thompson made 
several big plays this spring for Memphis. 

New coordinator Kenny Ingram’s pri- 
ority will be a secondary that must step 
up for the Tigers to survive in pass-happy 
C-USA. 

Furr is a solid start for Memphis, which 
has a strong cover corner in Griffin and 
a veteran returning safety in Alton Starr. 
Newcomers abound, including junior 
college transfers Torenzo Quinn and Tre- 
maine McKenzie. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Veteran kicker Matt Reagan returns, 


In first stint as team’s starting punter. 


Josh Booker, So. 


but it might be in a new role. 

Reagan, during an injury-interrupted 
junior season, was 8 of 11 on field goals, 
including 2 of 3 from 40 to 49 yards. 

He could take over the punting duties 
from departed Brent Sutherland, leav- 
ing the kicking duties to either fresh- 
man Paulo Henriques, a strong-legged 
freshman from nearby West Memphis, 
Ark., or walk-on Vinny Zaccario, who 
went 6 of 8 in Reagan’s absence last 
season. 

Zaccario defeated UAB with a late kick 
—a 25-yarder with two seconds left. 

The Tigers haven't returned a kickoff 
for a touchdown since 1996, although 
D.A. Griffin gives them a threat. He aver- 
aged 21.3 yards on 18 returns, including 
a long of 50, last season. 

Griffin also handled punt returns, aver- 
aging 8.3 yards, a figure that ranked sec- 
ond in C-USA. 

— Phil Stukenborg 


2009 WUwIW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


Linoy's Sports Annurats 189 


TIGERS RECRUITING 2009 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown Scnoot 
ADAMS, Dejarrius WR = 6-2, 205 Miami, FL El Camino College 


In 2008, had 25 receptions for 325 yards and two touchdowns... Third-team All-Dade County as a high school senior. 


ATTAWAY, Ryan DL = «65,270 Jacksonville, FL Camden County 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Georgia Top 150... All-State... As a senior, helped team to state championship... 
Played tight end and defensive end... Had 112 career knockdown blocks. 


DAMIS, Rod WR 6-0, 205 Memphis Wooddale 
Participated in spring practice... Originally signed with Ole Miss... Ranked No. 27 wide receiver nationally by Rivals. 
com...Had 45 receptions for 965 yards and 16 touchdowns as a senior... As a sophomore, had 618 yards receiving and 
scored 18 touchdowns, 


FOSTER, Billy WR = 5-10, 175 FL Lauderdale, FL College of the Sequolas 
All-Valley Conference as a return specialist in 2008... Had 30 receptions for 355 yards and three touchdowns... 
Had 216 yards rushing and scored three touchdowns... Played quarterback in high school... Team Player of the Year. 


GILCHRIST, Will QB 6-2, 200 Savannah Hardin County 
Rivals.com rated No, 22 dual-threat quarterback nationally and No. 1 quarterback in Tennessee... West Tennessee Player 
of the Year... Led team to four consecutive state playoff appearances... As a senior, completed 134 of 239 passes for 
2,131 yards and 29 touchdowns... Had 835 yards rushing and seven touchdowns... Had 5,743 career yards passing and 
71 touchdowns... Had 7,166 total career yards... Four-year letterman... Four-time All-District in basketball. 


HART, Ricky OUDL 6-3, 310 Folkston, GA Chartton County 
Atlanta Joumal-Constitution Georgia Top 150... All-State... All-Region offensive guard... Started on offense 
and defense. 


HENRIQUES, Paulo K 5-10, 200 West Memphis, AR West Memphis 
Two-time All-State... Averaged 43 yards per punt and made 9 of 13 field goal attempts as a senior... Ninety-four percent 
of kick-offs were touchbacks.,. Three-year letterman as punter and kicker. 


HIGHTOWER, Marcus WR (62,205 Memphis Whitehaven 
Memphis Commercial Appeal ranked No. 4 in Dandy Dozen... All-State... Played flanker, slot receiver, defensive back 
and return specialist. 


JOHNSON, Brooks TE 6-2, 235 Decatur, AL Decatur 
Tuscaloosa News Alabama Top 50... Honorable mention All-State... Played tight end and linebacker... Had 55 career 
receptions for 594 yards and nine touchdowns. ..Three-year letterman, 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown Scuoot 
MCKENZIE, Jermaine WR «6-3, 180 Bradenton, FL University of Miami 


Enrolled in January... Transferred from University of Miami... Rivals.com ranked No. 16 high schoo! wide receiver 
nationally and No. 17 player in Florida in 2006. 


MCKENZIE, Tremaine DB CG-0, 200 Bradenton, FL College of Siskiyous 
Enrolled in January... In 2008, had 33 tackles, 22 solo, one interception, eight passes broken up and one kick blocked... 
Will have three years to play. 


MILLER, Jordan OL = 6-8, 280 Kennesaw, GA Harrison 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Georgia Top 150... Honorable mention All-Cobb County as a senior... Three-year 
letterman. 


PAUL, Brad OL = 6-3, 290 Clear Lake, 1X Blinn College 
Enrolled in January... Helped Blinn to Southwest Junior College Football Conference championship... Signed with 
Illinols State In 2006 where he played one game in 2007 and transferred. 


POE, Dontari OL 63,335 Memphis Wooddale 
Rated No. 19 player in Tennessee by Rivals.com... As a junior, had 63 tackles and eight quarterback sacks... All-Metro 
in track as a junior, winning state shot put championship... Defended his title as a senior. 


POWELL, Randy OB 6-0, 200 Memphis Kingsbury 
Memphis Commercial Appeal Shelby-Metro Most Wanted Football Recruit in 2008... Two-time team captain... 
Played quarterback, free safety and kick return specialist... As a senior, had 436 yards rushing on 37 carries. 


QUINN, Torenzo DB 5-11, 183 Ruleville, MS — Mississippi Delta Community College 
Enrolled in January... Junior college All-State in 2008... Had 34 tackles, including four tackles for loss, and three 
interceptions as a sophomore... Had seven interceptions and allowed one touchdown pass in two seasons. 


ROBINSON, Jimmy OL = -&1,280 Memphis Fairley 


TNVarsity.com Tennessee Top 75... Four-year starter... As a senior, had 71 tackles and 15 quarterback sacks. 


SEISAY, Mohammed 0B «6-2, 200 Springfield, VA Fork Union Military Academy 
Had eight passes broken up and returned one biocked point after touchdown for 95 yards in 2008... All-District as a high 


school senior... Had four interceptions, 10 passes broken up and one fumble caused... As a junior, had three intercep- 
tions in one game. 


LINDSEY, Michael WR «6-3, 200 St Petersburg, FL Los Medanos College 
All-Golden Gate Conference... As a freshman in 2007, had 34 receptions for 776 yards and eight touchdowns... 
Returned 14 kicks for 380 yards and one touchdown. ‘SMITH, Derek DB 6-2, 195 Evergreen, AL Hillcrest 
Missed majority of 2008 season with an injury... Played running back and cornerback... As a junior, had 772 yards 
MCCOY, Jamie OL 6-3, 275 Hattiesburg, MS Hattiesburg rushing on 88 carries... Had 200-pius yards rushing in two consecutive games... Member of basketball team. 


All-Area... Three-year starter... Played tight end as sophomore and tackle in junior and senior seasons. 
Graded 95 percent and had 63 pancake blocks as a senior. 


MCDONALD, Mike DL «6-3, 220 


THOMPSON, Justin DL = 6-4, 290 Inglewood, CA El Camino College 
Enrolled in January... All-Mission Conference in 2007... Had 40 tackles, including nine solo, as a sophomore... 
As a freshman, had 36 tackies, including eight tackles for loss, four quarterback sacks and four fumbles caused... Played 
offensive lineman and defensive lineman in high school... Punter. 


Wilmington, NC Lackawanna Community College (PA) 
Northeast Conference Defensive Player of the Year... Had 17 quarterback sacks in 2008... Recovered two fumbles for 
touchdowns... As a high school senior, had 50 tackles and 17 quarterback sacks... Had 40 tackles and 16 quarterback 
Sacks as a junior. 


A LOOK AT THE TIGERS 


RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 


(6-7, 4-4) pe astro 2 RASSINGHT ee Teal Date Opponent Record 
L at Ole Miss 24-41 Soe en ee er Sept. 6 OLE MISS (9-4) 
L RICE 35-42 - aay 4 pi if op ee @ Sept.12 atMiddle Tennessee (5-7) 
L at Marshall 16-17 ET] «« «Sept. 19 TENNESSEE-MARTIN§ (6-4) 
vi NICHOLLS STATE 31-10 No. Yds Avg TD Long Sept. 26 MARSHALL (4-8) 
WENA ROE EES ee een ten Oct. 3 at UCF (4-8) 
W at UAB 33-30 §. Black 36 286 79 2 36 
L LOUISVILLE 28-35 TT Oe on 
L at East Carolina 10-30 Att Yds Avg 1D Long Oct. 17 at Southern Miss (7-6) 
Wi SQUTHERNIMISS®”" 96:90 fic’ tue, Segue) Meo Oct.27 EASTCAROLINA — (9-5) 
W at SMU 31-26 C. Jones 53 255 48 6 17 Nov. 7 at Toniosaes 6-7) 
L UCF 21-28 Nov. 14 UAB (4-8) 
wi TENE ASB Tees ovioee lackey T15-C. McDonald 73. Nov. 21 at Houston (8-5) 
St. Petersburg Bowl Sacks: C. McDonald 7, G. Jackson 4, three tied with 2 
Interceptions: M. Grandberry 2, five tied with one Nov. 27 at Tulsa (11-3) 


L vs. South Florida 14-41 
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AT A GLANCE 


2008 . 
7-6 overall, 4-4 C-USA (T-2nd, East) 


COACH 
Larry Fedora — At Southern Miss 
and overall: 7-6, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
16; 8 offense, 8 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Austin Davis, RB Damion Fletcher, 
WR DeAndre Brown, NT Anthony Gray, 
LB Martez Smith, FS Eddie Hicks, 

CB C.J. Bailey 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


A potentially explosive offense as Fedora, 

a successful offensive coordinator at 
Oklahoma State and Florida, welcomes back 
3,000-yard passer Davis, 1,000-yard runner 
Fletcher and 1,000-yard wide receiver 
Brown. 


_ POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Golden Eagles took a serious hit at 
linebacker. They lost Gerald McRath to the 
NFL a year early. Linebacker Tokumbo 
Abanikanda, the team’s No. 2 tackler 
behind McRath, completed his eligibility. 


KEY LOSSES 
LB Gerald McRath, LB Tokumbo 
Abanikanda, OL Wesley Housley, 
WR Ed Morgan, DL Eric Phillips 


_ OVERVIEW 


Most predict East Carolina will repeat as 
East Division champs with the return of 
quarterback Patrick Pinkney, who was 
granted a sixth year by the NCAA. But the 
Golden Eagles are Lindy’s pick to unseat 
the Pirates. Southern Miss returns eight 
starters on both sides of the ball and will 
have two players — Fletcher and Brown — 
who are capable of winning the C-USA 
Offensive Player of the Year award. 


here is bad news for Southern Miss 
Conference USA opponents, espe- 
cially those in the league's East Division. 

First-team preseason all-conference 
receiver DeAndre Brown, quarterback 
Austin Davis and coach Larry Fedora are 
on the same page entering their second 
season together. With Brown and Da- 
vis achieving a comfort level in Fedora’s 
spread offense midway through last sea- 
son, the Golden Eagles finished on a tear. 

Southern Miss won its last five games, 
ending the season with an overtime vic- 
tory against Troy in the New Orleans 
Bowl. The Golden Eagles outscored the 
opposition 136-35 in its final four regu- 
lar-season wins. 

Fedora arrived after successful stints 
as an offensive coordinator at Oklahoma 
State and Florida. In Brown and Davis, he 
has the foundation of what could become 
C-USA’ best offense at a program tradi- 
tionally known for its defense. 

Toss in durable senior running back 
Damion Fletcher and an always-depend- 
able offensive line, and the ingredients are 
there for a run at the East title. 

The schedule includes difficult league 
challenges at West Division favorite 
Houston and at-East Division defending 
champ East Carolina. 

Southern Miss opens against lower- 
division Alcorn State, but the rest of the 
non-conference schedule includes BCS 
conference teams. The Eagles are home 
against Virginia, and travel to Kansas and 
Louisville. 

That's challenging, but not an unsoly- 
able task. 

“If we'll go out, play hard and play 
Southern Miss-style football, then we'll 
have an opportunity to win this thing,” 
Fedora said. 

“Obviously we've got to take care of the 
football on offense and not give up big 
plays on defense. If we do that, we'll have 
a chance to win every game we play.” 


SOUTHERN MEE === 


~ STADIUM: M.M. Roberts Stadium: 33,000 _ 


How potent could this offense be? 

It should be very good considering the 
Golden Eagles return not only four start- 
ers on the line, but a 1,000-yard rusher, 
a 1,000-yard receiver and a quarterback 
who shattered the school’s freshman pass- 
ing records a year ago. 

The combination helped USM estab- 
lish a single-season record with 5,636 
yards of total offense. 

Senior running back Damion Fletch- 
er led C-USA with 1,313 rushing yards, 
his third straight 1,000-yard season. 
Fletcher, the program’s career rushing 
leader, likely will break Sammy Wind- 
er’s school touchdown record (39) early 
in the season. 

Fletcher has scored 36 touchdowns and 
is the reason the spread offense flourished 
in Fedora’s rookie season. 

Fletcher was suspended for spring 
workouts, however, after being arrested 
for firing a handgun during a February 
incident. He later pled guilty, and spent 
the spring doing what he needed to do to 
get back into his coach’s good graces and 
off suspension. 

Sophomore DeAndre Brown led the 
nation’s freshmen in receiving with 1,117 
yards, while scoring 12 touchdowns. 
Considered the nation’s top receiving 
prospect and the prize of Fedora’s first 
recruiting class, the only thing stopping 
Brown last season was a broken leg in the 
bowl game. 

His missed spring practice but is on 
schedule for a healthy return. 

The Eagles have good depth at receiver, 
including returning starter Gerald Bap- 
tiste, who caught 35 passes for 460 yards 
last year. Redshirt freshman Quentin 
Pierce showed signs of being a playmaker 
in spring. 

Sophomore quarterback Austin Da- 
vis set records of his own. He broke the 
school’s freshman passing records, throw- 
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ing for 3,128 yards and 23 touchdowns. 
He had eight interceptions. 

Back on the offensive line are Ryan 
Hebert, Cameron Zipp. Micah Brown, 
and Kyle Burkhart. 


DEFENSE 

Linebacker Gerald McRath, a first-team 
all-league pick, left early for the NFL — 
he was a fourth-round pick — but eight 
starters are back, including each member 
of the secondary. 

Free safety Eddie Hicks leads a defen- 
sive backfield that helped USM finish 
fifth in C-USA in pass defense. Hicks and 
strong safety Justin Wilson had four inter- 
ceptions each for Southern Miss, which 
finished third in the league with 17 picks. 
Wilson stepped up last year when veteran 
Chico Hunter was injured. 

It wasn't only the Golden Eagles pass 
defense that excelled. 

Southern Miss ranked fourth in rushing 


defense (139.7 yards per game) and didn’t 
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2008 stats: 192.46 rushing (3rd in C-USA/24th NCAA), 241.08 passing (6th/40th), 433.54 ypg total offense (4th/20th), 30.62 ppg (Sth/31st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BAGKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Austin Davis* So. Passed for 3,128 yards and 23 touchdowns. Martevious Young, Jr. 
RB _Damion Fletcher* Sr__Has had three straight 1,000-yard seasons. Tory Harrison, Sr. 
WR DeAndre Brown* So, __Led nation’s freshman with 1,117 receiving yards. Quentin Pierce, Fr. 
WR _ Gerald Baptiste* Sr. Averaged 13.1 yards per reception last season. Jordan McNair, Fr. 


WR _ Freddie Parham Sr. __ JC transfer in ‘08; will start in ‘09. William Spight, So. 


TE __ Jonathan Massey Jr.___ Four catches for 50 yards, two touchdowns in ‘08, Leroy Banks, Sr. 

RT Calvin Wilson Sr. _ Moved from LT during the 2008 season. Dyron White, Fr. 

RG Ryan Hebert* St. Honorable Mention All-C-USA last season. Alex Michael, Jr. 

C Cameron Zipp” Jf,___Set to begin second season as USM starter. Austin Quattrochi, Fr. 
LG Micah Brown* Sr. Overcame injury to start last eight in ‘08. R.J. Brown, Sr. 

(T__ Kyle Burkhart* Sr.__ Started final seven games in ‘08. Trevor Newsom, Jr. 
K Daniel Hrapmann So. Sophomore transfer from SE Louisiana. Justin Estes, Jr. 


*Returning Starter 


2008 stats: 139.77 rushing (4th in C-USA/58th NCAA), 226.31 passing (Sth/85th), 366.08 ypg total defense (4th/65th), 24.08 ppg (2nd/54th) 
BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT 
LE Deddrick Jones* So. 
NT Anthony Gray* Jr. 


Had 3.5 tackles for loss and a pass breakup in ‘08. 
Had six sacks and 7.5 tackles for loss last year. 


Willie Packer, Fr. 
Terrance Pope, So. 


DT Rolando Barragan Sf... Missed spring with injury, will be back in ‘09. Logan Hickman, So. 


RE —_ Roshaad Byrd* Jr. Had 3.5 tackles for loss and two. QB hurries in 2008.  Cordarro Law, So. 

LB Ronnie Thornton So. _ Played mostly special teams in ‘08. Tim Green, So. 

LB _ Korey Williams So. Made C-USA All-Freshman team; forced three fumbles. Hendrick Leverette, Jr. 
LB Martez Smith* Jr Punishing hitter had six tackles for loss last year. Brandon Davis, Sr. 

CB Andre Watson* Sr. __ Had three interceptions and 32 tackles. Kevie Thompson, Jr. 
CB C.J. Bailey” Jr. Two-year starter; 36 tackles and two INTs in ‘08. Marcal Robinson, Fr 
SS __ Justin Wilson* Jr. Started five games and had four interceptions. Chico Hunter, Jr. 

FS __Eddie Hicks* Sr. Second-team All-C-USA; had four INTs in ‘09. Kendrick Presley, So. 
P Bret Jefcoat Fr. __ First-team all-state in high school. Austin Davis, So, 
“Returning Starter 


allow an opponent to gain more than 
100 yards in the team’s final five games. 
Returning on the defensive line are nose 
tackle Anthony Gray, a second-team all- 
league selection, and defensive ends Ded- 
drick Jones and Roshaad Byrd. 

Redshirt freshman Willie Packer had a 
good spring — six tackles in the spring 
and should have a role at end in 


In addition to McRath, the Golden 
Eagles must replace linebacker Tokumbo 
Abanikanda. The pair led the team in 
tackles. 

Hard-hitting Martez Smith is the lone 
returnee at linebacker, but help should 
come from Hendrick Leverette, a trans- 
fer from Pearl River (Miss.) Community 
College, and sophomore Korey Williams. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Having Britt Barefoot complete his col- 
lege career meant more to the Golden Ea- 
gles then losing the best name for a kicker 


in college football. It meant the Golden 
Eagles would have to replace a kicker and 
a punter. 

Bareftoot averaged 40.6 yards per 
punt and made 9 of 15 field goals 
a year ago. Daniel Hrapmann made 
a bid for the starting job in the spring 
game by kicking a 35-yard winner as 
time expired. 

Hrapmann, a sophomore transfer from 
Southeastern Louisiana, and Justin Estes 
will battle for the kicking job. 

Freshman quarterback Bret Jefcoat 
might handle the punting duties. Jefcoat 
was a first-team all-state punter in high 
school. 

The return game should be in expe- 
rienced hands. Andre Watson ranked 
third in C-USA a year ago with a 7.7- 
yard punt-return average, and Freddie 
Parham ranked sixth in the league in 
kickoff returns. He averaged 22.1 yards 
per return. 


— Phil Stukenborg 
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ASSAD, Mujahid WR 6-1, 184 Mobile, AL Williamson 
Rivals.com rated No. 91 wide receiver nationally and No. 26 player in Alabama... Had 69 career receptions for 1,100 MARTIN, Will O60, 201 Madison Madison Central 
yards and 13 touchdowns... Returned a kickoff 95 yards for a touchdown... State champion in 100- and 400-meters as Jackson Clarion-Ledger second-team All-State... Region Most Valuable Ptayer as a junior... Had 96 tackles, two fumbles 
@ junior. recovered, two interceptions and scored two defensive touchdowns... As a sophomore, had 104 tackles. 


BELL, Jacoby AM = 6-3,210 D'iberville D'lbervilte NEWSOM, Trevor OL = 6-8, 290 Starkville ttawamba Community College 

Ranked No. 8 tight end in Mississippi by Rivals.com... Played linebacker and tight end... As a sanlor, had 122 tackles... Rivals.com rated No. 83 junior college player nationally... Three-time lawamba Offensive Lineman of the Week.. 

Had 31 receptions for 603 yards and 12 touchdowns... Had 296.yards rushing and two touchdowns on 26 carries. Graded at more than 80 percent on blocking assignments while averaging six knockdowns per game... Did not allow a 
quarterback sack. 


CAMPBELL, Chris QB 6-2, 180 Collierville, TN Briarcrest Christian 
Rivals.com rated No. 35 player in Tennessee... Completed 66 of 148 passes for 809 yards and four touchdowns as a PRESTON, Ed OL 6-4, 287 Bacliff, TX Dickinson 
senior... AS a junior, had 1,100 yards passing and 11 touchdowns. Ranked No. 72 offensive guard nationally by ESPN.com, 


COLLINS, Jamie ATH «6-3, 210 McCall Creek Franklin County RUE, David 3 6-5, 260 Monroe, LA East Mississippi Community College 
Ranked No. 68 quarterback ‘nationally and No. 21) player in Mississippl by Rivals.com... All-State... Led team to state Has three years of eligibility remaining... As a junior college freshman, had seven receptions for 94 yards and one 
championship game as a junior with more than 1,200 yards rushing and 1,000 yards passing. touchdown... Had eight receptions for more than 200 yards in high schoo! in 2005. 


GUERRY, Jonathan OL = 6-4, 290 Columbus New Hope 
Rivals.com rated No. 92 offensive tackle nationally and No, 29 player in Mississippi... Second-team All-State... All-Area 
as a junior. 


HANKS, Ryan tre 6-5, 235 Pace, FL Pace SMITH, Alex 0B §-11, 175 McCall Creek Franklin County 
Second-team All-State... Played defensive back and running back... Had 1,132 yards rushing on 196 carries as a 
senior... Had 30 tackles. 


SCHOENBERGER, Ben OL «6-5, 290 Pascagoula Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College 
Rivals.com rated No. 30 junior college player nationally... MACJC second-team All-South. 


Ranked No. 90 tight end nationally by ESPN.com... All-Area... As @ senior, had 11 receptions for 125 yards and three 
touchdowns. 


HARDY, Kendrick RB 6-0,200 Monticello Lawrence County THOMAS, Octavius DE 63,230 ~——Carroliton, GA Mt Zion 
Rivals.com rated No. 18 running back nationally and No. 11 player in Mississippi... Orlando Sentinel All-Southern All-Area.... As a senior, had 51 tackles and one interception... Had 392 yards rushing... Made 16 receptions for 213 yards 
Jackson Clarion-Ledger Dandy Dozen... Had 1,762 yards rushing and 17 touchdowns on 177 carries as a senior... and two touchdowns... Threw six passes for 56 yards... Top scorer and rebounder for basketball team... Long jumper 
District Most Valuable Player as a junior... Had 2,103 yards rushing and scored 29 touchdowns. for track team. 
JOHNSON, Jerrion DB 6-1, 195 Beaumont Perry Central THOMPSON, Martez OB «6-1, 180 Pascagoula Pascagoula 
Ranked No. 26 player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... All-Area,.. Played receiver and defensive back... As a junior, had Jackson Clarion-Ledger All-State... Sun Herald honorable mention All-South Mississippi... Had 44 tackles and four 
350 yards receiving and three touchdowns... Had 28 tackles, six quarterback sacks, six interceptions and 12 passes Interceptions as a senior... Had 32 receptions for 598 yards. 
broken up. 

WEST, Gerald DB 5-11,175 == Mobile, AL Faith Academy 
JORDAN, Justin WR 5-11, 190 Plano, TX Blinn College Ranked No. 22 player in Alabama by Rivals.com... As a senior, had 34 tackles, two interceptions and eight passes broken 
JCGridwire All-American... NJCAA All-American... Had 55 receptions for 715 yards and seven touchdowns as a sopho- up... Returned two kickoffs and four punts for touchdowns... Had 36 tackles, three interceptions and recovered one 
more... AS a freshman, had 30 receptions for 381 yards and five touchdowns. fumble as a junior... Returned one punt for a touchdown. 
LAMPLEY, Tracy AB 54,170 Waynesboro Wayne County WILSON, Deron DB 510,167 New Orleans, LA 0, Peny Walker 
Rivals.com rated No. 28 all-purpose back nationally and No. 20 player in Mississippi... Jackson Clarion-Ledger second- Rivals.com rated No. 81 cornerback nationally and No. 44 player in Louisiana... All-District as a junior... Had 30 tackles, 


team All-State... As a senior, had 1,162 yards rushing, 445 yards receiving, and scored 18 touchdowns... Had 1,248 {ive interceptions and 25 passes broken up... Member of state champion 4x100 and 4x200 relay teams. 
yards rushing and 14 touchdowns as a junior. 


WORRELL, Nathaniel OL 6-5, 265 Pearl Pearl 


Mississippi Association of Coaches All-State... Jackson Clarion-Ledger second-team All-State. 


LEVERETTE, Hendrick 1B O-1, 225 Purvis Pearl River Community College 
NJCAA All-Region... Had 97 tackles (40 solo), including five tackles for loss, one quarterback sack, one interception and 
one fumble caused as a sophomore... Had seven carries for 19 yards and two touchdowns... Ranked No. 20 outside 
linebacker nationally and No. 12 high school player in Mississippi by Rivals.com... As a senior, had 152 tackles (94) 
solo, including 14 tackles for loss. 


RESULTS INDIVIDUAL STATS SCHEDULE 
(7-6, 4-4 EEE ——E——E 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 51-21 Stata: Wey Sept.5  ALCORNSTATE —(2-10) 


A.Davis 261 454. «=«8:«457.5 3128 23 
at Auburn 13-27 Mcvaung 1 Meoaeten nt O6..%0 Sept. 12 UCF (4-8) 


atresia 71 ee ea 


MARSHALL 27-34 No. Yds Avg TD Long Sept. 26 at Kansas (8-5) 


iS D, Brown 67 1117 16.7 12 97 
APG) ae S. Nelson Bousoregivan aide 20 Oct. 1 at UAB (4-8) 


BOISE STATE 7-24 ‘G. Baptiste 35 460 13.1 2 ees 


W 
L 
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L 
L at Rice 40-45 Ry Pie LSHISHING ote. Sd Oct. 10 at Louisville (5-7) 
L 
W 
W 
W 
W 


at Memphis 30-36 At Net Avg TD! tong Oct. 17 MEMPHIS (6-7) 
D. Fl Oia 6:0) wal 

UAB 70-14 A bavs 195 508 83870 Oct. 24 TULANE (2-10) 
at UCF 17-6 T. Harrison 53 254 4.8 7 69 Oct. 31 senoustan (8-5) 
EAST CAROLINA 21-3 DEFENSIVE LEADERS Nov.14 at Marshall (4-8) 

at SMU 28-12 Tackles; G. McRath 137, T. Abanikanda 84, C. Hunter 68 
Tackles for loss: T. Abanikanda 11, G. McRath 9.5, A. Gray 7.5 Nov. 21 TULSA (11-3) 

New Orleans Bowl Sacks: A. Gray 6, G. Law 5, T. Abanikanda 2 

Interceptions: E. Hicks 4, J. Wilson 4, A. Watson 3 Nov. 28 at East Carolina (9-5) 


W vs. Troy (OT) 30-27 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dan Dodd 


TULANE 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Stanard 


STADIUM: Louisiana Superdome 69,703 


| AT A GLANCE 


2008 


| 2-10 overall, 1-7 C-USA (5th, West) 


| Bob Toledo — At Tulane: 6-18, 2 years; 
overall, 84-86, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 16; 8 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


| RB Andre Anderson, WR Jeremy Williams, 
C Andrew Nierman, DE Adam Kwentua, 
LB David Kirksey, P/PK Ross Thevenot 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
i When healthy, Andre Anderson and Jeremy 
Williams are among the best in the confer- 
ence at their positions. The defensive line, 
already deep, was strengthened when 
_ Reggie Scott was given a sixth season of 
eligibility. Ross Thevenot was the nation’s 
No 2 punter last year. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


| QB Joe Kemp unseated starter Kevin Moore 
in spring drills, but has very limited expe- 
nience. There's little depth on the offensive 
line and at linebacker. But, basically, when 
you're 112th in scoring offense and 106th 
in scoring defense, improvement has to 
come from everywhere. 


OT Troy Kropog, C Michael Parenton, LB Devin 
Holland, CB Josh Lumar, § David Skehan 


The team that finished last year with eight 
| straight losses, being outscored 101-13 in 
the last two games, was certainly not the 
one that gave Alabama and East Carolina 
all they could handle at the beginning of 
the season. So, there is a certain talent 
level on hand. There’s more harmony and a 
sense of urgency, but any program relying 
on freshmen to be key backups — and, in 
some cases, probable starters — still has a 
- long way to go. 


Wave's Rebuilding Continues After ‘Worst’ Experience 


Be Toledo, with 40 years of coaching 
experience, called the 2008 season the 
worst he’s been around. 

Given that his second team at Tulane 
finished 2-10, losing its last eight games 
— the final two by a combined 101-13 — 
there's little to argue with there. 

But it gave Toledo special urgency to 
try to reverse the fortunes of a program 
that has experienced six consecutive los- 
ing seasons and has the worst record in 
Conference USA games (7-25) since the 
league reconfigured in 2005. 

Toward that end, Toledo: 

¢ Fired defensive coordinator O’Neill 
Gilbert after just one season, replac- 
ing him with former New Mexico State 
and Colorado State coordinator Steve 
Stanard. 

* Opened up the quarterback com- 
petition in the spring with sophomore 
Joe Kemp unseating 2008 starter Kevin 
Moore. 

¢ Signed a well-regarded, albeit all- 
freshman, recruiting class, largely on the 
promise of immediate opportunity for 
playing time. 

Toledo also turned play-calling duties 
over to offensive coordinator Dan Dodd 
with the hopes of being able to better 
manage the overall program. 

The result? 

“Our players know that they are go- 
ing to have to compete every day and we 
will not tolerate an attitude that you don’t 
have to play hard to keep your job,” To- 
ledo said. “We're on the same page as a 
staff now, too. 

“Tm convinced we're headed in the 
right direction.” 

Still, this is a team that was derailed 
by a lack of depth last year — 17 season- 
ending injuries, nine of which required 
surgeries, two career-ending — and Tole- 
do is relying on freshmen to provide that 
depth, if not fill starting spots. 

“That's scary,” Toledo said. “But it’s 


where we are. When youre building a pro- 
gram, it’s hard to get there all at once.” 

Opening against teams that were a com- 
bined 21-6 last year — Tulsa and BYU — 
wont help the rebuilding. Neither will 
closing the season with three consecutive 
road games — the only team in the coun- 
try doing so. 


OFFENSE 


Sophomore quarterback Joe Kemp was 
on his way to being the starter last year, 
having replaced Kevin Moore against 
Houston, when he suffered a broken col- 
larbone on a late hit just two series later. 

More athletic than Moore, Kemp has 
finally mastered Toledo’s West Coast of- 
fense. 

Whereas Moore and 2007 starter An- 
thony Scelfo were counted on to be game 
managers, Kemp is looked on as more of a 
playmaker who can both throw downfield 
and escape the rush. 

Toledo has two proven playmakers on 
hand, if they can stay healthy. 

Running back Andre Anderson was 
fourth in the nation in rushing last year, 
averaging 125 yards per game, before suf 
fering a shoulder fracture against Rice in 
the seventh game. Anderson, who rushed 
for more than 200 yards last season in 
games against SMU and UTEP, was held 
out of contact this spring. 

Wide receiver Jeremy Williams was ay- 
eraging 16.2 yards per catch before suf- 
fering a knee injury against Army in the 
fifth week. 

Without Anderson and Williams, Tu- 
lane had no 100-yard rushing games and 
only one touchdown reception by a wide 
receiver. 

Tight end Cody Sparks has good down- 
field receiving ability but must improve as 
a blocker. 

There's been shifting along the offensive 
line. Pete Hendrickson is moving from 
right tackle to left, where he will be replac- 
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ing Troy Kropog. And Andrew Nierman, 
a two-year starter at right guard, is replac- 
ing four-year starter Michael Parenton at 
center. 

But spring practice ended without 
anyone adequately replacing Nierman at 
right guard. 

Another dimension to the offense 
should come from freshman D.J. Banks, 
a high school quarterback who is being 
counted on to be the team’s top return 
man, No. 2 receiver and occasional quar- 
terback in the “Wildcat” formation. 

Two other signees, Jordan Sullen and 
Devin Figaro, figure to be among the top 
receivers as well. 


DEFENSE 


Among other things, the biggest knock 
on former defensive coordinator O’Neill 
Gilbert was that his blitz-happy schemes 
were too difficult for the players to grasp. 

Steve Stanard simplified assignments, 


although it remains to be seen if a phi- 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2008 stats: 118.42 rushing (10th in C-USA/93rd), 221.25 passing (8th/52nd), 339.67 ypg total offense (Sth/80th), 16.67 ppg (11th/112th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Joe Kemp So. Won three-way battle in spring Kevin Moore®, Jr. 
RB Andre Anderson* Sr. Was 4th in country before fracturing shoulder J.T, McDonald, So. 
FB Antoine Duplessis So. Converted tight end adds receiving dimension Kasey Stelly*, So. 
WR Jeremy Williams* Sr. __ Knee injury ended 08 season after five games Alan Mitchell, Jr. 
WR ___ Casey Robottom* Jr. Only one TD reception in ‘08 Chandler Davis, So. 
TE Cody Sparks Jr. __ Better receiver than a blocker Tyler Helm, Jr. 

LT Pete Hendrickson” Jr. Started every game at RT in ‘08 Duke Krause, So. 

LG Harris Howard* So. Made five starts as true frosh in ‘08 John Landa, Sr. 

C Andrew Nierman* Jr. Two-year starter at LG moving to middle Kevin Leary, Sr. 

RG _ Tyler Rice Sr. Shakiest position on OL Joey Ray, So. 

RT Nick Landry* Sr. Showed more beef, power in spring Eric Jones, So. 

PK Ross Thevenot*/Sr. Had five FG attempts blocked in ‘08 Darren deRochemont, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2008 stats: 218.42 rushing (11th in C-USA/113th NCAA), 172.83 passing (1st/14th), 391.25 ypq total defense (6th/84th), 34.50 ppg (10th/106th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

LE Logan Kelley Sr. __ Best pass rusher with 10 career sacks Casey Blum, Fr. 

NT Reggie Scott* Sr.__ Sixth-year senior moving inside Cedric Wilson, So. 

NT Oscar Ponce de Leon Jr, ___ Earned starting spot with late surger in spring Chris Asumnu*, So. 

RE — Adam Kwentua* St. Steady three-year starter Brooks Cunningham, So. 
WLB Travis Burks Sr.___ Converted safety also returns kickoffs James McMurchy, Sr. 
MLB David Kirksey* Sr.__ Had impressive spring Darryl Farley, Fr. 

SLB _ Kristofar Rhymes So. Missed most of spring with hamstring problems Nate Austin, So. 

CB Charles Harris So. __ Rangy (6-3) player led team with nine PBUs Adam Krueger Jr. 

CB Phillip Davis J Gan expect challenges from freshmen Alex Wacha, dr. 

SS Chinonso Echebelem* Sr. _ Rebounded stronaly in spring from late-season woes — Corey Sonnier*, Sr. 

FS __ Alex Lauricella Fr.__ When healthy, best playmaker in secondary lan Harson, So. 

P Ross Thevenot Sr. __ Ranked No. 2 (45.8) nationally in ‘08 Darren deRochemont, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


losophy of staying in your base defense 
as much as possible will be successful in 
spread-happy Conference USA. 

The defensive line is clearly the strong 
point of the team. 

How strong? Reggie Scott, who was 
granted a sixth year of eligibility by the 
NCAA, was moved to tackle from end, 
where he started all 12 games last year ... 
and was listed as a starter at the end of 
spring. 

Senior Adam Kwentua has been a steady 
force at one end, and fellow senior Logan 
Kelley has proven to be a capable pass rush- 
er. Tackle Chris Asumnu was a regular as a 
true freshman last year, but lost his job in 
spring to Oscar Ponce de Leon. 

The linebacker corps is ridiculously 
thin. Projected starter Kris Rhymes missed 
almost all of spring with hamstring prob- 
lems. The other two likely starters, Travis 
Burks and David Kirksey, have a com- 
bined four starts between them. 

In the secondary, safety Alex Lauri- 


cella has playmaking skills but has had 
trouble staying healthy. Safety Chinon- 
so Echebelem and corner Charles Har- 
ris were starters last season and bring 
good experience while Phillip Davis re- 
places three-year starter Josh Lumar at 
the other corner. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


When you have to punt as much as Tu- 
lane did last year, you might as well have 
a good one. Ross Thevenot was just that, 
ranking second nationally at 45.8 yards 
per kick. 

Thevenot was less successful as a kicker, 
though, making only 9 of 20 field-goal 
attempts with five being blocked. Signee 
Ryan Rome certainly could replace Thev- 
enot there in the fall. 

D.J. Banks should give a boost to the 
return game. New deep snapper John Ed- 
wards is replacing four-year starter Craig 
Gelhardt. 

— Ted Lewis 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kim Helton 


AT At GLANCE 
2008 


4-8 overall, 3-4 C-USA (T-4th, East) 


Neil Callaway — At UAB and overall: 6-18, 
2 years. 


RETURNING STARTERS . 
18; 11 offense, 7 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Joe Webb, C Jake Seitz, RB Rashaud. 
Slaughter, WR Frantrell Forrest, RT Terence 
Edge, DE Anthony Bames, SS Chase Daniel — 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


UAB has three of C-USA‘s top playmakers 
in dual-threat QB Joe Webb, RB Rashaud 
Slaughter and WR Frantrell Forrest, so 
‘points shouldn't be hard to come by. The 
Blazers also possess one of the league's. 
best offensive lines, led by hard-nosed cen- 
ter Jake Seitz. The defensive line is deep 
and experienced. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


After losing its top three tacklers to gradu- 
ation, UAB will need to find some enforcers 
on defense. The Blazers also need to 
improve a pass rush that produced 15 sacks 
all last season. Special teams are also a 
Major area of concern after the loss of the 
holder, snapper and kicker/punter Swayze 
Waters to graduation. 


MLB Joe Henderson, FS Will Dunbar, 
SS Matt Taylor, K/P Swayze Waters 


Led by athletic QB Joe Webb and a deep set 
of skill players, the Blazers will have 
enough offense to score on anyone in the 
league. The big question is, will they be 
able to stop anyone? If UAB’s defense can 
rise to the challenge, the Blazers could 
possibly be in line for their first bowl berth 
since 2004. 
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DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Eric Schumann 


STADIUM: Legion Field, 71,594 


Blazers Hope Offense Can Lead to Coming Out Party 


eil Callaway has to feel good about 
his team’s progress as he enters year 
three of a rebuilding process. 

UAB, despite having to play mostly 
freshmen and sophomores the past two 
seasons due to scholarship limitations, 
has increased its win total in each of Cal- 
laway’s first two seasons. 

The Blazers still will be below the 
NCAA maximum of 85 scholarship play- 
ers when fall camp opens, but they are 
only a few players shy. Callaway indicated 
after spring practice that the Blazers will 
be in the “81 or 82” range heading into 
the season. 

Even though UAB will be a bit short- 
handed, the talent level is steadily improv- 
ing and so are the young Blazers. 

“The good thing is that the last two 
years, we have played a lot of freshmen 
and sophomores and many of them have 
started,” Callaway said. “Now, those guys 
are juniors and sophomores with some 
experience. I hope that will help us this 
season.” 

Speaking of experience, the offense re- 
turns 28 lettermen — 11 of those being 
starters. 

Under the tutelage of offensive coordi- 
nator Kim Helton — who was the head 
coach at Houston from 1993 to 1999 — 
the Blazers should be able to improve on 
last year’s averages of 22.8 points and 366 
total yards per game, which could parlay 
into more wins in a league not known for 
defense. 

The experience also will come in handy 
early because the Blazers open with two 
league games — Rice and SMU — before 
heading into a non-conference schedule 
that includes trips to Texas A&M and 
Mississippi. 


OFFENSE 

Joe Webb is arguably UAB’s best ath- 
lete ever at quarterback, but he must 
cut down on his turnovers if the Blaz- 


ers have any chance of competing for a 
bowl bid. 

Webb, who set the single-season C- 
USA quarterback record last season by 
rushing for 1,021 yards, accounted for 
3,388 total yards and 21 touchdowns, 
but his 16 interceptions were the third- 
highest total in the conference. 

The 6-4, 220-pound senior worked 
hard in the spring trying to improve 
his decision-making, showing positive 
results. During the final scrimmage, he 
completed 21 of 29 passes for 283 yards 
and three touchdowns without an inter- 
ception. 

Joining Webb as the team’s top play- 
makers are running back Rashaud Slaugh- 
ter and receiver Frantrell Forrest. 

Slaughter, a senior, ran for 514 yards 
and four touchdowns last season, and 
he also ranked second on the team in 
catches with 29. Callaway would like to 
improve on last season’s rushing aver- 
age of 168.9 yards per game, so look for 
Slaughter’s numbers to improve. Junior 
Justin Brooks and senior Jim Mitchell 
will provide experienced depth at tail- 
back. 

Forrest, a junior, ranked fifth in the 
conference in all-purpose yards a season 
ago and is one of the Blazers’ top big-play 
threats. He was one of nine Blazer receiy- 
ers to record at least 10 receptions last 
year, which speaks to UAB’s depth and 
talent at the position. 

Other wideouts who will play signifi- 
cant roles in the Blazers “multiple” offense 
includes juniors Mario Wright, Rodell 
Carter and Mike Jones, and seniors Mark 
Ferrell and Darryl Harris. Junior college 
transfer Nick Adams, who had an im- 
pressive spring, also will be in the mix at 
wideout. 

Senior Zach Lankford will be the starter 
at tight end. He'll be backed up by junior 
Jeffery Anderson. 

Senior center Jake Seitz and junior right 
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tackle Terence Edge are the standouts ona 
line that returns all five starters and solid 


depth. 


DEFENSE 

UAB ranked No. 106 nationally in to- 
tal defense last season but showed signs of 
turning the corner in its final three games. 
After allowing 37.1 points per game in 
their first nine contests, the Blazers yield- 
ed an average of 13.7 points to their last 
three opponents. 

UAB returns 23 lettermen — seven 
starters — on defense but one area of con- 
cern this spring was the lack of numbers 
at linebacker and safety, where the team 
lost its top three tacklers and four start- 
ers overall. Callaway expects the incom- 
ing recruiting class to aid both positions 
this fall. 

UAB’s strength will be the line, where 
ends Bryant Turner and Anthony Barnes 
return along with junior tackles D.J. Re- 
ese and Tim Davis. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2008 stats: 168.92 rushing (4th in C-USA/39th), 197.25 passing (10 
POS STARTER COMMENT 


6th), 366.17 total offense (7th/56th), 22.75 (8th/86th) 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Joe Webb* Sr. __ One of the most athletic quarterbacks in the country. David Isabelle, Fr. 
RB __ Rashaud Slaughter* Sr. Tough to cover coming out of the backfield. Justin Brooks, Jr. 
WR Mark Ferrell* Sr. __ Had a season-best five catches in the season finale. Nick Adams, So. 
WR __ Frantrell Forrest* Jr. Has led the team in receiving the past two seasons. Darryl Harris, Sr. 
WR Mario Wright* Jr. Had 243 yards receiving and a score in ‘08. Rodell Carter, Jr. 

TE Zach Lankford Sr. __ This pair combined for 39 catches, five TDs in ‘08. Jeffery Anderson, Jr.* 
LT Matt McCants So. __ Returns from team suspension poised to contribute. _ Willie Thompson, Sr. 
LG Daniel Seahorn Sr. __ Seahorn and Bulls will compete for this spot. Greg Bulls, Jr.* 

C Jake Seitz” Sr. Team leader and tenacious player. Caleb Thomas, So. 
RG Adam Hollifield* Jr. Hollifield and Koechner each started here last season. _ Jared Koechner, Sr. 
RT __ Terence Edge* dr. Has started 19 straight games and keeps improving. Greg Calhoun, So. 

K Trey Ragland So. Willenter the fall as the team’s No.1 kicker/punter. Josh Zahn, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


2008 stats: 167.00 rushing (7th in C-USA/88th NCAA), 262.92 p: 


ing (10th/108th), 429.92 total defense (9th/106th), 31.25 ppg (8th/95th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE __ Bryant Turner* Jr. Recorded a team-high four sacks in ‘08. Tim Davis, Jr.* 

DT DJ. Reese* Jr. _ Has started 23 straight games. Elliot Henigan, So. 
NT David DeCordova Sr. Really emerged during the spring. Nick Davison, So, 
DE Anthony Barnes* Sr. May blossom into a disruptive force. Derek Slaughter, Jr. 
LB Drew Luker So. __ Had productive spring after seeing time as a freshman. Darrion Wilson, Jr. 
LB Daniel White Fr. Enrolled in January and should see the field this fall. _Katrell Watters, So. 
LB Keon Harris* Jr. Team's top returning tackler. Lamanski Ware, So. * 
CB Brandon Carlisle Sr. __ Was sixth on the team in tackles with 46. Andre Hicks, So. 

CB Terrell Springs” So. __ Started the final six games and recorded 32 tackles. Marquis Coleman, So. 
SS Chase Daniel So. Smart football player who makes plays. Justin Smartt, Jr. 

FS __ Hiram Atwater Jt. Has.a lot of potential and should play early. Elliot McGaskin, Jr. 


P _Trey Ragland So. 


“Returning Starter 


Davis was moved to end this spring, 
however, to make room for senior Da- 
vid DeCordova, who ended the spring 
as the starter at nose tackle. Junior col- 
lege transfer Derek Slaughter also had an 
impressive spring and should make an 
impact at end. 

Junior linebacker Keon Harris started 
seven games a year ago and will open the 
season as a starter on the outside. Sopho- 
mores Lamanski Ware and Drew Luker 
could also see time on the outside. 

Sophomores Katrell Waters and Caleb 
Dyck also will have an opportunity to see 
significant action at linebacker, as could 
January enrollee Daniel White, who was 
listed as the starter in the middle after 
spring practice. 

Three starters must be replaced in the 
secondary, including All-C-USA cor- 
nerback Kevin Sanders. Senior Brandon 
Carlisle brings a lot of veteran savvy to 
the cornerback position, while sopho- 
more Terrell Springs started the final six 


Last year's punter, Swayze Waters, averaged 43.6 yards. Josh Zahn, Fr. 


games. Sophomores Andre Hicks, Mar- 
quis Coleman and Ugonna Amarikawa 
are experienced and should provide 
depth. 

Chase Daniel, who tied for third on the 
team in tackles, enters 2009 as the team’s 
starting strong safety. Junior college trans- 
fer Hiram Atwater and junior college 
signee Elliot McGaskin will compete for 
the opening at free safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Replacing All-C-USA_ kicker/punter 
Swayze Waters won't be easy. Sophomore 
Trey Ragland got the bulk of the kicking 
duties in spring practice, but he will be 
challenged by incoming freshman Josh 
Zahn. 

Frantrell Forrest, who averaged 21.3 
yards per return last year, and Rashaud 
Slaughter likely will share the kickoff re- 
turn role. Jim Mitchell and Nick Adams 
will battle it out for punt return duties. 

— Matt Lowe 
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Knights in A Box 


COACH: George O'Leary — At UCF: 26-36, 5 years; overall: 
78-69, 12 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Charlie Taaffe 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Dave Huxtable 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2007 

LAST BOWL: 2007, Liberty Bow! 

RETURNING STARTERS: 18; 10 offense, 7 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Rob Calabrese, RB Brynn Harvey, 

WR Rocky Ross, DE Bruce Miller, DT Torrell Troup, 

LB Lawrence Young, LB Cory Hogue 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The offense is filled with veterans, and 
Calabrese looks more comfortable as he approaches his sopho- 
more season after starting eight games as a true freshman in 
2008. The wide receiver position is deep. Six starters in the 
defensive front seven are back. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS; The secondary will have four new start- 
ers, including FS Derrick Hallman, who moved from linebacker 
to bolster the situation. Calabrese has to stay healthy because 
backup QB Joe Weatherford struggled in the spring with new 
coordinator Taaffe's spread offense. 


OFFENSE 

UCF returns 10 offensive starters, but a new- 
comer might make the biggest difference. 

Coordinator Charlie Taaffe inherits an offense 
that ranked last in the country, producing only 
113.3 yards rushing per game and barely more 
than that through the air (116.3). 

Taaffe plans to spread out the Knights and 
go downfield more in the passing game, and 
sophomore quarterback Rob Calabrese seemed to 
respond to that challenge in the spring. 

The Knights can make the spread work because 
of a deep receiving corps featuring the top three 
pass catchers from last year — Brian Watters, 
Kamar Aiken and Khymest Williams. Redshirt 
freshman Marquee Williams and two veterans 
returning from injuries — A.J. Guyton and Rocky 
Ross — should start before it’s all over. 

Tight end/H-back Corey Rabazinski, whose 
leg injury cost him half of the 2008 season, returns 
along with John Lubischer and Ricky Kay. Adam 
Nissley, who had six starts at tackle and six at tight 
end, is back in the mix at tight end. 

The line featured four first-year starters a year 
ago. That experience should pay off this year. New 
line coach Brent Key is still doing some tinkering, 
moving Nick Pieschel, who started seven games at 
guard, to the vital left tackle spot. 

There could be an interesting situation at quar- 
terback in the fall. Former Wake Forest backup Brett 


2009 Schedule 


2008 Results 


Hodges said he would transfer to UCF to take advan- 
tage of the NCAA rule that allows graduate students 
to play immediately at another school if their field of 
interest isn’t offered at their present school. 


DEFENSE 

The front seven is stout, led by tackles Travis 
Timmons and Torrell Troup, and linebackers 
Lawrence Young and Chance Henderson. Ends 
Bruce Miller, David Williams and Jarvis Geathers 
all had at least six starts in 2008. 

The front four might be the team’s strongest 
area, but linebacker is not far behind. Along with 
Young and Henderson, veterans Cory Hogue and 
Jordan Richards both return from injuries and 
should move into the starting lineup. 

The Knights have so much confidence in their 
linebacking corps they are moving junior Derrick 
Hallman, a starter there last year, to free safety. 

There's another, perhaps more pressing, reason 
for the move. 

The Knights lose all four starters from the sec- 
ondary. Johnell Neal, Sha’reff Rashad, Joe Burnett 
and Jason Venson ended their careers with 183 
starts and 50 interceptions. 

Some of the potential replacements did see some 
playing time last year, so they aren’t completely 
green. It didn’t help, however, that cornerback 
Emery Allen, a potential starter, hurt his leg in the 
spring and might not be ready in the fall. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Junior punter Blake Clingan averaged more 
than 40 yards a try last season. Sophomore Nick 
Cattoi, who shared the kicking chores with Derek 
Daly last year, should get the job to himself. 

Burnett was a standout in the return game. 
No successor was found in the spring. 


OVERVIEW 

Will the team’s recent up-and-down trend under 
coach George O'Leary continue? UCF is 8-27 in 
three even-numbered years under O'Leary. In his 
two odd-number seasons, the Knights are 18-9 and 
have played in bowls. The offense is there to get the 
Knights back to the postseason in 2009, but the sec- 
ondary has to hold up to make the defense work. 


2008 Rankings 


Sept. 5 SAMFORD f. = (4-8, 3-5) OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Sept. 12 at Southern Miss. W © SOUTHCAROLINASTATE 17-0 scoring 166 113 
Sept. 19 BUFFALO L SOUTH FLORIDA(OT) 24-31 ~——Bushing 113.3 98 
“Sept. 26 at East Carolina L at Boston College 7-34 Passing 116.3 115 
“Oct. 3 MEMPHIS . a bd | et oe ae 
Oct. 17 MRD ice saneeare3 429 DEFENSE = PERGAME RANK 
Oct. 24 at Rice Scoring 244 54 
; }L atTulsa 1949 Rushing 126.1 33 
[Nov. 4 MARSHALL | EASTCAROLINA (OT) 10-13 | Passing 207.7 58 
has i ; oa L SOUTHERN MISS 617 Total 333.8 43 
f Wat Marshall 30-14 
Nov. 24 TULANE == Wat Memphis 28-21 | — ae be 
“Nov. 27 atUAB LS UAB 05) b oe 


BRUCE MILLER 


_ BE 


Pos. Name 
QB Rob Calabrese* 6-2 218 8So. 
Joe Weatherford 6-4 206 So. 
1B Brynn Harvey* 6-1 202 = So. 
Latavious Mu 6-3 216 So. 
FB Brendan Kelly 6-3 225 Fr. 
Billy Giovanetti 5-11 223 Fr. 
WR Rocky Ross* 6-2 202 Sr. 
Brian Watters* 6-2 193 dr. 
WR Kamar Aiken* 6-2 211 Jr. 
Khymest Williams 5-10 179 dr. 
TE Adam Nissley* 6-6 254 So. 
John Lubischer* 6-4 250 Jr. 
iT Nick Pieschel* 6-7 284 So. 
Mike Buxton 6-8 317 dr. 
LG Theo Goins 6-4 320 Fr. 
Jarien Moreland 6-4 318 Fr. 
c Tan Bustillo* 6-2 302 Sr. 
Zac Norris 6-3 Bice 850; 


RG Steven Robinson 6-3 314 Fr. 
Wes Tunuufi Sauvao 6-3 304 dr. 


RT Jah Reid* 6-7 310 Jr 
Chad Hounshell 6-4 311 Fr. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Rte Wt ch 
DE David Williams* 6-2 212) dr. 
Darius Nall 6-3 253__—S0. 
oT Travis Timmons* 6-4 288 Sr. 
Chris Martin 6-5 279 Fr. 
oT Torrell Troup* 6-3 315 Sr. 
Rashidi Haughton 6-3 272 Jr. 
DE Bruce Miller* 6-2 258 «Jr. 
Jarvis Geathers 6-2 234 Sr. 
1B Jordan Richards 6-2 222 Sr. 
Loren Robinson 6-3 209 Fr. 
LB Cory Hogue 6-1 224 Sr. 
Chance Henderson* 6-1 240 Sr. 
LB Lawrence Young* 6-0 205 Jr. 
Alex Thompson 6-2 229 Sr. 
(8 Josh Robinson 5-10 181 Fr. 
Emery Allen 5-9 177 Sr. 
cB Darin Baldwin 5-11 200 Jn 
dustin Boddie 6-2 184 dr. 
ss Reggie Weams 6-0 191 Jr. 
Jarrett Swa 6-1 180 Fr. 
FS Derrick Hallman* 6-0 213 Jr. 
Vance King 6-0 189 Fr. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht Wt CL 
K Nick Cattoi 6-5 209 = So. 
P Blake Clingan* 6-3 228 «dr 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Pfowsrite 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Kragthorpe 


| Steve Kragthorpe — At Louisville: 11-13, 
| 2 years; overall: 40-35, 6 years 


: RETURNING STARTERS 
_ 18; 9 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO LATCH 
' RB Victor Anderson, WR/KR Trent Guy, 
WR Doug Beaumont, WR Josh Chichester, 
FS Richard Raglin, SS Daniel Covington, 
' LB Jon Dempsey, LB Antwon Canady 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
_ Anderson, one of the top runners in the 
| league, should be able to put up gaudy 
' numbers. Defensively, Louisville returns all 
| three of its starting linebackers, headlined 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 
Kragthorpe has four quarterbacks jockeying 
for a starting position. The wide receiver 
position has cumulative speed, but is thin 
on experience. The defense was so porous 
across the board last season that new coor- 
dinator Brent Guy can't be expected to work 
miracles overnight. The Cardinals need to 
develop a pass rush and then have some 
playmakers step up on all levels of defense. 


QB Hunter Cantwell, RB Brock Bolen, C Eric 
Wood, OT George Bussey, DL Earl Heyman 


Kragthorpe has six new coaches on staff 
after last season’s house cleaning. With the 
lack of a proven quarterback, how well the 
defense improves may actually define what 
Louisville does in ‘09. The schedule is 
demanding as trips to Kentucky, Utah, West 
Virginia and Cincinnati loom. Patience might 
need to be a virtue ... but will the adminis- 
tration be patient after a so-so season? 


LOUISVILLE 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Brent Guy 


STADIUM: Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium: 42,000 


Pressure Mounting to Bring Back Winning Ways 


Se Kragthorpe appears to be at a 
crossroads. This is a critical season for 
Louisville's third-year coach, who inher- 
ited some off-field problems from Bobby 
Petrino, but also took over a program ac- 
customed to winning and competing for 
big prizes. 

The Cardinals are only 11-13 under 
Kragthorpe, and it doesn't help his case 
that they lost the final five games a year 
ago, capped by a 63-14 defeat to Rutgers. 
Nor does it help that he ended spring ball 
with an uncertain quarterback situation. 

Louisville started out well last season, 
going 5-2 before running into trouble. 
The Cardinals gave up an average of 39 
points and 455.8 yards in the last five 
games, all Big East encounters. The Car- 
dinals struggled offensively as well, aver- 
aging only 16.6 points and 353 yards over 
the conference-ending stretch. 

Kragthorpe is on his way to establishing 
some continuity on the roster with 18 re- 
turning starters, but there are big changes 
on the sideline. 

Kragthorpe hired former Utah State head 
coach Brent Guy as his defensive coordina- 
tor. He brought in Antonio Goss, a former 
NFL player, from Middle Tennessee to be 
his special teams coordinator and safeties 
coach. Larry Slade came from the Univer- 
sity of Tennessee to coach cornerbacks. 

Jay Johnson, a former offensive coordi- 
nator at Southern Miss, was elevated from 
administrative duties to tight ends coach. 
Jeff Lewis, a five-year NFL backup quarter- 
back with the Denver Broncos and Caro- 
lina Panthers, will coach receivers after his 
promotion from an administrative role. 

Finally, Matt Wells joined Kragthorpe’s 
staff from New Mexico as the quarter- 
backs coach. 

The remade coaching staff is one of 
the signals that pressure is mounting on 


Kragthorpe to win ... right now. Louis- 
ville is getting impatient to return to the 
lofty levels it enjoyed when Petrino won 
41 games in four years. 


OFFENSE 


The Cardinals have had more than a 
decade's worth of quality quarterback 
play, but nobody emerged in the spring to 
think that trend will continue. 

There were as many as five quarterbacks 
in the mix, including a trio of juniors — 
Tyler Wolfe, junior college transfer Adam 
Froman and NC State transfer Justin 
Burke. The others are redshirt freshmen 
Zack Stoudt and Will Stein. 

Wolfe announced after the conclusion 
of spring that he would transfer. 

Kragthorpe said the competition will 
continue into the fall and that he might 
not choose a starter until just before the 
Sept. 5 season opener. He also would not 
rule out a two-quarterback scenario. 

The best guess is on Burke, who saw 
limited action in 2007 with the Wolfpack. 
He will try to replace graduated Hunter 
Cantwell, who was solid although he un- 
derachieved from preseason expectations 
last year. 

Doug Beaumont, Trent Guy, Josh 
Chichester and Troy Pascley supply the 
depth at wide receiver. Beaumont led the 
Cardinals and was fourth in the Big East 
with 62 catches for 750 yards, although 
he did not score a touchdown. The Car- 
dinals had only three 100-yard receiving 
days in 08; Beaumont had two of those. 

Chichester (6-8, 240 pounds) is a nice 
possession target, while Pascley led Lou- 
isville with four touchdown catches last 
season. Scott Long suffered a torn ACL at 
midseason and was out of spring ball, but 
coaches hope he will return in the fall. 

The running game will be Louisville's 
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Photo By David Durochik/Sportpics 
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strong point, led by sophomore Victor An- 
derson, who rushed 183 times for 1,047 
yards and 8 touchdowns last season. An- 
derson had five 100-yard rushing days, but 
tallied only 207 yards on 47 carries with 
one score in his last four games. 

Bilal Powell and Darius Ashley will figure 
into the rushing attack. Powell was a good 
change-up back from Anderson, averaging 
4.7 yards per carry on 75 attempts. 

The Cardinals lose two All-Big East 
performers on the line — center Eric 
Wood and tackle George Bussey. Jeff Ad- 
ams, who started all 12 games at right 
tackle, should be a key on the unit. Right 
guard Abdul Kuyateh has been a consis- 
tent performer. 


DEFENSE 


New coordinator Brent Guy has his 
hands full with a defense that ranked 
92nd nationally in pass defense and gave 
up 29.8 points per game. The Cardinals 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2008 stats: 164.5 rushing (4th in Big East/46th NCAA), 212.17 passing (4th/63rd), 376.67 total offense (3rd/45th), 24.67 ppg (6th/68th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Justin Burke Jr.___ Lexington native and NC State transfer. Adam Froman, Jr. 
RB Victor Anderson* So. Cards’ first 1,000-yard rusher since ‘05. Bilal Powell, Jr. 

WR Doug Beaumont* Jr.___Industrious competitor; makes tough catches. Trent Guy, Sr. 

WR Josh Chichester* Jr. At 6-8, will be relentless on fade routes. Drew Robinson, Sr. 
WR Troy Pascley* Jr. ___ Averaged 21 yards per catch in ‘08. Maurice Clark, Sr. 

TE __ Pete Nochta* Jr.___ Six starts in 12 games last season. Cameron Graham, Jr. 
LT Greg Tomezyk* Jr. Started six games at guard and tackle. Hector Hernandez, Jr. 
LG Mark Wetterer* Jr. __ Injuries cut short his ‘08 campaign. Josh Byrom, Jr. 

C Mario Benavides Fr. Work ethic has pushed him into starting role. Nick Egart, So. 

RG Abdul Kuyateh* Sr. __ Possibly has best footwork on this line. Conrad Thomas, Jr. 
RT _ Jeff Adams* Jr. Started all 12 games last season. Byron Stingily, Jr. 

K Chris Philpott* So. __ Went 1-for-3 in field goals as true freshman. Tim Dougherty, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2008 stats: 129.5 rushing (5th in Big East/37th NCAA), 239.33 passing (8th/92nd), 368.83 total defe 


h/70th), 29.83 ppg (7th’88th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Greg Scruggs So. _ Improved strength and size in the offseason. Malcolm Tatum, Jr. 
DT __ Tyler Jessen Sr. Coaches like ability as a role player. L.D. Scott, Sr.* 

DT —_L.T. Walker’ Sr. Could be key performer on defensive front. Joe Townsend, Jr. 
DE William Savoy So. __ Play-making potential gives him a shot. Rodney Gnat, Jr. 

LB _ Brandon Heath Jr___ Was a consistent contributor before injury. Chris Campa, Sr.* 
LB _ Jon Dempsey* Sr. Leading tackler looking for breakout campaign. Stephen Garr, Sr. 

LB Antwon Canady* Jr.__ Posted career-high nine stops vs. Rutgers. Dexter Heyman, So. 
CB Karldell Dunning So. _Inexperienced, but shows play-making ability, Agyei Williams, So. 
CB Johnny Patrick” Jr. Solid in coverage; Cards’ third leading tackler. Ravelle Sadler, So. 
SS __ Chaz Thompson Sr. __Inexperienced and will be challenged for spot. Daniel Covington, Sr.* 
FS __ Richard Raglin Sr. __ Missed final nine games in ‘08 due to injury. Josh Wiley, Sr. 

P Cory Goettsche* Sr. __ Looks to improve on 40 yards per boot average. Jon Payne, Jr. 


“Returning Starter 


also had a minimal pass rush, recording 
only 14 sacks. 

Louisville’s three starting linebackers 
return. Middle linebacker Jon Dempsey 
led the squad with 80 tackles. Brandon 
Heath, Antwon Canady and Dexter Hey- 
man will figure on the outside positions. 
Heath, slowed by injuries, moved from 
safety last season. 

A young, inexperienced line will have 
to grow into its job quickly. Defensive end 
Greg Scruggs, who started as a true fresh- 
man, could face strong competition from 
junior college transfer Malcolm Tatum. 
William Savoy could be a key playmaker 
at one end position. Rodney Gnat will see 
lots of snaps as well. 

A pair of seniors — Tyler Jessen and L.T. 
Walker — will man the inside of the line. 

Louisville lost three starting defensive 
backs to graduation, although Richard 
Raglin should return to his free safety 
spot after missing the last nine games with 


a broken wrist. 

Strong safety Daniel Covington was 
second in tackles with 66, while corner- 
back Johnny Patrick was third in stops 
with 50. The Cardinals have some skilled 
athletes vying for spots in the secondary, 
but there is a major lack of experience. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Louisville attempted only 11 field goals 
last season, making five, none longer than 
36 yards. Tim Dougherty, Ryan Payne 
and Chris Philpott return to battle for the 
kicking chores. 

Louisville was 111th in kickoff return 
yardage, averaging 18.8 yards per return, 
buta healthy Trent Guy should help make 
this unit more efficient. 

Kragthorpe will look for improvement 
at punter and in coverage. Senior Cory 
Goettsche returns to a position that net- 
ted only 34.3 yards per punt. 

— Ken Cross 
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CARDINALS RECRUITING 2009 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown 
WR «6-0,175 Palmetto, FL 


As a senior, had 52 receptions for 718 yards and 11 touchdowns. 


Palmetto 
Had 39 receptions for 


COPELAND, Damian 
All-State... All-Area, 
600 yards as a junior. 


EVANS, Zed OB «5-10, 181 Dallas, 1X Seagoville 
All-District... Played running back in final six games of senior season... Had 1,136 yards rushing and 15 touchdowns, 
averaging 9.1 yards per carry... Averaged 10 tackles per game as cornerback... As a junior, had 650 yards rushing. 


EVINGER, Joe OL 6-7, 340 Santa Clarita, CA 
Rivals.com rated No. 33 junior college player nationally... CCCFCA All-American 
Association... All-Northern Conference... Can play tackle and guard 


FARR, Sean WR 6-2, 180 Baltimore, MD Dunbar 
All-State as a junior... Had two consecutive 1,000-yard receiving seasons... As a junior, had 49 receptions for 1,383 
yards and 18 touchdowns. 


College of the Canyons 
All-Southern California Football 


FROMAN, Adam QB 6-3, 215 Santa Rosa, CA Santa Rosa Junior College 
JCGridwire All-American... NorCal Conference Offensive Player of the Year... Had state-leading 3,876 yards passing and 
40 touchdowns in 2008... As a high school senior, had 1,944 yards passing and 20 touchdowns. 


GEFFARD, Isaac 08 6-2, 186 Oakland Park, FL Northeast 
All-Sun Sentinel... Miami Herald second-team Ajl-County... Had 100 tackles, nine quarterback sacks and five fumbles 
caused as a senior. 


GEFFARD, Jacob 0B 
All-Sun Sentinel. 


6-2, 182 


Miami Herald second-team All-County 


Oakland Park, FL Northeast 


As a junior, had 89 tackles and three quarterback sacks 


HOLTON, Shenard RB «6-1, 195 Bowling Green Warren East 
Ranked No. 10 player in Kentucky by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State... Lexington Herald Class of the Commonwealth... 
Played linebacker and running back... Had 2,363 career rushing yards and 41 touchdowns. .. Had 97 tackles, including 
seven tackles for loss, three interceptions and two quarterback sacks as a senior... Had 1,312 yards rushing and 18 
touchdowns... Had 26 receptions for 456 yards and four touchdowns... Had 356 career tackles, including 24 tackles for 
loss, eight interceptions (three returned for touchdowns) and seven quarterback sacks. 


HIGH, Tim nv 6-2, 310 Harbor City, CA E} Camino Community College 
Had 24 tackles, including 2.5 tackles for loss, and 1.5 quarterback sacks in eight games at defensive tackle at 
El Camino... Played one season at UNLV before transferring to El Camino... As a high school senior, had 64 tackles, 
including 13 tackles for loss, and two quarterback sacks. 


LEE, Champ 0B sCG-1, 190 Lakeland, FL Lake Gibson 
Third-team All-State... Had 54 tackles, four interceptions and eight passes broken up as a senior... As a junior, had 
43 tackles and five interceptions 


MCCRAY, Boogie RB «6-2, 208 Nortolk, VA Lake Taylor 
Eastern District Player of the Year... Team Co-Most Valuable Player of the Year... As a senior, had 1,627 yards rushing 
and 18 touchdowns... Had seven receptions for 123 yards... Had 49 tackles and 14 quarterback sacks. 


A LOOK AT THE CARDINALS 
RESULTS 


INDIVIDUAL STATS 


Scuoot 


Pos. Hr. Wr. Hometown 


MILLER, Horace 1B £61,205 Baltimore, MD Baltimore Dunbar 
All-State... Metro Defensive Player of the Year... Helped team to 24 consecutive wins... Had 133 tackles, 29 quarterback 
sacks, six fumbles caused and three fumbles recovered as a senior... As a junior, had 90 tackles, including 25 tackles 
for loss. 


MITCHELL, Malcom DE 6-2, Stone Mountain, GA Dunwoody 
Atlanta Journal Constitution Georgia Top 150... As a senior, had 70 tackles and 10 quarterback sacks... Had 62 tackles 
and eight quarterback sacks as a junior. 


PACE, Preston DB O61, 195 Oroville, CA 


Helped team to junior college national championship and 12-0 record 


PHILON, Roy DE 64,275 ~—Lexington Bryan Station 
Lexington Courier Journal All-State, .. Played defensive end, defensive tackle and running back... Had 52 tackles, includ- 
ing 14 tackles for loss, five quarterback sacks, two fumbles caused and two passes broken up as a senior... Had 220 
yards rushing and seven touchdowns on 10 carries, 


Butte Junior College 
Runs 4.35 in 40-yard dash. 


PRIVOTT, Mike iB 5-10, 233 Norfolk, VA 
Rivals.com rated No. 44 linebacker nationally and No. 29 player in Virginia. 
132 tackles (96 solo) and two interceptions, returning one for touchdown 
as a junior. 


Lake Taylor 
Three-time All-District... As a senior, had 
Had 133 tackles and four quarterback sacks 


SMITH, Andrell WR (6-3, 188 Miami, FL 


Enrolled in January... Second-team All-Dade County... Had 35 receptions for 356 yards as a junior. 


SMITH, Hakeem DB «6-1, 170 Riverdale, GA Riverdale 


All-County safety... All-Conference wide receiver... As a senior, had 30 receptions for 650 yards and five touchdowns. 
Had 44 tackles and one caused fumble... Had 25 receptions for 700 yards and three touchdowns as a junior 


STOUT, Hunter OL 
All-Hillsborough County... Team captain. 
a senior. 


6-4, 266 Tampa, FL Wharton School 


Two-year starter at offensive tackle... Didn't allow a quarterback sack as 


TATUM, Malcolm DE = 6-3, 267 Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast Community College 


Second-team MACJC All-South as a sophomore... Had 35 tackles and 10 quarterback sacks. 


TEAGUE, Titus DB 510,175 + Pomona, CA Pomona 
All-League cornerback and running back, .. As a senior, had more than 1,000 yards rushing and scored 12 touchdowns 
Ran 100- and 300-meter hurdles for track team 


TOWNSEND, Joseph OT 6-4, 295 Los Altos Hills, CA 
Originally signed with Washington State in 2005... All-League on offense and defense as a high school sentor 
Sports Magazine Northern California Top 30... Two-time letterman on offensive and defensive line. 


WRIGHT, Jeremy RB 5-0, 183 Clermont, FL East Lake 
All-State... Had 4,133 career rushing yards and 43 touchdowns in three seasons... Holds state record for average 
rushing yards per game... As a junior, had 1,240 yards rushing and 14 touchdowns. 


Foothill College 


School 


SCHEDULE 


7,16) ———EE—E—————EE 
i 
L KENTUCKY 2-27 cmp A Int Pet Yas 1D Sept.5., INDIANA'STATE”~ (0-12) 
H. Cantwell 22 77 58.6 2493 16 
W  _‘TENNESSEETECH 51-10 MSimms 4 10 1 400 39 0 Sept. 19 at Kentucky (7-6) 
W KANSAS STATE 38-29 Sept.26 at Utah (19-0) 
rs Att Yds Avg 1D L Oct. 2 PITTSBURGH (9-4) 
P vast te na Hate 70 21 0 8 Oct. 10° SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI (7-6 
. J. Chichester 30 , 2 24 is | 
W at Memphis 35-28 C.Vaughn 21 201 96 «20 (7-6) 
W MIDDLETENNESSEE 42-23 er? OO OO 
W SOUTH FLORIDA 24-20 Ribs Yossavg? cD Long Oct. 24 at Cincinnati (11-3) 
V. And 183 1092 5.7 8 88 
L at Syracuse 21-28 BBAg rl BAe Sigal e Fae ros Oct.31 ARKANSAS STATE (6-6) 
B. Powell 75 362 «447 2 52 i 
L at Pittsburgh 7-41 Nov. 7 at West Virginia (9-4) 
‘i CINCINNATI 5098 an PAL PaaS RACUSE (3-9) 
Tackles: J. Dempsey 80, D. Covington 66, J. Patrick 50 
L WEST VIRGINIA 21-35 Tackles for loss: A. Grady 9, J. Dempsey 8, £. Heyman 7.5 Nov. 21 at South Florida (8-5) 
Sacks: E. Heyman 5, three tied with 2 
L at Rutgers 14-63 Interceptions: W. Turenne 5, three tied with one Nov. 27 RUTGERS (8-5) 
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Picking the Sun Belt 


Improving and Expanding League Chasing Troy Again 


he landscape and teams have 
changed drastically since the Sun 
Belt Conference formed in 2001. 

However, there has been one constant 
since 2004 — Troy. 

The Trojans, the defending league 
champions who joined the Sun Belt in 
2004, have been a permanent fixture atop 
the league standings ... and 2009 figures 
to be no different. 

Coming off an 8-5 season and a trip 
to the New Orleans Bowl, the Trojans are 
poised to make another run at a league 
championship. 

They also have a luxury that few Sun 
Belt teams have — two proven winners at 
quarterback. 

The Trojans lost starter Jamie Hampton 
to an ACL injury in the fifth game of last 
season. Levi Brown stepped in and threw 
for more than 2,000 yards and 15 touch- 
downs in the final eight games. 


Although Troy suffered a hit on the 
offensive line — losing two starters to 
graduation — it has ample talent up 
front and an outstanding stable of skill 
players. 

Better yet, the defense is again loaded 
and could be the key that leads the 
Trojans back to the New Orleans Bowl. 

That being noted, Troy will have plenty 
of conference competition. Most teams 
return the bulk of their starting lineups 
in what should be an overall stronger year 
for the league. 

Arkansas State certainly could challenge 
the Trojans, who visit the Red Wolves for a 
week-three showdown on Sept. 26. 

ASU is loaded at the skill positions, led 
by senior quarterback Corey Leonard and 
senior tailback Reggie Arnold, who could 
become just the eighth back in NCAA 
history to rush for 1,000 yards in four 
straight seasons. 


The Red Wolves also have a veteran 
defense and a line that is as dominant as 
any in the Sun Belt. 

Florida Atlantic started 1-5 last season 
before winning six of its last seven games, 
including a 24-21 victory over Central 
Michigan in the Motor City Bowl. 

The Owls probably lost more talent than 
any team in the league, but return enough 
to challenge Arkansas State and Troy. Senior 
quarterback Rusty Smith is a proven winner 
and has taken the Owls to two bowl games. 
State and Florida 
Atlantic might be the frontrunners, but 


Troy, Arkansas 


Florida International, Middle Tennessee, 
Louisiana-Monroe and Louisiana-Lafayette 
also could get in the mix. 

North Texas is coming off a one-win 
season, and Western Kentucky will offi- 
cially join the league this year as the 
league’s landscape changes again. 

— Monte Hale 


Sun Belt Conference Picks 


Good news 


1. Troy 


Bad news 


hit in the secondary to graduation. 


Our call 


“Best talent in league on both sides of ball; Lost two starters on offensive line; took a Troy will be tested in conference play, but the ™ 


proven winners at quarterback, 


Trojans are the clear pick. 


2. Arkansas State “ Red Wolves have outstanding and experi- Offensive line took some hits; conference This is Arkansas State's best shot in years to 


enced skill players on offense. 


_ foad schedule is difficult. 


make a run at the league championship. 


3. Florida Atlantic © Senior quarterback Rusty Smith is back, The Owls lost a lot of talent on both sides of It wouldn't be a surprise to see the Owls bowl 


along with 11 other starters. 


4. Florida Int'l. 


the ball, particularly on defense. 


on both sides of the ball. 


eligible or atop the league standings. 


© Coach Mario Cristobal has program on Golden Panthers still trying to develop depth FIU might not be ready to win the league title, 


upswing; WR T.Y. Hilton could be a star. 


but they will have a say in who does. 


5. Middle Tenn, © Nineteen starters return, including 10 on QB situation still somewhat iffy; Blue The Blue Raiders are coming off a five-win season. 


offense; roster back near 85 scholarship limit. 


© The Warhawks return 17 starters anda ULM doesn’t have an experienced quarter- If the Warhawks find a dependable quarterback, ™ 


defense loaded with talent and speed. 


© Ragin’ Cajuns return 17 starters, should Lost three star offensive players who Too many question marks on offense to proj- ™ 


have one of league's top defenses. 


Mean Green returns 18 starters; coach Could be the same ol’ defense; UNT allowed UNT should improve on its one-win season, 
Todd Dodge's son, Riley, is ready at QB. 


6. UL-Monroe 


7. UL-Lafayette 


8. North Texas 


Raiders lack experienced depth in backfield. 


back, and the defensive line is thin. 


accounted for 44 touchdowns in 2008. 


47.6 points a game last season. — 


They should match that and possibly get bow! eligible. 


they'll finish higher in the league standings. 


ect a higher finish for the Ragin’ Cajuns. 


but there are too many gaping holes. 


9. Western Kentucky “ Hilltoppers are eligible to compete in foot- © WKU didn’t beata FBS team last season and —The Hilltoppers are a good fit for the Sun Belt, », 


_ ball’s highest level for the first time. 


went 0-5 against the Sun Belt, 


but aren't ready to be an upper- echelon team. 
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| WR 
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| Lindy’s 2009 
| All-Sun Belt Team 


| OFFENSE - First Team 


Corey Leonard 
Reggie Arnold 
DuJuan Harris 
Jerrel Jernigan 
Cortez Gent 
Jason Harmon 
Chris Fisher 
Brad Bustle 
Dominic Padrta 
Danny Franks 
David Matlock 
T.Y. Hilton 
Josh Arauco 


Sr. Arkansas State 
Sr. Arkansas State 


Je. Troy 
Jr. Troy 
Sr. FAU 
Sr. FAU 


Sr.  UL-Lafayette 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 
Sr. Arkansas State 


Sr. Troy 
Sr. FAU 
So. FIU 


Sr. Arkansas State 


DEFENSE - First Team 


OL 
/ DL 
OL 
} DL 
| LB 
| LB 


Alex Carrington 
Brandon Lang 
Cameron Sheffield 
Aaron Morgan 
Boris Lee 
Cardia Jackson 
Bear Woods 
Josh Thompson 
Anthony Gaitor 
Jeremy Kellem 
James Truxillo 
Carlos Munera 


Sr. Arkansas State 


Sr. Troy 
Sr. Troy 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Sr. Troy 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Sr. Troy 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Jr. FIU 


Jr. Middle Tennessee 
Sr. UL-Monroe 
Sr. FIU 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


0B 
| RB 
| RB 
) WR 
| WR 
TE 
ic 

» OL 
OL 
OL 
+ OL 
AP 
| PK 


Rusty Smith Sr. FAU 
Cam Montgomery Sr. — North Texas 
Phillip Tanner Sr. Middle Tennessee 
TY. Hilton So. FIU 
Anthony McCall So. UL-Monroe 
Jamari Grant Sr. FAU 
Brad Serini Jr. FIU 
Jonathan Decoster Jr. UL-Lafayette 
Drew Hilton Jr. Arkansas State 
Lavoris Williams Jr. FAU 
Mark Fisher Jr. Middle Tennessee 
Desmond Gee Sr. Middle Tennessee 
Sam Glusman Sr. Troy 


> DEFENSE - Second Team 


} DL 
OL 
) OL 
ae 
) 1B 


Jamari Lattimore 
Josh Savidge 
Jermaine Council 
Khari Mays 
Antwyne Zanders 
Scott Bryant 
Grant Fleming 
Tavious Polo 
Alex Suber 
Gerren Blount 
M.D. Jennings 
Scott Love 


Jr. Middle Tennessee 
Sr. FAU 
Sr. FAU 
Sr. Arkansas State 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 


Sr. FIU 
Jr. UL-Lafayette 
Jr. FAU 


Sr. Middle Tennessee 
Sr. UL-Lafayette 
dr. Arkansas State 
Sr UL-Monroe 
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TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


S 
Q 
c 
c 
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S 
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Corey Leonard 
QB, Arkansas State 


: Florida Atlantic at Nebraska 

Sept. 12 
| Sept. 12 
| Sept. 12 
| Sept. 26 
) Oct. 3 

» Oct.6 
» Oct. 17 


) Nov. 14 


\ Nov. 21 
> Nov. 21 


| Dec. 5 


fi. Brandon Lang 
| 2. Alex Carrington 


4. Rusty Smith . FAU 


- 6. Gerren Blount 


) 10. Josh Jarhoe 


j Most Dangerous Deep Threat 
Best Pass Blocker 

_ Best Run Blocker Chris Fisher, C UL-Lafayette 

» Best Pass Rusher Alex Carrington, DE Arkansas State 

| Best Cover Corner Anthony Gaitor Florida International 


Bowl Connection 


Sun Belt Champion 


Sept. 5 
Troy at Florida 


Arkansas State at Nebraska 
New Orleans Bowl 
vs. Conference USA 


Sun 


BELT 


BELT 


Memphis at Middle Tennessee 
Troy at Arkansas State 
Arkansas State at lowa 
Middle Tennessee at Troy 
Mississippi State at Middle Tennessee 
Arkansas State at Florida Atlantic 
Troy at Arkansas 
UL-Monroe at UL-Lafayette 
Florida Atlantic at Troy 
Florida International at Florida 
Troy at UL-Lafayette 
Florida Atlantic at Florida International 


Nov. 14 


Py 


Nov. 21 


Nov. 28 


Great pass rusher, projected as a high draft pick, 
Led Sun Belt with 19 tackles for losses, 10.5 sacks in ‘08. 
Warhawks have a history of sending DBs to the NFL. 


. Troy 
. Arkansas St. 
3, Josh Thompson . UL-Monroe 
Slumped early last year; size, arm strength are intriguing. 
5. Cardia Jackson UL-Monroe 
. UL-Lafayette 
7. Tavious Polo . FAU 
8. Cortez Gent . FAU 


9. Boris Lee 


Led the Sun Belt in tackles and can fly to the football. 
Cajuns also have history of sending DBs to the NFL. 
Didn't build on a great freshman season, but still talented. 
Makes big plays at crucial times. 

Has been slowed by injuries, but is a great talent. 
Originally signed with Oklahoma; worth keeping an eye on. 


Most Offensive Defensive Newcomer 
Valuable Player of the Player of the of the 
Player Year Year Year 


Jason Bruce 
WR, Troy 


DuJuan Harris 
RB, Troy 


Alex Carrington 
DL, Arkansas State 


; Most accurate p passer Levi Brown Troy 
Strongest Arm Rusty Smith Florida Atlantic 
_ Best Scrambler Corey Leonard Arkansas State 


Coolest in the Clutch Rusty Smith Florida Atlantic 
Toughest to Bring Down Reggie Arnold, RB Arkansas State 
Best Hands Jason Harmon, TE Florida Atlantic 
Cortez Gent, WR Florida Atlantic 
David Matlock, OG Florida Atlantic 


Special Teams Demon T.Y. Hilton Florida International 
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Red Wolves in A Box 


COACH: Steve Roberts — At Arkansas State: 37-47, 7 years; 
overall: 86-80-1, 15 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Doug Ruse 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Corless 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST BOWL: 2005, New Orleans 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15, 6 offense, 8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Corey Leonard, RB Reggie Arnold, 
WR Jahbari McLennan, DE Alex Carrington, OB M.D. Jennings 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; ASU's ability to run the football with 
Arnold and Derek Lawson — as well as Leonard at quarterback 
— makes the offense very dangerous. Defensively, ASU does a 
great job shutting down the run. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: ASU lost some quality offensive line- 
men, so it must effectively rebuild the group. It faces a tough 
early stretch with a game at Nebraska, a home meeting with 
defending Sun Belt champion Troy, and a game at lowa. 


OFFENSE ASU lost an outstanding linebacker to gradua- Pos. Name Ht Wt Cl 
Although ASU took some graduation hits on tion in Ben Owens, who led the team with 87 tack- ma corey Lecnardé 6-1 207. Sr. 
the line, the returning skill players make this an les, but this SLOuD has a chance to be very good. Ryan’ Aplin 6-1 213 Fr. 
offense that might take a backseat to no one in the Junior Darious Glover was fifth on the team with RB Reggie Arnold* 5-9 219 Sr. 
CiniBeln@outerence 54 tackles last season, while sophomores Michael = tea an zu Se 
The Red Wolves return six starters from an Adams and Demario Davis have a bright future. Jermaine Robertson 5-11 230__So. 
offense that averaged 27 points a game last season. The secondary is full of playmakers, led by WR = Jahbari McLennan* = “5-11. 188 Sr. 
It starts with senior and three-year starting junior safeties M.D. Jennings (67 tackles, three Bariel Norman es 
° ; . ; and Evan Van Dolah, ; vell WR Brandon Thompkins* 5-9 180 = Sr. 
uarterback Corey Leonard, who is coming offan interceptions) and Evan Van Dolah, as well as 
q : y , : § : +rs Daylan Walker and Paul Steph Taylor Clements 5-10 183 Sr. 
exceptional season. He threw for more than 2,300 Se™or corners Daylan Walker and Paul Stephens. TE J.T. Jordan 6-4 274 Sr. 
yards and 16 touchdowns, while rushing for more ASU was opportunistic last season, averaging Trevor Gillott 6:2) _ 218-2 _ Sr. 
than 500 yards and four touchdowns. two turnovers per game. Plenty of returning experi- tT Kiano Prater 63 292 Sr 
Senior Reopie Arnolds hack afterirushine: & ence makes that number reachable again. Euan evans — 
enior Reggie Arnold is back after rushing for 1G Dominic Padrta® 64> 312 Si 
more than 1,000 yards for the third straight sea- Alfred Louis 63 306 Or 
son. He'll try to become just the eighth tailback in SPECIAL TEAMS C Tom Castitaw 63 297 or. 
NCAA history to rush for more than 1,000 yards The Red Wolves have one of the best weapons see Se 
in four seasons. around in senior placekicker Josh Arauco, who nS wea igor Ke afi a4 
What made Arnold so much more effective last made 17 of 20 field-goal attempts and 37 extra- RT Derek Newton 65 313 Sf. 
season was the emergence of freshman back-up Derek oint attempts last season. ASU lost punter Brett Delano Moore 6-3 306 So. 
Tg P P P eee 
Lawson, who gained almost 700 yards and scored four Shrable, but sophomore Ryan Wilbourn looks like Defense 
touchdowns. With Lawson’s ablility to fill in, itmade a good replacement. 
y = é : Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
Arnold stronger and more durable late in games. ASU has very good kick returners in Brandon DE al Alax vairington 65 284 Sr 
While ASU is a good running team, it also Thompkins, Jahbari McLennan and Daylan Walker. naraicu chon fists ee ee cas 
has plenty of receiving threats, Senior receivers DT Khari Mays* 6-2 288 Sr. 
Brandon Thompkins and Jahbari McLennan each OVERVIEW Dorvus Woods 6-3 261 __So. 
ns] . * 
caught 32 passes last season and averaged better The Red Wolves haye the talent and experience By EGRaTT a ao be 
ate? . ». a 
than 14 yards a catch, . at key positions on both sides of the ball to chal- Re hana Wi ee Stanley Wakwe Gi” 266 SE 
The big question: Will the line hold up? — lenge Troy for the Sun Bele title in 2009, Arkansas Timothy Starson 6-5 240 sr. 
Starting guards Dominic Padrta and Drew Hilton State has a week-three home game against Troy, so LB Darious Glover* 6-1 220 Jr. 
rr . sin Le . Demario Davis Lise a Ep oe 
will anchor the group, while massive tight end both teams will know early how they stack up. Tee ie 61 2058p, 
= F Nathan Herrold 6-2 234 Fr. 
2009 Schedule 2008 Results 2008 Rankings LB Greg Hardy 6-0 246, Sr. 
Se ee eee iS a Javon McKinnon* 6-0 236 dr. 
“Sept.5 MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE (6-6, 3-3) OFFENSE PERGAME RANK CB Paul Stephens 5-9 166 Sr. 
Sept. 12 atNebraska © W at Texas A&M 18-14 Scoring 27.0 52 Cordarious Mingo 5-11 _ 182 Sr. 
Sept. 26 TROY : W TEXAS SOUTHERN 83-10 Rushing 203.3 18 cB Daylan Walker* 5-9 177 Sr. 
“oct. 3 atlova  _& SOUTHERN MISS 24-27 Passing 195.5 80 aaa ee at 
: W. MIDDLE TENNESSEE 31-14 Total 398.8 38 $s M.D. Jennings 6-0 172 Jr. 
' Oct. 13 at Louisiana-Monroe ; ; Kelcie McCray 6-2 190 So. 
‘Oct. 24 FLORIDAINTERNATIONAL © &_—-3t Memphis 17-20 DEFENSE —-PERGAME RANK FS Evan Van Dolah® = 6-223. Sr, 
“Oct 31 at Louisvite W LOUISIANA-MONROE — 37-29 Scoring 23.8 53 Jaquan Kilcrease 6-2 199 So. 
? Lat Louisiana-Lafayette 23-28 Rushini 425.2 32 
: a a ; 
“Nov. 7 LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE Meets nse Pansy ees s Special Teams 
pave at Florida Atlantic =~ at Florida International 21-22 ‘Total 336.5 46 Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
eo ariwiile Temmesse® WW FLORIDAATLANTIC 28-14 |e cae RANK PK Josh Arauco* 5-9 218 St. 
Nov. 28 NORTH TEXAS |W at North Texas 33-28 0g as 8 P Ryan Wilbourn 5-10 157 So. 
‘Dec. 3 at Western Kentucky = Lat Troy 935 


_——————— a eee 
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J.T. Jordan (6-1, 274) could be one of the team’s 
biggest surprises. 


DEFENSE 

The Red Wolves have eight starters returning 
from a very athletic defense that allowed 23 points 
a game in 2008. 

Opponents certainly have to account for senior 
end Alex Carrington, who was the Sun Belt Defensive 
Player of the Year last season, after he had 19 tackles 
for losses and a league-best 10.5 sacks. 

The defensive line should again be strong with 
Carrington, junior Bryan Hall and seniors Khari 
Mays and Stanley Wakwe. The group is quick and 
outstanding against the run, as evidenced by the 
fact the Red Wolves allowed just 125 yards a game 
on the ground in 2008. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


Owls in A Row 


COACH: Howard Schnellenberger — At FAU: 48-48, 8 years; 
overall: 148-125-3, 24 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Darryl Jackson 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kirk Hoza 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE; 2007 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006 

RETURNING STARTERS: 10; 6 offense, 3 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Rusty Smith, WR Cortez Gent, TE 
Jason Harmon, FB William Rose, DT Josh Savidge, CB Tarvoris 
Hill 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Owls should put points on the 
board. Smith holds several school passing records and has his 
leading receiver from last year, Gent, back as a target. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Owls have some rebuilding to do 
in their offensive line and overall on defense. Nearly the entire 
front seven has to be replaced, including all three linebackers, 
and half the secondary is gone from 2008. 


OFFENSE 

FAU returns lots of firepower in the passing 
game with senior quarterback Rusty Smith. 

He has thrown for 56 touchdowns and nearly 
7,000 yards in the past two years and will have 
his favorite target, wide receiver Cortez Gent, 
back along with another returning starter at wide 
receiver, Chris Bonner. 

Tight end Jamari Grant, who was the Owls’ 
No. 2 receiver in 2008 with 45 receptions to 
Gent’s 60, also returns, but finds himself behind 
senior Jason Harmon going into the fall. Harmon 
missed all of 2008 after injuring his knee in the 
spring game. He had 63 catches in 2007. 

The top two tailbacks, 1,000-yard rusher 
Charles Pierre and versatile Dilvory Edgecomb, 
are gone, and the Owls will have four new starters 
on the line. 

Senior guard David Matlock is the only return- 
ing starter, but there are juniors and seniors ready 
to step in. Senior Carl Spitale had a good spring 
and is No. 1 at right tackle. 

Sophomore Alfred Morris will go into fall 
ahead of junior Willie Floyd at tailback after mov- 
ing from fullback. Morris ran for 131 yards on 
18 carries in the spring game after logging only 
seven carries as a freshman. The expected starter at 
tailback, junior Jeff Blanchard, injured his knee in 
the spring and could miss the season. 

Senior fullback Willie Rose, a solid blocker, aver- 
aged nearly five yards a carry in 2008, compiling 308 


a 
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yards. He also caught 23 passes for 168 more. 
DEFENSE 


The Owls are looking at a nearly complete 
rebuilding job on defense with eight new starters. 
But they do have a nice trio of ends with sopho- 
mores Kevin Cyrille and Jamere Johnson and junior 
Daniel Joseph. 

Tackle Josh Savidge is coming off a strong per- 
formance in 2008 after missing half of 2007 with 
a knee injury. Junior Dino Cox also had one start 
in 2008 at tackle. 

Edward Bradwell, Malik Eugene and Michael 
Lockley came out of the spring as the new start- 
ers at linebacker. Bradwell had the biggest 
impact of the trio in 2008 with 41 tackles, 
including a sack. 

Cornerback Taryoris Hill is one of two return- 
ing starters in the secondary. Senior Erick McIntosh 
starts at the other corner but the hope is that junior 
Tavious Polo can regain the form from his fresh- 
man year when he had seven interceptions. He 
struggled with some injury problems and started 
only one game at corner in 2008. 

The other returning starter in the secondary 
is junior free safety Ed Alexander. He had three 
interceptions last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Punter Keegan Peterson averaged just more than 
38 yards on 62 punts last year with about a third of 
them downed inside the opponent's 20-yard line. 
The Owls will be looking for a new kicker, however, 
and that job looks to go to junior Ross Gornall, who 
shared kickoff duties with Warley Leroy. 

Polo averaged just under 10 yards a try on 21 
punt returns last year. If Blanchard isn’t available, 
Floyd is the most experienced kick returner with 
seven runbacks for a 20.7-yard average. 


OVERVIEW 

The Owls have won consecutive bowl games and 
have a chance to get back to the postseason if they 
can find answers on defense. They have the offensive 
weapons for success. Their first two games are on the 
road against Nebraska and South Carolina, but the 
schedule gets manageable after that. 


at Nebraska OFFENSE © -PERGAME RANK 
at South Carolina + 1052 Scoring «= 5.1 62 
Louisiana-mowroe «= UAB 49-34 Rushing 138.8 66 
3 : Lat Michigan State 0-17 Passing 254.8 25 
WYOMING = | at Minnesota 3-37 Total 3635 i 

at North Texas t L at Middle Tennessee 13-14 ? 

at Louisiana-Latayette L TROY 17-30 DEFENSE 

wiooue Tennessee at Western Kentucky 24-20 ished a 
W at Louisiana-Monroe 29-28 Rushi 178.7 98 
_atUAB = WONORTH TEXAS 46-13 ies ng ui a] 
ARKANSAS STATE © W  LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 40-29 = pet . 

at Troy L at Arkansas State 14-28 2 
WESTERN KENTUCKY aT TM TO MARGIN. PER GAME RANK 
at Florida International © © W vs. Gentral Michigan 24-21 -9 +0.69 101 


QB = Rusty Smith* 6-5 212 Sr. 
Jeff VanCam 6-5 210 Jr, 
RB Alfred Morris 5-11 222 So. 
Willie Floyd 5-9 165 dr. 
FB William Rose* 6-1 227 Sr. 
David Muniz 5-11 211 Jr. 
WR Cortez Gent* 6-2 170 Sr. 
Lester Jean 6-3 195 Jr. 
WR Chris Bonner* 6-3 195 Sr. 
Conshario Johnson 6-1 190 Sr. 
TE Jason Harmon 6-3 215 Sr. 
Jamari Grant* 6-5 215 Sr. 
LT Lavoris Williams 6-3 270 Or, 
Troy Niblack 6-6 280 Fr. 
LG David Matlock* 6-3 290 = Sr. 
Samuel McRoy 6-4 275 dr. 
Cc Ryan Wischnefski 6-2 317 Jr. 
Jordan Sessa 6-5 280 Fr. 
RG Kevin Miller 6-3 304 Sr. 
Eric Hansen ‘ 6-5 240 Fr. 
RT Cart Spitale 6-8 340 Sr. 
Jared Pizzuti 6-4 225 Fr. 
Defense 
OE Kevin Cyrille 6-4 275 So: 
Paul Muse 6-4 250 Sr. 
OT Dino Cox 6-3 240 or. 
Jarvis Givens 6-3 300 So. 
DT Josh Savidge* 6-2 285 Sr. 
Andy Czuprynski 6-5 260 Fr. 
DE Daniel Joseph 6-1 250 dr. 
Jamere Johnson 6-4 220 So. 
LB Malik Eugene 6-3 230 Jr. 
Yourhighness Morgan 6-3 225 Fr. 
LB Michael Lockley 6-2 220 dr. 
Alex Pattee 6-2 240 Fr. 
LB Edward Bradwell 6-1 200 Sr. 
Tony Walding 6-1 210 Fr. 
CB Erick McIntosh 6-0 180 Sr. 
Tavious Polo §-11 175 dr. 
cB Tarvoris Hill* 6-0 169 So. 
Curtis Cross 5-9 170___‘So. 
$s Austen Jensen 6-1 190 Jr. 
Marcus Bartels 5-9 161 So. 
FS Ed Alexander* 6-1 171 dr. 
Rod Huggins 6-1 185 dr. 
Special Teams 
K Ross Gornall 5-11 190 dr. 
P Keegan Peterson* 6-0 185 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Golden Panthers in A Box 


COACH: Mario Cristobal -- At FIU and overall: 6-18, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill Legg 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Phillip Galiano 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: None 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 9 offense, 6 defense, kicker. 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Paul McCall, RB Darriet Perry, WR 
T.Y. Hilton, WR Greg Ellingson, C Brad Serini, LB Scott Bryant, 
CB Anthony Gaitor 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Panthers are a salty bunch on 
offense, especially if Perry follows up with the performance he 
had in his late-season debut last fall when he ran for 115 yards 
against Florida Atlantic. McCall threw 15 touchdown passes and 
has his top five receivers back. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The defensive line loses three start- 
ers, and five of the front seven are gone from a unit that gave 
up 156 yards on the ground. The secondary looks to be OK, 
but if the Panthers don’t improve on their run defense and get 
pressure on the passer, how good the defensive backs are 
won't matter. 


OFFENSE 

FIU looks to find more of a scoring threat, 
and a lot more wins, after finishing last in the 
Sun Belt Conference and 96th in the country in 
total offense. 

The Panthers’ anemic running game should get 
a shot in the arm from sophomore running back 
Darriet Perry. Plus, all five starters return to a line 
anchored by junior center Brad Serini, a second- 
team All-Sun Belt pick last year. 

Perry played in only two games, both late in 
the season, and amassed 173 yards on just 31 car- 
ries. He scored two touchdowns. 

If the running game produces, that should open 
up what looks to be a potentially effective passing 
game. Paul McCall, who led FIU to its only win in 
his lone start of 2007, threw for 2,332 yards and 15 
touchdowns in starting all 12 games last year. 

McCall will have his top five targets back in 
wide receivers T.Y. Hilton, Greg Ellingson, Junior 
Mertile and Jeremy Dickens, plus tight end Eric 
Kirchenberg. 

Hilton last season caught a team-high seven 
touchdown passes and earned conference Freshman 
of the Year honors with his 1,013 receiving yards. 
He also ran for two touchdowns. 

Serini has started every game for the past 
two seasons, and senior tackle Joe Alajajian has 
29 starts over the past three years. Junior college 
transfer Ulu Matavao started all 12 games at left 


2009 Schedule 


2008 Results 


tackle a year ago, and Andy Leavine and Mario 
Caraballo both recovered from early injuries to start 
more than half the season at the guard spots. 


DEFENSE 

The Panthers lose only five starters from last 
year’s unit that ranked fourth in the league, giving 
up under 394 yards a game, but three of them are 
up front. 

The only returning starter on the line is senior 
end Armond Willis, who started eight games and 
had 31 tackles, including a sack. 

End Reggie Jones returns after playing just two 
games last season before suffering a foot injury. He 
recorded four tackles, one of them a sack, in his 
brief 2008 appearance. He also intercepted a pass. 

In addition to bulking up the run defense, the 
Panthers also want to improve their pass rush. 
They had only 18 sacks, seven of them by Quinten 
Newman and Robert Mitchell, who don’t return, 

The Panthers do welcome back corner Anthony 
Gaitor, an all-conference selection as a sophomore 
last year, and Scott Bryant, who was the team’s 
leading tackler (89) and honorable mention All- 
Sun Belt at linebacker, Gaitor had five intercep- 
tions, returning two for scores. 


SPECIALISTS 

Senior Dustin Rivest converted 12 of 19 field 
goal attempts, and also served as the backup punter 
behind Carlos Munera, who doesn’t return. But 
Rivest will face a challenge for both jobs from 
incoming freshman Jack Griffin, one of the nation’s 
top kicking prospects. 

The return game will be in the capable hands of 
T.Y. Hilton, who is as explosive running back punts 
(14.8 average, one touchdown) and kickoffs (23.4 
average, one touchdown) as he is catching passes. 


OVERVIEW 

FIU made significant progress in 2008 after 
winning just one game in 2007 and going winless 
in 2006. The Panthers have potential on offense 
to continue making strides forward, but if they 
don't find the answers on defense, they are going 
to be hard-pressed to duplicate their five wins of 
a year ago. 


2008 Rankings 


eS a ae ae el he a Si eae 
"Sept. 12 at Alabama (57, 3-4) OFFENSE =» PERGAME RANK 
’ Sept. 19 atRutgers |  atKansas 10-40, ‘Scoring 24.7 68 
“Sept. 26 ToLeD0 «= Lat lowa 0-42 Rushing 98.7 407 
Oct. 3 at Louisiana-Monroe =“ &~—~ SOUTH FLORIDA 9-17 ) Passing 218.3 56 
Oct. 10 at Western Kentucky W at Toledo 35-16 Total 316.9 96 
: W at North Texas 42-10 

: 
Oe TROY  W MIDDLE TENNESSEE 31-21 «DEFENSE = PERGAME = RANK 
Oct 24 at Arkansas State Scoring 28.3 79 
. ace 23-33 Rushing 156.2 80 
Oct. 31 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE L at Louisiana-Lafayette 20-49 Passing 212.9 67 
Nov. 7 at Middle Tennessee Y ARKANSAS STATE 22-21 Total 369.1 71 
“Nov. 14 NORTH TEXAS L_—-LOUISIANA-MONROE 27-31 
“Nov. 21 at Florida L at Florida Atlantic 50-57 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Dec. 5 FLORIDAATLANTIC —-W WESTERN KENTUCKY 27-3 (+4 a o 
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Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. 
QB Paul McCall* 6-1 198 Sr. 
Wayne Younger 6-3 180 or. 
RB Darriet Perry 5-9 195 So. 
Daunte Owens 5-10 _ 198 Sr. 
WR Greg Ellingson* 6-3 183 dr. 
Marquis Rolle 6-3 195 _ So, 
WR T.Y. Hilton 5-10 175 So. 
Jason Frierson 5-9 175 dr. 
WR Junior Mertile* 6-0 180 So. 
Elliott Dix 6-1 197 Sr. 
TE Eric Kirchenberg* 6-4 235 Sr. 
John Ellis Ep b ee <7 Sr. 
iT Ula Matavao* 6-3 310) Sr. 
James Wiggins 6-4 255 _So. 
LG Andy Leavine* 6-5 292 Sr. 
Luis Pena 6-3 290 Sr. 
c Brad Serini* 6-3 300 soar. 
Juan Gonzalez 6-0 252 So. 
RG Mario Caraballo” 6-2 2700S or. 
Chris Cawthon 6-4 305 So. 
RT Joe Alajajian* 6-4 PES amon 
Devon Dickerson 6-4 250 So. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
DE Reginald Jones 6-2 264 Sr. 
Thatcher Starling 6-4 251 Jr. 
oT Jonas Murrell 6-2 350 Sr. 
Andre Pound 6-3 280 Fr. 
NG Jonathan Nieves 6-2 250 So. 
Joey Harris 6-3 230 Fr. 
DE Armond Willis* 6-2 225 Sr. 
Cody Pellicer 6-5 220___So. 
LB Scott Bryant* 5-10 220 Sr. 
Jarvis Wilson 6-2 200 dr. 
LB Tyler Clawson* 6-0 222 Sr. 
Toronto Smith 5-10 220 dr. 
LB Aaron Davis 6-0 240 So. 
Winston Fraser 6-2 225 Fre 
cB Anthony Gaitor* 5-10 178 So. 
Emmanuel Souarin 5-11 180 Fr. 
CB Dezeriah Johnson 6-1 178 Sr. 
Peter Rile 6-0 173 Sr. 
SS Jeremiah Weatherspoon* 6-2 213 Sr. 
Kreg Brown™ 5-10 188 dr. 
FS Ashlyn Parker 6-0 207 or. 
Chuck Grace 5-10 185 So, 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name HE WE ere 
K Dustin Rivest* 5-8 175 Sr. 
P Dustin Rivest 5-8 175 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Ragin’ Cajuns in A Box 


COACH: Rickey Bustle — At ULL and overall: 32-50, 7 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Ron Hudson 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Kevin Fouquier 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1994, Big West 

LAST BOWL: 1970, Grantland Rice Bowl 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 7 offense, 9 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Brad McGuire, RB Undrea Sails, 

OG Brad Bustle, C Chris Fisher, LB Antwyne Zanders, 

FS Gerren Blount 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Ragin’ Cajuns have always been 
able to run. Though the loss of the league's top two rushers is 
a big one, they return the offensive line intact, meaning a young 
stable of running backs and quarterbacks will get to play behind 
one of the league’s top front lines. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Ragin’ Cajuns return nine defen- 
sive starters, but that could be as problematic as helpful after 
struggling a year ago. The coaching staff has done some things 
to bolster the defense, but the offense shouldn't be nearly as 
effective, leaving the Cajun defense on the field more in 2009. 


OFFENSE 

The Ragin’ Cajuns have to replace more offen- 
sive talent than any team in the Sun Belt. 

Gone are star tailback Tyrone Fenroy (the 
school’s all-time leading rusher), quarterback 
Michael Desormeaux (the 2008 Sun Belt Offensive 
Player of the Year) and wide receiver Jason Cherry 
(seven touchdowns) from what was the league's 
top offense. 

Brad McGuire was the heir apparent at quar- 
terback heading into spring practice, but a stellar 
spring by Chris Masson extended the competition 
into the fall. McGuire has a slight edge for now, 
and redshirt freshman Blaine Gautier can’t be 
counted out. 

Senior Undrea Sails is the man for now at 
running back, but he should rotate with a stable 
of young backs. 

The good news for the Ragin’ Cajuns is 
the league’s best offensive line returns intact. 
Behind a pair of first-team all-league behemoths 
— guard Brad Bustle and center Chris Fisher — 
UL-Lafayette should be able to continue to run the 
ball as well as it has in the past. 

The receiving corps, minus Cherry, is still 
talented, but not long on experience. A breakout 
year by tight end Ladarius Green could give the 
young quarterbacks another option and take some 
pressure off the outside passing game. 


, 2009 Schedule 


2008 Results 


DEFENSE 

Nine starters return, led by honorable mention 
all-conference linebacker Antwyne Zanders. The bad 
news is that it’s a group that must greatly improve. 

In 2008, the Ragin’ Cajuns ranked seventh out 
of eight teams in the Sun Belt in scoring defense, 
allowing 33.7 points per game. That’s not going to 
get it done for a team that will struggle early to find 
its offensive identity. 

While there is plenty of experience defensively, 
what will be important to watch are the newer play- 
ers stepping into their roles. Sophomore Derreck 
Dean will need to play strong at tackle to provide 
major run support for a unit gashed for more than 
200 yards per game. 

Junior Daylon McCoy, a starter at free safety in 
2008, moves up to linebacker to add additional help. 

Cornerbacks Orkeys Auriene and Dwight 
Bentley, along with free safety Gerren Blount, 
return, meaning the Cajuns should be adequate, 
though not spectacular against the pass. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Great special teamers are rarely missed until 
they’re gone. That could be the case with departed 
kicker Drew Edmiston. He was 7 of 10 in field-goal 
attempts a year ago and accounted for 71 points. 
Either redshirt freshman Brett Baer or junior Tyler 
Albrecht will replace him. 

Junior Spencer Ortego, who averaged 39.1 yards 
per punt in 2008, must help out winning field- 
position battles by at least matching that effort. 


OVERVIEW 

The Ragin’ Cajuns were bowl eligible and fin- 
ished second in the Sun Belt in 2008, but it will be 
tough to match that in 2009. Though only three 
starters were lost offensively, those three accounted 
for 3,600 yards and 44 touchdowns. 

The schedule sets up well for ULL, which gets 
a chance for a home upset against Kansas State of 
the Big 12. Other home games are against Sun Belt 
favorite Troy and league contender Florida Atlantic. 

But the offense is very young and the defense still 
has holes. The Ragin’ Cajuns don’t have enough to 
win it all, but they could have an indirect say in the 
Sun Belt title chase by pulling off an upset, or two. 


| 2008 Rankings J 


Sept. 12 KANSAS STATE L at Southern Miss 21-51 Scoring 93.1 24 
jseet8 ee i acre oe Pasi fees 88 
ing 
ee fehicars L atKansas State 37-45 Total 449.2 13 
» ) W at Louisiana-Monroe 44-35 2 
a i7 at Western Kentucky Wot north Texas 50.39 DEFENSE © PER GAME RANK 
Ost. 24 FLORIDA ATLANTIC ; Ww ARKANSAS STATE 28-23 Scoring 33.7 104 
Rushing 213.3 111 
Oct. 31 at Florida International FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 49-20 Passing 2163 5 
Nov. 7 at Arkansas State L UTEP 24-37 Total 4296 405 
Nov. 14. at Middle Tennessee © L __aat Florida Atlantic 29-40 
Nov.21  LOUISIANAMONROE = «Lat Troy 248; | Wiener aee ae 
Nov. 28 Toy |W MIDDLETENNESSEE 4228)” 
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QB Brad McGuire 6-3 215 So. 
Chris Masson. 6-2 200 __So. 
RB Undrea Sails 5-8 200 Sr. 
Draylon Booker 6-0 176 Fr. 
FB Geoffrey McCullough* 5-10 220 Sr. 
Phillip Walker §-11__217 Sr. 
WR Louis Lee* 5-11 190 Sr. 
Vernon Wolfe 6-0 180 dr. 
WR Verlin Moore 5-10 175 or. 
Marlin Miller 5-10 185 Jr. 
TE Ladarius Green 6-5 220 So, 
Luke Aubrey 6-5 245 Sr. 
iT Kyle Pirtle* 6-7 300 Sr. 
Kyle Plouhar 6-7 290 _ So. 
LG Brad Bustle* 6-4 295 Sr. 
Leonardo Bates 6-4 288 Fr. 
{ Chris Fisher* 6-3. 285° ~ Sr. 
Evan Ruiz 6-4 300 Fr 
RG Tan Burks* 6-5 295 Jr. 
Jaron Odom 6-8 355 Fr. 
RT Jonathan Decoster* 6-5 302 Jr. 
Colin Windsor 6-5 285 dr. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
DE Hall Davis* 6-6 262 Sr. 
Nate Douglas 6-3 252__So. 
oT Derreck Dean 5-11 295 So. 
Sharrick Moore 6-2 270 dr. 
oT Jermaine Rogers” 6-5 285 Jr. 


LaQuincy Williams 6-3 299 Sr. 
DE Terrell Richardson* 6-6 252 Jr. 


Jeremy Cook 6-5 250 or. 


1B Grant Fleming 6-3 232 dr. 
Devon Lewis-Buchanan__6-1 194 So. 
LB Antwyne Zanders* 6-2 220 Sr. 
Richard Brooks 6-2 235 So. 
LB Daylon McCoy* 6-0 215 Jr. 


Jezreel Washington* 5-10 210 Sr. 


cB Orkeys Auriene* 5-10 170 Jr. 
Tim Jackson 5-11 183 Fr. 
CB —— Dwight Bentley* 5-10 170 So. 
Junior Jean 6-0 180 Sr. 
Ss Chris Richard 6-0 185 So. 
Phillip Nevels 5-10 200 Sr. 
FS Gerren Blount* §-11 «#185 Sr. 
Maurice Rolle 6-4 190 or. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
K Brett Baer 5-11 171 Fr 
P Spencer Ortego* 6-3 185 3 Jr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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LOUISIANA-MONROE 


Warhawks in A Box 


COACH: Charlie Weatherbie — At ULM: 25-45, 6 years; overall: 
70-109, 16 years. 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Vance Vice, Jonas Weatherbie 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Troy Reffett 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1992, Southland 

LAST BOWL: 1993 I-AA playoffs 

RETURNING STARTERS: 17, 7 offense, 8 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: OB Trey Revell, RB Frank Goodin, 

WR Anthony McCall, LB Cardia Jackson, S James Truxillo, 

P Scott Love 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Experience shouldn't be a problem 

for the Warhawks. That's a positive, because maturity on the 
team will be at a premium after an enormous shakeup on 
Weatherbie’s staff that led to the hiring of six new coaches. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Rushing offense was the only major 
category in which the Warhawks ranked in the top half of the 
league in 2008. A major cog from that, QB Kinsmon Lancaster, 
is gone. Goodin and Revell will have to step up their games to 
keep the Warhawks from plummeting in the rushing ranks. 


OFFENSE 


The Warhawks must find a way to replace their 


most dynamic threat — quarterback Kinsmon Maybe the most important returning player in QB Trey Revell 6-5 218 Jr. 
Lancaster — after a season in which they finished the secondary is senior James Truxillo. Expected to Cody Wells 6-0___187__—Fr. 
4 . . * =! 
seventh in the Sun Belt in total offense and sixth be an all-league performer in 2008, Truxillo played % ee apa a ae a 
SSS ee ea es 


in scoring. 


Leading rusher Frank Goodin (71.2 ypg) returns _ the last-second loss to Arkansas. Luther Ambrose 5-10 166 So 
to pace the ground game, as does backup Rodney WR sb ee Fc ae = 
Lovett, but the biggest question will be under center. SP’ ECIAL TEAMS WG eS 
Junior Trey Revell is the frontrunner after seeing Placekicker Radi Jabour had an up-and-down Julian Griffin 6:3". A975: 
action in nine games in 2008, including one start. freshman campaign, but showed promise and TE Alvin Jordan 6-2. eo Neer: 
Sophomore Anthony McCall finished as should be steady. Se 
ULM’s third-leading receiver in 2008, and returns Senior Scott Love has been one of the league's a ibe mae oe an a 
to man the outside, along with senior J.J. McCoy. top punters for the past three years. An All-Sun Belt LG  DougStroud* 6-6 331 Jr. 
Sophomore wideout Luther Ambrose shows prom- selection as a sophomore, Love should again find Andrew Stout 6-3 286 Jr. 
ise as a playmaker, having a 91-yard kick return himself at the top of the league rankings. Brett eee = oe at 
and a 69-yard touchdown pass last season. Lovett is the No. 1 option on kickoff returns. we Hanson ____6-1_265 _F_ 
The loss of all-conference tight end Zeek | With a new quarterback, any field position help he Eismiantiel Lachott a vie a 
Zacharie to graduation isa huge blow for a strug- can give will only bea plus. McCoy should return RT Mitch Doyle 6-5 264 Sr. 
gling offense. Zacharie was the team’s second- _ punts after backing up Darrell McNeal a year ago. Josh Andrews ar wpe SIC 
leading receiver a year ago, recording 46 catches Defense 
for 510 yards. The Warhawks don’t have a tight OVERVIEW Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
end who caught a pass in 2008. Louisiana-Monroe rarely has a lack of athletes DE’ Jsmagon Jordane aon ona en 
Four starters return along the line, anchored __ on the field. The biggest problem for the Warhawks Troy Evans 6-2 246 So. 
by behemoth Doug Stroud at left guard. Tight has been putting it all together. That didn’t happen NG Aaron Williams* 6-0 296 Sr. 
end Mitch Doyle, a backup to Zacharie in 2008, __ last season. = pan she fue Sep 
. Z 5 ; - ron Morgan’ 6-4 224 Sr. 
moves to tackle to provide depth. After a 6-6 season in 2007 — including a win over MichoeliAUtwall 630233 Fr 


DEFENSE With a solid returning group and a year of expe- C.C. Carpenter 5-11 228 So. 
There’s no lack of talent defensively, led by All- rience, if ULM can find the answer at quarterback, LB Sd beso « a ey 
Sun Belt senior linebacker Cardia Jackson. He led the __ it could be poised for a big year. 1B JoshThomas*=«=«=«~SG-2~=*«sS SS 


team with 127 tackles, including four sacks, last season. 
He also had a couple of interceptions and could be one 
of the conference’s top draft prospects in 2010. 

ULM has switched to a 3-3-5 defense under 
new coordinator Troy Reffett, who came from New 
Mexico, where head coach Rocky Long was a mas- 
ter of the scheme. The defense is designed to attack 
and blitz from all over the field and better utilize a 
defense’s athletes. 

ULM doesn’t have an abundance of depth on 
the line, but Jackson gets help up front from all- 
conference defensive end Aaron Morgan. He leads 
a front four that returns three starters, losing only 
DeMarcus Carmouche. 

Rover Josh Thompson would be one of four 
returnees in the secondary if he is able to get a 
medical hardship year from the NCAA, but school 
officials say it’s “not looking good.” 


in just two games after suffering an ACL injury in 


Alabama — the Warhawks took a step back in 2008. 


Photo Courtesy of UL-Monroe Sports Information 


WR J.J. McCoy* 5-11 468 "Sr. 


1B Theo Smith III 5-11 204 dr. 


Jason Edwards 5-11 _ 237 So. 


2009 Schedule 2008 Results 2008 Rankings DB James Truxillo* 6-2 209 Sr. 
EE EE | PR —E ~ Ss Shag Belson 5-9 213___‘So. 
Sept. 5 atTexas (4-8, 3-4) OFFENSE PERGAME RANK CBs Nate Brown* 5-10 175 So. 
“Sept. 12 TEXAS SOUTHERN ) Lat Aubum 0-34 Scoring 03.7 79 Sean Hornberger 5-10 166 So. 

¥ >. =" 

“Sept. 19 at Arizona State | L_—_v8. Arkansas (Litle Rock) 27-28 Rushing 1527 53 SS nae ate ns 

“Sept. 26 at Florida Atlantic © «-«W ALABAMA A&M S715\ & Passing TERE = S Darius Prelow 61197 So. 

“Oct.3 FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL : mucaie are an ‘Eg re m Troy Giddens 60.207 ___3r. 

Oct. 13 ARKANSAS STATE : ; 5) Alex Ibe 63s esr 

; Lat Arkansas State 29-37 ‘DEFENSE = =» PERGAME =—RANK Preston Fuller 6-0 206 Jr. 
poet atKentucky WW NORTH TEXAS 35-23.) 5 Seaton ae ue 

“Oct. 31 at Troy Rushing 212.7 109 Special Teams 

L__- FLORIDA ATLANTIC 28-29 Passi 930.0 88 

ees 7 atNorth Texas == w troy S180" | Psy ng Gan an Pos. Name Ht. Wt. CL 

‘ : ) 

| Nov. 14 WESTERN KENTUCKY Lat Middle Tennessee 21-240 K Radi Jabour* 6-0 181 So. 

Nov. 21 at Louisiana-Lafayette = {| at Ole Miss 0-59 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Pp Scott Love* 6-0 204 Sr. 
Nov. 28 MIDDLE TENNEESSEE _W_ atFlorida International 31-27 8 42 +017 47 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Rilus Raiders in A Rov 


GG ABH: Rick Stockstill — At Middle Tennessee and overall: 
17-20, 3 years 
. Tony Franklin 
> Manny Diaz 
- 2006, co-champs 
: 2006, Motor City 
STARTERS: 19: 10 offense, 7 defense, kicker, 
punter 
PLAYERS ~ QB Dwight Dasher, RB Phillip Tanner, WR 
Malcolm Beyah, WR Patrick Honeycutt, LB Danny Carmichael, 
OB Alex Suber, S Jeremy Kellem 
PRIMARY SineNTS The Blue Raiders return a lot of experi- 
ence on both sides of the ball. The offensive line was a weak- 
ness last year, but should be a strength. The defensive front 
should be a strength and most likely will put a lot of pressure 
on the quarterback. 
BOTENTIAG PROBLEMS: The Blue Raiders don't have a lot of 
depth in the backfield, meaning freshmen will have to produce. 
Defensively, Middle Tennessee is thin and inexperienced at 
linebacker with the exception of Danny Carmichael. 


The Blue Raiders return 10 starters on offense, 
but there remains a question at quarterback fol- 
lowing the graduation of Joe Craddock, who 
passed for 2,677 yards and 15 touchdowns. 

Junior Dwight Dasher beat out redshirt fresh- 
man Brent Burnette in the spring. Dasher had 
an outstanding freshman year, but struggled and 
played sparingly behind Craddock last season. 

Dasher will be operating with new coordina- 
tor Tony Franklin, who lasted just seven games 
at Auburn last year while unable to successfully 
install a spread offense. 

Franklin will try to do the same at Middle 
Tennessee, which is loaded at wide receiver. 
Five players — Eldred King, Patrick Honeycutt, 
Malcolm Beyah, Wes Caldwell and Sancho 
McDonald — combined for 188 catches and 16 
touchdowns last season. 

Senior tailback Phillip Tanner rushed for 714 
yards and 15 touchdowns last season, but with 
Desmond Gee moving back to wideout, freshmen 
will have to provide depth in the backfield. 

The line was young last season and predict- 
ably struggled. It should be a strength this season. 
Center Mark Thompson, tackle Mark Fisher and 
guard Jamal Lewis will anchor the group. 

Alex Stuart, Mike Williams and Brandon 
McLeroy all started at times as true freshmen a 
year ago and gained valuable experience. A wild- 
card could be Jake Padrick, a sophomore center 


who missed last season with injuries. 


The Blue Raiders return seven starters from a 
defense that allowed 25 points a game last season. 
Middle Tennessee operates out of a 4-3 scheme 
but often changes things up and blitzes from all 
over the field. 

One of the unit’s strengths will be at end where 
Chris McCoy, Jamari Lattimore and Emmanuel 
Perez are poised for outstanding seasons. Inside, 
Brandon Perry, Dwight Smith and Gary Tucker 
have good experience. 

With the exception of Danny Carmichael, the 
linebacker position is a bit of a concern after the Blue 
Raiders lost two starters. Cam Robinson, Gorby Loreus 
and Antwan Davis all will see plenty of playing time. 

Another strength will be in the secondary, led 
by senior corner Alex Suber and junior corner Rod 
Issac. There also is good depth at the position. Ball- 
hawking Jeremy Kellem and Kevin Brown, both 
junior safeties, also return, 


SPEGIAL 


Coach Rick Stockstill opted last season to sign 
a kicker, Alan Gendreau, rather than select from a 
group of walk-ons. It paid off as Gendreau had an 
excellent first season, making 10 of 14 field goals 
and all 32 of his extra-point attempts. 

Senior David DeFatta averaged almost 41 yards 
a punt a year ago. The return game, with Gee and 
Honeycutt, is adequate, while the coverage teams 
look to be outstanding again. 


Several factors will determine if the Blue Raiders 
can improve on last season’s 5-7 mark, most nota- 
bly whether Dasher can assume a leadership role 
and make good decisions in the spread offense. 

The Blue Raiders are finally near the full 85 
scholarship limit, but almost 50 of those players are 
freshmen and sophomores. 

Injuries doomed Middle Tennessee two seasons 
ago, but if the Blue Raiders can avoid a rash of 
them, they'll have an opportunity to be in the mix 
in the Sun Belt. The league schedule will be dif- 
ficult, however, with road trips to defending cham- 
pion Troy, Motor City Bowl champion Florida 
Atlantic and Louisiana-Monroe. 


SS ae ee TY | 
/Sept. 5 at Clemson : (87, 3-4) 

“Sept. 12 MEMPHIS = _L_—TROY 17-31 Scoring 22.8 84 
Sept. 19 at Maryland W MARYLAND 24-14 Bene ae e 
Sept. 26 at North Texas Lat Kentucky 14-20 assing i 3 
a ; Aah Lat Arkansas State 1431 Total 348.6 70 
eee : W FLORIDA ATLANTIC 14-13 

pt i MISSES Made 'L — atFlorida International 21-31 DEFENSE PER GAME — RANK 
Oct, 24 WESTERN KENTUCKY Tomeettoaievilia 29-40 Scoring 24.9 62 

Flori Rushing 153.5 79 

“Oct. 31 at Florida Atlantic =| at Mississippi State 22-31 basaing ees be 
Noy. 7  FLORIDAINTERNATIONAL = § Wy LOUISIANA-MONROE 24-24 Total 366.3 66 
Nov. 14 LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE W at Western Kentucky 21-10 

Nov. 21. ARKANSAS STATE W NORTH TEXAS 5243 ; JOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov. 28 at Louisiana-Monroe | Lat Louisiana-Lafayette 28-42 +3) + 0.25 43 


By Monte Hale 


QB Dwight Dasher 5-10 204 - 
Brent Burnette 6-3 207 Fr. 
RB Phillip Tanner* 6-0 211.0 od. 
D.D. Kyles 6-1 191 So. 
WR Chris McClover 6-4 203 St. 
Andrew Banks 5-9 150-50. 
WR Desmond Gee* 5-8 158 = Sr. 
Eldred Kin 5-9 167 Sr. 


WR Malcolm Beyah* 5-11 190 So. 


Gene Delle Donne (TE) 6-5 251 Sr. 
WR Patrick Honeycutt* 5-9 169 Sr. 


Michael Cannon 5-10 190 Sr. 
ut Mike Williams* 6-2 253)— \Sov 
Jeremy Michel 6-5 278 Jr. 
LG Jamal Lewis* 6-3 297 Jr. 
Evon Lettsome 6-4 291 or. 
Cc Mark Thompson* 6-5 302 Sr 
Jake Padrick 6-1 281 So, 
RG Alex Stuart* 6-3 289 = So. 


Brandon McLeroy* 6-3 311 _—So. 
RT Mark Fisher* 6-3. 281 Jr. 


Chris Hawkins 6-3 276 or. 


DE Chris McCoy* 


Jamari Lattimore 6-3 232 dr. 

LT Brandon Perry 6-1 312 Sr. 
Gary Tucker 6-2 256 dr. 

RT Owight Smith 6-2 263 or. 
Kendall Dangerfield 6-2 275 Fr. 

DE Emmanuel Perez* 6-1 228 Jr. 
Jamari Lattimore 6-3 232 dr. 

LB Cam Robinson 6-0 222 Sr. 
Loreus 5-11 224 So. 


LB Danny Carmichael* 6-0 246 Sr. 
Norman Washington 5-11 230 So. 


LB Antwan Davis 6-1 217 le 
Darin Davis 6-2 202 __ So. 
cB Rod Issac* 5-11 188 Jr. 
Marcus Udell 6-0 188 Sr. 
CB Alex Suber* 5-9 166 Sr. 
Jawan Carson 5-9 179 So. 
s Jeremy Kellem* 5-10 185 dr. 
Derrick Crumpton 5-11 183 So. 
Ss Kevin Brown* 6-1 203 dr. 
Josh Gregory 5-9 202 Sr. 


Tearis 


5-10 182 So. 
5-10 188 Sr. 


K Alan Gendreau* 
P David DeFatta* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Trojans in A Box 


COACH: Larry Blakeney — At Troy and overall: 144-73-1, 18 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Neil Brown 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jeremy Rowell 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2008 

LAST TIME DIDN'T G0 BOWLING: 2007 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 5 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS 10 WATCH: O8 Levi Brown, RB DuJuan Harris, 

WR Jerrel Jernigan, DL Brandon Lang, DE Cameron Sheffield, 
LB Boris Lee, LB Bear Woods, CB/PR Jorrick Calvin 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS; Troy finished 27th nationally in total 
offense last season and should approach those numbers with 

a star-studded cast of skill players. Lang, Sheffield, Lee and 
Woods are four of the top defenders in the Sun Belt. Kicker 
Sam Glusman and return man Calvin are special team stars. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Trojans lost their top two offensive 
tackles and must find capable replacements. The losses on 
defense include two all-league first-team players (free safety 
Sherrod Martin and nickel back Terence Moore) and two sec- 
ond-team players (strong safety Tavares Williams and defensive 
tackle Dion Gales). 


OFFENSE 

It pays to be prepared. Just ask quarterback 
Levi Brown, who led Troy to a 5-3 record after 
taking over following a knee injury to starter Jamie 
Hampton. 

Brown was the Sun Belt Conference Newcomer 
of the Year after passing for 2,030 yards and 15 
touchdowns, with just 3 interceptions. He also set 
school records for most completions (40) and pass- 
ing yards (391) in a game during a 45-17 victory 
over North Texas. 

Brown remains No. 1 on the depth chart after 
an excellent spring. Hampton might redshirt. 

Joining Brown as the elite players on the 
offense are speedy DuJuan Harris and Jerrel 
Jernigan, a dynamic open-field runner. 

Harris rushed for a team-high 1,077 yards and 
11 touchdowns a year ago, also adding 36 recep- 
tions. Maurice Greer, a bigger back at 224 pounds, 
will be his backup. 

Jernigan hauled in 77 passes for 868 yards and 
5 touchdowns last season despite nagging injuries. 
He might not be known to many outside of the Sun 
Belt, but coach Larry Blakeney said he “wouldn’t 
trade him for any receiver in the country.” 

Although Troy lost both starting tackles, the 
interior line returns intact. Danny Franks, Steven 
Adams and former walk-on Tyler Clark will man 
the three inside spots. Nic Riley will take over 
at right tackle and junior college transfer James 


2009 Schedule 


Sept. 3 


at Bowling Green 


2008 Results 


(8-5, 6-1) 


Brown will step in at left tackle. 


DEFENSE 

The Trojans led the conference last season in pass 
efficiency defense, pass defense, interceptions, scoring 
defense, total defense, sacks and turnovers gained, 

Troy did lose six starters, but there is plenty of 
talent remaining, especially among the front seven. 

Senior end Brandon Lang led the team with 
10.5 sacks. Senior Cameron Sheffield returns at 
the other end. 

The Trojans lost both starters at tackle, but 
seniors Keyin Dixon and Rashad Roussell per- 
formed well in the spring to earn starting jobs. 

The linebacker position will once again be in 
great shape with the return of seniors Boris Lee and 
Bear Woods. Lee, a potential NFL Draft pick, led 
the team with 126 tackles. 

Woods, who played through numerous injuries, 
finished second on the team with 108 tackles. 
Sophomore backups Xavier Lamb and Donnell 
Golden had excellent springs. 

Senior David McDowell will fill in at nickel 
back. He was a standout during spring practice and 
gives the Trojans a physical presence in the box. 

Senior Jorrick Calvin is the team’s lone return- 
ing starter in the secondary but a lot of experience 
returns, mitigating a big drop-off in execution. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Troy, as usual, will have one of the best special 
team units in the Sun Belt, and perhaps even the 
country. Lou Groza semifinalist Sam Glusman 
connected on 20 of 29 field goals as a junior. 
Sophomore Will Goggans will handle the punting, 

Jorrick Calvin will be the primary kick and punt 
returner. DuJuan Harris and Jerrel Jernigan could 
also see return duty at times. 


OVERVIEW 

The Trojans often produce some of the nation’s 
most underrated defensive talent and this year 
should be no exception because of end Brandon 
Lang and linebacker Boris Lee. Although Troy has 
some holes to fill, there is enough talent and expe- 
rience on both sides of the ball for the Trojans to 
claim their second straight Sun Belt title. 
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QB Levi Brown* 6-4 225 Sr. 
Tanner Jones 6-0 195 aor. 
RB DuJuan Harris* 5-7 190 Jr. 
Maurice Greer 5-11 224 Sr. 
WR Cornelius Williams* 6-0 190 Sr. 
Austin Silvoy 6-2 190 or. 
WR _Jerrel Jernigan* 5-9 176 dr. 
Zack Marcum 5-9 174 Sr. 
WR Andrew Davis 5-9 183 Sr. 
Patrick Cherry 5-11 ‘186 Sr. 
TE Travis Boyd* 6-3 237 Sr. 
Matt Stidham 6-3 234 So. 
RT Nic Riley 6-4 282 Sr. 
Kyle Wilborn 6-5 280 Fre 
RG Steven Adams* 6-3 306 Sr. 
Micah Grimes 6-4 288 So. 
Cc Danny Franks* 6-3 290 Sr. 
Jimmie Arnold 6-2 290 Fr. 
LG Tyler Clark* 6-2 275 dr. 
Tyrell Curtis 6-3 302 Sr. 
LT James Brown 6-5 350 or, 
Ray Carter 6-3 290 Or. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht Wernick 
DE Brandon Lang” 6-4 249 Sr. 
Mario Addison 6-2 238 dr. 
OT Kevin Dixon 6-3 285 Sr. 
James Searcy 6-3 260 Fr. 
OT Rashad Roussel 6-2 255 Sr. 
Emmanuel Dudley 6-2 290 dr. 
DE Cameron Sheffield* 6-2 237 Sr. 
R.J. Roberts 6-2 216 So. 
LB Bear Woods* 6-0 Zas; Sk. 
Donnell Golden 6-0 223 So. 
LB Boris Lee* 6-0 231 Sr. 
Xavier Lamb 5-9 249 So. 
NB David McDowell 6-1 249 Sr. 


Johnny Thompson 6-1 210 Fr. 


CB KeJuan Phillips 5-10 180 So. 
DeMarcus Robertson 5-11 195 or. 
CB Jorrick Calvin*® 5-10 181 Sr. 


Bryan Willis 6-0 180 Fr. 
SS Courtland Fuller 5-11 «197 Sr. 
Bryant McKissic 6-2 210 Jr. 
FS Chris Bowens 6-0 184 Sr, 
Daniel Sheffield 6-4 210 dr 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
K Sam Glusman* 5-10 170 Sr. 
P Will Goggans* 6-0 222 So, 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


—_————SE———E—E en eee ee 
WUWLW.LINDYSSPORTS.comM 2009 


210 Linoy'’s Sports ANNUALS 


WESTERN KENTUCKY J © 


Hilltoppers in A Box 


2008: 2-10 overall 

COACH: David Elson — At Western Kentucky and overall: 
39-32, 6 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Walter Wells 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Dietzel 

RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 8 offense, 6 defense, punter 
PLAYERS 10 WATCH: OB Brandon Smith, QB Marcus Vasquez, 
RB Bobby Rainéy, OLB Blake Boyd, FS Mark Santoro, LG Cody 
Hughes, WR Jake Gaebler, DE Jared Clendenin 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: With help from first- and second-year 
freshmen, WKU will be much more athletic this season — 
especially in the offensive backfield. The offensive line, which 
returns four starters, should be vastly improved. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Hilltoppers will be forced to rely 
on several underclassmen for major minutes. The defensive 
line is extremely thin, and the quarterback position has almost 
No game experience. WKU was 0-5 against Sun Belt teams 
last season. 


OFFENSE 

The Hilltoppers return eight starters to an offense 
that will undergo a slight face-lift as offensive line coach 
Walter Wells enters his first year as coordinator. 

Wells is keeping many of the spread-option 
principles WKU has used over the past two years, 
but he'll add dual-tight end packages and several 
under-center power sets as well. 

The biggest question is at quarterback, where an 
inexperienced trio — senior Brandon Smith, along 
with redshirt freshmen Marcus Vasquez and Kawaun 
Jakes — vie for the job. True freshman Courtney 
Dalcourt also is expected to compete this fall. 

WKU returns its top three running backs 
— senior Tyrell Hayden (388 yards, three touch- 
downs in 2008), senior Marell Booker (285 yards) 
and sophomore Bobby Rainey (259). 

Rainey was the team leader in all-purpose yards 
despite missing the final four games with a knee injury. 
Shoulder surgery brought an early end to his spring, 
but coaches are hopeful he'll be ready for fall camp. 

Senior Jake Gaebler will lead a receiving corps 
that returns four of its top five pass catchers. 
Gaebler, WKU’s most consistent offensive per- 
former last season, is just 25 catches short of the 
school’s career record. 

The line will be led by senior Cody Hughes, who's 
been a starter at guard for the past three seasons. 


New coordinator Mike Dietzel — who has 


2009 Schedule 


been on the staff since 2003 — will take over the 
defensive reins from head coach David Elson and 
will continue to implement the 3-4 scheme. 

This will be Dietzel’s second term as defensive 
coordinator. He held the position in 2004 before 
being demoted midway through the 2005 campaign. 

The defense will be led by senior outside line- 
backer Blake Boyd (67 tackles, 3.5 sacks in 2008), 
a Louisville transfer who has started at WKU since 
the 2006 season. 

WKU’s biggest weakness will be along the line. 
The Hilltoppers return only one player who gained 
any legitimate experience a year ago — sophomore 
Jared Clendenin. 

The secondary should be led by sophomore 
safeties Mark Santoro and Ryan Beard — each 
of whom started for most of last season. Santoro 
earned the top defensive back award throughout 
spring drills, while Beard battled through injury 
and disciplinary issues for most of the spring. 

An interesting twist here is the emergence of 
cornerback Dexter Taylor, who spent much of last 
year at quarterback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

WKU should have a bevy of solid return 
men, as Rainey finished with 581 yards of kickoff 
return yards last season — including a long of 92. 
Sophomore transfer Antionne Lightfoot showed 
signs of being a difference-maker this spring. 

The graduation of kicker Tanner Siewert leaves the 
job up for grabs, with sophomore Casey Tinius and 
senior Zac Minturn emerging as the leading candi- 
dates. Tinius ended the spring as the team’s No. 1, but 
Minturn holds the overall edge in career experience. 


OVERVIEW 

Welcome to the clubs: This is WKU’s first sea- 
son as a full-fledged member of both the Football 
Bowl Subdivision and the Sun Belt Conference. 

The Hilltoppers won’t have to face quite the 
gauntlet they did a season ago when they played five 
of their first six games away from home. But depth 
and experience will be issues, and the program isn’t 
ready to compete for a league title right away. 

WEKU signed perhaps its best-ever recruiting 
class in February, so things are looking up. 
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OB Brandon Smith 6-0 200 Sr. 
Marcus Vasquez 6-2 190 Fre 
RB Marell Booker 5-9 215 Sr. 
Tyrell Hayden* 5-10 190 Sr. 
WR Jake Gaebler* 5-11 185 Sr. 
Derrius Brooks 5-10 180 __ So. 
WR = Quinterrance Cooper* 6-0 185 Jr. 
Dustin Boyer 6-1 190 ar. 
WR Seth Tamme 6-0 185 or. 
Wenquel Graves 5-9 185 dr. 
TE Tristan Jones* 6-3 260 = So. 
Jack Doyle 6-6 240 Fr. 
tT Wes Jefferies* 6-4 285 So. 
Adam Smith 6-5 290 Fre 
LG Cody Hughes* 6-1 300 Sr. 
Shelley Anthony 6-1 280 So. 
Cc Lloyd Pressley* 6-3 290 Sr. 
Luke Stansfield 6-3 275 Fr. 
RG Mychal Patterson 6-3 310 or. 
Derrick Elder 6-2 290 dr. 
RT Preston King* 6-4 280 Jr. 
Jacob McLaurin 6-4 295 or. 


DE Bo Adebayo 


6-3 240 So. 

Kenny Martin 6-0 265 Fr 

NT Nick Hartnett 6-0 290 or. 

Jamarcus Allen 6-0 265 Fr. 

DE Jared Clendenin* 6-3 230 So. 
Brandon Whitty 6-250 Fr. 

LB Blake Boyd* 6-3 250 Sr. 

Tyran Golden 6-3 210 Fr. 

LB Mike Gothard 6-1 225 dr. 

Chuck Franks 6-0 210 Fr. 

LB Taurean Smith 6-1 230 Sr. 

LJ. Harbison 5-11 _ 220 Sr. 

LB Darvis McBride* 5-10 225 Sr. 

Chris Bullard 6-0 230 or. 

cB Dexter Taylor 5-10 185 Jr. 

Trent Calhoun* 5-10 190 So. 

CB Jihad Morris* 6-0 175 Sr 

Erik Jones 5-9 175 dre 

FS Mark Santoro” 6-0 195 So. 

Jerrod Babik 5-8 196 dr. 

SS John Garrett 6-0 190 = So. 

Orlando Misaalefua 6-0 200 Jr 


ame 


K Casey Tinius 
P Jeremy Moore* 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


6-0 
6-1 
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Bulldogs in A Box 


COACH: Derek Dooley — At Louisiana Tech and overall: 
13-12, 2 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Frank Scelfo 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tommy Spangler 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2001 
LAST TIME DION'T GO BOWLING: 2007 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 9 offense, 6 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Daniel Porter, WR/KR Phillip Livas, 
LT Rob McGill, DT D'Anthony Smith, FS Antonio Baker, 
QB Ross Jenkins 

STRENGTHS: The defensive line makes Louisiana 
Tech as good against the run as anyone in the league. 
Experience on offense with nine returning starters is a plus, 
especially with five returners on the offensive line and Porter, 
who could become the school's all-time leading rusher this fall. 

PROBLEMS: The passing game — throwing on 

offense and defending it on defense — is a big concern. 
A largely untested linebacking corps and secondary will have to 
perform better in 2009. A new kicker and new punter could hurt 
what was a great special teams unit last year. 


Since Louisiana Tech surprised the Western 
Athletic Conference with an eight-win season and 
an Independence Bowl victory, it gets a pass on its 
abysmal throwing game in 2008. 

With essentially the same pieces to work with 
— Tech returns nine starters on offense — the 
goal is improving last year’s league-worst average 
of 156 passing yards per game. 

Junior quarterback Ross Jenkins will be 
under center again after going 6-2 as a starter 
in 2008. He was more of a game manager than 
playmaker last year, averaging 105 passing yards 
per game with seven touchdowns and three 
interceptions. He will be asked to take a few 
more chances. 

His targets include electric wide receiver/return 
specialist Phillip Livas, who had 2,015 all-purpose 
yards. 

Senior running back Daniel Porter is the star, 
coming off a first-team All-WAC season in which 
he rushed for more than 1,100 yards and nine 
touchdowns. He needs 1,122 yards to become the 
school’s all-time leading rusher. 

A big reason for Porter's potential success in 
2009 is the return of five starters on the line, 
plus a sixth player who had six starts there a 
season ago. Left tackle Rob McGill is the best 
of the bunch and should contend for all-league 
honors. 


2009 Schedule 


. 2008 Results 


The front four should be the strength of the 
defense, anchored by returning starting tackle 
D’Anthony “Boo” Smith. The first-team All-WAC 
pick had five sacks and 65 tackles to help lead a 
defense that allowed just 104 rushing yards per game, 
second-best in the WAC and 13th in the country. 

Fellow defensive tackle Mason Hitt is also a 
returning starter and will help Smith make running 
up the middle on the Bulldogs a tough task. 

Like the offense, though, the focus for the 
defense will be in the air, where the Bulldogs were 
bad in 2008. Louisiana Tech allowed 272.7 passing 
yards per game, second worst in the league and 
113th in the country. 

The secondary will rely on a pair of returning start- 
ers in strong safety Deon Young and free safety Antonio 
Baker to spearhead the effort against the pass. 

Brian White returns at strongside linebacker 
after an injury-shortened 2008 season. He is the 
only returning starter at linebacker, a unit that ben- 
efits greatly from the strong defensive line. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bulldogs a year ago ranked in the top 25 
nationally in kickoffs, kick returns, punting and 
punt returns. 

The return game is in the good hands of junior 
Phillip Livas. He averaged more than 15 yards per 
punt return and 25 yards per kick return en route 
to a first-team All-WAC selection as a return spe- 
cialist a year ago. 

A pair of untested redshirt freshmen — kicker 
John Hinton and punter Cade Glasgow — take 
over the kicking duties. 


Louisiana Tech led the WAC with a plus-nine 
turnover margin in 2008 thanks to a defense that 
took some chances and an offense thar didn’t. Both 
could change some in 2009. 

Head coach Derek Dooley has vowed to get 
better in the passing game on both sides of the ball. 
The path to improvement is easier on an offense 
with nine returning starters. If the defense — stellar 
up front — improves against the pass, the Bulldogs 
could end up on the right side of the bowl cut. 
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Pos. Name 
QB Ross Jenkins* 6-3 212) od. 
Randy Hardin 6-0 195. __ So, 
RB Daniel Porter* 5-9 190 Sr. 
Myke Compton 5-8 193 Sr. 
FB Dustin Mitchell 6-4 252 Sr. 
Roosevelt Falls 6-1 220 dr. 
WR Phillip Livas* 5-8 175 Jr. 
Richie Casey 5-11 175 Fr. 
WR —_— Houston Tuminetlo 6-0 7S PSo; 
R.P. Stuart 6-3 205 _‘So. 
TE Dennis Morris* 6-2 266 Sr. 
Chandler Spence 6-3 247 Fr. 
ut Rob McGill* 6-6 305 Jr. 
Michael Lacy 6-4 283 Fr, 
LG Ben Harris* 6-4 295 Sr. 
Kevin Saia 6-2 306 Fre 
(5 Lon Roberts* 6-3 277 Jr. 
Steven Warner 6-0 300 Fr. 
RG Jared Miles* 6-3 324 dr. 
Kris Cavitt 6-2 285 So. 
RT Cudahy Harmon* 6-6 327 Jr. 
Josh Parrish 6-3 280 Fr. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
LE Matt Broha* 6-4 228 So. 
Randy Grigsby 6-3 245 dr. 
LT Mason Hitt* 6-1 268 dr. 
Philip Longino 6-0 270 So. 
RT D’Anthony Smith* 6-2 300 «Sr. 
Adrian Logan 6-2 251 dr, 
RE Christian Lacey 6-1 230 So. 
Kwame Jordan 6-4 245 Sr. 
WLB Dusty Rust 6-3 2155750; 
Dominique Faust 5-11 __190 dr. 
MLB Adrien Cole 5-11 245 So. 
Soloman Randle 5-11 _ 239 Fr. 
SLB Brian White* 6-1 228 Sr. 


Kiamni Washington 6-2 225 dr. 


CB Terry Carter 5-10 183 So. 
Josh Victorian 5-10 180 Jr. 
cB Olajuwon Paige 5-9 180 Jr. 


Darrius Terry 5-11 170 So. 


ss Deon Young* 5-11 197 Sr. 
Tarence Calais 5-11 __200 dr. 
FS Antonio Baker* 5-11 200 Sr. 
Shawn Simmons 6-0 205 Sr. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht Wt rth: 
K John Hinton 5-11 170 Fr. 
je Cade Glasgow 6-0 180 Fr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


e2l2 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.CoM 2009 


SEC Year 
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THE RACE 

The seminal moment of the entire college football season came after 
Ole Miss’ 31-30 upset at Florida on Sept. 27. That's when Gators’ quarter- 
back Tim Tebow stood in front of media and delivered words that, at least 
to Florida fans, might as well have been delivered by Knute Rockne: 

“To the fans and everybody in Gator Nation, I’m sorry. I'm extremely 
sorry. We were hoping for an undefeated season. That was my goal. 
Something Florida has never done here. 

“I promise you one thing: A lot of good will come out of this. You will 
never see any player in the entire country play as hard as I will play the 
rest of the season. You will never see someone push the rest of the team 
as hard as I will push everybody the rest of the season. You will never 
see a team play harder than we will the rest of the season. God bless.” 

Four games later, Florida routed East rival Georgia 49-10, and then 
stormed into the SEC Championship Game to beat undefeated Alabama, 
which had won the West by three games. 


THE CHAMPION 

With a Heisman-winning quarterback and the multi-talented Percy Harvin, 
Florida's offense was one of the nation’s finest. The young defense? That came 
together quickly, making the Gators a team capable of complete devastation. 

Spurred by Tebow’s late-September proclamation, Florida won its final eight 
regular-season games by an average of nearly 40 points. Then the Gators 
upended unbeaten Alabama in the SEC title game. That was enough to con- 
vince human eyes, as the Gators were No. 1 (Harris) and No. 2 (coaches) in the 
polls, overriding the BCS computers who preferred Oklahoma and Texas. 

Despite entering the BCS championship game as the “No. 2,” the 
Gators were the favorites and stifled Oklahoma’s record-setting offense. 
Florida pulled away in the fourth quarter by scoring the last 10 points, 
winning 24-14. The final points came late in the game on a signature 
4-yard jump pass touchdown from Tebow to David Nelson. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Tim Tebow, QB, Florida 

Tebow did it all, accounting for 42 touchdowns, including 30 through 
the air (with just four interceptions) ... and then there is his irrepress- 
ible leadership. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Eric Berry, DB, Tennessee 


Berry was the league's best defender as a sophomore, picking off 
seven passes, returning two for touchdowns. What's more, he was a 
ferocious hitter and had 8.5 tackles for loss. 

Coach of the Year: Houston Nutt, Mississippi; Nick Saban, 
Alabama; Bobby Johnson, Vanderbilt 

SEC coaches couldn't choose, and who can blame them? Nutt defied 
all odds and took formerly rudderless Ole Miss to the Cotton Bowl in his 
first year in Oxford. Nick Saban turned ‘Bama into a national power so 
quickly even the most ardent Tide fans couldn't complain (much). And 
Bobby Johnson took Vanderbilt — yeah, that school in Nashville with 
the really smart kids — to a bowl ... and then won the thing. 


THE BOWLS 


For the third year in a row, the SEC won a stunning (and record- 
tying) six bowl games ... and that’s three consecutive victories in the 
BCS Championship Game. 


BCS Title Game Florida 24, Oklahoma 14 


Sugar Utah 31, Alabama 17 

Cotton Ole Miss 47, Texas Tech 34 
Capital One Georgia 24, Michigan State 12 
Outback Iowa 31, South Carolina 10 
Chick-fil-A LSU 38, Georgia Tech 3 

Music City Vanderbilt 16, Boston College 14 
Liberty Kentucky 25, East Carolina 19 


es 


“as selected by the league coaches 
OFFENSE - First Team 


QB Tim Tebow Florida 
RB Knowshon Moreno _ Georgia 
RB__ Charles Scott __LSU 
WR_ Percy Harvin Florida 


WR_ Mohamed Massaquoi_ Georgia 
_TE Jared Cook __ South Carolina 


C ___ Antoine Caldwell Alabama 
OL AndreSmith Alabama 
_OL__ Michael Oher Ole Miss 
OL _ Phil Trautwein Florida 

OL Herman Johnson LSU 

RS__ Brandon James Florida 

PK Colt David LSU 


DEFENSE - First Team 

_DL_ Peria Jerry Ole Miss 
DL Terrence Cody Alabama 
DL__ Robert Ayers Tennessee 
DL Antonio Coleman Auburn 
LB Brandon Spikes __ Florida 

1B Rennie Curran ___ Georgia 
LB Eric Norwood South Carolina 

LB Rolando McClain Alabama 

LB Micah Johnson Kentucky 


DB Eric Berry Tennessee 
DB D.J. Moore Vanderbilt 


DB Trevard Lindley Kentucky 
DB Rashad Johnson Alabama 


_PTimMasthay _—_ Kentucky 


THE STANDINGS 
EASTERN 
Team 


ALL-SEC TEAM 


OFFENSE - Second Team 
QB Matthew Stafford Georgia 


RB Glen Coffee Alabama 
_RB_ Michael Smith Arkansas 
WR Julio Jones Alabama 
TE Richard Dickson LSU 
_TE__D.J. Williams Arkansas 


_OL Garry Williams Kentucky 
OL Anthony Parker Tennessee 


OL Ciron Black SLSU 
OL Mike Pouncey _Florida 
OL__John Jerry Ole Miss 
OL Mike Johnson Alabama 
RS Javier Arenas" Alabama 
PK Joshua Shene_ Ole Miss 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL Greg Hardy Ole Miss 
DL Myron Pryor Kentucky 
DL__Malcolm Sheppard _ Arkansas 
DL Sen'Derrick Marks Auburn 
_LB Dominic Douglas _ Miss. State 
_LB Patrick Benoist_ __—‘ Vanderbilt 
LB Jasper Brinkley South Carolina 


_LB Rico McCoy Tennessee 
DB Emanuel Cook South Carolina 


DB _ Javier Arenas Alabama 
DB__Ahmad Black __ _ Florida 
_DB Joe Haden Florida 
DB Derek Peques Miss. State 
P___ Brian Mimbs _ Georgia 
P___ Chas Henry Florida 


WESTERN 

Team WL PCT. PF PA WL PCT PF___ PA 
‘Alabama 801,000 27. 857 

Mississippi 5-3 625 208 149 9-4 692 4I7 247 
isu 35 375 207, 5H SISO 
Arkansas 2-6 250 16787 IT, 263 3TH 
‘Aubum = 26250 934908 
Mississippi State 2-6 250 97 204 48 333 183 296 
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OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Canales 


AT A GLANCE 


8-5 overall, 2-5 Big East (6th) 


Jim Leavitt — At USF and overall: 87-52, 
12 years 


13; 5 offense, 6 defense, kicker, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 
QB Matt Grothe, WR Jessie Hester, 


DE George Selvie, DT Terrell McClain, 
LB Kion Wilson, FS Nate Allen 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
Selvie gives the Bulls a big-play guy on 
defense, where the front seven looks to be 
the strength of the unit. Grothe is a dual — 
threat on offense and will have two of his 
top three receivers back in Hester (54 
receptions) and A.J. Love (31). The kicking 
game looks strong with the return of 

P Delbert Alvarado and PK Maikon Bonani. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The offensive line must replace four lost 
starters. A tight end to replace Cedric Hill, 
a second-team All-Big East selection, is 
also needed. Two redshirt freshmen are 
listed as starters in the interior going into 
the fall. The Bulls came out of the spring 
with several candidates at running back, 
but none stood out. : 


WR Taurus Johnson, RT Marc Dile, 
DE Jarriett Buie, LB Tyrone McKenzie, 
SS Carlton Williams 


The Bulls don’t look to have the experience 
and depth to challenge in the national pic- 
ture as they did for a while in 2007, but 
they are hoping for a breakthrough in a 
Big East that lacks an obvious dominant 
team. If Grothe gets help on offense and 
they find a couple of other defenders to 
give Selvie support, they could be right at 
the top of the conference. 
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SOUTH FLORIDA 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Joe Tresey, David Blackwell 


STADIUM: Raymond James Stadium: 65,00 


Star Quarterback Grothe Leads the Drive for Five 


SF has become a consistent winner 

in the college football scene, having 
played in four consecutive bowl games 
just a dozen seasons into the program's 
history. 

Not to take anything for granted, but 
you can just about pencil in the Bulls for 
seven or eight wins nearly every year. They 
are 32-19 and 2-2 in bowls over the past 
four years since leaving Conference USA 
and joining the Big East. 

The program’s high point came in the 
middle of the 2007 season when it rose 
to No. 2 in the nation before going on a 
three-game skid. 

The Bulls never approached those 
heights last year and likely won't in 2009, 
but they have a good opportunity to make 
it back to the postseason and could chal- 
lenge in the Big East if things fall their 
way. 

Overall, 13 starters return — counting 
specialists — but the offensive line is the 
major question, with four starters gone 
from last year. 

The Bulls will have to win seven games 
for postseason eligibility because they 
have two FCS opponents (Wofford and 
Charleston Southern) scheduled thanks 
to Florida International buying out its 
game. 

South Florida plays two very big in- 
state non-conference games, however. 
The Bulls travel to Florida State on Sept. 
26 in the first-ever meeting between the 
schools, and they play host to Miami on 
Nov. 28. 


OFFENSE 


With Mike Canales moving back into 
the coordinator’s seat he occupied from 
1997 to 2000, the Bulls hope to regain 
the momentum they had when they aver- 
aged nearly 35 points a game in Big East 


play in 2007. 

They averaged less than half that against 
conference foes last year, which helps ex- 
plain the 2-5 Big East effort. 

They have only five starters returning 
on offense, but one of them is quarter- 
back Matt Grothe, one of the country’s 
top dual threats. Grothe has thrown for 
more than 8,000 yards and rushed for 
2,085 over three seasons. 

The Bulls also have a deep receiving 
corps headed by senior Jessie Hester, who 
had a team-high 54 receptions, and junior 
A.J. Love, who caught 31 balls in 2008. 
Hester (ankle) and Love (knee) missed 
the spring, and that gave juniors Carlton 
Mitchell and Dontavia Bogan the oppor- 
tunity to move up the ladder. 

Senior Moise Plancher, and juniors 
Mike Ford, Jamar Taylor, Richard Kelly 
and Aston Samuels, will vie to become 
the featured running back in the spread 
offensive attack. 

The rebuilding project is up front. 

Junior Jacob Sims was limited by a bro- 
ken finger in spring and was not on the 
post-spring depth chart, but he expects to 
regain a starting position at either right 
tackle or center. Zach Hermann returns at 
right guard after missing the last six games 
of 2008 with a foot injury. 

Two redshirt freshmen man the tackle 
slots with Jatavious Jackson on the left 
side and Mark Popek on the right. Sopho- 
more Kevin McCaskill and junior Samp- 
son Genus will resume their competition 
at center in the fall, and there is always 
Sims as an option. Sophomore Chaz Hine 
and redshirt freshman Damien Edwards 
look to battle it out at left guard. 

Junior Andrew Ketchel emerged ahead 
of senior Ben Busbee in the competi- 
tion at tight end. Busbee had four starts 
in 2008. Ketchel’s lone start came in the 
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St. Petersburg Bowl. 


DEFENSE 


With Joe Tresey coming from Big East 
champion Cincinnati, and David Black- 
well joining the staff from Clemson, the 
Bulls will have two new coordinators on 
defense. 

But don’t look for much change in the 
way end George Selvie operates. 

One of the country’s top pass rushers 
with 25.5 career sacks and 61.5 tackles for 
loss, the senior will still have the flexibil- 
ity to move around, create blocking prob- 
lems and put pressure on opposing quar- 
terbacks. He had to deal with constant 
double teams last fall as his sack numbers 
dropped from 14.5 in 2007 to 5.5. 

Still, he enters his final season as a po- 
tential first-round pick in the 2010 NFL 
Draft. 


Senior Aaron Harris occupies the other 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2008 stats: 165.38 rushing (3rd in Big East/44th NCAA), 239.62 passing (3rd/41st), 405.0 total offense (1st/32nd), 27.62 ppg (2nd/45th) 


POS STARTER YR. — COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Matt Grothe* Sr. Adual threat who wants a Big East title bad. B.J. Daniels, Fr. 

RB Moise Plancher Sr. __ Rushed for six touchdowns in 2008. Jamar Taylor, Jr. 

WR _ Carlton Mitchell dr. Afleet receiver who finished strong in 2008. Daniel Bryant, Fr. 

WR __ Jessie Hester* Sr. Named the team offensive MVP for 2008. Patrick Richardson, So. 
WR _ Dontavia Bogan Jr. Alsoa threat as a kick returner. Theo Wilson, Sr. 

WR AJ. Love* Jr. Should be fine in fall after missing spring (knee). (TE) Andrew Ketchel, Jr. 
LT _ Jatavious Jackson Fr.__ Originally signed with FSU out of high school. Jeremiah Warren, So. 
LG Chaz Hine So. Earned spot with outstanding spring. Damien Edwards, Fr. 

C Kevin McCaskill $0. ed in only four games as a redshirt freshman. Sampson Genus, Jr. 
RG Zach Hermann* Jf. Missed six games with a foot injury in 2008. Danous Estenor, So. 
RT Mark Popek Fr. Possesses an ideal frame (6-7, 305) for OL. Jacob Sims, Jr.* 

K Maikon Bonani* So. Booted 3 FGs in the 37-34 win over Kansas. Delbert Alvarado, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2008 stats: 95.23 rushing (1st in Big East/10th NCAA), 192 sing (3rd/37th), 287.62 total defense (2nd/10th), 20.0 ppg (4th/24th) 
POS STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Aaron Harris* Sr___Has the versatility and smarts to play other spots. Craig Marshall, Jr. 

NT Cory Grissom Fr.__ Rated “most promising” DL among newcomers. Anthony Hill, Fr. 

DT Terrell McClain* Jr. Overcame early injuries to start 9 games in 2008. Keith McCaskill, So. 
DE — George Selvie* Sr. __ Anelite pass rusher and All-American candidate. Patrick Hampton, So. 
LB Chris Robinson Sr__Also worked at defensive end last year. Armando Sanchez, Fr. 
LB Kion Wilson* Sr. Ahard worker with a nasty attitude, Mike Lanaris, Fr. 

LB _ Sabbath Joseph dr Rated high in coverage skills playing outside. Donte Spires, Sr. 

CB Quenton Washington So. Blocked a punt to set up a TD against Pitt. Tyson Butler, So. 

CB _ Jerome Murphy* Sr. Coaches say he has all-conference potential. George Baker, Fr. 

SS __ Jerrell Young So. Got his only start in St. Pete Bowl. Jon Lejiste, Fr. 

FS __ Nate Allen* Sr.__ His interception set up winning FG against Kansas. Dexter Baldwin, Sr. 

P Delbert Alvarado* Sr. __ Had just two touchbacks on 48 punts last fall. Justin Brockhaus-Kann, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


end spot. Junior college transfer Jason 
Paul-Pierre and freshman Ryne Giddins 
are expected to compete for time when 
they report. 

The Bulls see a lot of promise for junior 
Terrell McClain at tackle, and Cory Gris- 
som came out of the spring No. 1 at nose 
tackle after missing all but one game in 
2008 because of an ankle injury. 

Senior Kion Wilson is a returning 
starter at middle linebacker and will be 
flanked by senior Chris Robinson and 
junior Sabbath Joseph, who have been 
cast in backup roles in the past. Depth 
is a concern, which is why senior Donte 
Spires, who took 2008 off to concentrate 
on academics after playing a prominent 
role in 2007, is a welcome addition. 

Senior free safety Nate Allen, who has 
five interceptions in the past two years, 
heads the secondary. Sophomore Jerrell 
Young, who got more time as the 2008 


season progressed, will step in at free safe- 
ty. Senior Jerome Murphy and sophomore 
Quenton Washington look to be first-year 
starters at the corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game is solid. Punter Del- 
bert Alvarado carries a 40.2-yard career 
average into his final season and place- 
kicker Maikon Bonani was 15 of 21 on 
field goals as a freshman last year. 

Alvarado will concentrate solely on 
punting after doing double-duty as a 
kicker for portions of the past two sea- 
sons. Bonani hit the game-winner against 
Kansas in his debut. 

Senior Theo Wilson, who had eight re- 
turns last year, is the top candidate to take 
over the punt return duties, Bogan is the 
No. 1 guy on kickoff returns after averag- 
ing 26.6 yards on 29 runbacks last year. 

— Paul Borden 
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A LOOK BACK 


5 YEARS AGO (2004) 


The Auburn Tigers committed 
the unpardonable sin in 2004 
of not having a great year in 
2003. Yes, because of an 8-5 se- 
ason the previous year, Tommy 
Tuberville’s team started 2004 
ranked 16th in the country, 
and so even though the Tigers 
put together a perfect season 
— going 13-0, winning the 
SEC championship, and beating 
Virginia Tech in the Sugar Bowl 


Auburn celebrates SEC title. 


— they would never get a chance to pass Southern California or Oklahoma 
in the polls. It was an amazing year, but weekly poll-watching stole some of 
the thunder, Still, the dream backfield of QB Jason Campbell and RBs Car- 
nell Williams and Ronnie Brown (all first-round draft picks), and a dynamite 
defense helped the Tigers outscore foes by an average of 32-11. 


> SEC Champion: Aubum (13-0, 8-0), beat Tennessee in SEC cham- 
pionship game, 38-28 


> SEC Player of the Year: David Pollack, DL, Georgia 


> Heisman Trophy: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 
7th — Jason Campbell, QB, Auburn 


> National Champion: USC and Oklahoma started the season ranked No. 
1 and No. 2, and they rode undefeated seasons all the way to the BCS 
championship game in the Orange Bowl, which the Trojans won 55-19. 


10 YEARS AGO (1999) 


When Alabama lost to Louisiana Tech on 
Sept. 18, Mike DuBose and the Tide appeared 
to be in complete disarray. OK, so that part 
would come a year later, but Alabama righted 
itself within a couple of weeks to win at Flo- 
rida (which had dispatched defending natio- 
nal champ Tennessee). That the Tide and the 
Gators emerged in December for a rematch 

in the SEC title game was a dream come true 
for the Gators. But the Tide turned it into a 
nightmare — a 34-7 rout behind star Shaun 
Alexander and a great defense, completing an 
amazing season in Tuscaloosa. 


> SEC Champion: Alabama (10-3, 7-1) 


> SEC Players of the Year: Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama; Deon 
Grant, DB, Tennessee 


> Heisman Trophy: Ron Dayne, RB, Wisconsin 
7th — Shaun Alexander, RB, Alabama 


> National Champion: Florida State (12-0) completed a perfect 
season by beating No. 2 Virginia Tech, 46-29, in a wild Sugar Bowl. 
Tt was FSU's second national title of the ‘90s. 


15 YEARS AGO (1994) 


For the third year in a row, the season ended with Florida (9-1-1) and 
Alabama (11-0) squaring off for the SEC title. Florida had started the season 
ranked No. 1 but had been derailed by an early loss to Aubum, while the 
Tide still had designs on repeating its ‘92 perfect season and national 
championship. In quite a showdown, the Gators held a 17-10 halftime lead 
before the Tide scored 13 unanswered points. Yet, sophomore Danny Wuerffel 
outdueled Jay Barker to lead a late touchdown drive and lift Florida, 24-23. 


> SEC Champion: Florida (10-2-1, 7-1) 
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p> SEC Player of the Year: Jay Barker, QB, Alabama 


> Heisman Trophy: Rashaan Salaam, RB, Colorado 
5th — Jay Barker, QB, Alabama, 7th — Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia 


> National Champion: Nebraska (13-0) edged Penn State (12-0) in 
the final polls after the No. 1 Huskers beat No. 3 Miami in the 
Orange Bowl 24-17, and the No. 2 Nittany Lions beat No. 12 
Oregon in the Rose 38-20. 


20 YEARS AGO (1989) 


It was quite a season and quite an SEC race. Tennessee beat Auburn 
early, Alabama beat Tennessee a couple of weeks later, and then Auburn 
upended Alabama in the final regular-season game. Along the way, those 
guys weren't losing to anybody else, and each wound up in the top 10. 


p> SEC Champion: Alabama (10-2, 6-1), Auburn (10-2, 6-1), 
Tennessee (11-1, 6-1) 


> SEC Player of the Year: Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 


> Heisman Trophy: Andre Ware, QB, Houston 
7th — Emmitt Smith, RB, Florida 


> National Champion: Miami (11-1) captured its third of four cham- 
pionships in a nine-year period when the No. 2 Hurricanes got 
past No. 7 Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, 33-25, while No. 4 Notre 
Dame defeated the nation’s only undefeated team, No. 1 Colorado, 
21-6, in the Orange. 


25 YEARS AGO (1984) 


Just as Florida seemed to be getting going after a rather dismal history, the 
Gators wound up in big trouble — a three-year probation. Although the 
Gators went 5-0-1 in the league and 9-1-1 overall (and were named No.1 by 
The Sporting News, and the New York Times and Sagarin computers), they 
were banned from bowls, and LSU was declared league champion. 


> SEC Champion: LSU (8-3-1, 4-1-1) 
> SEC Player of the Year: Kerwin Bell, QB, Florida 
> Heisman Trophy: Doug Flutie, QB, Boston College 


> National Champion: BYU was the only undefeated team and was 
voted national champion — even though the Cougars merely beat 
a 6-5 Michigan squad in the Holiday Bowl, while No. 2 Oklahoma 
lost to No. 4 Washington in the Orange Bowl. LaVell Edwards’ team 
was the sixth to gain the top spot in the season. 


50 YEARS AGO (1959) 


Although LSU and Ole Miss were top 5 teams all year, Georgia didn’t have to 
(or get to) play either of them, and the Bulldogs went on to capture the SEC 
title. Top-ranked LSU was probably even better than the previous season, 
when it won the national championship. The Tigers kept their first seven 
opponents out of the end zone, and did the same to Ole Miss in one of the 
most celebrated — and best — games in the history of the SEC. LSU won 
7-3 by way of Billy Cannon's 89-yard punt return and a goal-line stand in the 
final seconds. The following week, Tennessee scored a stunning 14-13 upset, 
and eventually the No. 3 Tigers were compelled to face No. 2 Ole Miss ina 
rematch in the Sugar Bowl. In that one, the Rebels rolled to a 21-0 victory. 


p> SEC Champion: Georgia (10-1, 7-0) 
> SEC Player of the Year: Billy Cannon, HB, LSU 
p> Heisman Trophy: Billy Cannon, HB, LSU 


> National Champion: Led by sophomore running back Emie Davis, 
Syracuse rose to the top of the polls as the only undefeated team in 
the country, handling No. 4 Texas in the Cotton Bowl, 23-14. 
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Sunpouteart BRING THE BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE COLORS OF NATURE HOME. 
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A i After 200 years in the paint business, we've created the ultimate combination of beauty and 
performance. Valspar Paint: thick one-coat coverage, a lifetime warranty and thousands of 
_ colors that stand the test of time, just like nature itself. valspar.com 
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These days you never know what may come at you. So, being prepared is 
your best defense. No one understands that better than State Farm® Call, click, or visit 
a State Farm agent and come up with your own winning game plan today. 


LIKE AGOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE’ 


£3 StateFarm 


Providing Insurance and Financial Services 
statefarm.com® 


